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PREFACE, 


CAIUS Suetonius Tranquillus, whofe Hiftory 
is here tranflated, was the Son of a Roman 
Knight, and enjoyed for fome time the place of 
Secretary to the Emperor Hadrian; but was af¬ 
terwards difmitTed from the Court, for behaving 
difrefpe&fully to the Emprefs Sabina. In his 
Retirement he compofed feveral hiftorical 
Works, of which the Lives of the Firft Twelve 
Crefars are the only One now extant. As a 
Writer, he comprehends in his Character a Mix¬ 
ture of good Qualities and Blemilhes. In the 
Arrangement of his Subject, he is peculiarly me¬ 
thodical, his Style is plain and unaffefiied, and 
his Narrative every where appears to be in the 
highefi: degree faithful. 


Of two Kinds of Blemilhes, for which he is 
confpicuous. One, namely, his minute Recital of 
Omens, is a Fault of the Times in which he 
lived, rather than any particular Superftition in 
Himfelf: for the Other, which is Indelicacy of 
Expreffion, on many Occafions, he has too juftly 
incurred the Cenfure, of having written the 
Lives of the Casfars with a Degree of Licentiouf- 
nefs equal to that of their own Conduft. But 
thofe who are acquainted with the Language of 
this Author, will obferve, that his objeftionable 
Expreffions have been foftened, and, in one or 
two places, neceflarily fupprefied, in the Tranf- 
lation. . 
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Let it however be acknowledged, that a Ver- 
fion of Suetonius, though a valuable Hiftorian, 
was only a fecondary Objeft with the prefent 
Tranilator, whofe principal Defign was, to ex¬ 
amine the State of Literature among!! the Ro¬ 
mans, with greater Care and Precifion than has 
hitherto ever been attempted. Almoft all the 
Latin Claffic Writers flourilhcd in the Periods 
which form the Subject of Suetonius’s Hiftory; 
and a Tranflation of it, therefore, feemed a pro¬ 
per Vehicle for conducing fuch an Enquiry. 

Could a Difplay of the Merits and Defects of 
thofe celebrated Writers, upon a larger Scale, 
have been rendered compatible both with the 
Gratification of Curiofity, and public Conveni¬ 
ence, it was the Author’s Willi, to have adopted 
a more exteniive Plan ; but it feemed more ad- 
vifable, on thofe Accounts, to contract the Detail, 
and ret'train within narrower Limits the Scope 
of critical Obfervation. 

In the Chronological View now exhibited of 
the Subject, he has endeavored not only to form 
a juft Lfiimate of Roman Literature, and ascer¬ 
tain the Caufes which carried it to fuch a Degree 
of Perfection ; but to elucidate the State of Go¬ 
vernment, and the Progrefs of Manners, in thofe 
Times. He has, iikewife, it is prefumefj, cor¬ 
rected various Milreprefentations of Biographers, 
.and Errors of Commentators. 
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DIVUS * JULIUS CiESAR. 

I. JlILIUS Casfar, at the deceafe of his father, had 
not completed die fifteenth year of his age.. Next year, 
he was eledted Flamen Dialis f, or priefl: of Jupiter; when 
repudiating Coffutia, who was only of an equeftrian fa¬ 
mily, 

* The hyperbolical epithet of Divus, the Divine, had for¬ 
merly been conferred upon Romulus, through the policy of 
the Patricians, to obviate a fufpicion entertained by the- 
people, that the king had been violently taken off by a con- 
fpiracy of that Order; and political circumftances again con¬ 
curred with popular fuperilition to revive the pofthumous 
adulation, in the perfon of Julius Casfar. It is remarkable 
in the hiftory. of a nation fo jealous of public liberty, that 
in both ihltances, they beftowed the moll extravagant-mark 
of human veneration upon men who owed their fate refpec* 
lively to the introduction of arbitrary power: firft, in the 
founder of the Roman monarchy, and next, in the fubverter 
of the republic. Both inilances, however, ferve to con¬ 
firm the manner in which many of the pagan deities derived 
their origin in the fabulous ages. 

f The place of Flamen Dialis was anoifice of great dignity, 
but fubjeCted to many reftriflions. The perfon who held 
it could not ride on horfeback, nor ftay one night'without 
the city. His wife was likewife under particular reftriftions, 
and could not be, divorced. If the died, the Flamen refign- 
ed his office, Lecaufe there were certain facred rites which 
B he 
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milv, but extremely opulent, and to whom lie had beeii 
contracted during his minority, he married Cornelia, the 
daughter of Cinna, who was four times Conful. From 
this lady, who foon after bore him a daughter, named 
Julia, all the efforts of the Dictator Sylla could not in¬ 
duce him to part. On which account he was punilhed 
with the lofs of his facerdotal office, the fortune which 
he bad acquired by marriage, and the eftate of his an- 
ceftors. Being, befides, confidered as an enemy to the 
exifting government, he was obliged to abfcond ; and, 
though then greatly indilpofed with an intermitting fever, 
to change his quarters almcft every night; not without 
the expence, at the fame time, of redeeming himfelf from 
the hands of thofe who were fent to apprehend him ; un¬ 
til, by the interceffion of the Veftal virgins *, of Mamer- 

he could not perform without her affifiance. Befides other 
marks, of diftin&ion, he wore a purple robe called Lsna, and 
a conical cap, called Apex. 

* The Veftal virgins, upon their inftitution by Numa, 
were four in number; but two were added by Tafqninius 
Prifcus, from whofe time they continued ever after to be fix. 
Their employment was to keep the facred fire always burn¬ 
ing. They watched it in the night-time alternately ; and 
whoever allowed it to go out, was fcourged by th'e Pontifex 
Maximus. This accident was always efteemed ominous, and 
expiated by offering extraordinary facrifices. The fire, 
when thus extiuguiffied, was lighted up again, not from an¬ 
other-fire, but-from the rays of the 1 fun;' in which manner 
it was renewed every year upon the firft of March, that be¬ 
ing anciently the day when the year commenced. Among!! 
the honors and privileges enjoyed by the Veftals, they could' 
abfolve a criminal from punifhment, if they met him ac¬ 
cidentally ; and their interpofition, upon all occafions, w'as 
greatly refpefled. But the violation of their vow of chaftity 
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Cus jEmilius, and Aurelius Cotta, the two latter of w'hom 
were allied to him by marriage, he atlaft obtained a par¬ 
don. It is certain, that Sylla, when he yielded to the 
importunity of Catfar’s friends, broke forth into the fol¬ 
lowing exclamation, whether from a divine impulfe up¬ 
on his mind, or only the refultofhis ownfagacity : “ Ye 
iliall have your defire, and are.at liberty to take him 
amongft you; but know that the perfon whom ye are 
fo anxious to fave, will, one time or other, prove the de¬ 
finition of the nobility which ye have aflifted me to pro¬ 
tect : for, bejieve me, there are many Marius’s in that 
Ctefar.” 

II. His firrt appointment in the military fervice, was 
in the wars of Afia, under the command of M. Thermus 
the Prattor. Being fent by this general into Bithynia f, 
to bring thence a fleet, he loitered fo long in die court of 
Nicomedes, as to give occafiont to. a report of a criminal 
intercourfe betwixt him and that prince; which received 
additional credit from his hafty return to Bithynia, under 

was puniflied with peculiar feverity. The unfortunate fe¬ 
male was-buried alive, with funeral folemnities, in a place 
called the Campus Sceleratus; and her paramour wasfeourg* 
ed to death in the Forum. 

f Bithynia, called anciently Bebricia, is a country of the 
peninfula of Afia, now called Afia Minor. It was bound¬ 
ed on the fouth by the river Rhyndacus and mount Olym¬ 
pus ; on the weft by the Bofporus Thracius, and a part of 
the Propontis ; and on the north by the Buxine fea. Its 
boundaries towards the eaft are not clearly afeertained, Stra¬ 
bo, Pliny, and Ptolemy differing from each other on the fub- 
je<ft. It is however generally recommended as a rich and 
fruitful country: the Greek geographers call it the grcatcjl 
and their/. 

B % the 
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.the pretext of recovering a debt due to a frecd-man hi* 
client.' During'the courfe of the Afiatic expedition, his 
condudl was in other refpefls irreprehenfible ; and upon 
the taking of Mitylene * by ftorm, he was prefented by 
Thermus with the civic crown t- 

HI. He ferved likewife in Cilicia %, under Servilius 
Ifauricus, hut for a fliort time. For upon receiving ad¬ 
vice of Sylla’s death, in the hope of attaining an afcen- 

* Mitylene was a city of the illand Leibos, famous for the 
ftudy of philofophy and eloquence. According to Pliny, it 
remained a free city and in power one thoufand five hundred 
years. It fuffered much in the Peloponnefian war from the 
Athenians, and in the Mitbridatic from the Romans, by 
whom it was taken and deftroyed. But it foon rofe again, 
having recovered its ancient liberty by the favor of Pom- 
pey; and was afterwards much adorned by Trajan, who 
added to it the fplendor of his own name. This was the 
country of Pittacus, one of the feven wife men of Greece, 
as well as of Alcseus and Sappho. The natives fhowed a par¬ 
ticular tafle for poetry, and had, as Plutarch informs us, Hated 
■times for the celebration of poetical contefts. 

•f The Corona Civica was made of oak-leaves, and given to 
him who had laved the life of a citizen. The perfon who 
received it, wore it at public fpeftades, and fat next the fe- 
nators. When he entered, the audience rofe up, as a mark 
of refpeft. 

% A very extenfive country of Hither Afia ; lying be¬ 
tween Pamphylia to the weft, mount Taurus and Amanus to 
the north, Syria to the eaft, and the Mediterranean to the 
fouth. It was divided into Afptra , the rough or mountain¬ 
ous ; and Ccrr.ptjfris, the level or champaign Cilicia. It 
was anciently famous for faffron ; and hair-cloth, called 
by the Romans Cilicium, was the manufa£lure of this 
country-. 
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dency from a new commotion, which was attempted hy 
M. Lepidus, he returned with all fpeed to Rome. Dif- 
trufling however the abilities of that perfonage, and find¬ 
ing the times lefs favorable for the execution of fuch a 
project than there feemed reafon at firft to imagine, he 
abandoned all thoughts of embracing the intended confede¬ 
racy, though the moft tempting offers were made him 
to engage his concurrence. 

IV. Soon after the re-eflablifhment of public tran¬ 
quillity, he preferred a charge of extortion againft Cor¬ 
nelius Dolabella, a man of confular dignity, and who had 
obtained the honor of a triumph. But this impeachment 
terminating in the acquittal of the accufed, he refolved 
to retire to Rhodes *, with the view not only of avoiding 
the public odium incurred by the charge, but of profe- 
cuting his fludies with greater advantage, under Apol¬ 
lonius, the fon of Molon, at that time the moft celebrat¬ 
ed mailer of rhetoric. While on his voyage thither, in 
the winter feafon, he was taken by pirates near the 
iiland of Pharmacufa; with whom he continued, not 

* A famous city in an iiland of the fame name, adjoining 
to the coaft of Caria. Here was faid to be anciently a 
huge ftatue of the Sun, called Coloffus; but fome are of 
opinion, that the account delivered of it is fabulous. The 
Rhodians were celebrated not only for ikill in naval affairs, 
but for learnin. , philofophy, and eloquence. During the 
latter periods of the Roman republic, and under fome of 
the emperors, many reforted thither for the purpofe of pro- 
fecuting their ftudies; and it likewife became a place of 
retreat to difeontented Romans. Solinus informs us, that in 
this ifland, the Iky was feldom fo overcaft but that the fun 
might be feen; whence probably it obtained amongft the 
poets the epithet Clara. 

B 3 with- 
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without feeling the utmoft indignation, during almoft fix 
■weeks; his only attendants being one phyfician, and 
two valets. For his other fervants, as well as the friends 
who accompanied him, he had immediately difpatched 
to raife money for his ranfom. Upon die payment of 
fifty talents he was fet alhore ; when after the moft dili¬ 
gent exertion to procure fome fhips, he came up with 
the pirates, and making them all prifoners, inflicted upon 
them the puni foment with which he had often jocofely 
threatened them during his detention. Mithridates was 
at that time carrying devaluation into the neighboring 
countries; and Ctefar, on his arrival at Rhodes, that he 
might not appear to difregard foe danger which menaced 
the allies of Rome, palled over into Afia ; where having 
collected fome troops, and driven the king’s deputy out 
of the province, he kept in their duty the cities which 
had begun to waver, and were on the point of revolt. 

V. After his return to Rome, he obtained from the fuf- 
frage of the people the honorable rank of a military Tri¬ 
bune ; and in this capacity zealoufly aflfifted the abettors 
of the tribunitian authority, which had been greatly di- 
minifoed during the ufurpation of Svlla. He likewife by 
a bill, which Plotius at his inftigation preferred to the 
people, and was feconded by a fpeech from himfelf, pro¬ 
cured the recal of Lucius Cinna, his wife’s brother, and 
others, who had been fent into hanifoment, for having 
Gded with Lepidus, and afterwards with Sertorius, in the 
Jstc public difturbances. 

VI. Daring hjs Qusftorfoip he pronounced funeral ora¬ 
tions in the Roftra, according to cuftom, in praife of his 
paternal aunt Julia, and his wife Cornelia. In his pa" 
negync on the forniei, be gives the following account o 

the 
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the genealogy both of her and his father: “ My aunt Julia 
derived her defcent, by the mother, from a race of kings, 
and, by her father, from the immortal Gods. For the 
Marcii Reges, which was her mother’s family, deduce 
their pedigree from Ancus Marcius, and the Julii, which 
is that of her father, from the goddefs Venus. We there, 
lore unite in our defcent the facred majefty of kings, the 
greateft among human kind, and the divine majefty of 
Gods, to whom kings themfelves are fubjeCt.” In the 
room of Cornelia he married Pompeia, the daughter of 
Pompeius, and grand-daughter of L. Sylla; but this 
lady he afterwards divorced, upon a fufpicion of her hav¬ 
ing had an intrigue with Publius Clodius. For fo cur¬ 
rent was the report, that the latter had found accefs to 
her in woman’s habit, during the performance of a reli¬ 
gious folemnity, that the Senate ordered a commiffion of 
enquiry refpeiSting the fuppofed profanation. 

VII. Upon his appointment to the Quseftorftiip the pro¬ 
vince of the Farther Spain fell to his lot; where, when, 
by commiflion from the Praetor, he was going the circuit 
of the country, for the adminiftration of juftice, and was 
arrived at Gades, feeing, in the temple of Hercules, a 
ftatue of Alexander the Great, he fetched a deep figh ; 
and as if vexed at his inactivity, for having performed 
nothing memorable at an age at which Alexander had 
conquered the world, he immediately requefted his dif- 
charge, with the view of embracing the firft opportunity, 
which might prefent in the city, of entering upon a more 
fplendid career. His repofe was farther difturbed by a 
dream which he had the fucceeding night, of having been 
guilty of inceftuous commerce with his mother. But the 
interpreters of dreams derived thence an omen of events 
the molt flattering to his ambition ; affirming it to be a 
B 4 pre- 
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prefage that he ihould yet rule the empire of the world : 
for that the mother whom in his fleep he had feen fub- 
jefied to his will, was no other than the eanh, the com¬ 
mon parent of all men. 

Yin. Quitting therefore the province before the expi¬ 
ration of the ufual term, he had recourfe to the Latin co¬ 
lonies, then eager in the projedt of folliciting for the free¬ 
dom of Rome ; and he would have excited them to fome 
bold attempt, had not the Confuls, to prevent any com¬ 
motion, detained for fome time the legions which had 
been railed for the fervice of Cilicia. But this vigilance 
of the government did not deter him from making, foon 
after, a yet greater effort within the precincts of the city 
itfelf. 

IX. For a few days before he entered upon the /Edile- 
Ihip, he incurred a fufpicion of engaging in a confpi- 
racy with M. Craffus, a man of confular rank ; to whom 
were joined P. Svlla and L. Autronius, who after they 
had been chofen Confuls, were convidled of bribery. 
The plan of the confpirators was to fall upon the Senate 
in the beginning of the year, and to murder as many of 
them as fhould be deemed expedient for their purpofet 
upon which event Craffus was to have affumed the office 
of Dictator, and appoint Caefar his Matter of the horfe *• 
When the commonwealth fhould thus have been fettled 
according to their pleafure, the Confulfhip was to have 
been reftored to Sylla and Autronius. Mention is made 

* The proper office of the Matter of horfe was to com¬ 
mand the cavalry, and to execute the orders of the Diftator. 
He was ufuailv nominated from amongft thofe of confular 
and praetorian dignity; and had the ufe of a horfe, which 
the dictator had not without the order of the people. 

of 
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of this plot by Tam;lies Germinus in his hiftory, by M. 
Bibulus in his edicts, and by Curio the father, in his 
orations. Cicero likewife feems to hint at the fame 
tranfaftion in a letter to Atticus, where he fays, that 
Casfar had in his Confullliip fecured to himfelf that arbi¬ 
trary power to which he had afpired when he was /Etlile- 
Tanufius adds, that Craffus, from remorfe or fear, did 
not appear upon the day appointed for the maflacre of 
the Senate : for which reafon Casfar did not give the fig- 
nal, which, according to the plan concerted betwen tliem, 
he was to have announced. The agreement, Curio fays> 
was, that he fhould flip his toga from his fhoulder. We 
have the authority of the fame Curio, and of M. Adto- 
rius Nafo, for his having been likewife concerned in an¬ 
other confpiracy with young Cn. Pifo ; to whom, upon 
a fufpicion of fome mifehief being meditated in the city 
the province of Spain was decreed out of courfe, as die 
means of fufpending any danger. It is however faid 
to have been agreed between them, that Pifo fliould ex¬ 
cite an infurredtion againft the government abroad, 
whilft the other fhould attempt a fimilar revolt within 
the limits of the domeftic adminiftration, by artfully prac- 
tifing upon the feditious difpofitions of die Lanibrani, and 
other tribes beyond the Po. But the execution of this 
defign, it is remarked, was prevented by the death of 
Pifo. 

X. While in the office of_dEdile, he not only beautified 
the Comitium, with the reft of the Forum, and the courts 
adjoining, but the Capitol likewife, with piazzas, con- 
ftrufted only to fubfift until the end of his EEdilefhip; 
that in them lie might difplay the extraordinary prepa¬ 
rations he was making for the gratification of the peo¬ 
ple, whom lie entertained with the hunting of wild 
beafts, 



beafis, and plays,both in conjun&ion with his colleague, 
and by himfelf. On this account, he obtained the 
•whole credit of the expence to which they had joindy 
contributed; infomuch that his colleague, M. Bibulus, 
could not forbear remarking that he was ferved in the 
manner of Pollux. For as the temple ere&ed in the Fo¬ 
rum to the two brothers, was denominated Caftor’s only, 
fo his and Caefar’s joint munificence was imputed to the 
latrer alone. To the other public fpe&acles exhibited to 
the people, Csafar added a combat of gladiators, but in a 
fmaller number than he had intended. For fo great was 
the company of them, which he collected from all parts, 
that thofe of the Patricians who were not of his party 
were alarmed; and die fenate paffed an a£t, reftri&ing 
the {hews of gladiators to a certain number, which, for 
the future, no perfon fhould be allowed to exceed. 

XI. Having thus conciliated the good graces of the peo¬ 
ple, he endeavored, through his intereft with fome of the 
Tribunes, to procure, by a decree of the commons, the 
province of JEgypt. The pretext for fuch an applica¬ 
tion was, that the Alexandrians had violently expelled 
their king, whom the fenate had complimented with the 
tide of an ally and friend of the Roman people. This 
tranfaCtion, which feemed to affect the dignity of the re¬ 
public, produced a general fpirit of refentment among the 
populace at Rome: notwithftanding which, on account 
of an oppofition from a party of the nobility, all the ef¬ 
forts of Ctefar and his friends could not procure him the 
appointment. To diminifli therefore the authority ot 
that body, by every means in his power, he rellored the 
trophies ere&ed in honor of C. Marius, upon account of 
his victories over Jugurtha, the Cimbri, and the Teuto- 
iii, but which had been demolifhed by Sylla ; and fitting 
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in the capacity- of a judge, he treated as murderers all 
thofe who, in the late profcription, had received money- 
out of the treafury, for bringing in the heads of Roman 
citizens, though they had been exprefsly abfolved from, 
punifhment by fubfequent laws. 

XII. He likewife procured a perfon to bring an im¬ 
peachment of treafon againft C. Rabirius, by whofe af- 
fiftance the Senate had, a few years before, reftrained the 
feditious attempts of L. Satuminus' the Tribune ; and be¬ 
ing drawn by lot one of the judges for his trial, he difeo- 
vered fo ftrong a defire to convict him, that upon his ap¬ 
pealing to the people, no circumftancc availed him fo 
much as the extraordinary bitternefs of his judge. 

XIII. Having renounced all hope of obtaining the pro¬ 
vince of .ffigypt, he flood candidate for the office of 
High-prieft, in the purfuit of which object, be had re- 
courfe to the utmoft profufton of bribery. Reflecting, 
on this occafion, on the greatnefs of the debts he had 
contracted, he is reported to have faid to his mother, when 
ihe kiffi d him at his going out in the morning to the elec¬ 
tion, “ I fhall never come home again, unlefs I am elect¬ 
ed high-prieft.” In effect, he fo much baffled two com¬ 
petitors of the moft powerful intereft, and greatly fupe- 
rior to him both in age and dignity, that he had more 
votes in their own tribes, than they both had in all toge¬ 
ther. 

XIV. After he had been chofen Prstor, the confpi- 
racy of Catiline was difeovered, and while every other 
member of the Senate inclined to inflict capital punifh- 
ment on the delinquents, he alone advifed to confifcate 
their eftates, and commit their perfons to feparate pri- 

fons 
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fons through the towns of Italy. He even flruck fo great 
a terror into thofe who were advocates for greater feve- 
rity, by reprefeoting to them what a general odium they 
would infallibly incur, by carrying fuch a meafure into 
execution, that D. e lanus, Conful-Ele£l, thought proper 
to qualify his decifion, becaufe it was not very honor¬ 
able to change it, by a foftening interpretation, as if his 
opinion had been underflood in a harfher fenfe than he 
intended ; and Caefar would certainly have carried his 
point, having brought over to his fide a great number 
of the Senators, among whom was the brother of the 
Conful Cicero, had not a fpeech of M. Cato’s infufed 
new vigor into the refolutions of the houfe. He per- 
fifled, however, to obftrud their proceedings with intem¬ 
perate ardor, until a body of the equeflrian Order, that 
flood under arms as a guard, holding up their drawn 
fwords, threatened him with immediate death. Thofe 
who fat next him inflantly moved off; and a few friends, 
with no fmall difficulty, prote£led him, by taking him 
in their arms, and holding their togas before him. A £ 
laft, difpirited by this refentment, he not only relinquifh. 
ed the debate, but abfented himfelf from the houfe during 
the remainder of that year. 

XV. Upon the firfl day of his Pratorfhip, he fum- 
moned Ck Catulus to render an account to the people 
concerning the repairs of the Capitol ; prefenting at the 
fame time a bill, for transferring that commiffion to an¬ 
other perfon. But being unable to withftand the flrong 
oppofition made againfl him by the ariflocratical party, 
whom he perceived quitting, in great numbers, their at¬ 
tendance upon the new Confuls, and fully refolved to 
refift his propofaJ, he dropt the defign. 


XVI. He 
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XVI. He afterwards approved himfelf a mod refolute 
adherent to Ctecilius Metellus, Tribune of the commons, 

■who had preferred fome bills of a feditious tendency to 
the people, in fpite of all oppofition from his colleagues, 
until they were both difmifled from office by a vote of 
the Senate. He ventured, notwithftanding, to continue 
in the adminiftration of juftice; but finding fome pre¬ 
pared to obftrudt him by force of arms, he difmifled 
his officers, threw off his gown, and betook himfelf pri¬ 
vately to his own houfe, with the refolution of being 
quiet, in a time fo unfavorable to his interefls. He like— 
wife pacified the mob, which in two days after aflembled 
about him, and in a riotous manner offered him their 
affiftance towards the vindication of his honor. This 
happening contrary to expeftation, the Senate, which had 
met in hafte, upon occafion of the tumult, gave him 
their thanks by fome of the leading members of the 
houfe, fent for him, and, after a high commendation of 
his behaviour, cancelled their former vote, and reftored 
him to his place in the aflembly. 

XVII. But he had fcarcely fooner emerged from his 
late difafter, than he fell again into a frefh danger; be¬ 
ing named among!! the accomplices of Catiline, both be¬ 
fore Novius Niger tfie Quteftor, by the informer L. Vct- 
tius, and in the fenatc by Curius ; to whom, for his 
having firft difcovered the defigns of the confpirators, a 
reward had been voted. Curius affirmed that he had re¬ 
ceived his information from Catiline. Vcttius even en¬ 
gaged to produce in evidence again!! him his own hand 
writing, which he had given to Catiline. Csefar declar¬ 
ing this treatment to be intolerable, appealed to Cicero 
himfelf, whether he had not voluntarily made a dilco- 
very to him of fome particulars of the confpiracy ; by 

which 
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■which means he prevented- Curius from receiving his 
expedited reward. He obliged Vettius to give pledges to 
anfwer for his behaviour, alienated his goods, and after 
feeing him roughly ufed, and almoft torn in pieces, in an 
aflembly of the people at the Roflra, threw him in pri- 
foa; to which he likewife fent Novius the Quseftor, 
for having prefumed to take an information againft a 
magift rate of foperior authority. 

XVIU. At the expiration. of his Prxtorfhip he got 
by lot the Farther Spain, and abated the violence of his 
creditors, who were for flopping him, by giving them 
fecurity *. Contrary, however, to both law and cuftonn 
he took his departure before the ufual allowance for 
his equipage was paid him from the treafury. It is un¬ 
certain whether this precipitancy arofe from the appvc- 
henlion of an impeachment, after the expiration of his 
provincial charge, which was intended, or from an ardor 
to relieve the allies, who anxioufly longed for his. pre¬ 
fence. As foon as he had eftabliftied tranquillity in the 
province, he, without waiting for the arrival of his fuc- 
eeiTor, returned to Rome, with equal hafte, to- fue for 
a triumph and the Confullhip. The day of election, 
however, being already fixed by proclamation, he could 
cot legally be admitted a candidate, uulefs he entered the 

* Plut2rc’n informs us, that Csefar, before he came into 
any public office, owed his creditors to the amount of one 
thoufand threo^hundred talents, which makes of our mo¬ 
ney fomewhat more than 565,000b But his debts encreafed 
fo much after this period, if we may believe Appian, that 
upon his departure for Spain, at the expiration of his Prx- 
torlhip, he is reported to have feid. Bis millies el auingenties 
fibi tUcJfe, at nikil habcrct : i.e. That he was two millions and 
near twenty thoufand pounds worfc than nothing. 

8- ' '-i’y 
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city as a private perfon. On this emergency he folli- 
citcd a fufpenfion of the laws in his favor ; but fuch an 
indulgence being ftrongly oppofed, he found himfelf un¬ 
der the neceffity of abandoning all thoughts of a triumph, 
left he fhould be difappointed of the Confulfhip. 

XIX. Of the two other competitors for the Conful¬ 
fhip, L. Luceius and M. Bibulus, he joined with the for¬ 
mer, upon condition that Luceius, being a man of lefs 
intereft but greater affluence, fhould promife money to 
the burgeflfes in the name of them both. His opponents 
among the nobility dreading what enterprife he might 
attempt, fhould he get pofleffion of the Confulfhip with 
a colleague of the fame difpofitions with himfelf, advifed 
Bibulus to promife the voters as much, and moft of 
them contributed towards a fhare of the expence ; Cato 
himfelf admitting that bribery upon fuch an occafion 
was confiftent with, and even abfolutely necefTary to 
the good of the public. He was accordingly elected 
Conful with Bibulus. Actuated ftill by the fame motives, 
the prevailing party took care to affign provinces of fmall 
importance to the new Confuls, fuch as the care of 
woods and roads. G*far, incenfed at this indignity, 
endeavored by the moft affiduous and flattering attentions 
to gain to his fide Cn. Pompey, at that time diflfatisfied 
with the Senate, for the backwardnefs they fhewed to 
confirm his ads, after the conqueft of Mithridates. Ife 
likewife produced a reconciliation between Pompey and 
M. Craffus, who had been at variance from the time 
of their joint Confulfhip, in which office they were con- 
tinuallv clafhing; and he entered into an agreement 
with both, that nothing fhould be tranfafted in the go¬ 
vernment, that was difpleafiilg to any of the three. 


XX. Hav- 



THE LIFE OF 


16 

XX. Having entered upon his office, he introduced a 
new regulation, which was, that all the adls both of the 
Senate and people ffiould be dailv committed to writing, 
and immediately made public. He alfo revived an old 
cuftom, that an Accenfus * Ihould walk before him, 
and his Litftors follow him, on the alternate months when 
the fafees were not carried in his train. Upon preferring 
a bill to the people for the divifion of fome public lands, 
he was oppofed by his colleague, whom he violently 
drove out of the Forum. Next day the infulted Conful 
made a complaint in the Senate of this treatment; but 
no member having the courage to move or advife the 
houfe reflecting fo ferious an outrage, which had yet 
been often done upon incidents of left importance, lie 
was fo much difpirited, that until the expiration of his 
office he never ftirred- from home, and only endeavored 
to obftrudt the proceedings of his colleague by procla¬ 
mations. From that time, therefore, Ciefar had the foie 
management of public-affairs ; infomuch that fome wags, 
when they figned any writing as witnefles,- did not add 
“ in the confulftiip of Ctefar and Bibulus,” but, “ of Ju¬ 
lius and Caefarputting the fame perfon down twice 
under his name and furname. The following verfes 
likewife were currently repeated on this occafion: 

Non Bifcnln quidqu’.ir. neper, fed Caefare faftum eft; 

Nam Bibulo fieri Confute nil memini. 

Nothing was done in Bibu'.us'c year: 

No; Caelar only was late Conlitl here. 

* "Within the city, the Liftors went before only one of 
the Confuls, and that commonly for a month alternately. 
A public fervant, called Accenfus, went before the other 
Conful, and the Liftors followed. This cuftom had long 
been difufed, but was now reftored by Caefar. 


The - 
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The land of Stella, confecrated by our anceftors to the 
gods, with fome other land of Campania left liable to 
tribute, to fupport the experices of the government, he 
divided, but not hy lot, among upwards of twe;-tythou- 
fand feamen, who had each of them three or more chil¬ 
dren. He eafed the Publicans, Upon their petition, of a 
third part of the fum which they had engaged to pay into 
the public treafury ; and openly admoniihed them not 
to bid fo extravagantly upon the next occafion. All 
other things he difpofed of at pleafure, without the lead 
oppofition from any quarter ; or if any attempt to that 
purpofe ever became evident, it foon was fupprefied. M. 
Cato, who interrupted him in his proceedings, he ordered 
te be dragged out of the Senate-houfe by an officer, and 
carried to prifon. L. Lucullus, likewife, for oppofing 
him with, fome warmth, he fo terrified with the apprc- 
henfion of falfe accufation, that, .to deprecate theConfuI’s 
refentment, he fell down Ori bis knees. And upon Cice¬ 
ro’s lamenting in fome trial the miferable condition of 
the times, he the very fame day by nine o’clock, brought 
over his enemy P. Clodius from the nobility to the com¬ 
mons ; a tranfition which that perfonage hitnfelf had a 
long time follicited in vain. At laft, effectually to in¬ 
timidate all thofe of the oppofite parly, he by great re¬ 
wards prevailed upon Vettius to declare, that he had been 
follicited by certain perfons to affaffinatc Pompeyj and 
when he was brought upon the Roftra. to name fuch as 
had been concerted between them, after naming one or 
two to no purpofe, not without great fufpicion of hib¬ 
ernation, Caefar, defpairing of fuccefs in this ralh ftra- 
tagem, is fuppofed to have taken off life informer by means 
of poilbin 

XXI, About the fame time lie married Calpumia, the 
C daughter 
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daughter of L. Pifo, who was to fucceed him in the Con- 
fulfhip, and gave his own daughter to Pompey f-reje&ing 
Servilius Catpio, to whom fhe had been contra6ted, ' and 
by whofe means chiefly he had but a little before bafRed 
Bibulus. After this new alliance, he began, upon any 
debates in the Senate, - to ,afk Pompey’s opinion firft; 
whereas he ufed before to pay that compliment to M. 
CrafTus; and it was the ufual pradHce with the Conful 
to obferve throughout the year the method of confulting 
the houlc which he had adopted the firft of January. 

XXII. Being therefore now fupported by the intcrcft , 
of his father and fon-in-law, of all the provinces he made 
choice'of Gaul, as^moft likely to furniih him with-matter 
and occafion for triumphs. At firft indeed he received 
only Cifalpine Gaul, with the addition of Illyricum, by 
a bill of Vatinius to the people; butjfoon after obtained 
by the fenate Gallia Comata * likewife; the houfe'en¬ 
tertaining an appreherifton, that if they fhould wilh-hold 
this province, it would be conferred on him by the com¬ 
mons. 

* Gallia was anciently divided into the Tranfalpina, or 
Ulterior, and Ci/alpina, or Citerior, with refpeft to Rome. 
The Citerior was properly a part of Italy, occupied by 
Gallic colonifts ■ having the Rubicon, the ancient boundary 
of Italy, on the fouth. It was alfo called Gallia Togata, 
from the ufe of the Roman toga ; the inhabitants of thofe 
parts being, after the focial war, admitted to the right of ci¬ 
tizens. The Gallia Tranfalpina, or Ulterior, was called Co- 
mata, from the people wearing their hair long, which the 
Romans wore ihort; and the fouthern part of it, afterwards 
called Varboncnfc, came to have the epithet Braccata, from 
the ufe of brace#, which were no part of the Roman drefs. 
Some writers fuppofe the brace# to-have been breeches; but 
Aldus, 
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mons. ’ Elated now with his fuccefs, he could not refrain 
from boafting a few days after in a full houfe, that he 
had, in fpite of his enemies, and to their great mortifica¬ 
tion, obtained all he defired, and fhould for the future 
treat them with what indignity he pleafed. One of the 
members fmartly obferving, “ That will not be very eafy 
for a woman to do,” he jocofely replied, “ Semiramis 
has formerly reigned in Affyria, and the Amazons been 
poffefled of a great part of Alia.” 

XXIII. When the term of his Confulfhip had expired, 
upon a motion being made in the Senate by C. Memmius 
and L. Domitius the Praetors, refpedting the tranfadlions 
of the year pad, he offered to refer himfelf to the houfe ; 
but they declining the bufinefs, after three days fpent in 
vain altercation, he fet out for his province.. Immedi¬ 
ately, however,, his Quaeftor was impeached for feveral 
mifdemcanors, by way of prelude to the future condem¬ 
nation of Caafar. An accufation was foon after prefer¬ 
red againft himfelf, by L. Antiftius, Tribune of the com¬ 
mons; but by making an appeal to the, reft of the body, 
he prevailed, as being abfent in the fervice of his coun¬ 
try, to have thd profccution fufpended. To fecure him¬ 
felf therefore for the time to come, he was particularly 
careful to oblige the magiftrates of every year, and to 
affift hone of the candidates with his intereft, nor fuffer 
any to be advanced to any poll: whatever, who would 
not pofitively undertake to defend him in his abfence; for 

Aldus, in a fhort difquifition on the fubjeft, affirms that they 
were a kind of upper drefs. And this opinion feems to be 
countenanced by the name braccan being applied by the 
modern Celtic nations, the defeendents of the Gallic Celts, 
to fignify their upper garment, or plaid. 

C a 
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which purpofe he made no fcruple to require of fome 
an oath, and even a written obligation. 

XXIV. But when L. Domitius was candidate for the 
Confulfhip, and openly threatened that upon his ele&ion 
into office, he would effect what he could not in the 
capacity of Praetor, and diveft him of the command of 
the armies, he fent for Craffus and Pompey to'Luca a 
city of his province, and preffed them, for the purpofe 
of dilappointing Domitius, to fue again for the Conful- 
fhip, and to continue him in his command for five years 
longer; with both which requifitions they complied. Pre- 
fumptuous now from his fuccefs, he added, at his own 
private charge, more legions to thofe which he had re¬ 
ceived from the government; among the former of which 
was one levied in Tranfalpine Gaul, and called by a 
Gallic name AlaudiT, which he trained and armed in the 
Roman fafhion, and afterwards 'made free of the city. 
From this period he declined no occafion of' war, not 
even of fuch as was unjuft and dangerous; attacking, 
without any provocation, as well the allies of Rome 
as the barbarous nations which were its enemies: info- 
much that the Senate palled a decree for fending commif- 
lloners to examine into the condition of Gaul; and 
fome members of the houfe even advifed the delivering 
of him up to the enemy. But fo great being the fuccefs 
of his enterprifes, he had the honor of obtaining more 
days of fupplication, and thofe more frequently, than 
had ever before been decreed to anv commander. 

XXV. During nine vears in which he held the mi¬ 
litary command, his atchievements were the following. 
He reduced all Gaul, bounded by the Pyrenean foreii, 
the Alps, mount Gebenna. and the two rivers of the 

3 Rhine 
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Rhine and Rhone, being about three thoufand two hun¬ 
dred miles in compafs, into the form of a province, ex¬ 
cepting .only the allies of the republic, and fuch nations 
as had merited his favor; impoling upon this new ac¬ 
quisition an annual tax of forty millions of feftcrces. 
He firft of all the Romans palled the Rhine by a bridge 
again!! the Germanic nations, and defeated them in Se¬ 
veral engagements. He likewife invaded the Britons, 
a people formeily unknown, of whom, after he had 
overthrown them in battle, he exacted contributions and 
hoftages. Amidft fuch a Series of fucccfles, he experi¬ 
enced only three times any Signal difafter: once in Bri¬ 
tain, when his fleet was almoft deftroyed by a ftorm; in 
Gaul, at Gergovia, where one of his legions was put to 
the rout; and in the territory of the Germans, his lieute¬ 
nants Titurius and Aurunculcius were cut off bv an am- 
bufcade. 

XXVI. During this period he loft his mother, whofe 
death was followed by that of his daughter, and, not 
long after, of his grand-daughter. In the mean time, 
the Republic being alarmed by the murder of P. Cjodius, 
and the Senate palling a vote that only oneconful, name¬ 
ly Pompey, fliould be chofen for the enfuing year, he 
prevailed with the Tribunes of the commons, who intended 
joining him in nomination with Pompey, to propofe to 
the people a bill, enabling him to Hand candidate for a 
Second Confullhip in his abfence, when the term of his 
command Should be near expiring; that he might not be 
obliged on that account to quit his province too foon, and 
before the conclufion of the war. After he had attained 
this objedt, carrying his views ftill higher, and animated 
with the hopes of fuccefs, he omitted no opportunity of 
gaining univerfal affedtion, by adts of generofity and 
C 3 kindnefs 
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kindncfs to individuals, both in public and private. With 
money raifed from the fpoiis of the War he began to con- 
fhuct a new Forum ; the ground-plot of which coft him 
above a hundred millions of feflerces. He promifed the 
people a public entertainment of gladiators, and a fealt 
in memory of his daughter, which none before him had 
ever given. The more to raife their expectations on 
this occafion, though he had agreed with victuallers of all 
denominations for his feaft, he made yet farther prepa- ' 
rations in private houfes, in different quarters of the city. 
He iffued an order, that the mod celebrated gladiators, 
if at any time during the combat they incurred the dif- 
pleafure of the public, fhould be immediately carried off 
by force, and referved for fome future occafion. Young 
gladiators he trained up not in the fchool, and by the 
maflers of defence, but.in gentlemen’s houfes,^by Ro¬ 
man knights, and even Senators, {killed in the ufe of 
arms; eameftly requefting them, as appears from his 
letters, to take upon themfelves the trouble of intrud¬ 
ing and forming thofe novitiates to the difeipline of the 
combat. He doubled the pay of the legions in perpe¬ 
tuity ; allowing them likewife corn, when it was. in 
plenty, without any reftridion; and fometimes diftribut* 
ing to every foldier in his army a flave, and,apportion of , 
land, or a houfe, 

XXVII. To maintain an alliance and a good under. 
Handing with Pompev, he offered him in marriage his 
filter's grand-daughter Odavia, who had been married 
to C. Marcellus, and requefled for himfelf his daughter, 
lately contraded to Fauftus Sylla. Every perfon about 
him, and a great part likewife of the Senate, he obliged 
by the loan of money at low intereft or none at all; and 
to all others who came to wait upon him, either from in¬ 
vitation 
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vitation or of their own accord, he made liberal prefents; 
not neglecting even freedmen and flavcs, who were fa¬ 
vorites with their mailers and patrons. He was, bcfidcs, 
the fignal protedlor and fupport of all perfons under pro- 
fecution, or in debt, or prodigal young gentlemen ; ex¬ 
cluding from his beneficence only thole who were fo 
deeply immerfed in guilt, poverty, or luxury, that it was 
impoflible effedlually to relieve them. Thcfe, he openly 
declared, could derive no benefit from any other means 
than a civil war. 

XXVIII. He endeavored with equal afiiduity to en¬ 
gage in his interell princes, and provinces, in every part 
of the known world; prefenting forne with thoufands 
of prifoners, and fending to others the aflifiance of 
troops, at whatever time and place they defired,' without 
any authority for fu’ch extraordinary adls, either from 
the Senate or» people of Rome. He likewife ornamented 
with magnificent public buildirigs the moll potent cities 
not only of Italy, Gaul, and Spain, but of Greece and 
Alia ; until all people being now aflonilhed, and (pecu¬ 
lating on the obvious tendency of thofe proceedings, 
Claudius Marcellos the Conful, declaring firft by procla¬ 
mation, that he intended to propofe a meafure of the ut- 
moft impoi tance to the public, made a motion in the Senate 
that fome perfon fhould be appointed to fucceed Ctefar 
in liis province, .before the term of vice-gerency was 
expired, becaufe the war was brought to a conclufion, 
and the viflorious army (liould be difbanded. He far¬ 
ther moved, that Csefai^ being abfent, his fuit at the 
next ele&ion of Conful;. fhould not be admitted, as the 
expedient pradlifed by Pompey could not infringe the va¬ 
lidity of the law which had been made by the people for 
that purpofe. The f.idl was, that Pompey in his law 
C 4. relating 
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relating to the choice of chief magifixates, had forgot tq 
except Casfar, in the article in which he declared all 
fuch as were not prefent incapable of being candidates 
for any poll in the government; and foon after, when 
the law was infcribed upon a copper-plate, and depo¬ 
rted in the treafury, he correfted his miftake. Marcel- 
Jus, not content with depriving Ctefar of his provinces, 
and the favor intended him by Pompey, likewife moved 
the houfe, that the freedom of the city, fhould be taken 
from thofe colonifts whom, by the law of Vatinius, he 
had fettled at Novum Comum * ; becaufe it -had been 
conferred upon them with an ambitious view, and in cx- 
prefs contradiction to the ftatute. 

XXIX. Casfar being alarmed at thefe proceedings, 
and thinking, as he was often heard to fay, that-it would 
be a more difficult enterprife to bring him down, now 
that he was at the head of the government, from the firfr 
rank of citizens into the fecond, than from the fecond tq 
the lowed of all, made a vigorous oppofition to this 
meafure, partly by the Tribunes, who interpofed in his 
behalf, and partly by Servlus Sulpitius the other Conful. 
The following year likewife, when C. Marcellus, who 
fucceeded his coufin Marcus in the Confulfhip, purfued 
the fame meafures, Caefar, by means of a large fum of 
money, engaged in his defence aErailius Paulus,. the 
other Conful, and C. Curio, the moft violent in temper of 

* Comum was a town of the Orobii, of ancient Handing, 
and formerly powerful. Julius Csefar added to it five thou- 
fand new colonies; whence it was generally called Novo- 
comum. But in time it-recovered its ancient name, Comum ; 
Pliny the younger, who was a native of this place, calling 
it by no other name. 

all 
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jail the Tribunes. But finding the rippofition obftinately 
fient againft him, and that the CoufulSgEledt -were all'o of 
the party, he wrote "a letter to the Senate, requefting that 
they would not obftruCL the’ kind intentions exprefled by. 
the people towards him; or elfc that the other generals 
ihould refign the command of their armies as well as him- 
felf; fully perfuaded, as it is thought, that he could more 
eafily call together his veteran foldiers, whenever he 
pleafed, than Pompey could his new-raifed troops, 
though favored with the influence of the government. 
.At the fame time, he made' his adverfaries an oiler to 
Surrender' eight of his legions and Tranfalpine Gaul, 
upon condition that he might retain two legions, with the 
Cifalpine province, or but one legion with Illyricum, till ? 
he ihould be defied .Conful. 

XXX. But as.j.thc Senate declined to interpofe in the 
huliuei's, and his enemies declared that they would enter 
^ into 110 compromife relative to the adminiftration of the 
Republic, he advanced into'Hithcr Gaul, and having gone 
the circuit of the province for the holding of aflizes, he 
made a halt at Ravenna, refolving to avenge htmfelf by ; 
war, if the Senate Ihould proceed to 1cverity againll the 
Tribunes of the commons >who had efpoufed his caufc. v 
And this was indeed his pretext for engaging in-a war 
with his country ; but it is fuppofed that there were other 
motives ■ for his conduct. Cn. Pompey ufed frequently 
to fay, that becaufe he was not able, with alflhe riches ' 
he pofleffed, to complete the works he had begun.varid , 
anfvyer, at his return, the vaft expeditions which he had*' 
excited in the people, he wilhed to throw every thing inti) 
confufion. Others pretend, he was apprehenfive of be¬ 
ing called to an account for what he had done in his 
firfl Confullhip, contrary to the aufpices, laws, and au- 
’ thority 
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thority of the Tribunes ; M. Cato having fometimes de¬ 
clared, and that too^with an oath, that he would prefer an, 
impeachment againft him, as foonCas he difbanded his 
army. A report likewife prevailed,ahat if he returned a 
private perfon, he ■would, like Milo, be'tried with a guard 
to attend the court. This conjecture is rendered highly 
probable by Afinius Pollio, who informs us that Csfar, 
upon viewing the vanquifhed and flaughtered enemv in 
the field of Phaffalia, exprefied hfmfelf in thefe very 
words: “ This they intended : I, Caius Caefar, after all 
the great atchievemcnts I haveperformed, mull have under¬ 
gone a fentence of condemnation, had I not delired the 
affiftance of my army.” Some think, that having con- 
* tracled from long, habit an extraordinary loge of power, 
and weighed his own and his enemies’ flrength, he em¬ 
braced that-'cccafion of feizing the government, of which 
from his youth he had been ambitious.., This feems to 
have been the opinion entertained by Cicero, who tells 
us in the third book of his Offices,^that Crefar ufed Co 
have frequently jn his fnouth'- two verfes^of Euripides, 
which he thus tranflates : 


“ Kim fi violandutn eft jus, regnandi gratia 
VioUndum eft : aliis rebus pietatem colas.” 

'For nought but fov’reign pow’r tranfgrefs the laws 
Of Right; nought elfe can fandtify the caufe. 


' XXXJj^'Wheri advice therefore was brought, that the 
1 infcrgofition of the Tribunes in his favor had been utterly 
jejecled, and that they jhemfelves had fled from the city, 
" he forthwith privately difpatthed before him feme bat¬ 
talions, and t<f prevent any fufpicion of his defign, he 
; attended at-a public (hewj examined the model^of a fen¬ 
cing fchopl which he propofed to build, and, as iifual, fat 
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down to table with a numerous party of his friends. But 
after fun-fer, having put to his chaife mules from a neigh¬ 
bouring bake-houfe, he fet out on his journey with all 
pofhble privac.yjr and.a fmall retinue. But his lights go¬ 
ing out, he loft his way, and wandered about a long 
time, until by the help of a guide, whom he found to¬ 
wards day-break, he proceeded on foot through fome nar¬ 
row paths,- and again reached the road. Coming up 
with his troops on the banks of the Rubicon, which was 
thefboundar.y of his province,,he made a flop; when re¬ 
volving in his mind for fome time the greatnci's of his at* 
tempt, he turned to thofe about him : “ We may ft ill re¬ 
treat,” faid he,- “ bit if we pafs this little bridge, we mull 
make our way by t force of arms.” t . 


XX’XII. While he was thinking on what- he fhould?. 
refolvc, there happened the following incident. On a 
fudden, a p'erfon of a graceful fizc and figure appeared 
hard by,"fitting and flaying upon a pipe. Whilft a great 
many not only lhcpherds but foTdicrs too upon duty, 
and amongft them fome trumpeters, flocked to hear him, 

’ he fnatchcd a trumpet from one of them, ran to the 5 
river with it,- and founding an alarm with a prodigious 
blaft, advanced, to the other fide. Upon this, Cajfar 
cried out, “ Let us march whither divine prodigies, 
and the’ perverfenefs of our enemies call'us. The die s 
is now caft.” 

{ ' » l '.!& 

XXXIIL Accordingly drawing his army over the 
1 river, arid attended by the Tribunes of the commons," 
who, upon their being forced from the chyywe’re come 
up to him, he, at the head; of his troops, with tears.in his 
eyes, and his garment rent from his bread, implored their 
protection. It has been frippofed, that upon this occafion 
he 
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he promifed to every foldier a knight’s eftate: but that 
opinion is foundedjn a miftake. For when, in his ha¬ 
rangue to them, he frequently held out a finger of his:, 
left hand, and declared, that fo recompenfe thofe who 
fhonld affift him in the defence of his honor, he would 
willingly part even with his ring ;'the foldiers at a di- 
ftance, who could more eafily fee, than hear him, while 
he fpoke, formed, their conception of what he faid, by 
the eye, not by the "ear ; and accordingly gave out, that 
he had promifed to each qf them the privilege of wear¬ 
ing the gold ring,- and an‘eftate of four hundred thou- 
fand fefterces*. 

’ * * > 

♦ XXXIV. Of the tranfadiions thatenfued I (hall give a 
curfory' detail, in*the order in which they occurred. 
..He took pqfleffion of Picene, Umbria and Etruria ; and 
having obliged L. Domitius, who had in the late con- 
fuGon been nominated to fucceed him, and kept Corfi- 
nium with a garrifon, to furrerSer, and difmiffed T him, he 
marched along the coaft of the upper fea, to Brundifium, 
to which place the Confuls and Pompev were fled, with an 
intention to pals the feaas foon as poffible. After he had 
endeavored by various means, but in vain-, to prevent 
their getting out o£ the harbour, he marched, towards 
Rome, where he delivered to the Senate his fentiments. 

, * Suetonius here accounts for the miftake of the foldiers 
’'Vithlgreat probability. The clafs to which they imagined 
they were to be promoted, was that of the Equites, or Knights, 

, who enjoyed the privilege of wearing a gold ring. The for¬ 
tune necefTaty to thofe who were chofen into this order, was 
about 3229I. of our money.' Great as was the liberality of 
Ctelarto his.legions, the performance of this imaginary pro- 
mife was beyond all reafonable expeflation. 
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upon die prefent fitiiation of affairs; and then went for 
Spain, in which province Pompey had,a numerous army, 
under the command of three lieutenants, M-. Petreius, 
L. Afranius, and M.VarKM declaring amongft his friends, 
before herfet forward, “ That he was going againft an 
army without a general, and fliould thence return againft 
a general without an army.” Though his ‘ progrefs 
was retarded both by the liege of Marfeilles, which Ihut 
her gates againft him, and'a very great fcarcity of corny 
yet in a fliort time he bore down all before him. , t 1 

XXXV. He afterwards returned to the city,' and pair¬ 
ing thence j into Macedonia,''blocked up Pompey during 
almoft four months,- within a line of ramparts of prodi¬ 
gious extent, and at laft "routed him in the battle of Phar- 
falia. He purfued him in his flight to Alexandria? v where 
he was informed of his murder, and prefently found him- 
felf engaged with king Ptolemy, who, he faw, had a de- 
fign "upon his life, in a very dangerous war, under all 
the difadvantages of time and place. It was winter, 
and he within the walls of a well, provided fubtle enemy, 
deftitute of" every thing, and wholly unprepared for fuch, 
an embarrafling occurrence. He fucceeded however in 
his attempt, and put the kingdom of Egypt into the 
hands of Cleopatra and her younger brother; being afraid 
to make it a province of the empire, left, under a turbu¬ 
lent governor, it might afford-a temptation to rebel againft:. 
the Romans. From Alexandria he went into Syria, and 
thence to Pontus, induced by advice which he had receiv¬ 
ed of the progrels^of Pharnaces. This prince, who was 
fon of the great Mithridates, had laid hold of the oppor¬ 
tunity which the diftraclionrof the times offered,'for mak¬ 
ing war upon. his neighbours, and was greatly elevated 
with his fuccefs. Him however Csefar, within five days 
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after entering his country, and four hours after Coming 
in fight of him, overthrew in one decifive engagement. 
Upon which, he ffequendy remarked to thofe about him 
the good fortune of Pompey, ^i’ho had obtained his repu¬ 
tation for a foldier, chiefly from the conqucft.of fo un¬ 
warlike an enemy. He afterwards defeated Scipio and 
Juba, who were Tallying the remains of the party in 
Africa, and Pompey’s fons in Spain. 

- XXX’V'L During the whole courfe of the civil war, 
he never ^nce experienced any difaftcr, except in the 
perfbn ofhis lieutenants; of whom C. Curio loft his life 
r "in Africa, C. Antonius way made prifoner in Ulyricum, 
P. Dolabella loft a fleet in the fame Illyricum, and Cn. 
Do mi tins Calvinuls an army in Pontus. In every en¬ 
counter with the enemy where he himfelf commanded, 
he came off with fuccefs, and without ever incurring-the 
hazard of a doubtful victory, except on tvfo occafions : 
once at Dyrrachium, when being obliged to give ground, 
and Pompey not purfuing his advantage, he faid, “ Pompey 
, k- knew not how to conquer.” The other inftance hap¬ 
pened in his laft battle in Spain, where, in defpair of fuc- 
, ' cefs, he even had thoughts of killing himfelf. 

7 / XXXVII. For the”vi£h>ries obtained in the feveral 
*wars, he triumphed five different times; after the defeat of 
Scipm, four times in one month, but each fubfequent.tri- 

* umph fucceeding the former by-an interval of a few days ; 
, S and once again after the conqueft of Pompey’s fons. His 

firft and moil glorious triumph was for his victories ob- 
tained.over the Gauls. The next for that of Alexandria, 
the third forthe reduction of Pontus, the fourth for his Afri- 
can-vidtory, and the laft for that in Spain; all different from 
each other in variety of furniture and pomp; On the day 

• of 
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of the Gallic triumph, as he was proceeding along the 
ftreet calledtfVelabrum, he narrowlyicfcaped a fall from 
his chariot by the breaking of the axle-tree, and mount¬ 
ed the Capjtol by torchlight, forty elephants carrying 
flambeaux on the right and left of him. Amongft the 
pageantry of the Pontic triumph, this infeription was 
carried before him: “ I came, faw,'and overcame®;” 
not fignifying, as other mottos- on the like occaflon, 
what whs done, fo much as the difpatch with which it 
was done. 

* y * r T 

' 1 XXXVIII. To every foot-foldier in his veteran le- ' ■* 

gions, be fide the' two thoufand feftcrces paid tlicm in the 
beginning of the civil war, he gave twenty thoufand more, ' 
under the name < 3 f plunder. He likewile afligned them' 4 
lands, but not contiguous to each other, that the former 
owners might not be entirely difpoflefled. Torfiejpeople <Jf i' 
Rome,-be(icies"ten modius’s of corn, and as many, pounds 
of oil, he gave three^hundred fcfterces>a man? which he 
had formerly promifed them, and a hundred each»more, 
for the delay in fulfilling his engagement. He likewife S \ 
remitted a year’s rent due to die trealury, for ftfch houfes 
in Rome, as did not pay .above two thoufand feflerces a 
year; and through the reft of Italy, for all fuch as did 
not exceed in yearly rent five hu'ndfed fefterc.es. To all 
this he added a.puWic entertainment, and a diftribution%F 
flefli, and, after his Spanilh. vi&ory,, two dinners. ^For, . 
corifidering the y firft as too' (paring, and unfuitable,to his^ 
generofity, he five days.after added anodier, which was 
1110ft plentiful. 

XXXIX. He exhibited to the people fliews of various 
* “ Veni, vidi, vici.” 

kinds: 




kinds: fuch as a combat of gladiators '*, and ftage-plars 
in the feveral yrards of the city, and in-ieveral languages: ' 
Circenfian games + likewife. wteftlers, and the rip re fen t- 
ation of a fea-fight. In the fight of gladiators prefented 
in the Forum, Furius Leptinus, a man of a Prsetorian 
family, entered the lifts as? a combatant as did alfo 
\ ' Q. Calpenus, 

* Gladiators were firff publicly exhibited at Rome by two . 
brothers called Btuii, at the funeral of their father, in the 
year from the building of the city 499; and for fome time 
, they were exhibited only on fuch occaiions. But afterwards , 
they were given alfo by the magiftrates, to entertain the peo- 
, pie, particularly at>the. Saturnalia, and feafts of Minerva. It 
is incredible what numbers of men wege deftroyed upon 
thofe occaiions; and ftill more, that women of quality, lay - 
ing afide tbe foftnefs of their fex, became combatants at fitch 
1 • exhibitions, under fome .of the emperors. Thofe ferocious 
fpedfacles were prohibited by Conftantine, but not entirely 
fupprefled lintD the'time ofHonorius; 

f/CircenGan games were Ihews exhibited in the Circus 
& Maximus, and confifte^ of various kinds: firft, chariot and 
* aorfe-races^ of which the Romans were «ctfavagantly fond. 
The charioteers were diftributed, into four parties, diflin- 
guilhed by the color, of their drefs. The fpeftators, without 
regarding the fwifitnefsVof’the horfes, or the art of the men, 
wpSe-attjacied merely by one or other of the colors, as caprice 
inclined them. In-the time’ of Juftinianj no lefs than thirty 
t thou (and men loft their lives at Conftantinople, in a tumult 
railed by a contention amongft the partizaus of the feveral 
. colors. Sectfcidhycontefts of agility and ftrength; of which 
there were five kinds, hence called Pentatfilum. Thefe 
were, running, leaping, boxing,' wreftlihg, and throwing the! 

' difau or quoit. Thirdly, Ludus Trojss, a mock-fight, per¬ 
formed by young noblemen onhorfeback, revived by Julius 
Csfar, and frequently celebrated by the fucceedmg erape- 
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Q^Calpenusj formerly a Senator, and a pleader of caufes. 
The Pyrrhic dance,was performed by fome. youths, who 
were fons to perfons of the firft diftinCHon in Afia and 
Bithynia. Decimus Laberius a died a mimic piece of his 
own ; and being immediately prefented with five hundred 
thoufand fefterces, and a gold ring, he went from the ftage, 
through the orcheflra, into the feats, allotted for the equef- 
trian order. In the Circenfian games, the Circus being en¬ 
larged at etch end, a'nd a canal funk round it, feveral of 
the young nobility rode the races in chariots, drawn, fome 
by four, and others by'two horfes, and likewife.on fingle 

rors. We meet with a defcription of it in the fifth book of 
the JEne\d } beginning with the following lines : 

Incedunt pueri, pariterque ante ora parentum 
Frsenatis lucent in cquis: quos oninis euntes 
Trinacriae hiirata fremit Trojseque juventus. 

Fourthly, Venatio, which was the fighting of wild bedfts 
with one another, or with men called Bcjliarii , who were 
either forced to the combat by way of punifliment, as the. pri¬ 
mitive Chriftians were; or fought voluntarily, either from 
a natural ferocity of idifpofition, or induced by hire.- An 
incredible number of animals of various kinds were brought 
from all quarters, at a prodigious expence, for the entertain¬ 
ment of the people. Pompey, in his iecond Confulfhip, ex¬ 
hibited at once five hundred lions, which were all difpatched>> 
in five days; alfo eighteen elephants. Fifthly, the reprefen- 
tation of a horfe and foot battle, with that of an encamp¬ 
ment or a fiege. Sixthly, the reprefentation of a fea-fight 
(Naumachia), which was at firft made in the Circus Maximus , 
but afterwards oftener elfewhere'. The combatants were 
ufually captives or condemned malefactors, who fought to 
death, unlefs faved by the clemency of the emperor. If 
any thing unlucky happened at the games,- they were, renew¬ 
ed, and often more than once. 

D 


horfes. 
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horfes. The Trojan game was a died by two di Hindi 
companies of boys, one differing from the other in point 
of ftature. The hunting of wild beafts was prefented 
for five days fucceffively ; and at laft a battle fought by 
five hundred foot, twenty elephants, and thirty horfe 
on each fide. For the accommodation of this fpcctaclc 
the goals were removed, and in their room two camps 
were pitched, diredtly oppofile to each other. Wreftlers 
likewife performed for three days fucceflively, in a ftadi- 
um provided for the purpofe in the Campus Martius. In 
a lake funk in the lefier Codeta, Tyrian and Egyptian 
fleets, confiding of fhips of two, three, and four banks 
of oars, with a number of men on board, afforded an ani¬ 
mated reprefentation of a fca-fight. To thefe various di- 
verfions there flocked fuch crowds of fpedlators from all 
parts, that moft of them were obliged to lodge in tents 
erefted in the ftreets, or the roads near the city. Several 
in the throng were fqueezed to death, amongft whom 
were two Senators. 

XL. Turning afterwards his thoughts to the regula¬ 
tion of the commonwealth, he corrected the- Calendar, 
which had for fome time become extremely confufcd, 
through the unwarrantable liberty which the priefts had 
taken in the article of Intercalation. To fuch a height had 
"this abufe proceeded, that neither the holidays defigned 
for the haiyeft fell in funimer, nor thofe for the vintage 
in autumn. He accommodated the year to the courfc of 
the fun, ordaining that in future it fhculd coniift of three 
hundred and fixty-five days; without anv intcrcalatory 
month ; and that every fourth year an intcrcalatory day 
Ihould be inferted. That the year might thenceforth com - 
mence regularly with the Calends, or firft of January, he 
infetted two months betwixt November- and December ; 

8 fo 
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fo that die year in v.-hich this regulation was made con- 
lifted of fifteen months, including the month of intercala¬ 
tion, which, acccording to the divifion of time then in 
ufe, happened that year. 

XLI. He filled up the vacancies in the Senate, advan¬ 
ced feveral commoners to the dignity of patricians, en¬ 
larged the number of Prsetors, ^Ediles, Quseftors, and infe¬ 
rior magiftrates likewife ; reftoring, at the fame time, fucli 
as had been difgraced by the Cenfors, orconvidted of bribe¬ 
ry at elections. The choice of magiftrates he fo divided' 
with the people, that, excepting only the competitors for 
the Confulfhip, they nominated one half of them, and he’ 
the other. The method which he pradtifed in thofe cafes 
was, to recommend fuch perfons as he had pitched upon, by 
bills difperfed through the feveral tribes to this effedt: 
“ Cffifar the Dictator to fuch a tribe (naming it). I recom¬ 
mend to you — — - (naming likewife the perfons), that 
by the favor of your votes they may attain to the ho¬ 
nors which they refpedtively fue for*.” He likewife 
admitted to offices the fons of fuch as had been proferibed. 
He reitridted the trial'of caufes to two orders of judges, 
viz. the Equeftrian and Senatorian; excluding the commif- 
lionets of the treafury who had before made a third clafs. 
The furvey of the people he ordered to be taken neither 
in the ufual manner, nor in the ufual place, but in the fe¬ 
veral ftreets, by the principal inhabitants; and reduced 
the number of thofe that received com from the public, 

* .This is the firft inftance we meet with in hiftory, of 
having recourfe to the diflribution of hand-bills, for influ¬ 
encing the people at elections. The inventive genius of 
Cafar left no expedient untried that could ferve to promote 
his purpofe. 

D * 
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from three hundred and twenty thoufand to a hundred and 
fifty. To prevent any tumults on account of the furvey, 
he ordered that the Praetor (hould every year fill up by 
lot the vacancies occafioned by death, from thofe who 
were not enrolled for the receipt of corn. 

XLH. Eighty thoufand citizens having been diftribut- 
ed into foreign colonies, he enadted, in order to compenfate 
die-deficiency, that no freeman of the city above twenty, 
and under forty, who was not in the military fervice of 
his country, {hould be abfent from Italy above three years at 
a time: that no Senator’s fon (hould go abroad, unlefs in 
the retinue of fome governor of a province; and that thofe 
who followed grazing, {hould have no lefs than a third 
part of their fliepherds free-born. He likewife made all 
fueh as pradtifed phyfic in Rome, and all teachers of 
the liberal arts, free of the city, in order to fix them 
in it, and invite others to the place. With refpedl to 
debts, he difappointed the expectation which was enter¬ 
tained, that they would be univerfally cancelled, a mea- 
fure which had frequendy been moved for; and ordered 
that the debtors {hould fatisfy their creditors, according to 
an eftimate of their eftates, by the rates at which they 
were purchafed before the commencement of the civil 
war; deducting from the debt fuch intereft as had been 
paid either in money or bills ; by virtue of which order 
about a fourth part of the debt was loll. He diSolved all 
corporations of craftsmen, except fuch as were of ancient 
eftablithment. He encreafed the punilhmcnt of crimes 
beyond what the laws had ordained; and becaufe the rich 
were more eafily induced to tranfgrefs, from the circum- 
ftance of their being liable only to banifhment, without die 
forfeiture of their eftates, he ftripped parricides, as Cicero 
obferves, of their whole eftates, and others of one half. 

XLlil. He 
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XLIII. He was extremely affiduous and drift in the 
adminiflration of juftice. He expelled from the Senate 
fuch members as were convifted of bribery; and he dif- 
folved the marriage of a man of Praetorian rank, who had 
married a lady two days after her divorce from a former 
hulband, though there was no fufpicion that they had 
been guilty of any unlawful'commerce. He impofed duties 
upon the importation of foreign goods. The ufe of lit¬ 
ters for travelling, fcarlet cloaths, and jewels, he permit¬ 
ted only to perfons of a certain age, and on particular 
days. He enforced a rigid execution of the fumptuary 
laws; placing fpies about the fhambles, to feize upon all 
meats expofed to fale contrary to the ftatutcs on that fub- 
jeft, and bring them to him ; fometimes fending his fer- 
jeants and foldiers to fetch off fuch viftuals as had 
efcaped the notice of his fpies, even when they were upon 
the table. 

XLIV. His thoughts were now daily employed on 
a variety of great projefts, for the embellifhment and 
convenience of the city, as well as for fecuring and ex¬ 
tending the bounds of the empire. In the firft place, he 
meditated the conftruftion of a temple to the God Mars, 
which fhould exceed in grandeur every thing of that kind- 
in the world. For this purpofe, he intended to fill up 
the lake on which he had entertained the people with a 
fea-fight. He alfo projefted a moft fpacious theatre 
clofe by the Tarpeian mount: to reduce the civil law 
into reafonable compafs, and out of that immenfe and un¬ 
digested mafs of llatutes, to extraft the bell: and moft 
neceflary parts into a few books: to make as large a 
collection as poflible of literary productions, in the 
two languages, Greek and Latin ; having affigned to 
M. Vitro the province of providing and putting them 
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in proper order. He intended likewife to drain the 
Pompdne marfh, to empty the lake Fucinus, to make 
a caufeway.from the Upper Sea, through the ridge of 
the Appennine, to the Tiber; to make a cut through the 
ifthmus of Corinth, to reduce the Dacians, who had 
over-run Pontus and Thrace, within their proper limits, 
and then to make war upon the Parthians, through the 
Lefler Armenia, but not to rilk a general engagement 
with them, until he had made fome trial of their mili¬ 
tary qualifications. But in the midft of all his projects, 
he was carried off by death; before I fpcak of which, 
it may not be improper to give a brief account of his 
perfon, diets, and manners, with his views and inclina¬ 
tions, refpe&ing affairs both civil and military. 

XLV. He is faid to have been tall, of a fair com¬ 
plexion, round limbed, rather full faced, with eyes black 
and lively, very healthful, except that, towards the end 
of his life, he would fuddenly fall into fainting-fits, 
and be frighted in his fleep. He was likewife twice 
feized with the falling ficknefs in the time of battle. He 
was fo nice in the care of his perfon, that he had not 
only the hair of his head cut, and his face {haved with 
great exactnefs, but likewife had the hair on other parts 
of the body plucked out by the roots, a praiSfice with 
which fome perfons upbraidingly charged him. His 
baldnefs gave him much uneafinefs, having often found 
himfelf upon that account expofed to the ridicule of his 
enemies. He therefore "ufed to bring forward his hair 
from the crown of his head ; and of all the honors con¬ 
ferred upon him by the Senate and people, there was 
none which he either accepted or ufed with greater plea- 
fare, than the right of wearing conftantly a laurel crown. 
It is faid that he was particular in his drefs. For he 
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nfed the Latus davits'* with fringes about the wrifts, 
and always had it girded about him but loofely. This 
circumdance gave origin to the expreffion-of Sylla, who 
often advil'ed the nobility to beware of “ the loofe- 
coated boy.” 

XLVI. He firft lived in Suburra in a fmali houfe; 
but after his advancement to the Pontificate, in a houfe 
belonging'to the State in the Sacred Way. Many writers 
fay that he affedted neatnefs in his perfon, and nice- 
nefs in his entertainments : that he entirely took down 
again a country-feat, near the grove of Aricia, which he 
credted from the foundation, and finiihed at a vad ex¬ 
pence, bccaufe it had not exadlly fuited his fancy, though 
he was at that time poor and in debt; and that he carried 
about in his expeditions maiblc pavement for his tent. 

XLVII. They likewife report that he invaded Bri¬ 
tain in hopes of finding pearls, the bignefs of which lie 
would compare together, and examine the weight by 
poifing them in his hand: that he would purchafe at 
aiiy cod gems, carved works, and pidturcs, executed 
by the eminent maders of antiquity ; and that he would 
give for handfomc young Haves a price fo extravagant, 
that he was afhamed to have it entered in the diary of 
his expences. 

XLVIII. The fame authors irfform us, that he con- 
dantiy kept two tables in the provinces, one for the of- 

* The Latus Clavus was a broad dripe of purple, in the 
form of a ribbon, fewed to the tunic on the fore part. There 
were properly two fuch; and it was broad, to diftinguifii it 
from that of the Equites, who wore a narrow one. 

D 4 
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Seers of the army, or the gentlemen of the provinces, 
and the other for fuch of the Roman gentry as had no 
commiffion in the troops, and provincials of the firil di- 
ftinfiion, He was fo very exadl in the management of 
his domeftic affairs, both fmall and great, that he once 
put a baker in fetters, for ferving him with a finer fort of 
bread than his guefls; and put to death a freed-rnan, 
and a particular favorite, for debauching the lady of a 
Roman knight, though no complaint had b?en made to 
him of the affair. 

XLIX. The only ftain upon his chaftity was his be¬ 
haviour in the court of Nicomedes ; and that indeed fluck 
clofe to him all the days of his life, and expofed him to 
much bitter raillery. I pais over thofe well known verfes 
of L alvus Licinius: 

-Bithynia quicquid 

Et psdicator Csefaris unquam habuit. 

Whate’er Bithynia and her Lord poffefs’d. 

Her Lord who Czfar in his lull carefs’d. 

As well as the fpeeches of Dolabella and Curio the fa¬ 
ther, in which the former calls him “ the queen’s rival, 
and the back-fide of the royal couch,” and the latter, 
V the brothel pf Nipompdes, and the Bithynian flew.” I 
would likewife fay nothing of the edidls of Bibulus, in 
which he proclaimed his colleague under the name of 
“ fhe queen of Bithynia;” adding that “ he had formerly 
been in love with a king, but was now without a king¬ 
dom.” At which time, as M. Brutus relates, one Odfa- 
yius, a man of a crazy brain, and therefore the more 
free in his raillery, after he had in a great affembly fa T 
luted Pompey by the title of king, addreffed Casfar by 
that of queen. C. Memmius likewife upbraided him 
with 
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■with ferving the ting at table, among the reft of his ca¬ 
tamites, in the prefence of a large company, in which 
were fome merchants from Rome, the names of whom 
he mentions. But Cicero, not content with writing in 
fome of his letters, that he was conduced hy the guards 
into the king’s bed-chamber, lay upon a bed of gold with 
a covering of fcarlet, and that the bloom of th'S defcend- 
ant of Venus had been tarnifhed in Bitbynia; upon Cm- 
far’s pleading the caufe of Nyfa, Nicomedcs’s daughter, 
before the Senate, and recounting the king’s kindneffes 
to him, replied, “ Pray, tell us no more of that; for 
it is well known what he gave you, and you gave him.” 
To conclude, his foldiers in the Gallic triumph, amongft 
other verfes, fuch as they jocularly fung, in their at¬ 
tendance upon the general’s chariot, on thofe occafions, 
recited thefe, fince that time become extremely com¬ 
mon: 


Gallias C*far fubegit, Nicomedes Catfarem: 

Ecce Casfar nunc triumphat, qui fubegit Gallias: 
Nicomedes non triumphat, qui fubegit Caefarem. 

Csefar, the Gauls who vanquWh’d in the field, 

Was made to ihame by Nicomede to yield : 

A glorious triumph Caefar now employs. 

But the Bithynian viflor none enjoys. 

L. It is admitted by all that he was much addidled to 
women, as well as very expenfive in his intrigues with 
them, and that he debauched many ladies of the higheft 
quality ; among whom were Pofthumia the wife of Ser- 
vius Sulpicius, Lollia the wife of Aulus Gabinius, Ter- 
tulla the wife of M. Craflus, and likewife Mucia the wife 
of Cn. Pompey. For it is certain that the Curio’s, father 
and fon, and many others, obje&ed to P.ompev in re¬ 
proach, “ That, to gralify his ambition, he married the 
daughter 
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daughter of a man, upon whofe account he had divorced 
his wife, after having had three children by her, and 
whom he ufed, with a heavy figh, to call yEgifthus.” 
But the miftrefs whom of all he moll loved, was Servilia, 
the mother of M. Brutus; for whom he purchafed in his 
Confulfbip next after the commencement of their in¬ 
trigue, a pearl which coft him fix millions of feflerces ; 
and in the civil war, befides other prefents, configned to 
her, for a trifling confideration, fome valuable efkites in 
land, which were expofed to public auction. When 
many perfons wondered at die lownefs of the price, 
Cicero facetioufty obferved, “ To let you know how 
much better a purchafe this is than ye imagine, Tertia 
is deducedfor Servilia was fuppofed to have proftituted 
her daughter Tertia to Catfar. 

LI. That he had intrigues likewife with married wo¬ 
men in the provinces, appears from this diftich, which 
was as much repeated in the Gallic triumph as the for¬ 
mer : 

Urbani, ferrate uxores; mcechum calrum adducimus: 

Aururn in Gallia effutuifti, heic fumpfifti mutuum. 

Watch well your wires, ye cits, wc bring a blade, 

A bald-pate mailer of the wenching trade. 

Thy gold was fpent on many a Gallic w-c ; 

Rxhautlcd now, thou corn'd to borrow more. 

LIT. In the number of his miftrefles, were alfo fome 
queens, fuch as Eunoc, a moor, the wife of Bogudes, to 
whom and her hufband he made, as Nafo reports, many 
large prefents. But his greateft favorite was Cleopatra, 
with whom he often reveled all night till day-break, and 
would have gone with her through Egypt in a plcafurc- 
feoat, as far as ^Ethiopia, had not the army refufed to fol¬ 
low 
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low him. He afterwards invited her to Rome, whence 
lie fent her back loaded with honors and pvefents, and 
gave her permiflion to call by his name a l'on, who. 
according to the teflimony of fome Greek hiflotians, re- 
fembled Ca;far both in perfon and gait- M. Anthony 
declared in the Senate, that Ctefar had ackno wledged the 
child as his own ; and that C. Mattius, C. Oppius, and 
die reft of Ctefar’s fiiends knew it to be true. On whieft 
occafion Oppius, as if it had been an imputation which 
he was called upon to refute, publifticd a book to fnew, 
“ that the child which Cleopatra fathered upon Csfar, 
was not his.” Helvius Cinna, Tribune of the com¬ 
mons, told feveral perfons as a fa£t, that he had a bill 
ready drawn up, which Cajfar had ordered him to get en¬ 
acted in his abfcnce, that, with the view of procuring 
iffuc, lie might contraft marriage with any one female, 
or as many as he pleafed; and to leave no room for doubt 
of his paffing under an infamous chara&er for unnatural 
le-.vdncfs and adultery, Curio, the father, fays, in one cf 
his fpecchcs, “ He was the hufband of every woman, and 
the wife of every man.” 

LTTI. It is acknowledged even hy his enemies, that 
in rcl'peft of wine he was abftemious. A remark is 
aferihed to M. Cato, “ that he was the only fober man 
amongft all thofe who were engaged in a defign to fufc- 
vert the government.” For, in regard to diet, C. Oppius 
informs us, he was fo indifferent for his own part, that 
when a perfon in whofe houfe he was entertained, had 
ferved him, inftcad of frelh oil, witli oil which had fome 
fort of fcafoning in it, and which the reft of the company 
would not touch, he alone ate very heartily of it, that 
he might not feem to tax the mailer of the honfe with in¬ 
elegance or want of attention. 


LTV. lie 
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LIV. He never difcoi cred any great regard to mode- 
ration, either in his command of the army, or civil offices; 
for we have the teftimony of fome writers, that he re- 
queded money of the Proconful his predeceffor in Spain, 
and the Roman allies in that quarter, for the difcharge of 
his debts; and fome towns of the Lufitanians, notwith- 
flanding they attempted no refifiance to his arms, and 
opened to him their gates, upon his arrival before them, 
he plundered in ahoftile manner. In Gaul, he rifled the 
chapels and temples of the gods, which were filled with 
rich prefents; and demolifhed cities oftencr for the fake 
of plunder, than for any offence they had given him. By 
this means gold became fo plentiful with him, that he ex¬ 
changed it through Italy and the provinces of the empire 
for three thoufand fefterces the pound. In his fir ft Con- 
fulfhip he dole out of the Capitol three thoufand pound 
weight of gold, and placed in the room of it the fame 
weight of gilt brafs. He bartered likewife to foreign na¬ 
tions and princes, for gold, the titles of allies and kings; 
and fqueezed out of Ptolemy alone near fix thoufand ta¬ 
lents, in the name of himfelf aud Pompey. He after¬ 
wards fupported the expence of the civil wars, and of his 
triumphs and public fhows, by the mod flagrant rapine 
and facrilege. 

LV. In point of eloquence and military atchieve- 
ments, he equalled at lead, if he did not furpafs the greated 
men. After his profecution of Dolabclla, he was in- 
dilputably edeemed among the mod didinguiflied plead¬ 
ers. Cicero, in recounting to Brutus the famous orators, 
declares, “ he does not fee that C$far was inferior to any 
one of them ; that he had an elegant, fplendid, noble, 
and magnificent vein of eloquence.” And in a letter to 
C. Nepos, he writes of him in the following terms: 
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“ what! which of all the orators, who, during the 
whole courfe of their lives, have done nothing elfe, can 
you prefer before him ? which of them is ever more point¬ 
ed in expreffion, or more often .commands your ap- 
plaufe ?” In his youth, he feems to have chofen Strabo 
Caifar as his model: out of whofe oration for the Sardi¬ 
nians he has tranfcribed fome paffages literally into his 
Divinatio. He is faid to have delivered himfelf with a 
ihrill voice, and an animated adtion, which was grace¬ 
ful. He has left behind him fome fpeeches, among 
which are a few not genuine ; as that for Ch Metellus. 
Thefe Auguftus fuppofes, and with reafon, to be the pro¬ 
duction of blundering writers of Ihort hand, who were 
not able to follow him in the delivery, rather than any 
thing publifhed by himfelf. For I find in fome copies 
the title is not “ for Metellus,” but “ what he wrote to 
Metelluswhereas the fpeech is delivered in the name 
ofCaefar, vindicating Metellus and himfelf from the afper- 
fions call upon them by their common defamers. The 
fpeech addreffed “ to his foldiers in Spain,” Auguftus 
confiders likewife as fpurious. Under this title we meet 
with two ; one made, as is pretended, in the firft battle, and 
the other in the laft ; at which time Afinius Pollio fays, 
he had not leifure to addrefs the foldiers, on account of 
the fudden affault of the enemy. 

LVI. He has likewife left Commentaries of his own 
tranfadtions both in the Gallic and the civil war with Pom- 
pey; for the author of the Alexandrian, African, and Spunilh 
wars is not known with any certainty. Some think they 
are the production of Oppius, and fome of Hirtius ; the 
latter ot whom compofed the laft book, but an imper¬ 
fect one, of the Gallic war. Of thofe memoirs of Ctefar, 
Cicero in his Brutus fpcalts thus: “ He wrote his memoirs 
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in a manner that greatly deferves approbation: they are 
plain, "precife, and elegant, without any affcdlation of 
ornament. In having thus prepared materials for fucli 
as might be inclined to compofe his hiftory, he may per¬ 
haps have encouraged fome filly creatures to enter upon 
foch a work, who will needs be drefling up his adtions 
in all the extravagance of bombaft; but he has dif- 
couraged wile men from ever attempting the fubjedt.” 
Hirdus delivers his opinion of the' fame memoirs in the 
following terms: “ So great is the approbation with which 
they are univerfally perufed, that, in dead of exciting, he 
feems to have precluded the efforts of any future hiflo- 
rian. Yet with, regard to this fubjecl, we have more 
reafon to admire him than others: for they only know 
how well and corredfly he has written, but we know 
likewife how eaiily and quickly he did it.” Pollio All- 
nius thinks that they were not drawn up with much care, 
or with a due regard to trutli: for he inftnuates that 
Ctefar was too hafty of belief with refpedt to what was 
performed by others under him ; and that, in relpedt: of 
whar he tranfadted in perfon, he has not given a very 
faithful account; either with defign, or through a defedt 
of memory: exprefling at the fame time an opinion that 
Caefar intended a new and more corredf produdHon on 
the lubjeft. He has left behind him likewife two book3 
of Analogy, with the fame number under the title of Anti- 
Cato, and a poem entitled The Journey. Of thefe books 
he compofed the firft two, in his paffage over the Alps, 
as he was returning to his army from holding the af¬ 
fixes in Hither Gaul; the Fecond work about the time of 
rhe battle of Munda; and the laft during the four ar.d 
twenty days he was upon his expedition from Rome 
to Farther Spain. There are extant fome letters of h;s 
to the Senate, written in a manner never pradtiied by any - 
before 
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before him: for they are diftinguifhed into pages in the 
form of a pocket-book; whereas the Confuls and Generals, 
till then, ufed conftantly in their letters to continue the 
line quite acrofs the {heet, without any folding or diflinc- 
tion of pages. There are extant likewife fome letters 
from him to Cicero, and others to his friends concerning 
his domeftic affairs ; in which, if there was occafion for 
fccrefy, he ufed the alphabet in fuch a manner, that not a 
iingle word could be made out. The way to decipher 
thofc epiftles was to fubftitute d for a, and fo of the other 
letters refpedtively. Some things likewife pafs under 
his name, faid to have been written by him when a 
boy, or a very young man; as the Encomium of Her¬ 
cules, a tragedy entitled CEdipus, and a colledlion of 
Apophthegms; all which Auguftus forbid to be pub- 
lilhcd, in a fliort and plain letter to Pompeius Macer, 
whom he had appointed to direct the arrangement of 
his libraries. 

LVII. He was a perfect mailer of his weapons, a com¬ 
plete horfeman, and able to endure fatigue beyond all be¬ 
lief. Upon a march, he ufed to go at the head of his 
troops, fometimes on horfeback, but oftener on foot, 
with his head bare in all kinds of weather. He would 
travel in a poft-chaife at the rate of a hundred miles a day, 
and pafs rivers in his way by fwimming, or fupported 
with leathern bags filled with wind, fo that he often 
prevented all intelligence of his approach. 

LVIII. In his expeditions, it is difficult to fay whe¬ 
ther his caution or boldnefs was mod confpicuous. He ne¬ 
ver marched his army by a rout which was liable to any- 
arr.bulh of the enemy, without having previoufly examined 
the fituation of the places by his fcouts. Nor did he pafs 
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over into Britain, before he had made due enquiry re- 
fpedling the navigation, the harbours, and the moft con¬ 
venient accefs to the ifland. But when advice was brought 
to him of the liege of a camp of his in Germany, he 
made his way to his men, through the enemy’s guards, 
in a Gallic habit. He crofled the fea from Brnndifium- 
and Dyrrachium, in the winter, through tire midft of the 
enemy’s fleets ; and the troops which he had ordered to 
follow him not making that halte which he expected, 
after he had feveral times fent meffengers to expedite them, 
in vain, he at laft went privately, and alone, aboard a 
a fmall vefiel in the night time, with his head muffled up: 
nor did he difeover who he was, or fufter the mailer to 
delift from profecuting the voyage, though die wind blew 
ftrong againfl them, until they were ready to fink. 

LTX. He was never difeouraged from any enierprife, 
nor retarded in the profecution of it, by any ill omens. 
When a vi£tim which he was about to offer in facrifice, 
had made its efcape, he did not therefore defer his ex¬ 
pedition againll Scipio and Juba. And happening to fall, 
upon ftepping out of the £hip, he gave a lucky turn to the 
omen, by exclaiming, “ I hold thee fad, Africa.” In ri¬ 
dicule of the prophecies which were fpread abroad, as if 
the name of the Scipio’s was, by the decrees of fate, for¬ 
tunate and invincible in that province, he retained in the 
camp a profligate wretch, of the family of the Cornelii, 
who, on account of his foandalous life, was furnamed 
Salutio. 

LX. He engaged in battle not only upon previous de¬ 
liberation, but upon the fudden when an occafion pre- 
fented itfelf; often immediately after a march, and fome- 
times during the moft difmal weather, when nobody could 
imagine 
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Imagine be would ftir. Nor was he ever backward in 
lighting, until towards the end of his life. He then was 
of opinion, that the oftener he had come off with fuccefs, 
the lefs he ought to expofc himfelf to new hazards ; and 
that he- could never acquire fo much by any vidtory, as 
he might lofe bv a mifearriage. He never defeated an 
enemy whom he did not at the fame time drive out of 
their camp ; fo warmly did he purfuc his advantage, that 
he gave them no time to rally their force. When the 
iflue of a battle was doubtful, he fent away all the of¬ 
ficers’ horfes, and in the firft place his own, that being de¬ 
prived of that convenience for flight, they might be under 
the greater ncceffity of Handing their ground. 

LXI. He rode a very remarkable horfe, with feet al- 
raoll like thofe of a man, his hoofs being divided in fuch a 
manner as to have fome refcmblance to toes. This horfe 
he had bred himfelf, and took particular care of, becaufe 
the foothfayers interpreted thofe circumftances into an 
omen, that the pofleflor of him would be mafter of the 
world. He backed him too himfelf, for the horfe would 
fuffer no other rider ; and he afterwards ere£ted a ftatue 
of him before the temple of Venus Genitrix. 

LXH. He often alone, by his courage and adtivitv, re- 
ftored the fortune of a battle ; oppofing and flopping fuch 
of his troops as fled, and turning them by the jaws upon 
the enemy ; though many of them were fo terrified, thac 
& ftandard-bearer, upon his flopping him, made a pafs at 
him ; and another, upon a fimilar occation, left his ftand- 
ard in his hand. 

LXIII. The following ir.ftances of his refolution are 
equally, and even more rema’.kable. After the battle of 
F Fharfalia, 
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Pharfalia, having fent his troops before him into Afia, as 
he was palling the Hellefpont in a ferry-boat, he met with 
L. Caffius, one of the oppofiie part)’, with ten {hips of 
war 5 whom he-was fo far from avoiding, that he advan¬ 
ced dole up to him; when, adviiing him to furrenderi and 
the other complying, he took him into the boat. 

LXIV. At Alexandria, in the attack of a bridge, being 
forced by a fudden fally of the enemy into a boat, and fe- 
veral hurrying in with him, he leaped into the fea, and 
favcd himfelf by fwimming to the next {hip, which lay 
at the diftance of two hundred paces ; holding up his left 
hand out of the water, for fear of wetting fome papers 
which he hdd in it; and pulling his general’s cloak after 
him with his teeth, left it lhould fall into the hands of the 
enemy. 

LXV. He never eftimated a foldier by his manners 
or fortune, but by his ftrength alone; and treated them 
with equal feverity and indulgence; for he did not always 
keep a ftri£t hand over them, except when an enemy was 
near. Then indeed he was fo rigorous an exadlor of dif- 
cipline, that he would give no notice of march or battle, 
until the moment he was to enter upon them; that the 
troops might hold themfelves in readinefs for any fudden 
movement; and he would frequently draw them, out of 
the camp, without any neceflity for it, efpecially in rainy 
weather, and upon holy-days. Sometimes, giving, them 
warning to watch him, he would fuddenly withdraw 1 
himfelf by day or night, and would oblige them to long 
marches, on purpofe to tire them, if they were tardy. 

LXVI. When at any time his foldiers weredifeouraged 
by lepons of ti e great force of the enemy, he recovered 
them, 
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them, not by denying the truth of what was faid,. of by 
diminifhing the fa£t, but on the contrary, by exaggerat¬ 
ing every particular. Accordingly, when his troops were 
under great apprehenlions of the arrival of king Juba, he 
called them together, and faid, “ I have to inform you 
that in a very few days the king will be here, with ten le¬ 
gions, thirty thoufand horfe, a hundred thoufand light¬ 
armed foot, and three hundred elephants. Let none there¬ 
fore prefume to make any farther enquiry, or to give their 
opinion upon the fubjecf, but take my word for what I 
tell you, which I have from undoubted intelligence; other- 
wife I lhall put them aboard a crazy old veflel, and leave 
them expofed to the mercy of the winds.” 

LXVII. He neither took notice of all their faults; 
nor proportioned his punilhments ta the nature of 
them. But after deferters and mutineers he made the 
mod diligent enquiry, and puniflied them feverely: 
other delinquents he would connive at. Sometimes, 
after a fuccefsful battle, he would grant them a relaxa¬ 
tion from all kinds of duty, and leave them to revel at 
pleafure; being ufed to boaft, “ that his foldicrs fought 
nothing the worfe for being perfumed.” In his fpeeches, 
he never addrelTed them by the title of “ Soldiers,” but 
by the fofter appellation of “ Fellow-foldiers and kept 
them in fuch fine condition, that their arms were orna¬ 
mented with filver and gold, not only for the purpofe of 
making the better appearance, but to render the foldiers 
more tenacious of them in battle, from their value. He 
loved his troops to fuch a degree, that when he heard of 
the difafter of thofe under Titurius, he neither cut his 
hair not fhaved his beard, until he had revenged it upon 
the enemy ; by which means he engaged extremely their 
affedlion, and rendered them to the laft degree brave. 

E 2 LXVI1I. Upon 
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LXVITT. Upon his entering into the civil war, the 
centurions of every legion offered, each of them to main¬ 
tain a horfeman at his own expence, and the whole ar¬ 
my agreed to ferve gratis, -without either corn or pay ; 
thofe amongft them who were rich charging themfelves 
-with the maintenance of the poor. No one of them, dur¬ 
ing the whole courfe of the war, went over to the 
enemy ; and mod of thofe who were made prifoners, 
though they were offered their lives, upon the condition 
of bearing arms againft him, refufed to accept the terms. 
They endured want, and other hardfltips, not only when 
themfelves were befieged, hut when they befteged others, 
to fuch a degree, that Pompey, when blocked up in the 
neighbourhood of Dyrrachium, upon feeing a fort of 
bread made of an herb, which they lived upon, faid, 
“ I have to do with wild beads,” and ordered it immedi¬ 
ately to be taken away ; becaufe, if his troops ihould fee 
it, they might be impreffed with a dangerous apprehen- 
fion of the hardinefs and defperate refolution of the ene¬ 
my. With what bravery they fought, one inftance af¬ 
fords fnfficient proof; which is, that ader an unfuccefs- 
fiil engagement at Dyrrachium, they defired him to pu- 
nifh them ; infomuch that their general found it more 
neceffary to comfort than puniih them. In otherbat- 
tles, in different parts, they defeated with cafe immenfe 
atmies of the enemy, though they were much inferior to 
them in number. To conclude, one battalion of the 
fixth legion held out a fort againd four legions belong¬ 
ing to Pompev, during feveral hours ; being almoft every¬ 
one of them wounded, by the vad number of arrows dif- 
charged againd them, and of which there were found 
within the ramparts a hundred and thirty thoufand. This 
is no way furpriiing, when we conlider the behaviour 
of lomc individual- amongft them fuch as that of Caf-' 
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flus Screva, or G. Acilius a common foldier. Scseva, af¬ 
ter he had an eye ftruck out, was run through the thigh 
and the flioulder, and had his fliield pierced in a hun¬ 
dred and twenty places, maintained obftinately the guard 
of a gate in a fort, with the command of which he was 
entrufted. Acilius, in the fea-fight at Marfeillcs, having 
feized a fliip of the enemy with his right hand, and that 
being cut off, in imitation of that memorable inflance of 
refolution in Cynaegirus amongft the Greeks, leaped in¬ 
to the fliip, bearing down all before him with the bofs of 
hi6 fliield. 

LXIX. They never once mutinied during all the ten 
years of the Gallic war, but were fometimes a little refrac¬ 
tory in the courfe of the civil war. They always how¬ 
ever returned quickly to their duty, and that not through 
the compliance, but the authority of their general: for 
he never gave ground, but conftantly oppofed them on 
fuch occafions. The whole ninth legion he difmiffed 
with ignominy at Placentia, though Pompey was at that 
time in arms; and would not receive them again into 
his fervice, until not only they had made the mod: hum¬ 
ble fubmiffion and entreaty, but that the ringleaders in the 
mutiny were punifhed. 

I.XX. When the foldicrs of the tenth legion at Rome 
demanded their difeharge, and rewards for their fcrvice, 
with great threats, and no fmall danger to the city, though 
at that lime the war was warmly carried on againft him 
in Africa, he immediately, notwirhdanding all the efforts 
of his friends, who endeavored to prevent him from 
taking fuch a'meafure, came up to the legion, and dif- 
banded it. But addreffing them by the title of “ Quiri— 
tes,” indead of “ Soldiers,” he by this fmglc word fo 
E 3 thoroughly 
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thoroughly regained their affections, that they immediate¬ 
ly cried out, they were his “ foldiers,” and followed him 
into Africa, though he had refilled their fervice. He 
neverthelefs punifhed the rnoft fcditious amongft them, 
with the lofc of a third of their lhare in the plunder, and 
the land which had been intended for them. 

LXXI. In the fervice of his clients, while yet a young 
man, he evinced great zeal and fidelity. He defended 
the caule of a noble youth, Mafintha, againft king Hi- 
empfal, fo ftrenuoufly, that in a wrangle which happened 
upon the occafion, he feized by the beard the fon of king 
Juba ; and upon Mafintha being declared tributary to 
Hiempfal, while the friends of the adverfe party were 
violently carrying him off, he immediately refcued him 
by force, kept him concealed in his houfe a long time, 
and when, at the expiration of his Prtetorfliip, he went 
to Spain, he earned him with him in his litter, amidfl 
his feijcants, and others who had come to.attend and take 
leave of him. 

LXXII. He always treated his friends with that good 
nature and kindnefs, that when C. Oppius, in travelling 
with him through a forefi, was fuddenly taken ill, he 
reGgned to him the only place there was to lodge in at 
night, and lay himfelf upon the ground, and in the open 
air. When he had come to have in his own hands the 
whole power of the commonwealth, he advanced fome 
of his faithful adherents, though of mean extraction, to 
the highefl polls in the government. And when he was 
cenfured for this partiality, he openlv faid, “ Had I been 
affifled by robbers and cut-throats in the defence of my 
honor, I fhould have made them the fame recom- 
penfe.” 

LXXIU. He 
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LXXI1I. He never in any quarrel conceived fo im¬ 
placable a refentment, as not very willingly to renounce 
it yvhen an opportunity occurred. Though C. Memm.us 
had publilhed fome extremely virulent fpeeches againft 
him, and he had anfwered him with equal acrimony, yet 
he afterwards affiftedhim with his vote and intereft, when 
he flood candidate for the Confullhip. When C. Cal- 
vus, after puUiGiing fome fcandalous epigrams again ft 
him, endeavored to cffe£t a reconciliation by the inter- 
ceffion of friends, he wrote of his own accord die hr(l 
letter. And when Valerius Catullus, who had, as he 
hitnfelf obferved, in his verfes upon Mamurra, put fuch 
a ftain upon his character as never could be obliterated, 
begged his pardon, he invited him to fupper the fame 
day ; and continued to take up his lodging with his fai 
ther occalionally, as he had been accuftomed to dp, 

LXXIV. His difpofition was naturally averfe to feve- 
rity in retaliation. After he had made the pirates, by 
whom he had been taken, prifoners, becaufe he had fworn 
he would crucify them, he did fo indeed ; but previoufly 
to the execution of that fentence, ordered their throats 
to be cut. He could never bear the thought of doing any 
harm to Cornelius Phagitas, who had trepanned him in 
the night, with the defign of carrying him to Sylla ; and 
from whofe euftoJy, not without much difficulty and a 
large bribe likewife, he had been able to extricate him- 
felf. Philemon, his fecreiary, who had made a promife 
to his enemies to poifon him, he put to death only, with¬ 
out torture. When he was fummoned as a witnefs 
againfl P. Clodius, his wife Pompeii’s gallant, who was 
proiecuted for a pollution of religious ceremonies, he de- 
(Jeclared he knew nothing of the affair, though his mo¬ 
ther Aurelia, and his filler Julia, gave the court an exact 
E 4 and 



and fell account of fee tranfa&ion. And being aSked, 
why then he had divorced his wife ? “ Becauie, faid he, 
I would have thofe of my family untainted, not only with 
guilt, but with the fufpicion of it likewife.” 

LXXV. Both in the administration of government, 
and his behaviour towards the vanquished party in the 
civil war, he Shewed a wonderful moderation and cle¬ 
mency. And whilft Pompey declared that he would con¬ 
sider all thofe as enemies, who did not take arms in de¬ 
fence of the republic, he 'defired it to be understood, that 
he Should regard all thofe who remained neuter as his 
friends. In refpect of all thofe to whom he had, on Pom- 
pey’s recommendation, given any command in the army, 
he left them at perfect liberty to go over to him, if they 
pleafed. When feme propofals were made at Ilerda for 
a feriender, which gave rife to a free communication be¬ 
tween the two camps, and Afranius and Petreius, upon a 
fudden change of refolution, had put to the fword all 
Cad'ar’s men that were found in the camp, he fcorned 
to imitate the bafe treachery which they had practifed 
againft himfelf. In the field of Pharfalia, he called out 
to die foldiers “ to fpare their fellow-citizens,” and after¬ 
wards gave liberty to every man in his army to fave an 
enemy. None of them, fo far as appears, loft their lives 
but in batde, excepting only Afranius, Fauftus, and young 
Lucius Csfar ; and it is thought that even they were put • 
to death without his confent. Afranius and Fauftus had 
borne arms againft him, after their pardon had been 
granted them ; and L. Catfar had not only in the moft 
cruel manner deftroyed with fire and fword his freedmen 
and Slaves, but cut to pieces the wild beafts which he had 
prepared for the entertainment of the people. And finally, 
a lirrlc before his death, he granted liberty to all whom 
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he had not before pardoned, to return into Italy, and'admit¬ 
ted them to a capacity of bearing offices both civil and 
military. He even eredted again the flatues of'Sylla and 
Pompey, which had been dirown down by the populace; 
And any machinations againfl him, or refledlions upon 
him, he chofe rather to put a flop to, than punifh. Ac¬ 
cordingly, with regard to any confpiracies againfl him 
which were difcovercd, or nightly cabals, he went no 
farther than to intimate by a proclamation that he knew 
of them ; and as to thofe who indulged themfelves in 
the liberty of rcflcdling feverely upon him, he only warn¬ 
ed them in a public fpeech not to perftfl in their oblo¬ 
quy. He bore with great moderation a virulent libel 
written againfl him by Aldus Cxcinna, and the abufive 
lampoons of Pitholaiis, mofl highly refledling on his re¬ 
putation. 

LXXVI. His other adlioris and declarations, however, 
with regard to the public, fo far outweigh all his good 
qualities, that it is thought he abufed his power, and 
was juflly cut off. For he not only accepted of excef- 
five honors, as tire Confulfhip every year fucceflively, 
the Didlatorfhip for life, and the Superintendencv of the 
public manners, but likewife the title of Imperator, and 
the Father of his country, befides a flatue amongfl the 
kings, and a throne in the place allotted to the Senators 
in tlie theatre. He even fuffered fome things to be de¬ 
creed for him, that were; unfuitablc to the greateft of hu¬ 
man kind ; fuch as a golden chair in the Senate-houfe, 
and upon the bench when he fat for the trial of caufes, 
a flately chariot in the Circenfian proceflion, temples, al¬ 
tars, images near the Gods, a bed of ftate in the temples, 
a peculiar prieft, and a college of pricfls, like thofe ap¬ 
pointed in honor of Pan, and that one of the months 
8 fhould 




Should be called by his name. He indeed both a (Turned 
to himfelf, and granted to others, every kind of di func¬ 
tion at pleafure. In his third and fourth Confulfhip, he 
had only the title of the office, being content with the 
power of Dictator, which was conferred upon him at 
the fame time; and in both years he fubftituted other 
Confuls in his room, during the three laft months; fo that 
in the intervals he held no affemblies of the people, for 
the eledlion of magiftrates, excepting only Tribunes and 
./Ediles of the commons ; and appointed officers, under 
the name of Prefects, inftead of the Praetois, to admi- 
nifler the affairs of the city during his abfence The 
honor of the Confulihip, which had juft become vacant 
by the fudden death of one of the Coufuls, he inftantly 
conferred, the day before the firft of January, upon a per- 
fon who requefted it of him, for a few hours. With 
the fame unwarrantable freedom, regardlefs of the con- 
ftanc ufage of his country, he nominated the magiftrates 
for feveral years to come. He granted the infignia of 
the Confular dignity to ten perfons of Pretorian rank. 
He called up into the Senate fome who had been made 
free of the city, and even natives of Gaul, who were 
little better than barbarians. He likewife appointed to 
the management of the mint, and the public revenue of 
die ftate, fome of his own fervants ; and entrufted the 
command of three legions, which he left at Alexandria, 
to an old catamite of his, the fon of his freed-man Ru- 
finus. 

LXXVII. He gave way to the fame extravagance in 
His public converfation, as T. Ampius informs us; ac¬ 
cording to whom he faid, “ The commonwealth is no¬ 
thing but a name, without fubftance, or lo much as the 
appearance of any, Sylla was an illiterate fellow to lay 
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down the Diftatorlhip. Men ought to be more cauti¬ 
ous in their converfe with me, and look upon what I 
fay as a law.” To fuch a pitch of arrogance did he 
proceed, that when a footh-fayer brought him word, 
that the entrails of a vi&irn opened for facrifice were 
without a heart; he faid, “ The entrails will be more 
favorable when I pleafe ; and it ought not to be regard¬ 
ed as any ill omen if a beaft fliould be deftitute of a 
heart.” 

LXXVI1I. But what brought upon him the greateft and 
moft invincible odium, was his receiving the whole body 
of the Senate fitting, when they came to wait upon him 
before the temple of Venus Genitrix, with many honor¬ 
able decrees in his favor. Some fay, as he attempted to 
rife, he was held down by Corn. Balbus. Others fay, 
he did not attempt it at all, but looked fomewhat dif- 
pleafed at C. Trebatius, who put him in mind of Handing 
up. This behaviour appeared the more intolerable in 
him, becaufe, when one of the Tribunes of the commons, 
Pontius Aquila, would not rife up to him, as in his tri¬ 
umph he palled by the place where they fat, he was fo 
much offended, that he cried out, “ Well then, mailer 
Tribune, take the government out of my hands.” And 
for fomc days after, he never promiled a favor to any 
perfon, without this provifo, “ if Pontius Aquila will 

LXXIX. To this extraordinary affront upon the Se¬ 
nate, he added an aftion yet more outrageous. For 
when, after the facrifice of the Latin feftival, he was re¬ 
turning home, amidft the incelfant and unufnal accla¬ 
mations of the people, one of the crowd put upon a 
llatue of him a laurel crown, with a white ribbon tied 
round 
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round it, and the Tribunes of the commons, Epidius 
Marulius, and Csefetius Flavus, ordered the ribbon to be 
taken away, and the man to be carried to prifon ; being 
much concerned either that the mention of his advance¬ 
ment to regal power had been fo unluckily made, or, as 
he pretended, that the glory of refuting it had been thus 
taken from him, he reprimanded the Tribunes very fe~ 
verely, and diimiffcd them both from their office.' From 
that day forward, he was never able to wipe off the fcan- 
dal of affeifting the .name of king; though he replied to 
the people, when they faluted him by that title, “ My 
name is Csfar, not King.” And at the feaft of the Luper- 
calia *, when the Conful Anthony in the Roftra put a 
crown upon his head feveral times, he as often put it 
away, and fent it into the Capitol to Jupiter. A report 
was extremely current, that he had a defign of removing 
to Alexandria or Ilium, whither he propofed to transfer 
the ftrength of die empire, to drain Italy by new levies, 
and to leave the government of the city to be adminif- 
tered by his friends. To this report it was added, that 
in the next meeting of the Senate, L. Cotta, one of the 
fifteen commiffioners entrufled with the care of the + Si¬ 
byl’s 

* The Luperealia was a feftival, celebrated in a place 
called Lapercal, in the month of February, in honor of Pan. 
Turing the folemnity, the Lustre:, or priefts of that God, 
ran up and down the city naked, with only a girdle of goat’s 
fkin round their waiir, and thongs of the fame in their 
bands: with which they ftruck tliofe they met, particularly 
married women, who were thence luppofed to be rendered 

f The origin of thefe celebrated books is faid to have 
been as follows. A certain woman, named Amalthaea, came 
from a foreign country to Tarquinius Superbus, williing to 
fell 
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byl’s books, would make a motion in the houfe, that as 
there was in thofe books a prophecy, that the Parthians 
fell nine hooks of Sibylline or prophetic oracles. Upon 
Tarquin’s refufal to give her the price which file afked, (lie 
went away and burnt three of them; returning foon after, 
and demanding the fame price for the remaining fix. Being 
now ridiculed by the king, as a fenfelefs old woman, fhe 
went, and burnt other three ; and coming back, demanded, 
as before, the fame price for the three which remained. 
Tarquin, furprifed at the flrange conduct of the woman, 
confulted the Augurs what he fhould do. They, regretting 
the lofs of the books which had been deftroyed, advifed the 
king to give the price required. The woman therefore de¬ 
livered the books, and having defired them to be carefully 
kept, difappeared. Tarquin committed the care of thofe 
books to two men of illuftrious birth, one of whom, prov¬ 
ing unfaithful to his truft, he is faid to have puttilhed, by 
ordering him to be fewed up alive in a fack, and thrown into 
the fea ; the mode of punifhment afterwards inflifted upon 
parricides. The number of perfons appointed to the care of 
thofe oracles was increafed, at different times, to ten, fif¬ 
teen, and by Julius C*far to fixteen. The Sibylline books 
were fuppofed to contain the fate of the Roman govern¬ 
ment, and therefore, upon occafions of public danger or 
calamity, the keepers were frequently ordered by the Senate 
to confnlt thofe oracular productions. They were depofit- 
ed in a ftone cheft, under ground, in the temple of Jupiter 
Capitolinus; but the Capitol being burnt in the time of the 
Marfic war, the Sibylline books perillied with it. To fup- 
ply this lofs, we are informed by Tacitus that ambafladors 
were fent every where to collect the oracles of the Sibyls; 
for there were other women of this denomination befides 
Amalthaia who came to Tarquin. One of them, the Erv- 
thncan Sibyl, Cicero tells us, ufed to utter her oracles with 
inch ambiguity, that whatever happened, fhe might feem to 
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fhould never be fubdued but by a king, Csefar fiiould Have 
that title conferred upon him. 

LXXX. This was the reafon why the confpirators 
agaiaft his life precipitated the execution of their defign, 
left they fhould be obliged to comply with the propofal. 
Inftead therefore of caballing any longer feparately, in 
fmall parties, they now united their counfels ; the people 
themftlves being diftatisfied with die prefent ftate of af¬ 
fairs, both privately and publicly condemning the ty¬ 
ranny under which they labored, and calling out for 
fome patriots to affert their caufe againft the ufurper. 
Upon the admiffion of foreigners into the Senate, a 
billet was ported up in thefe words : “ A good deed: 
that no one fhould fhew a new Senator the way to the 
houfe.” Thefe verfes were likewife currently repeated : 

Gallos Caefar in triumphum duci:: iidem in curia 

Gaili braccas depofuerunt, latum cla'. um fumpferunt. 

The ranquifli’d Gauls, triumphant from diftrefs, 

Hare chang’d their bracere for Patrician dreis. 

When Maximus, who had been deputed by him 
for the laft three months of his Confullhip, entered the 
theatre, and his officer, according to cuftom, bid the 
people take notice who was coming, they all cried out, 
“ He is no Conful.” After the removal of Ctefetius and 
Marullus from their office, they were found to have 
a great many votes at the next eleftion of Confuls. 
Some wrote under the ftatue of L. Brutus, “ Would 
you were alive !” and under the ftatue of Cmfar him- 
felf thefe lines: 

Brutus, quia reges ejecit, Conful primus fact us eft : 

Hie, quia Confides ejecit, rex poftremo fadtus eft. 
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Brutus, becaufe he drove the royal race 

From Rome, was firfl made Conful in their place. 

This man, becaufe he put the Confuls down, 

Has been rewarded with a regal crown. 

Above fixty perfons were engaged in the confpiracy 
againft him, the chief of whom were C. Cafiius, M. and 
Decimus Brutus. It was at firft debated among!! them, 
whether they Ihould attack him in the Field of Mars, 
as he was fummoning the tribes to vote, and fome of them 
fhould throw him off the bridge, whilft others fhould be 
ready to ftab him upon his fall; or elfe in the Sacred 
Way, or in the entrance of the theatre. But after pub¬ 
lic notice was given by proclamation for the Senate to 
alienable npon the Ides of March, in the Senate-houfe 
built by Pompey, they approved both of the time and 
place, as moil proper for their purpofe. 

LXXXI. Cffifar had warning given him of his fate 
by feveral plain prodigies. A few months before, when 
fome of the colony fettled, by virtue of a law propofed 
by himfelf, at Capua, were demolifliing fome old fepul- 
chres, for the building of country-houfes, and were the 
more eager in' that work, becaufe they difeovered fome 
veflels of antique workmanlhip; a table of brafs was 
found in a tomb, in which Capys the founder ol Capua 
was faid to be buried, with an infeription in the Greek 
language to this effeiSt: “ Whenever the bones of Capys 
come to be difeovered, a defeendent of Julus will be flain 
by the hands of his relations, and his death revenged bv 
dreadful devaftations throughout Italy.” Left any per- 
fon Ihould regard this anecdote as a fabulous ftory, it 
was circulated upon the authority of C. Balb.us, an inti¬ 
mate friend of Ccefar’s. A few days likewife before bis 
death, fome hotfes, which, upon his palling the Rubi- 
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con, he had confecrated, and let loofe to graze without 
any keeper, he was informed, abfrained entirely from 
eating, and wept copioufly. The footh-fayer Spurinna, 
upon the credit of fome ominous appearances in a facri- 
fice which he was offering, advifed him to beware of 
danger ; otherwife that fome mifchief would befall him 
before the Ides of March were over. The day immedi¬ 
ately preceding the Ides, birds .of various kinds from a 
neighbouring grove, purfuing a wren which flew into 
Pompey’s Senate-houfe, with a lprig of laurel in its bill, 
tore it there all in pieces. The night too before the day 
of his being flain, he dreamed that he had got above the 
clouds, and had fhaken’hands with Jupiter. His wife 
Calpumia fancied in her fleep that the roof of the houfe 
was tumbling down, and her hufband ftabbed in her bo- 
fom; immediately upon which the chamber-doors flew 
open. On account not only of thefc omens, but his 
bad ftate of health, he was in fome doubt whether he 
fhould no: keep at home, and delay to. fome other time 
rhe bufinefs which he intended to propofe tp the Senate ; 
but Decimus Brutus adviiing him not to difappoint the 
Senators who were met in a full houfe, and waited his 
coming, he was prevailed upon to go, and accordingly 
fet forward about five o’clock. In his way, there was 
put into his hands a paper, containing an account of the 
plot, which he mixed with fome other papers he held in 
his left hand, as if he would read it by and by. Not- 
withftanding vifiim after victim was flain, without any 
favorable ' appearances in the entrails, he, difregarding 
all t’nofe admonitions, entered the houfe, laughing at Spu¬ 
rinna as a falfe prophet, becaufe the Ides of March were 
come, 'vithout any mifchief having befallen him. To 
which the footft-faycr replied, “ They are come, indeed, 
but not'paft.” 


LXXXIT. When 
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LXXXIL When he had fat down, the confpirators 
gathered about him under color of paying their com¬ 
pliments ; and immediately Cimber Tullius, who had en¬ 
gaged to begin the onfet, advancing nearer than the reft, 
as if he had fome favor to requeft of him, Csefar made 
iigns to him to defer it to fome other time. The former 
immediately feized him by the toga, upon both fhoulders ; 
at which the latter crying out, “ This is plain violence,” 
one of the Caflius’s wounded him a little below the throat. 
Caefar laid hold of him by the arm, and ran it through 
with his ftyle *; and endeavoring to rufh forward, was 
flopped by another wound. Finding himfelf now attacked 
on all hands with drawn fwords, lie wrapped up his head 
in his toga, and at the fame time drew the lap of it over 
his legs, that he might fall the more decently, with the 
lower part of his body covered. He was dabbed with three 
and twenty wounds, fetching a groan only upon the firlt 
wound ; though fome authors relate, that when M. Bru¬ 
tus came upon him, he faid, “ What! art thou one of 
them too, thou, my foil + ?” The confpirators difperfing 
themfelves 

* The Jiylus or graphlum was an iron pencil, broad at one 
end, with a fliarp point at the other, ufed for writing upon 
waxen tables, the leaves or bark of trees, plates of brafs, or 
lead, &c. For writing upon paper or parchment, the Ro¬ 
mans employed a reed, fliarpened and fplit in the point like 
our pens, called calamus, arundo, or canna. Tins they dip¬ 
ped in a black liquor emitted by the cuttle filh, and which 
ferved them as ink. 

f This paffage is tranflated as it Hands in moll of the edi¬ 
tions of Suetonius: but thefe words are not in the Salmafiau 
copy, and I am ftrongly inclined to rejeft their authority. 
] t is extremely improbable that Catfar, who had never before 
avowed Brutus to be his fon, fhould make fo unneeeflary 
F an 
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themfelves upon the perpetration of the aft, he lay for 
fome time after he -was dead, until three of his Haves put 
the body into a chair, and carried it home, with one of 
the chair-poles hanging lower than the reft, for want of 
a fourth man to bear it. Amongft fo many wounds, there 
was none mortal, in the opinion of the furgeon Antiftius, 
but the fecond, which he received in the breaft. The con- 
fpirators once intended to drag his body, after they had 
killed him, into the Tiber, to confifcate his eftate, and 
cancel all the afts of his adminiftration; but from fear of 
M. Antony, and Lepidus, Mafter of the horfe to Ctefar 
as Diftator, they relinquilhed the defign. 

LXXXIII. At the inftance of L. Pifo his father-in- 
law, his will was opened and read in M. Antony’s houfe, 
which he had made on the Ides of the preceding Septem¬ 
ber, at a country-feat of his near Lavicum, and had com¬ 
mitted to the cuftody of the eldeft of the Veftal Virgins. 
Qi Tubero informs us, that in all his wills, made from 
the time of his firft Confullhip to the breaking out of the 
civil war, Cn. Pompey was his heir, and the fame was 
notified in a public manner to the army. But in his laft, 
he named three heirs, the grandfons of his lifters j C. Oc- 

an acknowledgement to that purpofe, at the moment of his 
death. Exclufive of this obje&ion, the apoftrophe feems 
too verbofe, both for the fuddennefs and celerity of the oc- 
calion. But this is not all. Can we fuppofe that Ctefar, 
though a perfect mafter of the Greek, would at fuch a time 
have exprriTed himfelf in that language, rather than the 
Latin, his familiar tongue, and in which he fpoke with pe¬ 
culiar elegance ? Upon the whole, the probability is, that 
the words uttered by Csefar were, Et tzi Brute ! which, while 
equally expreffive of aftonifhment with the other, and even 
of tendernefr, are both more natural, and more emphatic. . 
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tavius for three fourths of his eftate, and L. PinariuS 
and Q;. Pedius for the fourth between them: the other 
heirs in remainder were fpecified towards the conclufion 
of the will. He likewife adopted C. Odtavius into his fa¬ 
mily, with an intention that he fhould affume his name. 
Moll of thofe who were concerned in his death he had 
named amongft the guardians of his fon, if he Ihould have 
any; and D. Brutus amongft the fecond heirs. He left as a 
legacy to the people his gardens near the Tiber, and three 
hundred feftcrces each man. 


LXXXIV. The time for his funeral being fixed by 
proclamation, a pile was erected in the Field of Mars, 
near the tomb of bis daughter Julia; and before the Rof- 
tra a gilt tabernacle, in the form of the temple of Venus 
Genitrix; within which was an ivory bed, covered with 
fcarlet and cloth of gold. At the head was a trophy,' 
with the garment in which he was flam. Becaufe it was 
thought that the whole day would not be fufiBcient for 
carrying in folemn proceflion before the corpfe the fune¬ 
ral oblations, dire£lions were given for every one, with¬ 
out regard to order, to carry them into the field by 
what way they pleafed. In the plays a died at the fu¬ 
neral, feveral paflages, to raife pity and indignation at 
his death, were fung from Pacuvius’s tragedy, entitled, 
“ The Trial for Arms.” 



And fome paflages likewife out of Attilius’s tragedy, call¬ 
ed Eledtra, to the fame effedl. Inftead of a funeral pane¬ 
gyric, the Conful Antony ordered a crier to read aloud 
Fa to 
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to the company, the decree of the Senate, in which they had 
bellowed upon him all honors divine and human, with the 
oath by which they had engaged themfe'lves for the defence 
of his perfon; and to thefe he added only a few words of 
his own. The magiftrates, and others who had former¬ 
ly been in the fame capacity, carried the bed from the 
Roftra into the Forum. While fome propofed that the 
body ihould be burnt in the moft facred apartment of the 
temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, and others in Fompey’s Se- 
nate-houfe ; on a fudden two men, with fwords by their 
fides, and each a couple of lances in their hands, fet fire 
to the bed with lighted torches. Immediately the whole 
company prefent threw in dry faggots, the defks and 
benches of the adjoining courts, and whatever came to 
hand. Then the mulicians and players ftripped off the 
cloaths they had from the furniture of his triumphs for 
the prefent occafion, tore them, and threw them into the 
flames. His veteran foldiers likewife caft in the armour, 
which they had put on to attend his funeral. Moft of the 
ladies did the fame by their ornaments, with the bulla; # 
and coats of their children. In this public mourning there 
joined a multitude of foreigners, expreffing their forrow 
according to' the fafhion of their refpe£live countries; but 
Specially the Jews, who for feveral nights together fre¬ 
quented the place where the body was burnt. 

LXXXV. Immediately after the funeral, the populace 
ran with torches to the houfes of Brutus and Caflius, and 
were with difficulty obliged to retire. Going in quell of 

* The Bulla, generally made of gold, was a hollow globe 
which boys wore upon their breaft, pendent from a firing or 
ribbon put round the neck. The fons of freedmen and poorer 
citizens ufed only globes of leather. 
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Cornelius Cinna, who had the day before in a fpccch re- 
fledted feverely upon Csefar, and miftaking for him Hel- 
vius Cinna, who happened to fall into their hands, they 
murdered the latter, and carried his head about the city on 
the point of a fpcar. They afterwards eredted a column 
pfNumidian marble, confiftiug of one ftone near twen¬ 
ty feet high, and inferibed upon it thefe words, “ To the 
Father of his Country.” At this column they continued 
for a long time to offer facrifices, make vows, and decide 
controverfies, uflng for that purpofe an oath by the name 
of Csefar. 

LXXXVT. Some of Csefar’s friends entertained a con¬ 
jecture, that he neither defired nor cared to live any long¬ 
er, on account of his bad ftate of health ; and for that rea- 
fon flighted all the prognoftics of death, and the informa¬ 
tion of his friends. Others are of opinion, that thinking 
himfelf fecure in the late decree of the Senate, and their 
oath, he difmifled his Spanifh guards that attended him 
•with their fwords. Others again fuppofe, that he cliofe 
rather to encounter the dangers which threatened him on 
all hands, than to be conftantly on his guard againft 
them. Some tell us, he ufed to fay, that the public was 
more interefted in the fafety of his perfon than himfelf: 
for that he had for fome time been fatiated with power 
and glory; but that the commonwealth, if any thing. 
iliould befall him, would not be quiet, and would involve 
itfelf in another civil war upon worfe terms than before. 

LXXXVII. This however was generally admitted, that 
his death was almoft fuch a one as he defired might be his 
fate. For upon reading the account delivered by Xenophon, 
how Cyrus in his laft illncfs gave inftrudlions about his 
funeral, not liking fo lingering a death, he wifhed that he 
F 3 might 



might have a fudden and quick one. And the day before 
he died, the converfation at table, in the houfe of M. Le- 
pidus, turning upon what was the moil eligible way of 
dying, he gave his opinion in favor of a death that is hid¬ 
den and unexpe&ed. 

L.XXXVTII. He died in the fifty-lixth year of his age, 
and was ranked amongfl the Gods, not only by a forma} 
decree, but in the real pcrfuafion of the vulgar. For dur¬ 
ing the games which his heir Auguftus gave in honor of 
his memory, a comet blazed for feven days together, rif- 
ing always about eleven o’clock ; and it was fuppofed to 
be the foul of Caefar, now received into heaven: for 
which reafon likewife a ftar is reprefented upon the crown 
of his ftatue. The Senate-houfe in which he was flain, 
was ordered to be kept clofe ihut, and a decree made that 
the Ides of March ihould be called “ The Parricide,” and 
the Senate fhould never more alTemble upon that day. 

LXXXTX. Scarcely any of thofe who were accefiary 
to his murder, furvived him more than three years, or 
expired by a natural death. They were all condemned by 
the Senate: fome were taken off by one accident, fome by 
another. Part of them perifhed at fea, others fell in bat¬ 
tle : and fome flew themfelves with the fame poniard with 
which they had ftabbed Caefar. 


THE termination of the civil war between Caefar and 
Pompey forms a new epoch in the Roman Hiftory, at 
which a Republic, which had fubfifted with unrivalled 
glory during a period of about four hundred and fixty 
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years, reiapfed into a date of defpotifm, whence it never 
more could emerge. So fudden a tranfition from profpe- 
rity to the ruin of public freedom, without the interven¬ 
tion of any foreign enemy, excites a reafonable conjec¬ 
ture, that the conftitution in which it could take place, 
however vigorous in appearance, mull have loft that 
foundnefs of political health which had enabled it to en¬ 
dure through fo many ages. A fliort view of its pre¬ 
ceding ftate, and of that in which it was at the time of 
the revolution now mentioned, will beft afcertain the 
foundation of fuch a conjecture. 

Though the Romans, upon the expulfion of Tarquin, 
made an effential change, in the political form of the ftate, 
they did not carry their deteftation of regal authority fo 
far as to aboliih the religious inftitutions of Numa Pom- 
pilius the fecond of their kings, according to which, 
the priefthood, with all the influence annexed to that or¬ 
der, was placed in the hands of the ariftocracy. By this 
wife policy a reftraint was put upon the ficklenefs and 
violence of the people in matters of government, and a 
decided fuperiority given to the Senate both in the delibe¬ 
rative and executive parts of adminiftration. This ad¬ 
vantage was afterwards indeed diminifhcd by the creation 
of Tribunes of the people; a fet of men whofe ambition 
often embroiled the Republic in civil diflentions, and who 
at laft abufed their authority to fuch a degree, that they 
became iuflruments of aggrandifement to any leading men 
in the ftate, who could purchafe their friendlhip. In 
general, however, the majority of the Tribunes being 
aftuated by views which comprehended'the interefts of 
the multitude rather than thofc of individuals, they did 
not fo much endanger the liberty as they interrupted the 
tranquillity of the public; and when the occalipnal com- 
F 4 motions 






motions fubfided, there remained no permanent ground 
for the eftablifhment of perfonal ufurpation. 

In every government, an objedl of the laft importance 
to the peace and welfare of fociety is the morals of the 
people; and in proportion as a community is enlarged by 
propagation or the acceflion of a multitude of new mem¬ 
bers, a more ftridf attention is requilite to guard againft 
that diffolution of manners to which a crowded and ex- 
tenlive capital has a natural tendency. Of this the Ro¬ 
mans became fenfible in the growing (late of the Republic. 
In the year of the City 312, two magiftrates were firfl cre¬ 
ated for taking an account of the number of the people, 
and the value of their eftates; and foon after they were in¬ 
verted with die authority not only of infpc&ing the mo¬ 
rals of individuals, but of inflidting public cenfure for any 
licendoulhefs of conduct, or violation of decency. Thus 
both the civil and religious inftitutions concurred to reftrain 
the people within the bounds of good order and obedience 
to the laws ; at the fame time that the frugal life of the 
ancient Romans proved a ftrong fecurity againft thofe 
vices which operate mod effedtually towards fapping the 
foundations of a ftate. 

But in the time of Julius Caffar the barriers of public 
liberty were become too weak to reftrain the audacious 
efforts of ambitious and defperate men. The veneration 
for the conftitution, ufually a powerful check to treafon- 
able defigns, had been lately violated by the ufurpations 
of Marius and Sylla. The falutary terrors of religion 
no longer predominated over the confciences of men. The 
fhame of public cenfure was extinguilhed in general de¬ 
pravity. An eminent hiftorian who lived in that time, 
informs us, that venality univerfally prevailed amongft 
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the Romansand a writer who flourifhed foon after 
obferves, that luxury and diflipation had encumbered al- 
moft all fo much with debt, that they beheld with a de¬ 
gree of complacency the profpedl of civil war and con- 

The extreme degree of profligacy at which the Romans 
were now arrived, is in nothing more evident, than that 
this age gave birth to the moll; horrible confpiracy which 
occurs in the annals of human kind, viz. that of Cati¬ 
line. This was not the projedt of a few defperate and 
abandoned individuals, but of a number of men of the 
raoft illuftrious rank in the ftate; and it appears beyond 
doubt, that Julius Caefar was acceffary to the defign, 
which was no lefs than to extirpate the Senate, divide 
amongft thcmfclves both the public and private treafures, 
and fet Rome on fire. The caufes which prompted to 
this tremendous project, it is generally admitted, were 
luxury, prodigality, irreligion, a total corruption of man¬ 
ners, and above all, as the immediate caufe, the prefling 
neceffity in which the confpirators were involved by their 
extreme diflipation. 

The enormous debt in which Ctefar himfelf was early 
involved, countenances an opinion that his anxiety to pro¬ 
cure the province of Gaul proceeded chiefly from this 
caufe. But during nine years in which he held that pro¬ 
vince, he acquired fuch riches as mud have rendered him, 
without competition, the moft opulent perfon in the ftate. 
If nothing more, therefore, than a fplendid eftablifliment 
had been the objeft of his purfuit, he had attained to the 
fummit of his wifties. But when we find him perfever- 
ing in a plan of aggrandifement beyond this period of his 
fortunes, we can aferibe his conduct to no other mo- 



tive than that of outrageous ambition. He projected the 
building of a new Forum at Rome, for the ground only 
of which he was to pay 800,000 pounds: he raifed le¬ 
gions in Gaul at his own charges : lie promifed fuch en¬ 
tertainments to the people as had never been known at 
Rome from the foundation of the city. All thefe circum- 
flances evince fome latent defign of procuring fuch a po¬ 
pularity as might give him an uncontroled influence in 
the management of public affairs. Pompey, we are told, 
was wont to fay, that Caefar not being able, with all his 
riches, to fulfil the promifes which he iiad made, wiflied 
to throw every thing into confuiion. There may have 
been fome foundation for this remark : but the opinion 
of Cicero is more probable, that Csefar’s mind was fe- 
duced with the temptations of chimerical glory. It is 
obfervable that neither Cicero nor Pompey intimates any 
fufpicion that Ctefar was apprehenfive of being impeach¬ 
ed for his conduct, had he returned to Rome in a private 
ftation. Yet, that there was reafon for fuch an appre- 
henfion, the pofitivc declaration of L. Domitius leaves 
little room to doubt; efpecially when we confidcr the 
number of enemies tliat Ctefar had in the Senate, and the 
coolnefs of his former friend Pompey ever after the death 
of Julia. The propofed impeachment was founded upon 
a notorious charge of profecuting meafures deftrudtive 
to the interefts of the commonwealth, and tending ulti¬ 
mately to an object incompatible with public freedom. In¬ 
deed, confidering the extreme coriuption which prevailed 
amongft the Romans at this time, it is more than pro¬ 
bable that Csefar would have been acquitted of the charge, 
but at fuch an expence as muft have ftripped him of all 
his riches, and placed him again in a fituation ready to 
attempt a ditlurbance of the public tranquillity. For it is 
faid, that he purchafed the friendlhip of Curio, at the 
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commencement of the civil war, with a bribe little Ihort 
of half a million fterling. 

Whatever Csefar’s private motive may have been for tak¬ 
ing arms againft his country, he embarked in an enterprife 
of a nature the moft dangerous: and hadPompev conduct¬ 
ed hi mfelf in any degree fuitable to the reputation which he 
had formerly acquired, the conteft would in all probability 
have terminated in favor of public freedom. But by dila¬ 
tory meaferes in the beginning, by imprudently withdraw¬ 
ing his army from Italy into adiftant province, and by not 
purfuing the advantage he had gained by the vigorous rc- 
pulfe of Catfar’s troops in their attack upon his camp, 
this commander loft every opportunity of extinguilhing 
a war which was to determine the fate, and even the 
exiftence of the Republic. It. was accorlingly determin¬ 
ed on the plains of Pharfalia, where Ctefar obtained a 
victory which was not more decifive than unexpected. 
He was now no longer amenable either to the tribunal of 
the Senate or the power of the laws, but triumphed at 
once over his enemies anti the conftitution of his country. 

It is to the honor of Cxfar, that when he had ob¬ 
tained the fupremc power, he excrcifed it with a degree 
of moderation beyond what was generally expected by 
thofe who had fought on the fide of the Republic. 
Of his private life either before or after this pcrioJ, little 
is traniinitted inhiftory. Hcncefotth, however, lie feetr.s 
to have lived chiefly at Rome, near which he had a 
fmall villa, upon an eminence commanding a beautiful 
profpcct. His time was almotl cntiiely occupied with 
public affairs, in the management of which, though he 
employed many agents, he appears to have had none in 
the character of actual minifter. He was in general eafy 
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of seeds: but Cicero, in a letter to a friend, complains 
of having been treated with the indignity of waiting a con- 
fiderable time amongft a crowd in an anti-chamber, be¬ 
fore he could have an audience. The elevation of Casfar 
placed him not above difeharging reciprocally the focial 
duties in the intercourfe of life. He returned the vifits 
of thofe who waited upon him, and would fup at their 
houfes. At table, and in the ufe of wine, he was habi¬ 
tually temperate. Upon the whole, he added nothing to 
his own happinefs by all the dangers, the fatigues, and 
the perpetual anxiety which he had incurred in the pro- 
fecution of unlimited power. His health was greatly im¬ 
paired : his former chearfulnefs of temper, but never his 
magnanimity, appears to have forfaken him ; and we 
behold in his fate a memorable example of illuftrious 
talents rendered, by inordinate ambition, deftrudlive tq 
himfelf, and irretrievably pernicious to his country. 

From beholding die ruin of the Roman Republic, after 
inteftine divifions, and the diftra&ions of civil war, it 
will afford fome relief to take a view of the progrefs of 
literature, which flourifhed even during thofe calamities. 

The commencement of literature in Rome is to be 
dated from the reduction of the Grecian States, when the 
conquerors imported into their own country the valuable 
productions of the Greek language ; and the firti effay of 
Lisixs Ar.dro- Roman genius was in dramatic compofi- 
aaa - tion. Livius Andronicus, who flourifhed 

about 240 years before the Chriftian tera, formed the 
Fefcennine verfes into a kind of regular drama, upon 
£ . the model of the Greeks. He was fol¬ 

lowed fome time after by Ennius, who, be- 
fides dramatic and other compofitions, wrote the annals 
of 
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of the Roman Republic in heroic verfe. His Ryle, like 
that of Andronicus, was rough and unpoliihed, in con¬ 
formity to the language of thofetimes; but for grandeur 
of fentiment and energy of expreffion, he was admired 
by the greateft poets in the fubfequent ages. Other 
writers of diftinguifhed reputation in the dramatic de¬ 
partment were Naevius, Pacuvius, Plautus, Afranius, 
Cscilius, Terence, Accius, &c. Accius and Pacuvius 
are mentioned by Quintilian as writers of extraordinary 
merit. Of twenty-live comedies written 
by Plautus, the number tranfmitted to 
pofterity is nineteen; and of a hundred and eight which 
Terence is faid to have tranflated from 
Menander, there now remain only fix. Taencc. 

Excepting a few inconfiderable fragments, the writings 
of all the other authors have perilhed. The early pe¬ 
riod of Roman literature was diftinguilhed for the in- 
trodu£lion of fatire by Lucilius, an author celebrated for 
writing with remarkable eafe, but whofe compofitions, 
in the opinion of Horace, though Quintilian thinks 
otberwife, were debafed with a mixture of feculency. 
Whatever may have been their merit, they alfo have 
perilhed, with the works of a number of orators, who 
adorned the advancing date of letters in the Roman Re¬ 
public. It is obfervable, that during this whole period, 
of near two centuries and a half, there appeared not one 
hiilorian, of eminence fufficient to preferve his name 
from oblivion. 

Julius Cxfar himfelf is one of the mod eminent writers 
of the age in which he lived. His Commentaries on 
the Gallic and Civil Wars are written with a purity, pre- 
ciiion, and perfpicuitv, that command approbation. They 
are elegant without affectation, and beautiful without 
ornament. 
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ornament. Of the two books which he compofed on 
Analogy, and thofe under the title of Anti-Cato, fcarcely 
any fragment is preferved ; but we may be allured of the 
juftnefs of the obfervations on language, which were 
made by an author fo much diftinguilhed by the excel¬ 
lence of his own compofitions. His poem entitled the 
Journey, which was probably an entertaining narrative, 
is likewife totally loft. 

The moft illuftrious profe writer of this or any other 
age is M. Tullius Cicero ; and as his life is copioully 
M. 7 V.lius recited in biographical works, it will be 

fufficient to mention his writings. From 
his earlieft years, be applied himfelf with unremitting 
affiduity to the cultivation of literature, and, whilft he 
was yet a boy, wrote a poem, called Glaucus Pontius, 
which was extant in Plutarch’s time. Amongft his 
juvenile productions was a tranflation into Latin verfc, 
of Aratus on the Phenomena of the Heavens; of 
which many fragments are ftill extant. He alfo pub- 
lilhed a poem of the heroic kind, in honor of his coun¬ 
tryman C. Marius, who was bom at Arpinum, tile 
birth-place of Cicero. This production was greatly ad¬ 
mired by Atticus; and old Sctevola was fo much pleafed 
with it, that in an epigram written on the fubject, he 
declares that it would live as long as the Roman name 
and learning fubfifted. From a little fpecimen which re¬ 
mains of it, deferibing a memorable omen given to 
Marius from an oak of Arpinum, there is reafon to 
believe that his poetical genius was fcarcely inferior to 
his oratorial, had it been cultivated with equal induftry. 
He published another poem called Limon, of which 
Donatus has preferved four lines in the Life of Terence, 
in praife of the elegance and purity of that poet’s ftvle. 

He 
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He compofcd, in the Greek language, and in the ftyle 
and manner of Ifocrates, a Commentary or Memoirs of 
the Tranfatftions of his Confullhip. This he fent to 
Atticus, with a defire, if he approved it, to publith it in 
Athens and the cities of Greece. He fent a copy of it like- 
wife to Poiidonius of Rhodes, and requefted of him to 
undertake the fame fubject in a more elegant and mafterly 
manner. But the latter returned for anfwer, that, inllead 
of being encouraged to write by the perufal of his tract, 
he was quite deterred from attempting it. 

Upon the plan of thofe Memoirs, he afterwards com- 
pofed a Latin poem in three books, in which he carried 
down the hiftory to the end of his exile, but did not pub- 
lifh it for feveral years from motives of delicacy. The 
three books were feverally inferibed to three of the Mufes; 
but of this work there now remain only a few frag¬ 
ments, fcattered in different parts of his other writings. 
He publilhed, about the fame time, • a colleR.on of the 
principal fpeeches which he had made in his Confullhip, 
under the title of his Confular Orations. They conftfted 
originally of twelve ; but four are entirely loft, and fotne 
of the reft are imperfeft. He now publilhed alfo in 
Latin verfe a tranflation of the Prognoftics of Aratus, of 
which work no more than two or three fmall fragments 
now remain. A few years after, he put the laft hand to 
his Dialogues upon the Character and Idea of the perfect 
Orator. This admirable work remains entire ; a monu¬ 
ment both of the aftonilliing induftry and tranfeendent 
abilities of its author. At his Cuman villa, he next 
began a Treacife on Politics, or on the belt State of a 
City, and the Duties of a Citizen. He calls it a great 
and laborious work, yet worthy of his pains, if he could 
fueceed in it. This likcwit'e was written in the form of 
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a dialogue, in which the fpcakers were Scipio, Laslius, 
Philos, Manilius, and other great perfons in the former 
times of the Republic. It was comprifed in fix books, 
and furvived him for feveral ages, though now unfor¬ 
tunately loft. From the fragments which remain, it ap¬ 
pears to have been a mafterly production, in which all 
the important queftions in politics and morality were dif- 
cufied with elegance and accuracy. 

Amidft all the anxiety for the interefts of the Republic, 
which occupied the thoughts of this celebrated perfonage, 
he yet found leifure to write feveral phiiofophica! tracts, 
which ftill fubiilt to the gratification of the literary world. 
He compofed a treatife on the Nature of the Gods, in 
three books, containing a comprehenfive view of re¬ 
ligion, faith, oadis, ceremonies, &c. In elucidating this 
important fubjeft, he not only delivers the opinions of 
all the philofophers'who had written any thing concerning 
it, but weighs and compares attentively all the arguments 
with each other; forming upon the whole fuch a rational 
and perfect fyftem of natural religion, as never before 
was prefenred to the confederation of mankind, and ap¬ 
proaching nearly to revelation. He now like wife com¬ 
pofed, in two books, a difeourfe on Divination, in which 
he dil'cufTes at large ail the arguments that may be ad¬ 
vanced for and againft the aiSual exiftence of fuch a 
fpecies of knowledge. Like the preceding works, it is 
written in the form of dialogue, and called Cato from 
the principal fpeaker. The fame period gave birth to his 
treatife on Old Age, called Cato Major; and to that on 
Friendlhip, written alfo in dialogue, and in which the 
chief fpeaker is Lilies. This book, confidered merely 
as an efiav, is one of the moft entertaining productions 
of ancient times; but, beheld as a picture drawn from life, 
exhibiting 
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exhibiting the real characters and fentiments of men of 
the fir ft diftin&ion for virtue and wifdom in the Roman 
Republic, it becomes doubly interefting to every reader 1 
of obfervation and tafte. Cicero now alfo wrote his 
Difcourfe On Fate, which wa's the fubjeCt of a conver- 
fation with Hirtius, in his villa near Puteoli; and he 
executed about the fame time a tranflation of Plato’s cele¬ 
brated dialogue, called Timasus, on the nature and origin 
of the univerfe. He was employing himfelf alfo on a 
hiltory of his owii times, or rather of his own conduct; 
full of free and fevcre reflections on thofe who had 
abufed their power to the oppreflion of the Republic. 
Dion Caflius fays, that he delivered this book fealed up 
to his fon, with ftriCt orders not to read or publifh it till 
after his death ; but from this time he never faw his fon, 
and it is probable that he left the work unfinifhcd. 
Afterwards, however, fome copies of it were circulated ; 
from which his commentator Afconius has quoted feveral 
particulars. 

During a voyage which he undertook to Sicily, he 
wrote his treatife on Topics, or the Art of finding Argu¬ 
ments on any Queftion. This was an abftraCt from 
Ariflotlc’s treatife on the fame fubjeCf; and though he 
had neither Ariftotle, nor any other book to affift him, 
he drew it up from his memory, and finifhed it as he 
failed along-the coaft of Calabria. The laft work com- 
pofed by Cicero appears to have been his Offices, written 
for the ufe of his fon, to whom it is addrefied. This 
treatife contains a fyftem of moral conduft, founded upon 
the nobleft principles of human aftion, and recommended 
by arguments drawn from the pureft fources of philo- 
fophy. 


G 


Such 



82 


THE LIFE OF 


Such arc the literary productions of this extraordinary 
man, whofe comprehenfive underftanding enabled him to 
conduct with fuperior ability the mod abdrufe difquifi- 
tions into moral and metaphyfical fcience. Born in an 
age pofterior to Socrates and Plato, he could not antici¬ 
pate the principles inculcated by thofe divine philofophers, 
but he is juftly entitled to the praife, not only of having 
profecuted with unerring judgment the deps which they 
trod before him, but of carrying his refearches to greater 
extent into the mod difficult regions of pbilofophy. This 
too he had the merit to perform, neither in the dation of 
a private citizen, nor in the leifure of academic retire¬ 
ment, but in the budle of public life, amidd the almod 
condant exertions of the bar, the employment of the ma- 
gidrate, the duties of the Senator, and the iucelTant cares 
of the datefman; through a period likewife checquered 
with domedic afflictions and fatal commotions in the 
Republic. As a philofopher, his mind appears to have 
been clear, capacious, penetrating, and infatiable of know¬ 
ledge. As a writer, he was endowed with every talent 
that could captivate either the judgment or tade. His 
refearches were continually employed on fubjedts of the 
greated utility to mankind, and thofe often fuch as ex¬ 
tended beyond the narrow bounds of temporal exidence. 
The being of a God, the immortality of the foul, a 
future date of rewards and punilhments, and the eternal 
distinction of good and ill; thele were in general the 
great objects of his philoiophical enquiries, and he has 
placed them, in a more convincing point of view, than 
they ever were before exhibited to die pagan world. The 
variety and force of the arguments which he advances, 
the fplendor ot his diction, and the zeal with which he 
endeavors to excite the love and admiration of virtue ; 
all conspire to place his character, as a philofophical 



rS CJESAR. 


Writer, including likewife his incomparable eloquence, on 
the fummit of human celebrity. 

The form of dialogue, fo much ufed by Cicero, he 
doubtlefs adopted in imitation of Plato, who probably 
took the hint of it from the colloquial method of in ft ruc¬ 
tion pra&ifed by Socrates. In the early ftage of philo- 
fophical enquiry, this mode of compofition was well ad¬ 
apted, if not to the difeovery, at leaft to the confirma¬ 
tion of moral truth ; efpecially as the practice was then 
not uncommon, for fpeculative men to converfe together 
on important fubjeifc, for mutual information. In treat¬ 
ing of any fubjedf refpefting which the different fe&s of 
philofophers differed from each other in point of fenti- 
ment, no kind of compofition could be more happily 
fuited than dialogue, as it gave alternately full fcope 
to the arguments of the various difputants. It required, 
however, that the writer Ihould exert his underftanding 
with equal impartiality and acutenefs on the different 
fides of the quellion; as otherwife he might betray a 
caufe under the appearance of defending it. In all the 
dialogues of Cicero, he manages the arguments of the 
feveral difputants, in a manner not only the moil fair and 
interefting, but alfo fuch as leads to the moll probable 
and rational conclufion. 

After enumerating the various trails compofed and 
publifhed by Cicero, we have now to mention his Letters, 
which, though not written for publication, deferve to be 
ranked among the moil interefting remains of Roman 
literature. The number of fuch as are addrefled to differ¬ 
ent correfpondents is confiderable, but thofe to Atticus 
alone, his confidential friend, amount to upwards of four 
hundred j among which are many cf great length. They 
are all written in the genuine fpirit of the moil approved 
G 2 epiftolarv 



epiftolary compofition; uniting familiarity with eleva¬ 
tion, and eafe with elegance. They difplay in a beauti¬ 
ful light the author’s character in "the focial relations of 
life; as a warm friend, a zealous patron, a tender huf- 
band, an affe&ionate brother, an indulgent father, and a 
kind mafter. Beholding them in a more extenfive view, 
they exhibit an ardent love of liberty and the conftitution 
of his country : they difcover a mind ftrongly actuated 
with the principles of virtue and reafon; and while they 
abound in fentiments the moll judicious and philofophical, 
they are occaiionally blended with the charms of wit, 
and agreeable efFufions of pleafantry. What is likewife 
no hnall addition to their merit, they contain much in- 
terefting defcription of private life, with a variety of in¬ 
formation relative to public tranfa&ions and characters 
of that age. It appears from Cicero’s correfpondence, 
that there was at that time fuch a number of illuftrious 
Romans, as never before exifted in any one period of the 
Republic. If ever, therefore, the authority of men the 
moft refpe(table for virtue, rank, and abilities, could have 
availed to overawe the firft attempts at a violation of 
public liberty, it muft have been at diis period ; for the 
dignity of the Roman Senate was now in the zenith of 
its fplendor. 

Cicero has been accufed of exceflive vanity, and of 
arrogating to himfelf an invidious fuperiority from his 
extraordinary talents: but whoever perufes his letters to 
Atticus, muft readily acknowledge, that tliis imputation 
appears to be deftitute of truth. In thofe excellent pro¬ 
ductions, though he adduces the ftrongeft arguments for 
and again ft any object of confideration, that the moft pene¬ 
trating underftanding can fuggeft, weighs them with each 
other, and draws from them the moft rational conclu- 
lions, he yet difeovers fuch a diffidence in his own opi- 
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nion, that he refigns himfelf implicitly to the judgment 
and direction of his friend; a modefty not very compati¬ 
ble with the difpofition of the arrogant, who are com¬ 
monly tenacious of their own opinion, particularly in 
what relates to any decilion of the underftanding. 

It is difficult to fay, whether Cicero appears in his 
letters more great or amiable : but that he was regarded 
by his contemporaries in both thcfe lights, and that too 
in the highcft degree, is fufficiently evident. We may 
thence infer, that the great poets in the fubfequent age 
rnuft have done violence to their own liberality and dif- 
cernment, when, in compliment to Auguftus, whofc fenfi- 
bility would have been wounded by the praifesof Cicero, 
and even by the mention of his name, they have fo in- 
duftrioufly avoided the fubjedt, as not to afford the mod 
didant intimation that this immortal orator and philofo- 
pher had ever exifted. Livy, however, there is reafon 
to think, did fome juftice to his memory : but it was not 
until the race of the Caffiars had become extinct, that he 
received the free and unanimous applaufc of impartial 
pofterity. Such was the admiration which Quintilian 
entertained of his writings, that he confidered the circum- 
ftance of being delighted with them, as an indubitable 
proof of judgment and tafte in literature, llle fe prefccijffi 
fciat, cut Cicero valdc placebit. 


In this period is likewife to be placed M. Terer.tius 
Varro, the celebrated Roman grammarian, and the Neftor 
of ancient learning. The firft mention 
made of him is that he was lieutenant to ^ran-o'"* 
Pompey in his piratical wars, and ob¬ 
tained in that fervice a naval crown. In the civil wars 
he joined the fide of the Republic, and was taken by 
G 3 Caiiar; 
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Csfar; by whom he was likewife profcribed, but ob. 
tained a remiffion of the fentence. Of all the ancients, 
he has acquired the greateft fame for his extenfive erudi¬ 
tion ; and we may add, that he difplayed the fame in- 
duftry in communicating, as he had done in coiledting 
it. His works originally amounted to no lefs than five 
hundred volumes, which have all perilhed, except a 
treatife De Lingua Latina, and one De Re Rujiica. Of 
the former of tbefe, which is addrefled to Cicero, three 
books at the beginning are alfo loft. It appears from the 
introdufiion of the fourth book, that they all related to 
etymology. The firft contained fuch obfervations as 
might be made againft it; the fecond, fuch as might be 
made in its favor; and the third, obfervations upon it. 
He next proceeds to inveftigate the origin of Latin words. 
In the fourth book, he traces thofe which relate to place ; 
in the fifth, thofe conned!ed with the idea of time ; and 
in the fixth, the origin of both thefe dalles, as they ap¬ 
pear in the writings of the poets. The feventh book is 
employed on declenfion ; in which the author enters upon 
a minute and extenfive enquiry, comprehending a variety 
of acute and profound obfervations on the formation of 
Latin nouns, and th.eir refpedtive natural declinations 
from the nominative cafe. In the eighth, he examines 
the nature and limits of ufage and analogy in language; 
and in the ninth and laft book on the .fubjedl, takes a 
general view of what is the reverfe of analogy, viz. 
anomaly. The precifion and perfpicuity which Varro 
difplays in this work merit the higheft encomiums, and 
juflify the charadler given him in his own time, of being 
the moft learned of the Latin grammarians. To the 
lofs of the firft three books, are to be added feveral 
chafms in the others; but fortunately they happen in fuch 
places as not to a fled the coherency of tl.e author’s 
do&rine, 



doctrine, though they intemipt the illuftration of it. It 
is obfervable that this great grammarian makes life of 
quom for quum, heis for his, and generally qucis for quibus. 
This practice having become rather obfolete at the time 
in which he wrote, we muft impute his continuance of it 
to his opinion of its propriety, upon eftablifhed principles 
of grammar, and not to any prejudice of education, 
or an affectation of fingularity. As Varro makes no 
mention of Caefar’s treatife on Analogy, and had com¬ 
menced author long before him, it is probable that Csfar’s 
production was of a much later date; and thence we may 
infer, that thofe two writers differed from each other, at 
leafl with refpect to fome particulars on that fubjecl. 

This author’s treatife De Re Rujlica was undertaken 
at the defire of a friend, who, having purchafcd fome 
lands, requefted of Varro the favor of his iiiftrudtions 
relative to farming, and the economy of a country-life, 
in its various departments. Though Varro was at this 
time in his eightieth year, he writes with all the vivacity, 
though without the levity of youth, and fets out with in¬ 
voking, not the Mufes, like Homer and Ennius, as he ob- 
ferves, but the twelve deities fuppofed to he chiefly con¬ 
cerned in the operations of agriculture. It appears from 
the account which he gives, that upwards of fifty Greek 
authors had treated of this fubjedf in prole, befidcs Hcfiod 
and Menecratcs the Ephefian, who both wrote in verfc; 
exclufive likewife of many Roman writers, and of Mago 
the Carthaginian, who wrote in the Punic language. 
Varro’s work is divided into three books, the firfl: of 
which treats of agriculture; the fecond, of rearing of 
cattle; and the third, of feeding animals for the ufe of the 
table. In the laft of thefe, we meet with a remarkable 
inftance of the prevalence of habit and fafhion over hu- 
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man fentiment, where the author delivers inftruclions 
relative to the belt method of fattening rats. 

We find from Quintilian, that Varro likewife com* 
pofed fatires in various kinds of verfe. It is impoflible to 
behold the numerous fragments of this venerable author 
without feeling the ftrongeft regret for the lofs of that 
vaft collection of information which he had compiled, 
and of judicious obfervations which he had made on a 
variety of fubjedts, during a life of eighty-eight years, 
alroofr entirely devoted to literature. The remark of St. 
Auguftin is weil founded. That it is aftonilhing how 
Varro, who read fuch a number of books, could find 
time to compofe fo many volumes; and how he who 
compofed fo many volumes, could be at leifure to perufe 
fuch a variety of books, and to gain fo much literary 
information. 


Catullus is faid to have been bom at Verona, of re- 
fpetfrable parents ; his father and himfelf being in the 
habit of intimacy with Julius Casfar. He 
T was brought to Rome by Mallius, to 
whom feveral of his epigrams are ad- 
drefied. The gentlenefs of his manners, and his appli¬ 
cation to ftudy, we are told, recommended him to gene¬ 
ral efteem ; and he had the good fortune to obtain the 
patronage of Cicero. When he came to be known as a 
poet, all thefe circumftances would naturally contribute 
to increafe his reputation for ingenuity ; and accordingly 
we find his genius applauded by feveral of his contem¬ 
poraries. It appears that his works are not tranfmitted 
enure to pofterity; but there remain fufficient fpecimens 
by which we may be enabled to appreciate his poetical 
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Quintilian, and Diomed the grammarian,'have ranked 
Catullus amongft the iambic writers,-while others have 
placed him amongft the lyric. He has properly a claim 
to each of thefe ftations ; but his verfincation being 
chiefly iambic, the former of the arrangements feems to 
be the mod fuitable. The principal merit of Catullus’s 
Iambics confifts in a fimplicity of thought and expref- 
iion. The thoughts, however, are often frivolous, and 
what is yet more reprehenfible, the author gives way to 
grofs obfeenity: in vindication of which he produces the 
following couplet, declaring that a good poet ought to be 
chafte in his own perfon, but that his verfes need not 
be fo. 

Nam eaftum clTe dccct pium poetam 
Ipfum : verficulos nihil n« e (Te eft. 

This fentiment has been frequently cited by thofc who 
were inclined to follow the example of Catullus ; hut if 
fucli a practice be in any cafe admiflible, it is only where 
the poet perfonates a profligate character; and the in- 
ftances in which it is adopted by Catullus are not of that 
defeription. It had perhaps been a better apology, to 
have pleaded the manners of the times ; for even Horace, 
who wrote only a few yeais after, has fufFered his com- 
pofitions to be occafionally debafed by the fame kind of 
blemilh. 

Much has been faid of this poet’s invective againft 
Casfar, which produced no other effedt than an invitation 
to fup at the Dictator’s houfe. It was indeed fcarcely 
entitled to the honor of the fmalieft refentment. If any 
could be fhewn, it muft have been for the freedom ufed 
by the author, and not for any novelty in his lampoon. 
Theie are tv. o poems on this fubject, viz. the 29th, and 

57*. 
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57th, in each of which Csfar is joined with Mamurra, 
a Roman knight, who had acquired great riches in the 
Gallic war. For the honor of Catullus’s gratitude, we 
fhould fuppofe that the latter is the one to which hif- 
torians allude : but, as poetical compofitions, they are 
equally unworthy of regard. The 57th is nothing more 
than a broad repetition of the raillery, whether well or 
ill founded, with-which Csfar was attacked on various 
occafions, and even in the Senate, after his return from 
Bithynia. Csfar had been taunted with this fubject for 
upwards of thirty years ; and after fo long a familiarity 
with reproach, his fenllbility to the fcandalous imputation 
muft now have been much diminifhed, if not entirely 
extinguithed. The other poem is partly in the fame 
ftrain, but extended to greater length, by a mixture of 
the common jocular ribaldry of the Roman foldiers, ex- 
prefled nearly in the fame terms which Caefar’s legions, 
though ftrongly attached to his perfon, fcrupled not to 
fport publicly in the ftreets of Rome, againft their ge¬ 
neral, durjng the celebration of his triumph. In a word, 
it deferves to be regarded as an effufion of Saturnalian 
licentioufneis, rather than of poetry. With refpedt to 
the Iambics of Catullus, we may obferve in general, that 
the fancafim is indebted for its force, not fo much to in¬ 
genuity of fentiment, as to the indelicate nature of the 
fubject, or coarfenefs of expreffion. 

The deferiptive poems of Catullus are fuperior to the 
others, and difeover a lively imagination. Amongft the 
beft of his productions, is a tranllation of the celebrated 
ode of Sappho : 

Ille mi par effe Deo videtur, 

I lie, &c. 

This 
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This ode is executed both with fpirit and elegance: 
it is however imperfeft; and the laft ftanza feems to be 
fpurious. Catullus’s epigrams are entitled to little praife, 
with regard either to fentiment or point ; and on the 
whole, his merit, as a poet, appears to have been mag¬ 
nified beyond its real extent. He is faid to have died 
about the thirtieth year of his age. 

Lucretius is the author of a celebrated poem, in fix 
books, De Rerum Natttra ; a fubjeft which had been 
treated many ages before by Empedocles, <]■„,, s i m . e _ 

a philofopher and poet of Agrigentum. “' us Cans. 
Lucretius was a zealous partizan of Democritus, and the 
fe£t of Epicurus, whofe principles concerning the eter¬ 
nity of matter, the materiality of the foul, and the non- 
exiflence of a future flate of rewards and punilhments, 
he affects to maintain with a certainty equal to that of 
mathematical demonftration. Strongly prepoirdfed with 
the hypothetical doftrines of his mailer, and ignorant of 
the phyfical fyftem of the univerfe, he endeavors to de¬ 
duce from the phenomena of the material world conclu- 
fions not only unfupported by legitimate theory, but re¬ 
pugnant to principles of the higheft authority in metaphv- 
fical difquilition. But while we condemn his fpeculative 
notions as degrading to human nature, and fubverfive of 
the moll important interells of mankind, we mull admit 
that he has profecuted his vilionary hypothelis with un¬ 
common ingenuity. Abft rafting from the rhapfodical 
nature of this production, and its obfeurity in fome 
parts, it has great merit as a poem. The (lyle is ele- 
yated, and the verification in general harmonious. By 
the mixture of obfolete words, it poflelfes an air of fo- 
lemnity well adapted to abftrufe refearches ; at the fame 
time that by tire frequent refolutiou of diphthongs, it in- 
tlills 
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•feills into the Latin the fonorous and melodious powers 
of the Greek language. 

While Lucretius was engaged in this work, he fell 
into a ftate of infanitv, occafioned, as is fuppofed, by a 
philtre, or love-potion, given him by his wife Luciiia. 
The complaint however having lucid intervals, he em¬ 
ployed them in the execution of his plan, and, foon after 
it was finiflied, laid violent hands upon himfelf, in the 
forty-third year of his age. This fatal termination of his 
life, which perhaps proceeded from infanity, was afcrib- 
ed by his friends and admirers to his concern for the ba- 
uiihment of one Memmius, with whom he was inti¬ 
mately connedled, and for the diftradied ftate of the Re¬ 
public. It was however a cataftrophe which the princi¬ 
ples of Epicurus, equally erroneous and irreconcilable 
to refignation and fortitude, authorized in particular cir- 
cum fiances. Even Atticus, the celebrated correfpondent 
of Cicero, a few years after this period, had recourfe to 
the fame defperate expedient, by refuftng all fuftenance, 
while he labored under a lingering difeafe. 

It is faid that Cicero revifed the poem of Lucretius af¬ 
ter the death of the author, and this circumftance is 
urged by the abettors of atheifm, as a proof that the 
principles contained in the work had the fandlion of his 
authority. But no inference in favor of Lucretius’s 
doctrine can juftly be drawn from this circumftance. 
Cicero, though already fufficiently acquainted with the 
principles of the Epicurean fed!, might not be averfe to 
the reading of a produdlion, which colledled and enforc¬ 
ed them in a nervous ftrain of poetry ; efpecially as the 
work was likely to prove interefting to his friend Atticus, 
and would perhaps afford fubjedl for fotne letters or 
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conversion between them. It can have been only with 
refpeft to compofition that the poem was fubmitted to 
Cicero’s revifal: for had he been to have exercifed his 
judgment upon the principles of it, he muft undoubtedly 
have fo much mutilated the work, as to deftroy the cohe¬ 
rency of the fyflem. He might be gratified with the fhew 
of elaborate refearch, and confident declamation, which it 
exhibited, but he muft have utterly difapproved of the 
conclufions which the author endeavored to eftablifli. 
According to the beft information, Lucretius died in the 
year from the building of Rome 701, when Pompey 
was the third time Conful. Cicero lived feveral years 
beyond this period, and in the two laft years of his life, 
he compofed thofe valuable works which contain fenti- 
ments diametrically repugnant to the vilionary fyftem of 
Epicurus. The argument, therefore, drawn from Ci¬ 
cero’s revifal, fo far from confirming the principles of 
Lucretius, affords the ftrongeft tacit declaration againft 
their validity ; becaufe a period fufficient for mature coa- 
fideration, had elapfed before Cicero publifhed his own 
admirable fyftem of philolbphy. The poem of Lucre¬ 
tius, neverchelefs, has been regarded as the bulwark of 
atheifm—of atheifm, which, while it impioufly arrogates 
the fupport of reafon, both reafon and nature difclaitn. 

Many more writers flourifticd in this period, but their 
works have totally perifhed. Salluft was now engaged in 
hiftorical productions j but as they were not yet complet¬ 
ed, they will be noticed in the next divifion of the review. 
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I. THAT die family of die Oibvii was of the 
firft diftin&ion in Velitrae, is rendered evident by many 
circumftances. For in the moft frequented part of the 
town, there was, not long fxnce, a ftreet named Odtavius ; 
and an altar was to be feen, confecrated to one Octavius, 
who being chofeu general in a war with fome neighbour¬ 
ing people, the enemy making a fudden attack, while he 
was facriiicing to the God Mars, he immediately fuatched 
the entrails of the victim from off the fire, and offered them 
half raw upon the altar ; after which, marching out to 
battle, he returned victorious. This incident gave rife to 
a law, by which it was enacted, that in all future times 
the entrails fhould be offered to Mars in the fame manner, 
and die reft of die facrifice be carried to die Octavii. 

IT. This, amongft feveral other Roman families, was 
taken into the Senate by Tarquinius' Prifcus, and foon 
after advanced by Servius Tullius into the body of Patri¬ 
cians ; but in procefs of time returned to the commons, 
and was again raifed by Julius Csfar to the Patrician dig¬ 
nity. The firft perfon of the family advanced by the fuf- 
ffages of the people to any poft in the government, was 
C. Rufus. He obtained the Quteftorfhip, and had two 
fons, Cneius and Caius; from whom are defeended the 
two branches of that family, very different in their cii- 
cumitances. For Cneius and his defeendents in an unin¬ 
terrupted 
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terrupted fucceflion held all the great offices of ftate; 
whilft Caius and his pofterity, whether from fortune or 
choice, remained in the Equeftrian order until the father 
of Auguftus. The great grandfather of Auguftus ferved 
in the capacity of a Tribune in the fecond Punic war in 
Sicily, under the command of yEmilius Pappus. His 
grandfather contented himfelf with bearing the public of¬ 
fices of his borough, and grew old in the quiet enjoyment 
of a plentiful eftate. Such is the account given by differ¬ 
ent authors. Auguftus himfelf, however, fays no more 
than that he was defcended of an Equeftrian family, both 
ancient and rich, and in which his father was 'the firft 
that obtained the rank of a Senator. Mark Antony up- 
braidingly tells him that his great grandfather was a freed- 
man of the territory of Thurii, and a rope-maker, and 
his grandfather a banker. This is all the information I 
have any where met with, refpe&ing the anceftors of Au¬ 
guftus by the father’s fide. 

III. His father C. 0£tavius was, from his firft fetting 
out in the world, a perfon both of opulence and diftinc- 
tion: for which reafon I am furprifed at tliofe who fay 
that he was a banker, and was employed to diftribute mo¬ 
ney amongft the citizens for the candidates at elections, 
and ocher fimilar octillions, in the Field of Mars. For 
being bred up in all the affluence of a great eftate, he at¬ 
tained with eafe to honorable pods, anddiicharged the du¬ 
ties of them with approbation. After his Prastorfhip, he 
got by lot the province of-Macedonia ;.iu his way to which 
he cut off tome banditti, the relics of the armies of Spar- 
tacus and Catiline, who had, poffeffed themfelves of the 
teriitory of Thurii; having received from tire Senate an 
extraordinary commiffion for that purpoie. In his go- 
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vemmenC- of tie province, he conduced himfelf with 
equal juftice and refoluticn: for he defeated the Beffians 
and Thracians in a- great battle, and treated the Republic 
in fuch a manner, that there are extant fome letters from 
M. Tullius Cicero, in Which he advifes and exhorts his 
brother Quintus, who then held the Proconfulihip of Afia 
with no great character, to imitate the example of his 
neighbour Octavius, in gaining the affections of the allies 
of Rome. 

IV. After quitting Macedonia, before he could declare 
himfelf a candidate for the Confullhip, he died fuddenly, 
leaving behind him one daughter, by Ancharia, and a 
younger daughter, with AuguiVus, whom-he had by Aria ;• 
who was the daughter of M. Atius Balbus, and Julia 
filter to C. Julius C$far. Balbus was originally, by the 
father’s fide, of Aricia, of a family many of which had 
been in the Senate. By the mother’s fide he was nearly 
related to Pompcy the Great; and after he had borne the 
office of Pnetor, was one of the twenty commiflioners 
appointed by the Julian law to divide the land in Campa¬ 
nia amongft the people. But Mark Antony, in con-' 
tempt of Anguftus’s defeent by the mother’s fide, fays 
that his great grandfather was an African, who at one 
time kept a perfumer’s (hop, and at another a bake-houfe 
in Aricia. And Caffius of Parma, in a letter, reproaches 
him with being the fon not onlv of a baker, but a banker, 
in thefe words : “ Thou art a lump of thy mother’s meal, 
which a money-changer of Nerulum taking from a late 
bakehoufe of Aricia, kneaded up into fome lhape, with 
his hands all diicotored by the fingering of money.” 

V. Auguftus was born in the Confullhip of M-. Tul- 

8 lius 
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Hus Cicero and Antony, upon the ninth of the kalends 
of O&ober, a little before fun-rife, in the ward of the Pa- 
latium, at the fign of the Ox-Heads, where now (lands 
a chapel dedicated to him, and built a little after his death. 
For, as it is recorded in the tranfaftions of the Senate, 
when C. Ledtorius, a young man of a Patrician fami¬ 
ly, in deprecating the judgment of the Senators, upon his 
being convidtcd of adultery, alledged, befideshis youth and 
quality, that he was the polTeffor, and as it were the war¬ 
den of the ground that Auguftus firft touched upon his 
coming into the world ; and entreated that he might find 
favor, for the fake of that God, who was in a peculiar 
manner his ; an a£t of the Senate was pafied, for the 
confecralion of that part of his houfe in which Auguftus 
was born. 

VT. His nurfery is to this day (hewn, in a feat belong¬ 
ing to the family near Velitrse ; being a very fmall place, 
and much like a pantry. An opinion prevails in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, that he was born there too. Into this place 
no perfon prefumes to enter, unlefs upon neceflity, and 
with great devotion, from a belief, for a long time pre¬ 
valent, that fuch as ra(hly enter it are feized with great 
horror and confternation, which a fhort while fince was 
confirmed by a remarkable incident. For when a perfon, 
upon his firft coming to live in the houfe, had, either by 
mere chance, or to try the truth of the report, taken up 
his lodging in that apartment, he was a few hours after 
thrown out by a hidden violence, he knew not how, and 
was found in a ftate of ftupefaftion, with his bed, before 
tire door of the chamber. 

VII. While he was yet an infant, the furname of Thu- 
rinus was given him, in memory of the origin of his 
H family; 



THE LIFE OF 


98 

family ; or becaufe, foon after his birth, bis father Octa¬ 
vius had been fuccefsful againft the fugitive flaves, in the 
country near Thurii. That he was furnamed Thurinus, 
I can affirm upon good foundation, I myfelf, vvhilft a 
boy, having had a little old brazen image of him, with 
that name upon it, in iron letters, but almoft effaced ; 
which I prefentedto the emperor, by whom it is now wor- 
lhipped amongft his other tutelar deities. He is often like- 
wife, byway of reproach, called Thurinus, by Mark An¬ 
tony, in his letters ; to which he makes only this reply : 
“lam furprifed that I ihould be upbraided with my former 
name as a fcandal.” He afterwards affumed the name 
of C. Csefar, and then of Auguftus ; the former in com¬ 
pliance with the will of his great-uncle, and the latter 
upon amotion of MunatiusPlancus in the Senate : when 
fome propofing to confer upon him the name of Romu¬ 
lus, being as it were a fecond founder of ihc city, it was 
carried that he fhould rather be called Auguftus, a name 
not only new, but of more dignity ; beca me places devot¬ 
ed to religion, and thofe in which any thing is confecrat- 
ed by Augury, are denominated Auguft, either from the 
word aitaus, fignifying augmentation, or ab avium ge/iu , 
gujiuvc, from the motion and feeding of birds ; as appears 
from this line of Ennius: 

Augufto augurio poftquair! inclyra ccndita Roma eft. 

When Rome by auguft augury was built. 

VIII. He loft bis father when he was only four years 
of age; and, in his twelfth year, pronounced a funeral 
oration in praife of his grand-mother Julia. Four years 
after, having affumed the manly habit, he was honored 
v. itli fevcral military prefents from Caffs]' in his African 
t uurr.pl 1, though then too voting for Inch ter. ire. Upon 
his 
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Ills uncle’s going to Spain againft the fons of Pompey, 
though fcarcelv recovered from a dangerous ficknefs, 
he followed him; and after being fhipwrecked at fea, 
and travailing with few attendants, through roads that 
were befct by the enemy, he at laft came up with him. 
This inftance of adtiviry gave great fatisfadtion to his 
uncle, who foon conceived an encrcafmg affection for 
him, on account of tire indications of genius. After the 
reduction of Spain, -while Caefar was meditating an ex¬ 
pedition againft the Dacians and Parthians, he was fent 
before him to Apollonia, -where he applied himfclf to 
his ftudies, until receiving intelligence that his uncle was 
murdered, and himfclf left his heir, he was for fome time 
in doubt whether he fliould requeft the afliftance of the 
legions which were neareft that place ; but at laft aban¬ 
doned the defign as rafli and unfeafonable. He returned 
however to Rome, and entered upon the eftate, though his 
mother was apprehenfive that fuch a meafure might be 
attended with danger, and his ftep-father, M. Philippus, 
a man of Confular rank, very earneftly difiuaded him from 
it. From this time, collecting together a ftrong military 
force, he fir ft held the government in conjunction with 
M. Antony and M. Lepidus, then with Antony alone fot 
aim oft twelve years, and at laft by liimftlf during a period 
of four and forty. 

IX. Having thus exhibited a very fhort fummary of 
his life, I fhall profecute the feveral parts of it, not in 
order of time, but arranging them into diftindt claffes, 
for the fake of perfpicuity. He was engaged in five civil 
wars, viz. that of Modena, Philippi, Perufia, Sicily, and 
Adlium ; the firft and laft of which were againft Antony, 
and the fecond againft Brutus and Caffius: the third 
againft L. Antony, brother to the Tiiumvir, and the 
H a foutth 
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fourth againft Sextus Pompey, the fon of Cneius Pom- 1 
pey. 

X. The motive which gave rile to all thefe wars was 
an opinion, that both his honor and intereft were concern¬ 
ed in revenging the murder of his uncle, and maintaining his 
eftablifhments. Immediately upon his return from Apol- 
lonia, he formed the defign of making an attack upon 
Brutus and Caffius by furprife ; but they having forefeen 
and avoided the danger, he refolved to proceed againft 
them by an appeal to the laws, and profecute them for 
murder in their abfence. In the mean time, thofe whofe 
province it was to prepare the public diverfions, intended 
for the celebration of Csefar’s fuccefs in the civil war, not 
daring to exert themfelves upon the occafion, he took the 
charge of the whole upon himfelf. And that he might 
execute his other purpofes with greater vigor, he de¬ 
clared himfelf a candidate in the loom of a Tribune of the 
commons who died at that time, though he was of a Pa¬ 
trician family, and had not yet been in the Senate. But 
the Conful M. Antony, from whom he had cxpe£ted the 
greateft affiftancc, oppofmg him in his fuit, and even re- 
fufing to do him fo much as common juft ice, unlcfs gra¬ 
tified with a large bribe, he went over to the party of the 
nobilitv, to whom he perceived him to be odious, chiefly 
for endeavoring to drive D. Brutus, whom he befieged 
in the town of Modena, out of the province, which had 
been given him by Ctefar, and confirmed to him by the 
Senate. At the inftigation of perfons about him, he engag¬ 
ed fomc ruffians to murder his antagonift. But the plot be¬ 
ing difeovered, and dreading a fimilar attempt upon him¬ 
felf, he, by diftributing money among Ctefar’s veteran 
foldiers, perfuaded them to take the part of him and the 
Senate, againit Antony. Being now connniffioncd by 
the 
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the Senate to command the army which he had collected, 
in the quality of a Praetor, and to carry afhfiance, in 
conjunction wichHirtius andPanfa, who fiad accepted the 
Confulfhip, to Brutus, he put an end to the war in three 
months, and by two battles. Antony writes, that in the 
former of thefe he ran away, without even his general’s 
cloak and horfc, and for two days after was not fecn. In 
the latter, however, it is certain that he performed the 
pare not only of a general, but a foldicr; and in the heat 
of the battle, when the ftandard-bearcr of his legion was 
wounded, took the eagle upon his own fhouldcrs, and 
carried it a long time. 

XI. In this war, Hirtius being {lain in battle, and Pan- 
fa dying a ihort time after of a wound, a report was cir¬ 
culated that they botli were killed by his means ; that, 
upon the defeat of Antony, the Republic being deftitute 
of Confuls, he might have the victorious armies entirely 
to himfelf. The death of Panfa was fo much fufpedted 
to have been caufed by undue means, that Glvcohis fur- 
gcon was under confinement for fome time, upon a pre- 
fumption that he had put poifon into his wound. And to 
this Aquilius Niger adds, that he killed Hirtius the other 
Conlul, in the hurry of the battle, with his own hands. 

XII. But upon intelligence that Antony, after h's de¬ 
feat, had been received by M. Lepidus, and that the red 
of the generals and armies had all declared for the Senate, 
hr, without any hefitation, deferted the caufe of the noble 
party ; allcdging as an excufe for his conduct, rhe actions 
auJ flyings of i'everal ainongd them ; as that fome faid, 
“• he was merely a boy,” and others, “ that he ought to 
he promoted to honois, and cut offto avoid the mak¬ 
ing any l'uitablc acknowledgement cither to him or the 

H 3 legions. 
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legions. And the more to teftify his regret for his former at¬ 
tachment, he fined the Nurfini in a large fum of money, 
■which they were unable to pay, and then expelled them 
out of the city, for having infcribed upon a monument, 
erefted at the public charge to their countrymen who were 
flain in the battle at Modena, “ That they died for the li¬ 
berty of Rome.” 

XIII. Having enteied into a confederacy with Anto¬ 
ny and Lepidus, he finifhed the war of Philippi in two 
engagements, though he was at that time infirm and fick- 
ly. In the firft battle he was driven out of his camp, and 
with fome difficulty made his efcape to the wing of the 
army commanded by Antony. Intoxicated with fucccfs, 
he fent the head of Brutus to be thrown at the pedeflal of 
Csfar’s ftatue, and treated the moil illuftrious of the pri- 
foners not only with cruelty, but abufive language : info- 
much that he is faid to have anfwered one of them who 
requeued the favor of burial, “ That will be in the pow¬ 
er of the birds.” Two others, father and fon, who beg¬ 
ged for their lives, he ordered to caft lots which of them 
fhould live, or determine it betwixt them by the fword, and 
looked on to fee them both die: for the father offering 
his life to fave his fon, and being accordingly flain, the 
fon killed himfelf likewii'e upon the fpot. On this account, 
the reft of the prifoners, and amongft them M. Favonius, 
the imitator of Cato, being brought in his chains, after 
they had paid their refpe&s in a handfome manner to the 
commander Antony, reviled Octavius in the" fouleft lan¬ 
guage. After this viftory, dividing between them the 
public few ice, Antony undercook to compofe the Eaft, 
and Caefar to conduct the veteran foldiers back to Italy, 
and fetde them, as was intended, in the lands belonging to 
fereral great towns in Italy. But he had the misfortune 
to 
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fo pleafe neither the foldicrs nor the owners of the lands; 
one party complaining of the injufticc done them, in be¬ 
ing violently forced from their pofleflions, and the other, 
that they were not rewarded according to their merit. 

XIV. At this time he obliged L. Antony, who, prc- 
fuming upon his own authority as Conful, and his bro¬ 
ther’s power, was raifing a new war, to fly to Perufia, 
and forced him at laft by famine to a furrender; though 
not without great hazards to himfelf, both before the war 
and during its continuance. For a common foldier hav¬ 
ing got into the feats of the Equeflrian order in the theatre, 
to fee the public diverfions, Ca?far ordered him to be re¬ 
moved by an officer who attended him ; and a rumor be¬ 
ing thence fpread by his enemies, that he had put the man 
to death by torture, fuch an uproar was excited amongfl: 
the foldicrs, that he narrowly efcaped with his life. 'The 
only thing that faved him, was the appearance of the man 
fafe and found, no violence having been offered him. And 
whilft he was facrificing about the walls of Perufia, he 
had nearly been made prifoner by a body of gladiators, 
who fallicd out of the town. 

XV. After the taking of Perufia, he put many of the pri- 
foners to death, anfwcring all that begged pardon, and 
endeavored to cxcufc thcmfelves, with telling them only, 
“ You muft die.” Some authors write, that three hundred 
gentlemen of the Equeftrian and Senatorian order, fclect- 
cd from the reft, were flaughtcred, like vifHms, before an 
altar raifed to Julius Csefar, upon the Ides of March. 
Nay there are fome who relate, that he entered upon this 
war with no other view, than that his fecret enemies, and 
thofe whom fear more than affection kept quiet, might be 
detected, by declaring themfclvcs, now when they had an 
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opportunity, with L. Antony at their head ; and that 
by the defeat of them, and the confifcation of their eftatcs, 
he migh' be enabled to difcharge his promifes to the vete¬ 
ran foldjers. 

XVI. He engaged in the war of Sicily at an early pe¬ 
riod, but, by’various intermiffions, protrafted it during a 
long time ; one while upon account of repairing his fleets, 
which he loft twice by ftorrn, and that in the fummer ; 
another while by patching up a peace, to which he was 
forced by the clamor of the people, on account of a famine 
occafioned by Pompey’s interrupting a fuppiy of proviflons 
from foreign parts. But at laft having built a new fleet, 
and obtained twenty thoufand manumifed Haves, who 
were given him for the oar, he formed the Julian harbour 
at Bais, by letting the fea into the Lucrine and Avernian 
lakes: in which after he had exercifed his forces all win¬ 
ter, he defeated Poropcy betwixt Mylte and Naulochus ; 
having, juft before the batde, been fuddenly feized with fo 
found a fleep, that Ills friends were obliged to wake him 
to give the fignal. This, I fuppofe, gave occafion tp 
Antony to upbraid him afterwards in the following 
terms : “ You were not able to look upon the fleet, when 
drawn up ready for battle ; but lay ftupid upon your back, 
gazing at the heavens, and did not rife, nor come in fight 
of your men, until the enemies’ fhips were forced by M. 
Agrippa to fheer off.” Others charge him with a faying 
and a fubfequent adlion, both indefenfible ; as that, upon 
the lofs of his fleets by florin, he exclaimed, “ I fhall ob¬ 
tain the victory in fpite of Neptuneand that at the next 
Circenfian games, he would not fuffer the ftatue of that 
God to be carried in proceffion, asufual upon that occa¬ 
fion. Indeed he fcarcely ever ran more or greater rifques 
jn any of his wars than in this. Having tranfported part 
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of his army to Sicily, and being on his return for the reft, 
he was unexpectedly attacked by Demochares and Apollo- 
phanes, Pompey’s admirals, from whom he efcapcd with 
great difficulty, and with one ft’.ip only. Likewife as he 
was travelling on foot by Locri to Rhegium, feeing two 
of Pompey’s veflels palling by that coaft, and fuppofing 
them to be his own, he went down to the fliore, and had 
very near been made prifoner. On this occafton, as he 
was making his efcape by fomc bye-ways, a Have belong¬ 
ing to yEmilius Paulus, who accompanied him, owing 
him a grudge for the profeription of his father, and think¬ 
ing he had now an opportunity to revenge it, attempted 
to kill him. After the defeat of Pompey, one of his col¬ 
leagues, M. Lepidus, whom he had lent for out of Afii- 
ca to his afliftance, affecting great fuperioritv, bccaufc he 
was at the head of twenty legions, and claiming for him- 
felf, in a threatening manner, the principal management 
of affairs, he diverted him of his army, and, upon his 
fubmillion, granted him his life, but bauiftied him for 
ever to Circcii. 

XVII. Tile alliance between him and Antony, which. 
Ijad always been precarious, often interrupted, and by 
various reconciliations badly cemented, he at laft en¬ 
tirely diffolved. And to make it known to the world 
how far Antony had departed fiotn the ufages of his 
country, he caufed a wiil of his, which had been left at 
Rome, and in which he had nominated Cleopatra’s chil¬ 
dren, with others, as his heirs, to be opened and read in 
an affembly of the people. Yet upon his being declared 
an enemv, he fent him all his relations and friends ; 
among whom were C. Sofius and T. Domitius, at that 
time Confuls. He likewife cxcufed the Bononians, be- 
caui’e they had been in former times under the protc&ion 
of 
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o£ the family of the Antonii, from entering into the afib- 
ciation with the reft of Italy In his favor. And not long 
after he conquered him in a fea-fight near Aflium ; which 
was protracted to fo late an hour, that, after the victory, 
he was obliged to ly on board all night. From Adtium 
he went to the ifle of Samos to winter but being alarm¬ 
ed with the accounts of a mutiny amongft the foldiers he 
hadfent toBrundifium after the victory, who inftfted upon 
their being rewarded for their fervice and difcharged, he 
returned to Italy. In his paflage thither, he met with 
two violent ftorms, the firft between the promontories of 
Peloponnefus and iEtolia, and the other about the Cerau- 
nian mountains; in both which a part of his Libumian 
Ihips were funk, the rigging of his own {hip torn away, 
and the helm broken. He remained at Brundifium only 
twenty-feven days, until he had fettled affairs refpedling 
the demands of the foldiers, and then went by the way of 
Alia and Syria, for Egypt, where laying fiege to Alex¬ 
andria, whither Antony had fled with Cleopatra, he 
made himfelf roafter of it in a fhort time. He forced 
Antony, who ufed every effort to obtain conditions of 
peace, to kill himfelf, and took a view of him after he 
was dead. Cleopatra he anxioufly wifhed to fave for 
his triumph ; and becaufe fhe was fuppofed to have been 
bit by an afp, he ordered the Tfylli * to fuck out the poi- 
fon. 

* The Pfylli were a people of Africa, who praflifed the 
employment of fucking the poifon from wounds inflicted by 
ferpents, with which that country anc : ently abounded. They 
pretended to be endowed with an antidote, which rendered 
tbeir bodies infenfihle to the virulence of that fpecies of poi¬ 
fon ; and the ignorance of thofe times gave credit to the 
phyfical immunity which they arrogated. But Celfus, who 
dourifhed about fifty years after the period we fpeak of, has 
exploded 
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fon. He allowed them the favor of being buried together, 
and ordered a maufoleum, begun by themfelves, to be 
completed. The elder of his two fons by Fulvia he com¬ 
manded to be taken by force from the flatue of Julius 
Csefar, to which, after many fupplications for his life, 
but all in vain, he had fled, and put to the fword. He 
likewife put to death Catfario, whom Cleopatra pretended 
flie had by Casfar, who had fled for his life, but was re¬ 
taken. The children that were born to Antony by Cleo¬ 
patra he faved, and maintained in a manner fuitable to 
their rank, as much as if they had been his own re¬ 
lations. 

XVIII. About this time he had the curiofity to view 
the coffin and body of Alexander the Great, which, for 
that purpofe, were taken cut of the vault where they were 
depofited; and after looking at them for fome time, he 
paid his refpe&s to the memory of that prince, by the 
prefent of a golden crown, and fcattering flowers upon 
the body. Being afked if he deAred to fee that of Ptolemy 
likewife, lie replied, “ I defire to fee a king, not dead 
men.” He reduced Egypt into the form of a province; 
and to render it more fertile, and more capable of Apply¬ 
ing Rome with corn, he employed his army to fcour the 
ditches, into which the Nile, upon its rife, difeharges it- 
felf, which during a long feries of years were almoft quite 
choaked up with mud. To render his vidlory at Adtium 


exploded the vulgar prejudice which prevailed in their favor. 
He jufllv obferves, that the venom of ferpents, like fomc 
other kinds of poifon, proves noxious only when applied to 
the naked fibre; and that, provided there is no ulcer in the 
gums or palate, the poifon may be received into the mouth 
with perfect flirty. 

the 
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the more famous with poftcrity, he built the city Nico- 
polis near that parr of the coaft, and ordained that games 
fiiould be celebrated there every five vears; enlarging 
likewife an old temple of Apollo, he drefled up with na¬ 
val fpoils the place upon which he had encamped, and 
confecrated it to Neptune and Mars. 

XIN. He afterwards quafhed feveral tumults and in- 
furrections; as alfo feveral confpiracies againft his life, 
■which were providentially difeovered before they were 
ripe for execution; but thefe incidents happened at differ¬ 
ent times. Such were the confpiracies of young Lepi- 
dus, of Varro Mursna, and Fannius Csepio ; then that 
of Egnatius, afterwards that of Plautius Rufus, and of 
L. Paulus, his grand-daughter’s hufband; and belides 
thefe, another of L. Audafius, an old crazy man, and 
who was under a profecution for forgery; as alfo of 
Afinius Epicadus, a Parthynian mongrel, and at laft that 
of Telephus, a lady’s nomenclator * : for he was in 
danger of his life from the plots and confpiracies of fome 

* As the people of Rome had a vote in the choice of their 
magiftrates, it was ufual, before the time of election, for the 
candidates to endeavor to gain their favor by every popular 
art. They would therefore go to the houfes of the citizens, 
fhake hands with thole they met, and addrefs them in a 
kindly manner. It being of great confequer.ee, upon thofe 
occfions, to know the names of perfons, they were common¬ 
ly attended by a nomenclator, who whifpered into their ears 
that information wherever it was wanted. Though this 
hind of officer was generally an attendant upon men, we 
meet with inftances of their having been likewife employed 
in the service of ladies; either with the view of lerving can¬ 
didates to whom they were allied, or of gaining the affec¬ 
tions of the people. 
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of the lowed: of the people againft him. Audafius and 
Epicadus had formed the defign of bringing to the armies 
his daughter Julia, and his grand-fon Agrippa, from the 
iflands in which they were confined. Telephus, from a 
wild imagination that the government was deftincd to 
him by the fates, propofed to fall both upon Oftavius 
and the Senate. Nay once a foldier's fervant belonging 
to the army in Illyricum, having palled the porters unob- 
ferved, was found in the night-time Handing before his 
chamber-door, provided with a hunting-dagger. Whe¬ 
ther the perfon was really difordered in the head, or only 
counterfeited madnefs, is uncertain: for he would make 
no confeffion by the rack. 

XX. He conduced in perfon only two foreign wars; 
the Dalmatian, whilft he was yet but a youth, and, after 
the final defeat of Antony, the Cantabrian. In the for¬ 
mer of thefe wars he received fome wounds, as in one 
battle a contufion in the right knee, from a done; and 
in another, he was much hurt in one leg and both arms, 
by the fall of a bridge. His other wars he earned on 
by his lieutenants; but now and then vifited the army, 
in fome of the wars of Pannonia and Germany, or was 
not at a great diftance from it, advancing from the 
feat of government as far as Ravenna, Milan, or Aqui- 

XXI. He conquered, however, partly in perfon, and 
partly by his lieutenants, Cantabria, Aquitania and Pan¬ 
nonia, Dalmatia, with all Illyricum, and Rluetia, belidcs 
the two nations of the Vindelici and the SalafTii, inha¬ 
biting the Alps. He alio put a flop to the inroads of the 
Dacians, by cutting oft three of their generals with vaft 
armies, and drove the Germans beyond the river Elbe ; 

of 
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of -whom he removed the Ubii and Sicambri, upon their 
fubmiffion, into Gaul, and fettled them in a country up¬ 
on the banks of the Rhine. Other nations likewife, that 
annoyed the borders of his empire, he obliged to acknow¬ 
ledge the Roman power. He never made war upon any 
nation without a juft and irrefiftible caufe ; and was fo 
far from entertaining a defire either to extend the empire, 
or advance his own military glory, that he obliged the 
chiefs of fome barbarous people to fwear in the temple 
of A'lars the Avenger, that they would faithfully ob- 
ferve their engagements, and not violate the peace which 
they had folicited. Of fome he demanded a new fort of 
hoftages, which was their women, becaufe he found 
from experience that they did not much regard their 
male hoftages ; but he always left them at liberty to re¬ 
cover their hoftages when they pleafed. Even thofe 
who were the moft frequent and perfidious in their re¬ 
bellion, he never punithed with any greater feverity, than 
to fell their prifoners, upon condition that they fhould 
not ferve in any neighbouring country, nor be releafed 
from their flaverv before the expiration of thirty years. 
By the renown, which he thence acquired, of virtue and 
moderation, he induced the Indians and Scythians like¬ 
wife, until that time known to the Romans only by re- 
}>ort, to folicit his f'riendlhip, and that of the Roman 
people, by ambaffadors. The Parthians readily allowed 
his pretentions to Armenia ; reftoring, at his demand, 
the ftandards which they had taken from M. Craflus, 
and M. Antony, and offering him hoftages befides. 
Afterwards, upon the occafion of a conteft betwixt fe¬ 
vers! pretenders to the crown of this kingdom, they 
would admir only the claim of the perfon to whom he 
fhould think proper to award it. 


XXII. The 
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XXII. The temple of Janus Quirinus, which had 
been Unit only twice, from the building of the city to 
his own time, he Ihut three times, in a much fhorter pe¬ 
riod, having cftablilhed an univerfal tranquillity both by 
fea and land. He twice entered the city in the Ieffer tri¬ 
umph*, viz. after the war of Philippi, and again after that 
of Sicily. He had likewife three grand triumphs f for his 
victories 

* The inferior kind of triumph, called Ovatio, was 
granted in cafes where the victory was not of great import¬ 
ance, or had been obtained without difficulty. The general 
entered the city on foot or on horfeback, crowned with myr¬ 
tle, not with laurel; and inftead of bullocks, the facrifice 
was performed with a fheep, whence this proceffion acquir¬ 
ed its name. 

f The grand triumph, in which the victorious general 
and his army advanced in folemn proceffion through the 
city to the Capitol, was the higheft military honor which 
could be obtained in the Roman ftate. Foremoft in the pro¬ 
ceffion, went muficians of various kinds, finging and play¬ 
ing triumphal fongs. Next were led the oxen to be facri- 
fir.ed, having their horns gilt, and their heads adorned with 
fillets and garlands. Then in carriages were brought the 
fpoils taken from the enemy, ftatues, pictures, plate, ar¬ 
mour, gold and filver, and brafs ; with golden crowns, and 
other gifts, fent by the allied and tributary ftates. The cap¬ 
tive leaders followed in chains, with their children and at¬ 
tendants. After them came the Lictors, having their 
wreathed with laurel, followed by a great company of mu- 
fkians and dancers drefled like Satyrs, and wearing crowns 
of gold : in the midft of whom was a pantomime, clothed 
in the garb of a female, whofe bufinefs it was, with his 
looks and gefturcs, to infult the vanquifhed. Next follow¬ 
ed a long train of perfons carrying perfumes. Then came 
the victorious general, drefled in purple embroidered with 
gold, 
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vi< 2 ories in Dalmatia, at Aclium, and Alexandria ; each 
of which lafted three days. 

XXnr. In all his wars, he never received anv fignal 
or ignominious defeat, except twice in Germany, in the 
perfon of his lieutenants Lollius and Varus. The for¬ 
mer indeed had in it more of infamy than lofs : but that 
of Varus threatened the fccurity of the empire itfelf; 

gold, with a crown of laurel on his head, a branch of lau¬ 
rel in his right hand, and in his left an ivory fceptre, with 
an eagle on the top; having his face painted with vermilion, 
in the fame manner as the ftafue of Jupiter on feftival days, 
and a golden Bulla hanging on his bread, and containing 
fome amulet, or magical prefervative again!! envy. He 
flood in a gilded chariot, adorned with ivory, and drawn 
by four white horfes, fometimes by elephants, attended by 
his relations, and a great crowd of citizens, all in white. 
His children ufed to ride in the chariot with him ; and that 
he might not be too much elated, a flave, carrying a golden 
crown fparkling with gems, flood behind him, and frequently 
whifpered in his ear, “ Remember that thou art a man !” 
After the general, followed the Confuls and Senators on 
foot, at leaft according to the appointment of Auguflus; 
for they formerly ufed to go before him. His Ligati and 
military Tribunes commonly rode by his fide. The victo¬ 
rious army, horfe and foot, came laft, crowned with laurel, 
and decorated with the gifts which they had received for 
their valor; finging their own and their general’s praifes, 
but fometimes throwing out railleries againft him ; and often 
exclaiming, “ Io Triumphe!” in which they were joined 
by all the citizens, as they puffed along. The oxen having 
been ftcrificed, the general gave a magnificent entertain¬ 
ment in the Capitol to his friends and the chief men of the 
city; after which he was conduced home by the people, 
with mu£c and a great number of lamps and torches. 

threa 
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three legions, with the general, lieutenant-generals, and 
all the auxiliary forces, being cut off. ■ Upon receiving 
advice of this difafter, he gave orders for keeping a ftiidt 
watch over the city, to prevent any public difturbancc, 
and continued the government of the provinces in the 
fame hands, the better to keep the allies quiet, by the 
means of perfons well acquainted with, and ufed to them. 
He made a vow to celebrate the great games in honor 
of Jupiter, “ If he would be pleafed to recover the ft ate 
from its prefent fituation.*’ This expedient had formerly 
been pra&ifed in the Cimbric and Marfic wars. For 
we are informed that he was under fo great confterna- 
tion, upon this event, that he let the hair of his head 
and beard glow for feveral months, and fometimes knock¬ 
ed liis head againft the door, crying out, “ Quintilius 
Varus, give me my legions again.” And ever after, he ob- 
ferved the anniverfary of this calamity as a day of forrow 
and mourning. 

XXIV. In military affairs he made many alterations, 
introducing fome practices entirely nevi', and reviving 
others, which had become obfolete. He maintained 
among the troops the ftridleft difeipline ; and would not 
allow even the lieutenant-generals the liberty to vifit their 
wives, but with great reluctance, and in the winter fea- 
fon only. A Roman knight having cut off the thumbs 
of two young fons of his, to render them incapable of 
ferving in the wars, he expofed both him and his eftate 
to public fale. But upon obferving the farmers of the 
cuftoms very bufv about the purchafe, he conftgned him 
over to a frcedmaii of his own. that he might fend him 
•into the countrv, and fuller him to enjov his freedom. 
The tenth legion becoming mutinous, be bi oke it with dif- 
grace ; and did the lame bv fome others that in a petu- 
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lant manner demanded their difcharge ; with-holding front 
them the rewards ufuaily bellowed on thofe who had 
ferved their flated time in the wars. Such battalions 
as had quitted their ground in time of a&ion, he deci¬ 
mated, and fed with barley. Captains, as well as com¬ 
mon fentinels upon the guard, who deferted their polls, 
he punilhed with death. For other mifdemeanors he in- 
flifted upon them various kinds of difgrace ; fuch as ob¬ 
liging them to Hand all day before the general’s tent, 
fometimes in their tunics, and without their belts, fome- 
times with poles ten foot long, or rods in their hands. 

XXV. After the conclufion of the civil wars, he ne¬ 
ver, in any of his military harangues, or proclamations, 
addrefTed them by the title of “ Fcllow-foldiers,” but 
“ Soldiers” only. Nor would he fuffer them to be other- 
wife called by his fons or ftep-fons, when they were in 
command : judging the former epithet to convey the 
idea of a degree of condefccnlion not very confillent 
with military difeipline, and what neither the tranquillity 
of the times, nor the grandeur of himfelf and family, ren¬ 
dered needful. Unlefs at Rome, upon account of acci¬ 
dental fires, or under the apprehenfion of a public difturb- 
ance during a fcarcity of provifions, he never fuffered 
manumifed Haves to bear arms in his troops, except on 
two occafions ; one for the fccurity of the colonies bor¬ 
dering upon Illyricum, and again to guard the banks of 
the river Rhine. V ith thefe he obliged perfons of 
fortune, both male and female, to furnilh him; and 
though after fome time he granted them their freedom, 
yet he kept them in a body by ihemfelves, unmixed with 
his other foldiers of better birth, and armed likewife in a 
different manner. Military prefents, fuch as trappings 
tot harics, chains, or any others of gold or fiber, he be¬ 
llowed 
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flowed more readily than the crowns which were ufually 
conferred for any fignal aft of bravery in the fiege of 
camps or towns, which were reckoned more honorable 
than the former. Thefe crowns he gave fparingiy, 
without partiality, and often even to common foldi- 
crs. He prefented M. Agrippa, after the naval engage¬ 
ment in the war of Sicily, with a green banner. Per- 
fons who had obtained the honor of a triumph, though 
they attended him in his expeditions, and had a (hare in 
his fucceffes, he judged it improper to diftinguifli by the 
ufual military prefents, becaufe themfelves had a right to 
grant them to whom they pleafed. He thought nothing 
more derogatory to the chara&er of an accomplifhed ge¬ 
neral than hafle and rafhnefs: on which account he 
had frequently in his mouth, 

XtrEi/St fyafou ;, and 

AtrQaMi ec rT a/icm<v, a SfCKWj < fyakAan 

Haften flowly.—And 

The cautious captain’s better than the bold. 

And “ What is done enough, is done well enough.” He 
was wont likewife to fay, that “ a battle or a war ought 
never to be undertaken, unlefs the hope of advantage over¬ 
balanced the fear of lofs.” For, faid he, “ thofe who pur- 
fue fmall advantages with no fmall hazard, rcfemble fuch 
as hill with a golden hook, die lofs of which, if the line 
fliould break afunder, could never be compenfated by all 
the filh they might take.” 

XXVI. He was advanced to public offices, before he 
was legally qualified for them in point of age, and to 
feme of a new kind, and for life. He feized the Con- 
luliliip in the twentieth year of his age, advancing with 

I z his 
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his legions in a hoftile manner towards die city, and fend¬ 
ing deputies to demand it for him in the name of the 
armv. When the Senate demurred upon the fubjedl, a 
Centurion, named Cornelius, the chief deputy, throwing 
back his cloak, and fhewing the hilt of his fword, had 
the prefumption to fay in the houfe, “ This will make 
him Conful, if ye will not.” His fecond Confulfhip he 
bore nine years after, his third, upon the intermiffion of 
only one year, and held the fame office every' year fuc- 
ceflively until the eleventh. From this period, though 
the Confulfhip was frequently offered him, he always de¬ 
clined it, till, after a long interval, not lefs than feven- 
teen years, he voluntarily flood for the twelfth, and two 
years after for a thirteenth ; that he might, whilfl in¬ 
verted with that office, introduce into the Forum, accord¬ 
ing to cuftom, his two fons, Caius and Lucius. In his 
five Confulihips from the fixth to the eleventh, he conti¬ 
nued in office throughout the year ; but in the reft, dur¬ 
ing only nine, fix, four, or three months, and in his fe¬ 
cond no more than a few hours. For having fat for a 
lhort time in the morning, upon the firft of January, on 
his ivory chair *, before the temple of Jupiter Capitoli- 
nus, he quitted the office, and fubftituted another in his 
room. Nor did he enter upon them all at Rome, but 

* The Sella Cunilis was a ftool or chair on which the 
principal magiftrates fat in the tribunal upon folemn occa- 
fions. It had no back, but had four crooked feet, fixed to the 
extremities of crofs pieces of u-ood, joined by a common 
axis, fomewhat in the form of the letter X ; was covered 
with leather, and adorned with ivory, l-'rom its conftruc- 
tion, it might be occafionally folded together for the con¬ 
venience of carriage, and fet down where the magiftrate 

S upon 
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upon the fourth in Afia, tire fifth in the Ifle of Samos, 
and the eighth and ninth at Tarraeon. 

XXVII. During ten years, he adled as one of the 
Triumvirate for fettling the commonwealth, in which of¬ 
fice he for fome time oppofed his colleagues in their delign 
of a profcription ; but after it was begun, he profecuted 
it with more determined rigor than either of them. For 
whillt they were often prevailed upon, by the interefl and 
interceffion of friends, to fhew mercy, he alone infilled 
vehemently, that no quarter fhould be given; and he 
proferibed likewife C. Toranius his guardian, who had 
been formerly his father Odtavius’s colleague In the 
XEdilefliip. Junius Saturninus adds this farther account 
of him: that when, after the profcription was over, M. 
Lepidus made an apology in the Senate for their pad: 
proceedings, and gave them hopes of a more mild admi- 
niftration for the future, becaufe they had now had fuffi- 
cient revenge upon their enemies; he on the other hand 
declared, that he had fet no other bounds to the profcription 
than his own pleafure, and fo was entirely at liberty. 
Afterwards, however, repenting of his feverity, he ad¬ 
vanced T. Vinius Philopoemen to the Equeftrian rank, 
for having concealed his patron, and faved him from the 
fury of the profcription. In this fame office, he incur¬ 
red great odium upon many accounts. For as he was 
one day haranguing the foldiers, ohferving Pinarius a Ro¬ 
man knight let in fome company, and fubferibe foine- 
thing or other, he ordered him to be ftabbed before his 
eyes, as a bufy-body and a fpy upon him. He fo terri¬ 
fied with his menaces Tedius Afer, Conful-elect, for 
having reflected upon fome action of his, that he threw 
himfeif from the top of a houfe and died. And when 
(T Gallius the Prretor came to wait upon him, with a 
I 3 double 
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double tablet under his coat, fufpedling it to be a iword, 
and yet not venturing to make a fearch, left it ftiould be 
found to be fomething elfe, he ordered him to be carried 
off by fome captains and foldiers, and to be put to tor¬ 
ture, as if he had been a flave: and though he would 
make no confeffion of any ill delign, commanded hint 
to be k.lled, after he had, with his own hands, pluck¬ 
ed out his eyes. His own account of the tranfaclion 
however is, that this perfon defired a private conference 
with him, for the purpofe of murdering him : that he 
therefore put him in prifon, but afterwards releafed him, 
and banilhcd him the city, when he perifhed either in a 
ftorm at fea, or by the hands of robbers. He accepted 
of the Tribunitian power for life, but, for two lujira * 
fucceffively, took another perfon into commiflion with 
him. Tile infpedlion of the public manners and laws 
was likewife conferred upon him for life; in virtue of 
■which commiflion, though he had not the title of Cen- 
for, yet be thrice took a furvey of the people, the firft 
and third time with an afliftant, but the fecond by hitn- 
felf. 

XXVm. He twice entertained thoughts of reftoring 
the commonwealth ; firft immediately after the reduction 
of Antony, remembering what he had often charged him 
with, that it was owing to him alone that the common¬ 
wealth was not reftored. The fecond time was upon oc- 

* The Lufintm was a period of five years, at the end of 
which a Cenfus or Review was made of the people, firft by 
the Roman kings, then by the Confuls, but after the year 
310 from the building of the city, by the Cenfors, who 
■were magiftrates created for that purpofe. It appears how¬ 
ever, that the Cenfus was not always held at ftated periods, 
and fometimes after long intervals. 
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cafion of a long illnefs, when he fent for the magidratcs 
and the Senate to his own houfe, and delivered them a 
particular account of the ftate of the empire. But rc- 
fiefting at the fame time, that he could not without hazard 
return to the condition of a private perfon, and that it 
might be of dangerous confequence to the public, to 
have the government left again to the management of the 
people, he refolved to keep it in his own hands, whe¬ 
ther with the better event or intention, is hard to fay. His 
intention of good to the public, he often affirmed in pri¬ 
vate difeourfe, and likewife declared by proclamation in 
the following terms: “ So let me have the happinefs to 
edablifh the commonwealth fecure upon its proper bafts, 
and enjoy the reward of which I am ambitious, that of 
being celebrated for introducing the bed kind of govern¬ 
ment amongft you : that at my leaving the world, I may 
carry with me the hope, that the foundations which I 
fhall lay for a'future fettlement, will remain unmoved 
for ever.” 

XXIX. The city, which was not built in a manner 
fuitable to the grandeur of the empire, and was liable 
to inundations of the Tiber, and to fires, he fo much 
improved, as to boad, not without reafon, that he re¬ 
ceived it a city of brick, but left ic one of maihle. Me 
likewife rendered it fccure for the time to come, as far as 
could be elFcded by human fon.fight. He raifed a great 
many public buildings, the mod confiderahle of which 
■were a Forum, with the temple of Mars the Avenger, 
the temple of Apollo in the Palatium, and the temple of 
Thundering Jove in the Capitol. The reafon of his 
building the Forum, was the vad number of people and 
caufes, for which the two former Forums not being fuf~ 
ficient, it was thought ncccJTary to have a third. It was 
I 4 there- 
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therefore opened for public ufe before the temple of Mars 
■was entirely finifhed; and a law paffed, that caufes 
fhould be tried, and judges chofen by lot, in that place. 
The temple of Mars he had made a vow to build, in the 
war of Philippi, which was undertaken by him for the 
revenge of his father’s murder. He ordained that the Se¬ 
nate fhould always meet there to deliberate about wars 
and triumphs ; that thence fhould be difpatched all fuch 
as were fent into the provinces to command armies; and 
that in it thofe who returned victorious from the wars, 
fhould lodge the ornaments of their triumphs. He erect¬ 
ed the temple of Apollo in that part of the Palatine 
boufe which had been ftruck with thunder, and which, 
on that account, the foothfavers declared the God to ha-re 
chofen. He added to it piazzas, with a library of Latin 
and Greek authors; and when advanced in years, tiled 
frequently there to hold the Senate, and examine the lifts 
of the judges. He confccrated the temple to Thunder¬ 
ing Jove, upon account of a deliverance he had from a 
great danger in his Cantabrian expedition ; when, as he 
was travelling in the night, his litter was fcorched, and 
a Have who carried a torch befcie him, killed by the 
lightning. He likewife conftrudted fame public build¬ 
ings in the name of others, as his grandfons, bis wife, 
and fifter. Thus he built a piazza and a court, in the 
name of Lucius and Caius, and piazzas in the name of 
Livia and Octavia, with a theatre in that of Marcellus. 
He alfo recommended to other perfons of difliu&ion to 
beautify the city by new buildings, or repairing the old, 
each according to their refpective abilities. In confe- 
quence of this recommendation, manv were railed ; fuch 
as the temple of Hercules prefident of the Mufes, by 
Mercius Philippus ; a temple of Diana bv L. Coi'ni- 
ficius ; the Court of Liberty by A fin ins Pollio ; a rcmpic 
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of Saturn by Munatius Plancus ; a theatre by Cornelius 
Balbus ; an amphitheatre bv Statilius Taurus ; and feve- 
ral other noble edifices by M. Agrippa. 

XXX. He divided lire city into wards, and other infe¬ 
rior departments; ordaining that the annual magiftrates 
fhould by lot take the charge of the former; and that 
the latter fhould be governed by mailers chofen out of the 
ncigbouring commonalty. He appointed a nightly watch 
to be kept againft accidents from fire; and, to prevent 
the frequent inundations of the Tiber, widened and 
cleanfed its channel, which had in length of time been, 
alnioft dammed up with rubbifh, and much reduced by 
the falling in of houfes. To render the avenues to the 
city more commodious, he took upon himfclf the charge 
of improving the Flaminian caufeway as far as Arimi- 
num ; and diftributed the repairs of the other roads, to 
be defrayed out of the money arifing from the fpoils 
of war, amongft feveral perfons who had obtained the 
honor of a triumph. Temples decayed by time, or de- 
ftroyed by fire, he cither repaired or rebuilt; and enrich¬ 
ed them, as well as many others, with noble donations. 
He, upon one occafion, depofited in the facred apart¬ 
ment ot Jupiter Capitolinus, lixteen thoufand pounds 
of gold, with jewels and pearls, to the amount of fifty 
millions of fefterccs. 

XXXI- The office of High-pricft, of which he could 
not decently deprive Lepidus, he a (Turned upon his death. 
He then iffued an order for all the books of prophecy, 
both Latin and Greek, the authors of which were either 
unknown, or of no great authority, to be brought in ; 
and the whole collection, amounting to upwards of two 
thoufand, he committed to the flames ; laving only fuch 
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as had been left by the Sibyls ; but not even thofc with, 
out a ft riel examination, to afeertain what was genuine. 
This being done, lie depofited them upon two gilt lhclves, 
under the bafe of the flatue of Apollo Palatinus. He 
reduced the Calendar, which had been corrected by Ju¬ 
lius Caefar, but through carcleffnefs was again fallen in¬ 
to confufton, to its former regularity; and upon that 
occafton, called die month Sextilis (Auguft) by his own 
name, rather than September, in which he was born ; 
becaufe in it he had obtained his firft Confullhip, and all 
his moft considerable victories. He encreafed the num¬ 
ber, dignity, and revenue of the priefts, but efpecially 
of the Veda! Virgins. And when upon the death of one 
of them, a new one was to be cliofen, and many per- 
fons folicited that they might not be obliged to give in 
their daughters’ names, for the purpofe of election, he 
anfwered them with an oath : “ If any of my grand¬ 
daughters was old enough for it, I would have offered 
her to fill up the vacancy.” He likewife revived fome 
old teligious cuftoms, which had become obfolete; as 
the Augury of Health, the office of Flamen Dialis, or 
the peculiar prieft of Jupiter, the religious folemnity of 
the Lupcrcalia, the Secular, and Compitalitian games; 
He prohibited young boys from running in the Luper- 
calia : and in rcfpedk of the Secular games, he iffued an 
order, that young perfons, of either fex, fhould not appear 
at any public diverfions in the night, unlefs in the com¬ 
pany of fome elderly perfon of their relations. He or¬ 
dered the houfehold Gods to be decked twice a year with 
fpring and fummer flowers, in the Compitalitian feftival. 
Next to the immortal Gods, he paid the higheft honor to 
the memory of thofe generals, who, from the original 
poor condition of the Roman ftate, had raifed it to. the 
pinnacle of grandeur. He accordingly repaired or rebuilt 
the 
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the public edifices ereeled by them ; preferring the for¬ 
mer inferiptions, and placing ftatucs of them all, in a 
triumphal drefs, in both the piazzas of his Forum ; and 
declaring in the terms of the following proclamation : 
“ My defign in fo doing is, that the Roman people may 
require from me, and all fucceeding princes, a confor¬ 
mity to thofe illuftrious examples.” He likewife removed 
the ftatue of Pompev from the Senatc-houfe, in which 
C. Czfar had been killed, and placed it under a marble 
arch, fronting the magnificent houfe adjoining to his 
theatre. 

XXXTT. He fuppreffed many pra&iccs injurious to 
the morals of the public, which had arifen either from li- 
ccntioufncfs during the late civil wars, or the corruption 
produced by the long peace which enfued. Great num¬ 
bers of highwaymen appeared openly, armed with 
fwords, under color of fclf-defcnce ; and in different parts 
of the country, travellers, freemen and Haves without 
diftintftion, were carried off by violence, and kept con¬ 
cealed in work-houfes. Several parties of men, under 
the fpecious title of new companies, caballed together 
for the perpetration of all kinds of villainy. Thefe ban¬ 
ditti he quelled, by guards of foldiers ported in different 
places for the purpofc ; took a ftriiSt account of the 
work-houfes, and diffolvcd all companies, thofe only 
excepted which were of ancient ftanding, and eftabliih- 
ed by law. He burned all the notes of thofe who had 
been a long time in arrear with the treafury, as the prin¬ 
cipal fource of vexatious fuits and profecutions. Places 
in the city that were claimed by the public, where the 
property was doubtful, he adjudged to the poffeffors. He 
ftruck out of the lift of criminals, the names of fuch as 
had remained long under the terror of a profecution, 
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where nothing further was propofed by the informers, 
than to gratify their own ill nature, by feeing the wretch¬ 
ed appearance which they made upon the occafion. At 
the fame time, he laid it down as a rule, that thofe who 
periifted in maintaining a profecution, Ihould, if they 
failed in their objedl, be liable to the fame punifhment 
which the laws inflicted upon fuch as were convicted of 
the cliarge. And that crimes might not cfcape punifh¬ 
ment, nor bufinefs be negledtcd by delay, he ordered the 
courts to fit during the thirty days that were fpent in ce¬ 
lebrating the games, which the magiftrates ul'ually pre- 
fented to the people, in gratitude for their advancement. 
To die three clafles then exifting of judges, he added a 
fourth, confiding of perfons of inferior rank, who were 
called Ducenarii, and decided all litigations about trifling 
fums. He chofe judges from the age of thirty years, 
■which is five years fooner than had been ufual before. 
And a great many declining the office, he was with much 
difficulty prevailed upon, to allow each clafs of judges a 
twelve-month’s vacation in its turn ; and that the courts 
might be exempted from attendance during the months of 
November and December. 

XXXIII. He was himfelf affiduous in his application 
to the trial of caufes, and would fometimes protradl his 
fitting to a late hour, if he was indifpofed, upon a 
couch placed upon the bench, or lying in bed at home ; 
difplaying on all thofe occafions not only the greateft atten¬ 
tion, but mildnefs. To fave a culprit, who evidently appear¬ 
ed guilty of murdering his father, from being ftitched up 
in a fack, becaule none were puniflied in that manner 
but fuch as confefied the fa6t, he is faid to have inter¬ 
rogated him thus : “ Surely you did not kill vour father, 
did you t” And when, in the trial of a caufe about a 
forged 
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forged will, all thofe who had figned it were liable to 
the penalty of the Cornelian law, he ordered that all thofe 
who fat with him upon the trial lhould not onlv be fur- 
ni (hed with the two ufual tablets for condemnation or 
acquittal, but a third likewife, for the pardon of fuch as 
fhould appear to have fubferibei their names through 
any deception or miftake. All appeals in caufes betwixt 
inhabitants of the city, he afligned every year to the 
Prsetor; and where the provincials were concerned, to 
men of Confular rank, who had each his province for 
that purpofe. 

XXXIV. Some laws he amended, and fome, originally 
framed by himfelf, he introduced into the code ; fuch as 
the fumptuary law, that relating to adultery and the viola¬ 
tion of chaftity, the law againft bribery in eledlions, and 
likewife that for the encouragement of marriage. Having 
been more fevere in his reform of this law than the reft, he 
found the people utterly averfe to adopt it, without taking 
off or mitigating the penalties; befides allowing a refpite of 
three years after the death of a wife, and encreafmg the 
advantages of a married ftate. Notwithftanding all 
thefe modifications of this obnoxious ftatute, the Equef- 
trian Order, at a public entertainment in the theatre, were 
importunate for the repeal of it; infomuch that he fent 
for the children of Gcrmanicus, and fhewed them partly 
fitting upon his own lap, and partly on their father’s ; 
intimating by his looks and gefturcs a requeft, that they 
would not be difpleafed to imitate the example of that 
voung man. But finding that the force of the law was 
eluded, by the marrying of gills much under the age 
proper for matrimony, and the frequent change of wives, 
he limited the time for confummation after the martiage 
contract. 
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contract, and retrained the great licence which had been 
admitted in the practice of divorce. 

XXX\. He reduced, bv two diflindt nominations, to 
their former number and fplendor, the Senate, which had 
been filled up and over-charged with a rabble of people, 
degrading to the dignity of that houfe (for they were now 
above a tboufand, and fome of them very mean perfons, 
that after die death of Caefar had been chofen by the 
dint of intereft and bribery, and were commonly called 
by the people Orcini). The former of ihclc elections 
was left to their own determinadon ; each man as he 
■was named naming another. But the latter was manag¬ 
ed esclulively by himfelf and Agi ippa; at which time, 
it is believed, he prefided at the election, with a coat of 
mail, and a fword under his garment, and with ten of 
the tnoft able-bodied Senators his friends attending about 
him. Cordus Cremutius relates, that no Senator was 
fuffered to approach him but alone, and after having 
been fearched whether he carried about him any 
fword. Some he obliged to the reluctant modefty of 
excufing themfelves from the acceptance of that honor ; 
and to fuch he allowed the privilege of ufmg the Senato- 
rian tunic, of fitting at public diverfions in the feats af- 
figned to that Order, and of feafting publicly amongft 
them. That fuch as were chofen and approved of 
might difcharge their duty the more religioufly, and with 
lefs trouble, he ordered that every member, before he 
took his feat in the houfe, fliould pay his devotions, with 
an offering of frankincenfe and wine, at the altar of that 
God, in whole temple the Senate Ihould affemble, and 
that their Hated meetings fliould be only twice in the 
month, viz. upon the Calends and Ides ; and that in the 
months 
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tnonths of September and O(Sober, a certain number 
only, chofen by lot, fuch as the law required to give a re- 
folution of the houfe the force of a decree, fhould be ob¬ 
liged to give their attendance. He refolved upon the 
choice of a new privy-council every fix months, to con- 
fult with them previoufly upon fuch affairs as he judged 
proper at any time to lay before the houfe. He likewife 
afked the opinion of the Senators upon a fubjcft of im¬ 
portance, not according to cuftom, nor in order, but as 
he pleafed ; that every one might give the fame attention 
to the bufinefs before them, as if he was to deliver his 
fcntiments at large upon it, to influence the reft, rather 
than affent to what had been advanced by others. 

■XXXVI. He likewife introduced fcveral other altera¬ 
tions in the management of public affairs ; as that the afts 
of the Senate fhould not be publifhed, nor the magiftrates 
fent into the provinces immediately after the expiration of 
their office: that the Proconfuls fhould have a certain 
fum afligned them out of the treafury for mules and tents, 
which ufed before to be contra&ed for by the government 
with private perfons: that the management of the trea¬ 
fury fhould be transferred from the City-Qua'ftors to 
the Praetors, or thofe who had already ferved in the 
latter office: and that ten commiflioners fhould call 
together the Centumviral court, which had formerly 
been ufed to affemble at the fummons of perfons who 
had borne the office of Quaeftors. 

XXXVIII. That a greater number of perfons might 
be employed in the adminilfration of the State, he dc- 
vifed feveral new offices ; as for the fuperintendency of the 
public buildings, roads, waters, the channel of the Tiber: 
for the diftribution of corn to the people ; the Prefecture 
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of . the city ; a Triumvirate for the eleftion of the Sena¬ 
tors ; and another for taking an account of the feveral 
troops of the Equeftrian Order, as often as their dutv in 
war rendered fuch an infpecHon necefiary. He revived 
the office of Cenfors*, which had been a long time dif— 
trfed, and encreafed the number of Praetors. He likewife 
defired, that as often as the Confulihip was conferred 
upon him, he fhould have two colleagues inftead of one ; 
but in refpecl of this point, they did not comply with 
his requeft ; all unanimoufly crying out upon the occa- 
fion, that he ftooped below his grandeur fufficientlv, in 
holding the office not alone, but in conjunction with an¬ 
other. 

XXXVIIT. He was no lefs attentive to the reward of 
military merit, upon all occafions. He granted to above 
thirty generals the honor of the great triumph; and took 
care to have triumphal ornaments voted by the Senate for 
more than that number. That the fons of Senators 
might become fooner acquainted with affairs of ftate, he 
permitted them, at the time when they took upon them 
the manly habit +, to affume the Senatorian tunic like¬ 
wife, 

* In the year 312, from the building of the city, two 
ir.agiftrates were created, under the name of Cenfors, whofe 
office, at firft, was to take an account of the number of the 
people, and the value of their fortunes. A power was af¬ 
terwards granted them to infpeft the morals of the people ; 
and from this period the office became of great importance 
in the ftate. After Sylla, the eleftion of Cenfors was inter- 
mined for about feventeen years. Under the emperors the 
office of Cenfor was abolifhed; but the chief parts of it 
were exercifed by the empero's themfelves, .and frequently 
both with great caprice and feverity. . 

young 
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wife, and to be prefent at the debates of the houfc. When 
they entered the fervice of their country in the wars, he in¬ 
verted them not only with the commiffion of Tribune, but 
likewife the command of the auxiliary horfe of a legion. 
And that none might want an opportunity of acquiring 
fuffieient experience in military affairs, he commonly 
joined two fons of Senators in commiffion for the latter 
appointment. He frequently reviewed the troops of 
horfe belonging to the State, reviving the ancient cuftom 
of Tranfvedtion*, which had been long laid artde. But he 

young women until they were married, wore a gown bor¬ 
dered with purple, called Toga Pratexta. The- former, 
when they had completed this period, laid alide the drefs of 
minority, and affirmed the Toga Plrilis, or Manly Habit. 
The ceremony of changing the Toga was performed with 
great folemnity before the images of the Lares, to whom the 
Bulla was cpnfecrated. On this occalion, they went either 
to the Capitol, or to fome temple, to pay their devotions to 
the Gods. 

* The TranfvefUo was a proceffion of the Equeftrian Or¬ 
der, which they made with great fplendor through the city, 
every year, on the fifteenth day of July. They rode on 
horfeback from the Temple of Honor, or of Mars, without 
the city, to the Capitol, with wreaths of olive on their heads, 
drefled in robes of fcarlet, and bearing in their hands the 
military ornaments which they had received from their ge¬ 
neral, as a reward of their valor. The Knights rode up to 
the Cenfor, feated on his curule chair in the front of the 
Capitol, and difmounting led along their liorfes in their 
hands before him. If any of the knights was corrupt in his 
morals, had diminifhed his fortune below the legal ftandard, 
or even had not taken proper care of his horfe, the Cenfor 
ordered him to fell his horfe, by which he was confidercd 
as degraded from the Equeftrian Order. 
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did not fuffer any one to be obliged by his accufer to de¬ 
mount, wbilft he palled in review, as had formerly been 
the practice. And for fuch as were infirm with age, or 
any way deformed, he allowed them to fend their horfes 
before them, and when called upon, only to anfwer to 
their names : permitting, foon after, thofe who had at¬ 
tained the age of thirty-five vears, and defired not to 
keep their horfe any longer, to have the privilege of re- 
£ going him. 

XXXIX. Having obtained ten affiftants from the Se¬ 
nate, he obliged every one of the horfemen to give an ac¬ 
count of his life: in regard to thofe of whom he difap- 
proved, upon fomehe fet a mark of infamy, and others he 
punifbed in different ways. The moll part he only re¬ 
primanded, but not in the fame terms. The moft gentle 
mode of reproof was by delivering them wax tablets +, 
which they were obliged to read to themfelves upon the 
fpot. Some he difgraced for borrowing money at low 
intereft, and letting it out again upon ufurious profit. 

XL. In the ele£tion of Tribunes, if there was not a 
fufficient number of Senatorian candidates, he nominated 
others from the Equeftrian rank; granting them the li¬ 
berty, after die expiration of their office, to continue in 
whichfoever of the two Orders they pleafed. Becaufe 
moft of the knights had been much reduced in their 
eftates by the late civil wars, and therefore durft not fit 
to fee the public diverfions in the theatre, in the feats al- 

f Pugillares, or Pugillaria, were a kind of pocket-book, 
ufed for the purpofe of taking down memorandums. They 
appear to have been of very ancient origin; for we read of 
them in the Iiiad under the name of ILv«*e;. 


lotted 
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lotted to their Order, for fear of the punifhment provided 
by the law in that cafe ; he publicly declared, that none 
were liable to the penalty of that law, who had, either 
themfelves, or their parents, ever had a knight’s eftate. 
He took the furvey of the Roman people ftreet by ftreet: 
and that the commonalty might not be too often taken 
from their bufmefs, to attend the diftribution of corn, 
he intended to deliver out tickets for four months, that 
they might receive a greater quantity at once; but at their 
requeft, he continued the former regulation. He reviv¬ 
ed rite ancient ufage in eledtions, and endeavored, by 
various penalties, to fupprefs the pradlice of bribery. 
Upon the day of election, he diftribubed ,to the freemen 
of the Fabian andScaptian tribes, in which hehimfclf was 
enrolled, a thoufand felbcrces each, that they might en¬ 
tertain no expectations from any of the candidates. Ex¬ 
tremely defirous of preferving the Roman people pure, 
and untainted with a mixture of foreign or fervile blood, 
he not only bellowed the freedom of the city with a fpar- 
ing hand, but laid fome relbriclion upon the practice of 
manumifing Haves. When Tiberius interceded with him 
for the freedom of Rome in behalf of a Greek client of his, 
he wrote to him for anfwer, “ I (hall not grant it, un- 
lefs he come himfelf, and give me a fatisfadbory reafon 
why he makes that requeft.” He gave a denial likewife 
to Livia, upon her defiring the fame privilege for a tri¬ 
butary Gaul, but offered him an immunity from taxes ; 
adding a declaration in thefe words: ‘ I fhall fooner 
fuffer the revenue of my exchequer to be diminiflied, 
than the honor of the freedom of Rome to be rendered 
too common.” Not content with debarring Haves from 
{he benefit of complete emancipation, by various legal 
difficulties, relative to the number, condition, and di- 
ftindfion of fuch as fihould be manumifed, he likewife 
K 2 enacted 
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enacted that none who had been bound in chains, or put 
to the rack, fliould in any degree obtain the freedom of 
the city. He endeavored alfo to reftore the old habit 
and drefs of the Romans ; and upon feeing once an af- 
fembly of the people in black togas he exclaimed with 
indignation, “ See there ! 

Romanos rerum dominos, gentemque togatam. 

Rome’s Tons whofe laws the fubjeft world reprefs : 

Of whom the toga is the civic drefs. 

He gave order to the .dEdiles not to permit, in future, 
any Roman to (land in the Forum or Circus with 
cloaks on. 

XLI. He difplayed his generality to all ranks of peo¬ 
ple upon various occalions. For upon bringing the trea- 
fure belonging to the kings of Egypt into the city, in 
his Alexandrian triumph, he made money fo plentiful, that 
intereft fell, and the price of land rofe confiderabiy. And 
afterwards, as often as large fums of money came into his 
pofleffion by means of confifcations, he would lend it 
gratis to ftsch as could give fecurity for the double of what 
was borrowed. The eftate neceflary to qualify a perfon 
for being defied into the Senate, inftead of eight hundred 
thoufand fefterces, the former ftandard, he ordered, for 
-the future, to be twelve hundred thoufand; and to thofe 
in the houfe who had not fo much, he made good the defi¬ 
ciency. He often made donations to the people, but gene- 
rallv of different fums; fometimes four hundred, fome- 
times three hundred, or two hundred and fifty fefterces ; 
upon which occalions, he extended his bounty even to 
little boys ; who before were not ufed to receive any 
thing, until they arrived at eleven years of age. In a 
fcarcity of corn, he would frequently let them have it at 
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a very low price, or-none at all; and doubled the number 
of the money-tickets. 

XLII. But to {hew that he was a prince who regarded 
more the good of his people than their favor, he repri¬ 
manded them, upon their complaining of the fcarcity and 
dearnefs of wine, very feverely, in the following terms : 
“ My fon-in-law, Agrippa, has fufficicntly provided for 
the quenching of your third, by the great plenty of water 
with which he has fupplied the town.” Upon their de¬ 
manding a gift which he had promifed them, he faid, “ I 
am a man of my word.” But upon their importuning 
him for one which he had not promifed, he ifiued a pro¬ 
clamation upbraiding them with their fcandalous impu¬ 
dence ; at the fame time telling them, “ I ihould give 
you nothing, though I had before intended it." With the 
like firmnefs of authority, when, upon a promife he had 
made them of a donative, he found many Haves had been 
manumifed, and enrolled amongft the citizens, he declared 
that none Ihould receive any thing to whom the promife 
had not been made, and he gave the reft lefs than, he had 
promifed them, that the fum he deligned them might hold 
out. Once, in a ftjafon of fcarcity, and when it was ex¬ 
tremely difficult to fupply the public exigence; he ordered 
out of the city all the companies of {laves brought thither 
for fale, the gladiators belonging to the mailers of defence, 
and all foreigners, excepting phyficians, and the teachers 
of the liberal fciences. A part of the {laves in every 
family were likewife ordered to be difmiffed. When, at 
la ft, plenty was reftored, he writes thus : “ I was much 
inclined to abolilh for ever the practice of allowing the 
people corn at the public expence, becaufe they trull fo 
much to it, that they really negledft their tillage; but I did 
not perfeverc in fuch a delign; becaufe I was pretty cer- 
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tain that the practice would fome time ot other be revived 
to gratify the people.” He fo managed that affair ever 
after, that he was no lefs attentive to the interefts of the 
hufbandmen and traders abroad, than to thofe of the 
citizens. 

XLm. In the number, variety, and magnificence of his 
public diverfions, he furpaffed all former example. Four 
andtwenty times,he fays, heprefentea the people with games 
upon his own account; and three and twenty times for 
fuch magiftrates as were either abfent, or not able to afford 
the expence : and this he did fometimes in the ffreets of 
the city, and upon feveral ftages, by players in all languages. 
The fame he did not only in the Forum, and Amphi¬ 
theatre, but in the Circus likewife, and in the Septa * ; and 
fometimes he prefented only a hunting of wild beads. He 
entertained the people with wreftlers in the Field of Mars, 
•where wooden feats were eredted for the purpofe; as 
alfo with a naval fight; for accommodation to which he 
lowered the ground about the Tiber, where now lies the 
grove of the Ctefars. During t’nefe two entertainments 
he placed guards in the city, leff robbers, by reafon of the 
fmall number of people that was left in it, might feize the 
opportunity of committing depredations. In the Circus 
he brought into a&ion charioteers, foot-racers, and killers 
of wild beafts, and thofe often youths of the firft quality. 
He frequently exhibited the Trojan game, with a feledt 
number of boys different in ftature; thinking it both 
graceful in itfelf, and conformable to the practice of the 
ancients, that the genius of the young nobility fhould be 

* Srfta were inclofures made with boards, commonly for 
the purpofe of diftributing the people into diftinct clades, 
and eredfed occafionally. 
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difplayed in fuch exercifes. C. Nonius Afprenas, who 
was lamed in this diverfion, he prefented with a golden, 
chain, and allowed him and his pofterity to bear the fur- 
name of Torquatus. But foon after, he ceafed to en-, 
courage fuch fports, upon occafion of a fevere fpeech 
made in the Senate by Afinius Pollio the orator, in which 
he complained bitterly of the misfortune of ALferninus 
his grandfon, who likewife broke his leg in the fame 
diverlion. He fometimes made ufe of Roman knights to 
aft upon the ftage, or to fight as gladiators : but only be¬ 
fore the praftice was prohibited by a decree of the Senate. 
After that period he went no farther than to prefent to the 
view of the people a young man named Lucius, of a good 
family, who was not quite two foot in height, and 
weighed only feveuteen pounds, but had a prodigious 
voice. In one of his public entertainments, he brought 
the hoftages of the Parthians, the firft ever fent to Rome 
from that nation, through the middle of the theatre, and 
placed them in the fecond gallery above him. He ufed 
likewife, at times when no public entertainments were in 
agitation, if any thing was brought to town uncommon, 
and which might gratify curiofity, to expofe it to public 
view, in any place whatever ; as he did a rhinoceros in the 
Septa, a tiger upon a ftage, and a fnake fifty cubits long 
in the Comitium. It happened in the Circenfian games, 
which he performed in confequence of a vow, that he 
was taken ill, and obliged to attend the Thenfe*, lying 
upon a couch. Another time, in the games celebrated 
for 

* The The,fa was a fplendid carriage with four wheels, 
and four horfes, adorned with ivory and filver, in which the 
images of the Gods were drawn in folemn proceffion from 
their fhrines, at the Circenfian games, to a place in the Circus, 
called Pulvinar, where couches were prepared for their recep- 
K 4 tion. 
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for the opening of Marcellus’s theatre, the joints of his 
ivory feat happening to give way, he fell upon his back. 
And in the public diverfion exhibited by his grandfons, 
when the people were fo terrified with the apprehenfion 
of the theatre’s falling, that he could not, by repeated en¬ 
treaties not to run away, overcome their trepidation, he 
moved from his place, and fat down in the part which 
was moll fufpected. 

XLIV. The confuted diforderly manner of fitting at 
public diverfionr, he rectified, upon occafion of an affront 
put upon a Senator at Puteoli, whom, in a full aflembly 
at the public games, no perfon would make room for. 
He therefore procured a decree of the Senate, that in all 
public diverfions, in any place whatever, the firfl row of 
feats fhould be left empty for the accommodation of Se¬ 
nators. He would not permit even the ambafiadors 
of free nations, and fuch as were allies of Rome, to 
fit in that part of the theatre affigned to the Senators; 
having difeovered that fome manumifed Haves had been 
fent under that character. He feparated the foldicry from 
the reft of the people, and afligned to married men amongft 
the commonalty their proper feats. To the boys he 
affigned his own Cuneus *, and to their matters the feats 

non. It received its name from thongs ( lora ienfa) ftretched 
before it j and was attended in the proceffion by perfons of 
the firft rank, in their moft magnificent apparel. The at¬ 
tendants took delight in touching the thongs by which the 
chariot was drawn : and if a boy happened to let go the 
thong which he held, it was an indifpenfable rule that the 
proceffion fliould be renewed. 

* The Cuneus was a bench in the theatre, or other places 
of public entertainment. One rofe above another from the 
front of the ftage backwards, and they were diftributed re- 
fpeftiv-ly to the diferent Orders of fpeftaton. 

which 
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which were neareft it; ordering that none cloathed in 
black ftiould fit in the middle part of the Cavea *. Nor 
would he allow the women to look at the combats of the 
gladiators, except from the upper part of the theatre, 
though they formerly ufed to take their places promif- 
cuoufly with the reft of the company on that occafion. 
To the Veftal Virgins he granted a place in the theatre by 
themfelves, oppofite to the Prstor’s bench. He excluded, 
however, the whole female fex from feeing the wreftlers 
perform their parts: fo that in the games which he ex¬ 
hibited upon his acceflion to the office of High-prieft, he 
deferred producing a pair of combatants which the people 
called for, until the next morning; and intimated by pro¬ 
clamation, “ It was his pleafure that no woman Ihould 
appear in the theatre before five o’clock.” 

XLV. He generally viewed the Circenfian games from 
the apartments of his friends or freedmen, fometimes 
from the place appointed for the ftatues of the Gods, and 
fitting in company with his wife and children. He would, 
upon occafions, abfent himfclf from thofe fpedtacles for 
feveral hours, and fometimes whole days; but not without 
firft making an apology, and recommending fome to pre- 
fideat them in his room. When he wasprefent, however, 
he never attended to any other ohjeeft; either to avoid the 
refieflion which he ufed to fay was commonly made upon 
his father Collar, for perufing letters and memoirs, and 
anfwering them in writing, whilft he was prefent at the 
public diverfions ; or from a real pleafure he took in the 

' s The Cavea was the name of the whole of that part of 
rhe theatre where the fpeftators fat. The foremoft rows 
were called cavea prima, or inia; the lift, cavea ultima or 
Jumnta ; and the middle, cavea media. 

fight 
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fight of thofe exhibitions, -which he was fo far from con¬ 
cealing, that he often ingenuoufly owned it. On this 
account, he ufed frequently to make confiderable prefents 
to the heft performers, in the diverfions exhibited by 
others ; and never was prcfent at any performance of the 
Greeks, without rewarding the moft deferving, accord¬ 
ing to their merit. He took particular pleafure in feeing 
the contefts of the boxers, efpccially thofe of the country, 
not only fuch as had been trained up to it by rules of art, 
whom he ufed often to match with the Greek champions ; 
but even the people of the city, who would fight in the 
ftreets without any knowledge of the art. In fact, lie 
honored with his protedion all fuch as performed any 
part in thofe public entertainments of the people. He 
not only maintained, but enlarged, the privileges of the 
wreftlers. He would not permit the gladiators to fight, 
without the allowance of life to the party that was 
worfted. He deprived the magiftrates of the power of 
correding the ftage-players, which by an ancient law 
was allowed them at all times, and in all places ; re ft rid¬ 
ing their authority entirely to the time of performance, 
and to the ftage. He would however admit of no abatement 
in the fervice of the wreftlers, or gladiators, but exacted 
from both the moft find attention to difeipline. He went 
fo far in reftraining the licentioufnefs of ftage-players, 
that upon difeovering that Stephanio, an ador of Latin 
plays, kept a married woman with her hair cut ftiort, and 
drafted in boy’s cloaths, to wait upon him at table, he or¬ 
dered him to be whipped through all the three theatres, 
and banifhed him. Hylas, an ador of pantomimes, upon 
a complain: againft him by the Prztor, he commanded 
to be fcourged with a whip, in the court of his own 
houfe, and admitted all who were aefirous of feeing the 
punifhment inflided. And Pyiades he not only banifhed 
fiom 
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from the city, but Italy likewife, for pointing with his 
finger at, and turning the eyes of the company upon, a 
fpedlator hy whom he was hilled. 

XLV 1 . Having thus regulated the affairs of the city, 
he replenilhed Italy by planting in it twenty-eight colo¬ 
nies, and greatly improved it by public works, and a 
beneficial diftribution of taxes. In refpefl of privileges 
and dignity, he rendered it in fome meafure equal to the 
city itfelf; by inventing a new kind of fuffrage, which 
the members of the governing council fhould give at 
home, in the eleftion of the magiftrates in Rome, and 
fend under feal to the city, about the time of the election. 
To encreafe the number of perfons of condition, and 
encourage propagation amongft the inferior people, he 
granted tire petitions of all thofe who requefted the honor 
of ferving in the wars on horfeback, provided they were 
feconded by the recommendation of the town in which 
they lived ; and to fuch of the commonalty as, upon his 
viewing the fevernl quarters of Italy, prefented him with 
fons or daughters lawfully begotten, he diftributed a 
thoufand fcfterces a head. 

XLVII. irhe more powerful provinces, and fuch as 
could not with eafe or fafely be cnirufted to the govern¬ 
ment of annual magiftrates, he referved to his own ad- 
miniftration : the reft he diftributed by lot amongft the 
Proconfuls; but fometimes he made an exchange, and 
frequently vifited moft of both kinds in perfon. Some 
cities that were in alliance with Rome, but by their great 
licentioufnefs haftening to dcftrudlion, he deprived of their 
liberty. Others, which were much in debt, he relieved, 
and rebuilt fuch as had been deftroyed by earthquakes. 
To thofe that could produce any inftance of their having 
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deferred •well of die Roman people, he preferred the 
freedom of Larinm, or even that of the city. There is 
not, I believe, a province, except Africa and Sardinia, 
which he did not vifit. After he had driven Sextus Pom- 
perns into thofe provinces, he was indeed preparing to 
pafs over from Sicily, but was prevented by violent ftorms, 
which continued without intermiffion, until the occafion 
for fuch a voyage no longer remained. 

XLV1II. Kingdoms, of which he had made himfelf 
matter by the right of conqueft, excepting a few, he 
either reftored to their former pofleflors, or conferred 
upon ftrangers. Kings, his allies, he cemented together 
in bonds of the mod intimate union ; being always ready 
to promote or favor any propofal of marriage or friend- 
fhip amongft them; and indeed treated them all with the 
fame confederation, as if they were members and parts of 
the empire. To fuch amongft them as were minors or 
lunatics he appointed guardians, until they arrived at age, 
or recovered their fenfes ; and the fons of many he main- . 
tained and educated with his own. 

XLIX. With refpedl to the military forces, he dif- 
pofed of the legions and auxiliary troops throughout the 
feveral provinces. He ftationed a fleet at Mifene, and' 
another at Ravenna, for the fecurity of the upper and 
lower fea. A certain number of the forces he felefted, 
partly for the guard of the city, and partly of his own 
perfon; and difmiffed the body of the Calaguritanians, 
which he retained about him until the overthrow of An¬ 
tony. He did the fame by the Germans, whom he had 
amongft his guards, until the difafter of Varus. Yet he 
never permitted a greater force than three battalions in 
the city, ami that without any camp. The reft he ufeil 
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to djflribute in the neighbouring towns about the city, in 
winter and fummer quarters. All the troops throughout 
the empire he reduced to one fixed model, with regard to 
their pay, and the rewards to be conferred upon them at 
the expiration of their fervice ; determining, according to 
every one’s ftation in the troops, both the time he was to 
ferve, and the advantages he was to enjoy upon an ho¬ 
norable difmiffion; that they might not be tempted by 
their age and necelfities to excite any public commo¬ 
tion. For the purpofe of eftablilhing a perpetual and 
ready fund towards the accomplilhment of thefe objefts, 
he inftituted a military exchequer, with new taxes for the 
fupply of it. To have the fpeedier intelligence of what 
paffed in the provinces, he at firft polled young men at 
moderate di fiances, along the military roads, and after¬ 
wards vehicles, which appeared to him the more com¬ 
modious, becaufe the perfons who brought him the letters, 
might be queftioned about the bufinefs, if there was any 
occafion. 

L. In tile fcaling of patents, inftruflions, or letters, he 
at firft ufed the figure of a Sphinx, afterwards the head 
of Alexander the Great, and at laft his own, engraven by 
the hand of Diofcorides, which the fucceeding princes 
likewife continued to make ufe of. He was extremely 
precife in the dating of his letters, putting down exatSUy 
the time of the day or night, at which they were di- 
fpatched. 

LI. Of his clemency and moderation there are abun¬ 
dant and fignal inftances. For not to enumerate how 
many and what perfons of the oppofite party he pardoned, 
and fuffered to rife to the higheft eminence in the city ; 
he thought it fulficicnc to punilb Junius Novatus, and 
Caftius 
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Caffius Patavinus, both commoners ; one of them with a 
fine, and the other with an eafy baniOiment; though the 
former had publifhed, in the name of young Agrippa, a very 
fcurrilous letter againft him, and the other declared openly^ 
at an entertainment where there was a great deal of com¬ 
pany, “ that he neither wanted inclination nor courage to 
ftab him.” In the trial of ./Emilius ./Elianus of Corduba, 
when, amongft other charges exhibited againft him, it 
was particularly infilled upon, that he ufed to reflect upon 
Caefar, the latter turning about to the accufer, Paid to him 
with an air and tone of paffion, “ I wilh you could make 
that appear, I lhall let ./Elianus know that I have a 
tongue too, and return him more abufivc language than 
he ever ufed againft me.” Nor did he either then or 
afterwards make any farther enquiry into the affair. And 
when Tiberius, in a letter, complained of the offence with 
great eameftnefs, he returned him an anfiver in the fol¬ 
lowing terms : “ Do not, my dear Tiberius, give way to 
the ardor of youth in this affair; nor be fo much enraged, 
that any perfon fhould fpeak ill of me. It is fufficienr, 
that we have it in our power to prevent any one from 
doing us a mifchief.” 

LII. Though he knew it had been cuftomary to 
decree temples for the Proconfuls, yet he would nor, 
in the provinces, permit any to be eredled, unlefs to 
the honor of himfelf and the city Rome in conjunc¬ 
tion. But within the limits of the city, he pofitively re- 
fufed any honor of that kind. He melted down all the 
filver ftatues that had been eredled to him, and con¬ 
verted the whole into tripods, which he coofecrated to 
Apollo Palatinus. And when the populace importuned 
him to accept of the Dictatorfhip, he bent himfelf 
down upon one knee, with his toga thrown over his 
fhoulders* 



CAESAR AUGrSTUS. I 4j 

fhoulders, his breaft expofed to view, and begged to be 
excufed. 

LIII. He always abhorred the title of Lord, as a fcan- 
dalous affront. And when, in a mimic piece, performed 
on tile theatre, at which he was prefent, thefe words were 
expreffed, “ O juft and gracious lord,” and the whole 
company, with joyful acclamations, teftified their appro¬ 
bation of them, as being applied to him; he both imme¬ 
diately put a ftop to their indecent flattery, by the waving 
of his hand, and the feverity of his looks, and next day 
publicly declared his difpleafure, by a proclamation. He 
never afterwards would fuffcrhimfelf to be addrelfed in that 
manner, even by his own children or grandchildren, either 
in jeft or earneft, and forbid them the ufe of all fuch com¬ 
plimentary expreflions to one another. He fcarcely ever 
entered any city or great town, or departed from it, but 
in the evening or the night, to avoid giving any perfon 
the trouble of attending him. During his Confulfhips, 
he commonly walked the ftreets on foot; but at other 
times was carried in a covered chair. He admitted the 
commonalty, promifcuoufly with people of fuperiorrank, 
to pay their refpects to him ; receiving the petitions of 
fuch as came to wait upon him with fo much affability, 
that he once jocofely rebuked a man, by telling him, 
“ You prefent your memoir with as much hefitation as if 
you were offering money to an elephant.” Upon the 
days that the Senate affembled, he ufed to pay his refpedls 
only in the houfe, and as they fat, addrefling them fingly 
by name, without any prompter; and at his leaving the 
houfe, he in the fame manner bid each of them farewell. 
He maintained with many a conftant intercourfe of civi¬ 
lities, giving them his company upon any particular oc- 
cafion of joy in their families; until he became advanced 
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in years, and was incommoded by die crowd at a wedding. 
Being informed that Gallus Terrinius, a Senator, with 
whom he had only a flight acquaintance, was fuddenly 
taken blind, and for that reafon had refolved to ftarve 
himfelf to death, he paid him a viilt, and by the confoh- 
tory admonitions he fuggefted, diverted him from his 
purpofe. 

LTV. Upon his fpeaking in the Senate, he has been 
told by one of the members, “ I did not underftand you,” 
and by another, “ I would contradict you, could I do it 
with fkfety.” And fomethues, upon his being (a much 
offended at the heat with winch the debates were con¬ 
ducted in the Senate, as to quit the houfe in anger, fome 
of the members have repeatedly exclaimed: “ Surely, the 
Senators ought to have the liberty of fpeech with refpedt 
to matters of government.” Antiftius Labeo, in the 
clefiion of a new Senate, when every one, as he wa9 
named, chofe another, nominated M. Lepidus, who had 
formerly been Auguflus’s enemy, and was then in banilh- 
ment; and being afked by the latter, “ Is there no other 
perfon more deferving r” he replied, “ Every man has his 
fancy.” Nor was any perfon ever molefted for oppofing 
either his fentiments, or inclination. 

LV. When fome infamous libels ( againft him were 
featured in the Senate, he was neither difturbed at the 
incident, nor gave himfelf much trouble to refute them. 
He would not fo much as order an enquiry to be made 
after the authors ; only gave it as his opinion to the 
houfe, that, for the future, thofe fhould be called to an 
account, who publifhed libels or lampoons, in a borrowed 
name, againft anv perfon. 

LVI. Being 
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LVI. Being provoked by fome petulant jells, which 
were defigned to render him odious, he anfwered them 
by a proclamation : and yet he prevented the Senate from 
palling an act, to reftrain the licentious freedom that was 
taken in wills. Whenever he attended at the eledtion of 
magiftrates, he went round the tribes, with the candidates 
of his nomination, and requelled the votes of the people 
in the ufual manner. He likewife gave his vote in his 
tribe, as one of the people. He fuffered himfelf to be 
futnmoned as a witnefs upon trials, and not only to be 
queftioned, but to have the accuracy of his evidence,ex¬ 
amined. In building his Forum, he made it lefs than he 
wilhed, not prefuming to force the owners of the neigh¬ 
bouring houfes to a furrender of their property. He ne¬ 
ver recommended his fons to the people, without adding 
tliefe words, “ If they deferve it.” And upon the com¬ 
pany’s rifing up to them at the theatre, while yet under 
age, and clapping them landing, he made a moll heavy 
complaint. He was defirc’ts that his friends fliould be 
great and powerful in the city, but equally fubjedt to the 
laws with any other perfon. When Afprenas Nonius, an 
intimate friend of his, was tried upon a charge of ad- 
miniftering poifon at the inftancc of Caffius Severus, he 
confultcd the Senate for their opinion what was his duty 
upon that occafion : “ For, faid he, I am afraid, left, if I 
fliould Hand by him in the caufe, I might be thought to 
fereen him in defiance of the laws; and if I do not, to 
deferthim, and prejudge him by an unfavorable opinion.” 
By the unanimous confent of the houfe, he fat amongft 
his advocates for fevcral hours, but without faying fo 
much as one word in his commendation, according to 
cuftom, upon thofe occaiions. He likewife appeared for 
his clients ; as for Scutarius an old foldier of his, in an 
action of flander. He never delivered any from profecu- 
tion but one, by whom he had been informed of the con- 
. L fpiracy 
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fpiracy of Murasna ; and that he did only by prevailing 
upon the accufer, in open court, to drop his profecution. 

LVTI. How much he was belov’ed for his meritorious 
behaviour in all thefe refpedts, it is eafy to imagine. I 
fay nothing of the decrees of the Senate in his favor, 
which may feem to have been the effects of neceflity or 
modefty. The Roman knights voluntarily, and with one 
accord, always celebrated the anniverfary of his birth for 
two days together; and all ranks of the people, every 
year, in confequence of a vow which they had made for 
that purpofe, threw a piece of money into the Curtian 
lake, as a facrifice for his health. They likewife, upon 
the firft of January, prefented for his acceptance new- 
year’s gifts in the Capitol, though he was not prefent: with 
which donations he purchafed fome coftly images of the 
Gods, which he eredted in fevcral ftreets of the city ; as 
that of Apollo Sandaliarius, Jupiter Tragcedus, and 
others. When his houfe in the Palatium was atcidentally 
deftroyed by fire, the veteran foldiers,. the judges, and all 
the people, jointly and feparately contributed, each man 
according to his ability, for rebuilding it; though he 
would accept only of fome fmall portion out of the feve- 
ral fums colled!ed, and would take no more from any 
fiugle heap, than one denarius *. Upon his return home 
from any of the provinces, they attended him not only 
with joyful acclamations, but fongs ; and when he en¬ 
tered the city, they conftantlv ftifpendcd during that day 
the punifhment of malefactors. 

LYIII. The whole body of the people, upon a fudden 
motion, and with unanimous content, offered him the 

* A coin, in value about eight pence half-penny farthing 
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title of Father of his Country. It was fent to him firft at 
Antium, by a deputation from the commonalty ; and upon 
his declining the honor, they repeated their offer in a full 
theatre, with laurel crowns on their heads. The Senate 
foon after adopted the propofal, not in the way of accla¬ 
mation or decree, but by commiffion to M. Meffala, who 
was ordered to compliment him with it, as he accordingly 
did in the following terms: “ With hearty wifhes for the 
happinefs of yourfelf and your family, Caffar Auguftus* 
(for fo we think we mod; effectually pray for the public 
welfare) die Senate, in conjunction with the people, fa- 
lutc you by the tide of Father of your, Country .” To this 
compliment Auguftus, with tears in his eyes, replied in 
thefe words (for I put diem down exactly, as I have done 
thofe of Meffala): “ Having now obtained the utmoft of 
my wifhes, O Confcript Fathers *, what elfe have I to 
beg 

* The Senate was inftituted by Romulus, to be the per¬ 
petual council of the Republic. It confifted at firft of a 
hundred members, who were called Patrcs, i. e. Fathers, 
either upon account of their age, or their paternal care of 
the ftate. The number received fonie augmentation under 
Tullus Hoftilius ; and Tarquinius Prifcus, the fifth king of 
Rome, added a hundred more, who were called Patrcs mi - 
norum gentium; thofe created by Romulus being diftinguiflied 
by the name of Patrcs majorum gentium. Such as were chofen 
into the Senate by Brutus, after the expulfion of Tarquiu 
the Proud, to fupply the place of thofe whom that king had 
flain, were called Confcripti, i. e. perfons written or en¬ 
rolled with the old Senators, who alone were properly ftvled 
Panes. Hence arofe the cuftom of fummoning to the Senate 
thofe who were Patrcs, and thofe who were Confcripti ; and 
hence alfo was applied to the Senators in general the defigna- 
t'1011 of Patrcs Confcripti, the particle ct, and, being Under¬ 
flood to connect the two ciaffes of Senators. In the time of 
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beg of the immortal Gods, but the continuance of this 
your affection forme to the laft moments of my life ?’* 

LIX. To the phyfician Antonius Mufa, who had 
cured him of a dangerous illnefs, they, by common con¬ 
tribution, erefted a ftatue near that of uEfculapius. Some 
perfons ordered in their wills, that their heirs fhould carry 
vidtims into the Capitol, with a fcroll before them, ex¬ 
prefling that they were to be offered for the completion 
of a vow, made by the tellators, “ Becaufe they hud left 
Auguftus behind them in the world.” Some cities of 
Italy appointed the day upon which he firft came to 
them, to be for ever after the firft day of their year. And 
moft of the provinces, befides temples and altars eredfed 
to his honor, inftituted games, to be celebrated, in almoft 
every town, for the fame purpofe, every five years. 

LX. The kings his friends and allies, each of them in 
their refpedtive kingdoms, built cities under the name of 
C$farea; and all by confent refolved to finifh, at their 
common charge, a temple of Jupiter Olympius, which 
had been begun at Athens a long time before, and confe- 
crate it to his Genius. They would often likewifc leave 
their kingdoms, and laying afide the badges of their royal 
dignity, in a Roman drefs, attend and pay their refpedts 
to him daily, in the manner of clients to their patrons, not 
only when he was at Rome, but as he was travelling 
through their provinces. 

Julius Csfar, the number of Senators was encreafed to nine 
hundred, and after his death to a thoufand; many worthlefs 
perfons having been admitted into the Senate during the 
civil wars. Auguftus afterwards reduced the number to fix 
hundred. 

LXI. Having 
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LXI. Having thus given an account of his behaviour 
in his offices both civil and military, and his conduct in 
the government of the empire, both in peace and war ; I 
fhall now delineate his private and domeftic life, his be¬ 
haviour at home amongft his friends and dependents, and 
the fortune attending him in thofe fcenes of retirement, 
from his youth to the day of his death. He loft his mo¬ 
ther in his firft Confulfhip, and his lifter OSavia when 
he was in the fifty-fourth year of his age. He behaved 
towards them both with the utmoft kindpefs whilft living, 
and after their deceafe paid the higheft honors to their 
memory. 

LXII. He was contra&ed when very young to the 
daughter of Publius Scrvilius Ifauricus ; but upon his re¬ 
conciliation with Antony after their firft rupture, the 
armies on both fides infilling upon a clofer alliance by 
marriage betwixt them, he efpoufed Antony’s ftep- 
daughter Claudia, the daughter of Fulvia by Publius 
Claudius, though at that time fcarcely marriageable; and 
upon a difference arifing with his mothcr-in-law Fulvia, 
he divorced her untouched, and a pute virgin. Soon after 
he took to wife Scribonia, who had before been twice 
married to men of Confular rank, and was a mother by 
one of them. With her likewife he parted, being quite 
tired out, as he himfelf writes, with the perverfenels of 
her temper; and immediately took Livia Drufilla, though 
then pregnant, from her' hulband Tiberius Nero; for 
whom he ever after maintained the moft tender affection. 

LXIIT. He had his daughter Julia by Scribonia, but no 
children by Livia, though extremely defirous of ifiue. 
She indeed conceived once, but mifearried. He difpoled 
of his daughter Julia firft to Marcellus his filter’s fon, 
L 3 who 
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who had juft completed his minority ; and, after his death, 
to M. Agrippa, having prevailed with his filler to refign 
her fon-in-law to him ; for at that time Agrippa was 
married to one of the Marcellas, and had likewife had 
children by her. His new fon-in-law being alfo dead, he 
for a long time thought of feveral matches for Julia in 
the Equeftrian Order, and at laft refolved upon choofing 
for her Tiberius his ftep-fon, whom he therefore obliged 
to part with his wife, at that time pregnant, and who had 
already brought him a child. M. Antony writes, 

“ That he firll contracted Julia to his fon, afterwards to 
Cotifo king of the Getas, demanding at the fame time the 
king’s daughter in marriage for himfelf.” 

LXIV. He had three grandfons by Agrippa and Julia, 
Cains, Lncius, and Agrippa ; and two grand-daughters, 
Julia and Agrippina. Julia he married to Lucius Paullus, 
the Cenfor’s fon, and Agrippina to Germanicus his filler’s 
grandfon. Caius and Lucius he adopted at home, by 
the ceremony of purchafe from their father; advanced 
them, whilft yet but very young, to pods in the govern¬ 
ment; and after he had procured them to be chofen 
Confuls, fent them upon a tour through the provinces of 
the empire, and the feveral armies. In the breeding of 
his daughter and grand-daughters, he accuftomed them to 
domellic employments, and obliged them to fpeak and 
act every thing openly before the family, that it might 
be put down in the diary. He fo ftri&ly prohibited them 
from all converfe with ftrangers, that he once wrote a 
letter to Lucius Vinicius, a bandfome young man of a 
good family, in which he told him, “ You have not be¬ 
haved very modeftly, in making a vifit to my daughter at 
Baiae.” He ufually inftrudled his grandfons himfelf in. 
reading, fwimming, and other rudiments of knowledge ; 
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and he labored nothing more than to perfeft them in the 
imitation of his hand-writing. He never fupped but he 
had them fitting at the foot of his bed; nor ever travelled 
but with them in a chariot before him, or riding befide 
him. 

LXV. But in the midft of all his joy and exportations 
of happinefs in his children, from the care he took in 
their education, his fortune failed him. The two Julias, 
his daughter and grand-daughter, proceeded to fuch a 
height of lewdnefs and debauchery, that he banifhed them 
both. Caius and Lycius he loft within the fpace of 
eighteen months; the former dying in Lycia, and the 
latter at Marfcilles. His third grandfon Agrippa, with 
his ftep-fon Tiberius, he adopted in the Forum, by a law 
pafled for the purpofe by the Curia; * ; but he foon after 
renounced Agrippa for his rude and infoleyt temper, and 
confined him at Surrentum. He bore the death of his 
relations with more patience than their fcandalous be¬ 
haviour : for he was not much concerned at the lofs of 
Caius and Lucius; but his misfortune with refpect to his 
daughter, he fet forth before the Senate in a narrative 
read to them by the Quaeftor ; and was fo much alhamed 
of her infamous behaviour, that he for a long time de¬ 
clined all company, and had thoughts of putting her to 
death. It is certain, that when one Phoebe, a freed- 
vvoman and confident of hers, hanged herfelf about the 
fame time, he faid upon it, “ I wilh I had been the father 

* The Curia were public aflemblies of the people. Ro¬ 
mulus divided the people of Rome into three tribe;; and each 
tribe into ten Curia. The number of tribes was afterwards 
encreafed by degrees to thirty-five ; but that of the Curia al¬ 
ways remained the fame. 
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of Phcsbe rather than of Julia.” In her hanifhment, he 
would not.allow her the ufe of wine nor any thing of 
finery; nor would he fuller her to he waited upon by 
any male fervant, either freeman or Have, without his 
permiffion, and a particular information in refpcct of his 
age, ftature, complexion, and what marks or fears lie had 
about him; At the end of five years he removed her from 
the ifland of her confinement to the continent, and per¬ 
mitted her a little better treatment, but could never be pre¬ 
vailed with to recall her. Upon the Roman people’s 
interpofing with him in her behalf feveral times, and 
tiling much importunity, he faid to them in a fpeech upon 
the occafion, “ I •>vi£h ye had all fuch daughters and 
wives as fhe is.” He likewife forbid a child, of which 
his grand-daughter Julia was delivered after fentence had 
palled againft her, to be either owned as a relation, or. 
brought up. Agrippa, who was equally intradlable, and 
became more diforderly every days he tranfported into an 
ifland, and placed a guard of foldiers upon him ; pro¬ 
curing at the fame time an a<5t of the Senate for his con¬ 
finement there during life. Upon any mention of him 
and the two Julias, he would fay with a heavy figh, 

AiS’ aya/iof t spisvcu, ayovof t’ ajroTitSai 1 

Would I without a wife or child had died ! 

nor did he ufually call them by any other name than that 
gf his “ three impofthumes or cancers.” 

LXVI. He was How in forming friendfhips, but when 
once they were contradfed, he maintained them with 
great conflancy ; not only rewarding very handfontely 
the virtues and good fervices of his friends, but bearing 
likewife with their faults and vices, provided that they 
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were of a venial kind. For amongft all his friends, we 
fcarcely find any who fell into difgrace with him, except 
Salvidicnus Rufus, whom he raifed to the ConfuHhip, 
and Cornelius Gallus whom fie made governor of Egypt, 
both of them men of the lowed extraction. One of 
thefe, being engaged in a defign to excite a rebellion, 
he delivered up to the Senate, that he might be con¬ 
demned ; and the other, on account of his ungrateful and 
malicious temper, he difmifl?d from his family and the 
provinces under his government. But when Gallus, by 
the threats of his accufers, and the votes of the Senate 
againft him, was driven to the defperate extremity of 
laying violent hands upon himfelf; he commended in¬ 
deed the attachment of the Senate, that had exprefied fo 
much refentment on his account, but he Hied tears, and 
lamented his unhappy condition, “ That I alone, faid he, 
cannot he permitted to be angry with my friends to fucli 
a degree as I think proper.” The reft of his friends con¬ 
tinued during their whole lives to make a diftinguiihed 
figure in their feveral orders, both in power and eftatc, 
notwithftanding fome occaiional incidents of a difagree- 
abie nature. For, to fay nothing of others, he would 
fometimes complain of impatience in Agrippa, and of 
loquacity in Mecsnas: the former, from a fufpiciou 
of a coolnefs in Auguftus towards him, and becaufc 
Marcellus received greater marks of favor, having, 
withdrawn himfelf from all concern in the government, 
and retired to Mitylene; and the latter having confi¬ 
dentially imparted to his wife Terentia the difeovery of 
Murana’s confpiracy. He likewife expected from his 
friends, both living and dying, a mutual proof of their, 
benevolence. For though he was far from coveting their 
eftates (as he never would accept of any legacy left him 
by a ftranger), yet he examined their laft fentiments of 
him, 
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him, expreffed in their wills, with an anxious attention: 
not being' able to conceal his chagrin, if they made but a 
flight, or no very honorable mention of him, nor his 
joy on the other hand, if tfiey expreffed a grateful fenfe 
of his favors, and a hearty affection for him. And what 
was left him by fuch as had children, he ufed to reftore 
to the latter, either immediately, or if they were under 
age, upon the day of their affuming the manly habit, or of 
their marriage, with intereft. 

LXVII. As a patron and mailer, his behaviour in 
general was mild and, conciliating; but when occafion 
required it, he could be fevere. He employed many of 
his freedmen in confiderable polls about him, as Licinius, 
Enceladus, and others. And when his Have Cofmus had 
reflected bitterly upon him, he refented the injut y no far¬ 
ther than by putting him in fetters. When his fteward 
Diomedes, as they were walking together, left him ex- 
pofed to a wild boar, which came fuddenly upon them, 
he chofe rather to charge him with cowardice than any 
ill deflgn, and turned an incident of no fmall hazard to 
his perfon into a jell, becaufe it had proceeded from no 
treachery. Proculus, who was one of his greatefl fa¬ 
vorites amongft all his freedmen, he put to death, for 
maintaining a criminal commerce with other men’s 
wives. He broke die legs of his fecretary Thallus, for 
taking a bribe of five hundred denarii to difeover the con¬ 
tents of a letter of his. And his fon Caius’s tutor, and 
other attendants, upon the occafion of his ficknefs and 
death, behaving with great infolence, and committing acts 
of rapacioufnefs, he tied great weights about their necks, 
and threw them into a river. 

LXVUT. In his youth he lay under the infamy of 
various 
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various afpc.rfions. Sextus Pompey reproached him as an 
effeminate fellow ; and M. Antony, that he had earned 
his adoption from his uncle by proftitution. L. An¬ 
tony likewife upbraids him with the fame ; and that 
he had, for a gratification of three - hundred thoufand 
feflerces, fubmittcd to A. Hirtius in the fame way, in 
Spain; adding, that he ufed to finge his legs with die 
flame of nut-lhclls, to make the hair become fofter. Nay, 
the body of the people, at fome public diverfions in the 
theatre, when the following fentence was recited, alluding 
to a priefl of the Mother of the Gods beating a drum, 

Vidcfne ut cinxdus orbem digito temperet ? 

See how the catamite his orb commands J 

confidered it as intended to refledf upon him, and fignified 
their approbation of it by great applaufe. 

LXIX. That he was guilty of various afts of adul¬ 
tery, is not denied even by his friends ; but they alledge 
in cxcufe for it, that he engaged in thofe intrigues not 
from lewdnefs but policy, to difeover more eaiily the de- 
figns of his enemies by their wives. M. Antony, be- 
fides the precipitate marriage of Livia, charges him with 
taking from the table the wife of a man of Confular rank, 
in the prefence of her hufband, into a bed-chamber, and 
bringing her again 'to the entertainment, with her ears 
very red, and her hair in great diforder: that he had 
divorced Scribonia, for refenting with fome freedom the 
excefiive fway which a miftrefs of his had over him: 
that his friends were employed to pimp for him, and ac¬ 
cordingly obliged both matrons and virgins to ftrip, for a 
complete examination of their perfons, in the fame man¬ 
ner as if Thoranius the dealer in Haves had them under* 
fale. And before they came to an open rupture, he 
writes 
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■writes to him in a familiar manner thus : “ What has 
altered you ? that I ly with a queen ? fhe is my wife. 
Is this a new thing with me, or have I not done fo for 
thefe nine years? And do you take a freedom with Dru- 
illla only ? May health and happinefs fo attend you, as 
when you read this letter, you are not in dalliance with 
Tertulla, Terentilia, Rufilla, or Salvia Titifcenia, or all 
of them. What matters it to you where, or upon whom 
you employ your vigor ?” 

LXX. A fupper which he gave, commonly called the 
Supper of the Twelve Gods, and at which the guefts 
were all drefled in the habit of Gods and Goddefles, and 
himfelf in that of Apollo, afforded fubjeft of much 
converfation, and was imputed to him not only by An¬ 
tony in his letters, who likewife names all the parties 
concerned, but in the following well-known and anony¬ 
mous verfes. 

Cum primum iftorum conduxit menfa choragum, 

Sexque decs vidit Mallia, fexque deas: 

Impia dum Phcebi Czfar mendacia Iudic, 
mum nova divorum ccenat adulteria: 

Omnia fe a tcrris tunc numina declinarunt: 

Fugit et auratos Jupiter ipfe thronos. 

When Mallia late beheld, in motley train. 

Twelve mortals ape twelve deities in vain 5 
When Csfar feiz’d what was Apollo’s due, 

And h- lious robb’ry rag’d throughout the crew; 

At the foul light the Gods avert their eyes, 

And from his throne great Jove indignant flies. 

What rendered this fupper more obnoxious to public 
cenfure, was, that it happened at a time when there was 
a great fcarcity, and almoft a famine in the city. The 
day after, a complaint was current amongft the people, 
r “ that 
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« that the Gods had eaten up all the corn ; and that Ctefar 
was indeed Apollo, but Apollo the Tormentorunder 
which title that God was worlhipped in the city. He was 
likewife charged with being exceffively fond of fine furni¬ 
ture, and Corinthian veffels, as well as with being ad- 
diifted to gaining. For during the time of the profcrip- 
tion, the following line was written upon his ftatue: 

Pater argcntarius, ego Corinthiarius. 

Silver my father ferv’d; no other mafs 
Delights my fancy, but Corinthian brafs. 

becaufe it was believed, that he had put fome upon the 
lift of the profcribed, only to obtain the Corinthian 
veffels in their poffeflion. And afterwards in the war of 
Sicily, the following epigram was publilhed: 

Poftquam bis claffe vifius naves perdidit, 

Aliquando ut vincar, ludit aflidue aleam. 

Twice having loft a fleet in lucklefs fight, 

To beat at laft, he games both day and night. 

LXXI. With refpedl to the charge of proftitution' 
abovcmentioned, he very eafily refuted it by the chaftity 
of his life, at the very time when the imputation was 
made, as well as ever after. His condudt likewife gave 
the lie to that of a luxurious extravagance in his furni¬ 
ture, when, upon the taking of Alexandria, he referved 
for himfclf nothing of all the furniture of the palace, but 
a cup of porcelain ; and foon after melted down all the 
golden veffels, even fuch as were intended for common 
ufe. But he never could difcountenance the imputation 
of lewdnefs with women ; being, as they fay, in the lat¬ 
ter part of his life, much addided to the deflowering of 
virgins, who were procured for him, from all parts, 
even by his own wife. To the remarks concerning his 
gaming, 
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gaming, he paid not the ftnalleft regard ; but played 
frankly and openly for his diverfion, even when he was 
advanced in years; and not only in the month of Decem¬ 
ber, but at other times, and upon all days, whether 
feftivals or not. This evidendy appears from a letter 
under his own hand, in which he fays, “ 1 fupped, my 
dear Tiberius, with the fame company. We had befides 
Yinicius, and Silvius the father. We gamed like old 
fellows at fuppcr, both yeflerday and to-day. And as 
any one threw upon the tali * aces or fixes, he put 
down for every talus a denarius ; all which was gained 
by him who threw a Venus.” In another letter he fays : 
“ We had, my dear Tiberius, a pleafant time of it 
during the feflival of Minerva: for we played every day, 
and kept the gaming board warm. Your brother uttered 
many exclamations at a defperate run of ill fortune ; but 
recovering by degrees, and unexpectedly, he in the end 
loft not much. I loft twenty thoufand lcftcrces for my 
part; but then I was profufely generous in my play, as 1 
commonly am ; for had I infifted upon the (lakes which 
I declined, or kept what I gave away, I (hould have 
won above fifty thoufand. But this I like better: for 
my generoficy will raife me to celeftial glory.” In a 
letter to his daughter, he writes thus: “ I have fent you 
two hundred and fifty denarii, which I gave to every one 
of my guells; in cafe they were inclined at fupper to 

* The Romans, at their feafts, during the intervals of 
drinking, often played at dice, of which there were two 
kinds, the tcficree and tali. The former had. fix fides, like 
the modern dice; the latter, four oblong fides, for the two 
ends were not regarded. In playing, they ufed three tcjferee 
and four tali, which were all put into a box wider below 
than above, and bang fttaken, were thrown out upon the 
gaming board or table. 
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divert themfelves with the tali, or at the game of even or 
odd. 

LXX11. In other parts of his life, it is certain that he 
conducted himfelf with great difcretion, and was free 
from all fufpicion of any vice. He lived at firft near the 
Roman Forum, above the Kingmaker’s Stairs, in a houfe 
which had once been occupied by Calvus the orator. 
He afterwards moved to the Palatium, where he refided 
in a fmall houfe belonging to Hortenfius, no way remark¬ 
able either in refpedt of accommodation or ornament; the 
piazzas being but fmall, the pillars of Alban ftone, and the 
rooms without any thing of marble, or fine paving. He 
continued to ufe the fame bed-chamber, both winter and 
fummer, during forty years : for though he was fenfible 
that the city did not agree well with his health, he never- 
tlielefs refided conftantly in it through the winter. If at 
any time he wifiied to be perfectly retired, and fecure from 
interruption, he fhut himfelf up in an apartment in the 
top of his houfe, which he called Syracufe, or Texvo^i/ov *, 
or he went to fome feat belonging to his freedmen near 
the city- But when he was indifpofed, he commonly 
took up his refidence in Mecamas’s houfe. Of all the 
places of retirement from the city, he chiefly frequented 
thofe upon the fea-coaft, and the iflands of Campania, 
or the towns near the city, as Lanuvium, Prsenefte, and 
Tibur, where he often ufed to fit for the adminiflration 
of juftice, in the porticos of Hercules’s temple. He had a 
particular averfion to large and fumptuous palaces ; and 
fome that had been raifed at a vaft expence by his grand- 

* This word may be interpreted the CUfet af Arts. It was 
common, in the houfes of the great, among!! the Romans, to 
have an apartment called the Study: but perhaps Augufhis 
thought fu c h a name too formal for the place of his retirement. 

8 daughter 
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daughter Julia, he levelled with the ground. Tfiofe of 
his own, which were far from being fpacious, he adorn¬ 
ed not fo much with ftatues and pictures, as with 
walks and groves, and things which were curious either 
for their antiquity or rarity ; fuch as at Caprea:, the huge 
limbs of fea-monfters and wild beafts, which fome aft'edt 
to call the bones of giants, and the arms of old heroes. 

LXXUI. His frugality in the furniture of his houfe 
appears even at this day, from fome beds and tables flill 
extant;. moil of which are fcarcelv fit for any genteel 
private family. It is reported that he never lay upon a 
bed, but fuch as was low, and meanly furniflied. He 
feldom wore any garment but what was made by the 
hands of his wife, filler, daughter, and grand-daugh¬ 
ters. His togas * were neither fcanty nor full; nor the 
claws of his tunic either remarkably broad or narrow. 
Ilis Ihoes were a little higher than common, to make him 

* The Toga was a loofe woollen robe, which covered the 
whole body, clofe at the bottom, but open at the top down 
to the girdle, and without fleeves. The right arm was thus 
at liberty, and the left fupported a flap of the toga, which 
was drawn up, and thrown back over the left Ihoulder; 
forming what was called Sinus, a fold or cavity upon the 
breafr, in which things might be carried, and with which 
the face or head might be occasionally covered. 

When a perfon did any work, he tucked up his toga, and 
girded it round him. The toga of the rich and noble was 
finer and larger than that of others; and a new toga was 
called Pcxa. None but Roman citizens were permitted to 
wear the toga ; and baniflied perfons were prohibited the ufe 
of it. The color of the toga was white. Magiftrates and 
certain Driefis had it bordered with purple; as had alfo pri¬ 
vate perfons when they exhibited games. 


appear 
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appear taller than he was. He had always cloaths and 
ftioes, proper to go abroad in, ready by him in his bed¬ 
chamber, for any hidden occafion, 

LXXIV. At his table, which was always plentiful 
and elegant, he conftantly entertained company; but was 
very fcrupulous in the choice of them. Valerius Mef- 
fala informs us, that he never admitted any freedman to 
his table, except Menas, after he had betrayed to him 
Pompey’s fleet, but not until he had promoted him to the 
Hate of the free-born. He writes himfelr that he invited 
to his table a perfon in whofe country-houfe he lodged, 
that had formerly been a fpy to him. He often would 
come late to table, and withdraw foon, fo that the company 
began fupper before his coming in, and continued at table 
after his departure. His entertainments confided of three 
diflies, or at mod only lix. But if the expence was mo¬ 
derate, the complaifance with which he treated his com¬ 
pany was extraordinary. For fuch as were filent, or talk¬ 
ed low, he excited to bear a part in the common convcr- 
fation ; and ordered in mufle and dage-players and dan¬ 
cers from the Circus, and very often itinerant deciaimcrs, 
to enliven the company. 

LXXV. Fedivals and folemn days of joy he ufuallv 
celebrated in a very expendve manner, but fometimes 
only in a jocular manner, In the Saturnalia, or at 
any other time when the fancy took him, he would 
didribute to his company cloaths, gold, and diver: forne- 
times coins of all forts, even of the ancient kings of Rome 
and of other nations : fometimes nothing but bair-cloth, 
fponges, peels and pincers, and other things of that kind, 
with obfeure and ambiguous inlcriptions upon them. He 
nfediikewifc to fell tickets of things of very unequal value, 
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and pictures with the back tides turned towards the com* 
pany at table ; and fo, by die unknown quality of the lot, 
difappeint or gratify the expectation of the purchafers. 
This fort of traffic went round the whole company, every 
one being obliged to buy fomething, and to run the chance 
of lofs or gain with the reft. 

LXXVI. He was a man of a little ftomach (for I mud 
not omit even this article), and commonly ufed a plain 
diet. He was particularly fond of coarfe bread, fmall 
fifties, cheefe made of cow’s milk, and green figs of that 
kind that comes twice a year. He would eat before fup- 
per, at any time, and in any place, when he had an ap¬ 
petite. The following pafiages relative to this fubjedt, I 
have tranferibed from his letters. “ I ate a little bread 
and fome fmall dates in my chaife.” Again. “ In re¬ 
turning home from the palace in my chair, I ate an ounce 
of bread, and a few raifins.” Again. “ No Jew, my 
dear Tiberius, ever keeps a faft fo ftridlly upon the Sab¬ 
bath, as I have kept one to-day ; who in the bath, and 
after the firft hour of the night, ate two mouthfuls of 
bread, before I began to be anointed.” From this great in¬ 
difference about his diet, lie fometimes fupped by himfelf, 
before his company began, or after they had done ; and 
would not touch a morfel at table with his guefts. 

LXXVil. He was naturally extremely fparing in the 
ufe of wine. Cornelius Nepos fays, that he ufed to drink 
only three rimes at fupper in the camp at Modena ; and 
when he indulged himfelf the mod, he never exceeded a 
pint; or if he did, he threw it up again. Of all wines, he 
gave the preference to theRhxtic, but fcarcely ever drank 
any in the day-time. Inftead of drinking, lie ufed to take 
a piece of bread dipped in cold water, or a flice of cu- 
cumbtr, 
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cumber, or fome leaves of lettuce, or a green fharp juicy 

LXXVIH. After a little food at noon, he ufed to take 
a nap with his cloaths and flioes on, his feet covered,- and 
his hand held before his eyes. After fupper he common¬ 
ly withdrew to a couch in his dudy, where he continu¬ 
ed late, until he had put down in his Diary all or moil 
of the remaining tranfadtions of the day, which he hud 
not before regiftered. He would then go to bed, but ne¬ 
ver dept above feven hours at mod, and that not without 
interruption : for he would wake three or four times in 
that fpace. If he could not again fall afleep, as fome- 
times happened, he would call for fome perfon to read 
or tell (lories to him, until deep fupervetied, which was 
ufually protracted till after day-break. He never would 
ly awake in the dark, widiout fomebody to fit by him. 
Very early lifing was apt to difagree with him. Oa 
which account, if religious or focial duty obliged him to 
get up early, that he might guard as much as poflible 
ygainft the inconvenience refulting from it, he ufed to 
lodge in fome apartment belonging to any of his domedics, 
that was neared the place at which he was to give his at¬ 
tendance. If at any time a fit of drowfinefs feized him 
in palling along the ftreets, he would order the chair to 
be let down, until he had taken a little deep. 

LXXIX. In perfon he was handfome and graceful, 
through all the ftages of his life. But he was carelefs of 
drefs ; and fo little attentive to the adjuftment of his hair, 
that he ufually had it done in great hade, by feveral bar¬ 
bers at a time. He would fometimes clip, and fomedmes 
{have his beard ; and during the operation, would be ei¬ 
ther reading or writing. His countenance, either when 
M 2 he 
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he fpoke or held his tongue, was fo calm and ferene, thafr 
a Gaul of the firft rank declared amongft his friends, that 
he was fo much mollified by it, as to be retrained from, 
throwing him down a precipice, in his paffage over the 
Alps, upon being admitted to approach him, under the 
pretext of fpeaking with him. His eyes were clear and 
bright ; and he was willing it lhould be thought that there 
was fomething of a divine vigor in them. He was like- 
wife not a little pleafed to fee people, upon his looking 
ftedfaftlv at them, lower their countenances, as if the fun 
(hone in their eyes. But in his old age, he faw very 
imperfeftly with his left eye. His teeth were thin fet, 
fmaO and rough, his hair a little curled, and inclining to 
a yellow color. His eye-brews met; his ears were fmall, 
and he had an aquiline nofe. His complexion was be¬ 
twixt brown and fair; his llature but low ; though Julius 
Marathus his fireedman fays, he was five foot and nine 
inches in height. This however was fo much concealed 
by the juft proportion of his limbs, that it was only per¬ 
ceivable upon comparifon with fome taller perfon Hand¬ 
ing by him. 

LXXX. He is faid to have been born with many fpots 
npon his breaft and belly, anfwering to the figure, order, 
and number of (tars in the celeftial Bear. He had befidcs 
feveral callofities refembling tetters, occafioncd by an itch¬ 
ing in his l'odv, and the conltant and violent ufc of the Itri- 
gil in being rubbed. He had a weaknefs in his left hip, 
thigh, and leg. infomuch that he often halted on that fide. 
But he received much benefit from the ufc of fand and reeds. 
He likewife found the tore-finger of his right hand-fo weak 
fometimes, that when it was benumbed and contracted 
with cold, to ufe it in writing, he was obliged to have re- 
courfe to a circular piece of horn. He had occafionallv" 
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a complaint in the bladder; but upon voiding fome 
ilones by urine, he was relieved from that pain. 

LXXXI. In all the ftages of his life, he experienced 
fome dangerous fits of ficknefs,efpecially after the conqueft 
of Cantabria, when his liver being injured by a defluxion 
of rheum upon it, he was reduced to fuch a condition, 
that he was obliged to undergo a defperatc and doubtful 
method of cure: for warm applications having no effect, 
Antonins Mufa directed the ufe of thofe which were cold. 
He was likewife fubjeft to fits of fteknefs at ftated times 
every year; for about his birth-day he was commonly a 
little indifpofed. In the beginning of fpring, he was at¬ 
tacked with an inflation of the midriff; and when the wind 
was fouthcrly, with a cold in his head. By all thefe com¬ 
plaints, his conftitution was fo fluttered, that he could 
not eafily bear either heat or cold. 

LXXXII. In winter, he was fortified againfl the in¬ 
clemency of the weather hy a thick toga, four tunics, a 
fhirt, a flannel ftomachcr, and wrapneis upon his legs and 
thighs. In fummer, he lay with the doors of his bed¬ 
chamber open, and frequently in a piazza, with water flow¬ 
ing along tiie place, and a perfon (landing by to fan him. 
He could not bear even the winter’s fun; and at home, ne¬ 
ver walked in the open air without a broad-hrimmed hat on 
his head. He ufually travelled in a chair, and in the night; 
and with fo flow a pace, that he would he two days in 
going to Pramcfte or Tibur. And if he could go to any 
place by fea, he preferred that mode of conveyance to tra¬ 
velling bv land. He fupported however his crazv couilitu- 
tion with great care, and chiefly by being fearing in the 
ufe of the bath. He was often rubbed with oil, and ufed 
to fwcat by a fire ; after which lie was wafhed with sva- 
M 3 
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ter, wanned either over a fire, or by being espofed to 
the heat of the fun. When, upon account of his nerves, 
he was obliged to have recourfe to fea-water, or the 
waters of Albula, he always placed himfelf upon a wooden 
feat, which he called by a Spanifh name Dureta, and toff- 
ed about his hands and feet in the water by turns. 

LXXXIII. Immediately after the conclufion of the 
civil wars, he laid afide the ufual exercifes of arms, and 
riding in the Field of Mars ; in dead of which he betook 
himfelf at firft to the larger ball; but foon after, ufed no 
other exercife than that of going abroad in his chair, or 
walking. ~ Towards the end of his walk, he would run 
leaping, wrapped up in linen or flannel. For amufe- 
ment he would fomctimes angle, or play with the tali, 
checquers, or nuts, with pretty prattling little boys, whom 
he ufed to procure from various parts, particularly Mau¬ 
ritania and Syria. But dwarfs, and fuch as were in any 
way deformed, he held in abhorrence, as lafus naiuree 
(the fport of nature) and ominous creatures. 

LXXXIV. From early youth he devoted himfelf with 
great diligence and application to the ftudy of eloquence, 
and the other liberal arts. In the war of Modena, not- 
withftanding the weighty affairs in which he was engaged, 
he is faid to have read, written, and declaimed every day. 
He never addreffed the Senate, people, or foldiery, but in 
a premeditated fpeech, though he was not deftitute of the 
talent of fpeaking extempore. And left his memory 
fhould fail him, as well as to prevent the lofs of time in 
getting his fpeeches by heart, he refolved to read them all. 
In his intercouife with individuals, and even with his wife 
Livia, upon a fubjpdt of importance, he had all he would 
fay down in writing, left, if he fpoke extempore, he fhould 
fay 
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fay more or lefs than was proper. He delivered himfelf 
in a fweet and peculiar tone, in which he was diligently 
inllrudled hy a mailer. But when he had a cold, he fome- 
times made ufe of a crier for the delivery of his ipeeclies 
to the people. 

LXXXV. He compofed a great many pieces, and 
upon various fubjeSs, in profe, fome of which he read 
occafionally at a meeting of friends as to an auditory ; as 
his “ Anfvvers to Brutus in regard to Cato.” Thofe 
volumes he read almoll quite through himfelf; but being 
then advanced in years, and fatigued with the cxercife, 
he gave the reft to Tiberius to read for him. He like- 
wife read over to his friends his Exhortations to Philo- 
fophy,” and “ The Hiftory of his own Life,” which he 
continued in thiiteen books, as far as the war of Cantabria, 
but no farther. He likewife made fome attempts at poe¬ 
try. There is extant one book written by him in hexa¬ 
meter verfe, of which both the fubjed and title is Sicily. 
There is another book of Epigrams likewife, as fmall as 
the preceding, which he compofed almoll entirely in the 
time of bathing. Thcfe are all his compolitlons in the 
poetical department: for though he had begun with great 
eagernefs a Tragedy, vet the ftvle of it not pleafing him, 
he cancelled the whole ; and his friends faying to him, 
“ What is your Ajax a doing ?” he anfwered, “ My Ajax 
has fallen upon a fpunge.” 

LXXXVI. He had a neat chafle flyle, untainted with 
any frivolous or impertinent feniimcnts, and free from the 
ofienfivenefs, as he calls it, of obfolete words. His chief 
object was to deliver his thoughts with all pollible per- 
fpicuity. To obtain this end, and that he might no where 
perplex, or retard die reader or hearer, he made no 
M 4 fcruple 
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fcruple to add prepofitions to his verbs, or to repeat the 
fame conjun&ion feveral times; which, when omitted, oc- 
cafion fome little obfeurity, but give a grace to the ftvle. 
Ths auk ward imitators of others, and fuch as affected ob- 
folete words, he equally defpifed, as faulty in a different 
manner. He fometimes indulged himfelf in jelling, par¬ 
ticularly with his friend Mec$nas, whom he rallied upon 
all occaGons for his “ perfumed locks,” and bantered by 
imitating the manner of his expreffion. Nor did he fpare 
Tiberius, who was fond of obfolete and antiquated words. 
He attacks M. Antony as a madman, writing rather to 
make men flare, than to be undcrflood ; and by way of 
farcafm upon his depraved and fickle tafle in the choice 
of words, he writes to him thus: “ And are you yet in 
doubt, whether Cimber Annius or Veranius Flaccus be 
more proper for your imitation ? fo as to make ufe of 
words which Salluflius Crifpus has borrowed from the 
< Origines’ of Cato ? or do you think that the verbofe 
empty bombafl of AGatic orators is Gt to be transfufed 
into our language ?” And in a letter where he commends 
the ingenuity of his grand-daughter Agrippina, he fays, 
“ But you muft be particularly careful, both in writing 
and fpeaking, to avoid affectation.” 

LXXXVII. In ordinary converfation, he made ufe of 
expreffions peculiar to himfelf, as appears from feveral 
letters in his own hand-writing: in which, now and 
then, when he means to intimate that fome perfons would 
never pay their debts, he fays, “ They will pay at the 
Greek Calends.” And when he advifes to patience un¬ 
der the Gtuaticn of affairs. Inch as it then was, he would 
fay, Let us be content with this Cato.” To exprefs 
the expedition with which any thing was done, he faid, 
“ It was foor.cr done than fparrowgrafs was boiled.” 

He 
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He coaftantly puts baceolus for Jlultus, pulhjaceus for pul- 
lus, •uacerrofus for ceritus , vapide Je habere for mate, and 
betijfare for lanptere, which is commonly called lachanif- 
fare. Likewife Jimvs for fumiis, domes for damns in the 
genitive fmgular. With refpeft to the laft two peculi¬ 
arities, left any peifon fliouhl imagine that they were only 
flips of his pen, and not cuftomary with him, he never 
varies. I have likewife remarked this Angularity in his 
hand-writing: he never divides his words, fo as to carry 
the letters which cannot be inferted at tire end of a line to 
the next, but puts them below the other, enclofed with a 
femicircle. 

LXXXVIII. He did not adhere ftriclly to orthograpliy 
as laid down by the grammarians, but feems to have been 
of the opinion of thofe, who think that we ought to write 
as we fpeak; for as to his changing and omitting not only 
letters but whole fyllables, it is a vulgar miftake. Nor 
fliould I have taken notice of it, but that it appears ftrangc 
to me, any perfon fhould have told us, that he fent a 
fucceffor to a Confular lieutenant of a province, as an ig¬ 
norant illiterate fellow, upon his obferving that he had 
written txt for ipji. When he had a mind to write in 
the way of cypher, he put b for a, c for b, and fo forth ; 
and inftead of z, aa. 

LXXXIX. He was no lefs fond of Grecian literature, 
in which he made confiderable proficiency ; having for 
this purpofe had the affiftance of Apollodorus of Perga- 
mus, as his mafter in rhetoric, whom, though much ad¬ 
vanced in years, he took with him, when he was very 
young, from the city to Apollonia. Afterwards, being 
inftrufted in philology by Spha;rus, he took into his fa¬ 
mily Areus the philofopher, and his fons Dionyfius and 
Nicanor; 



THE LIFE OF 


17° 

L'icanor; bat he never could fpeak the Greek tongue 
readilv, nor ever ventured to conipofe in it. For if there 
•was occafion for him to deliver his fentiments in that 
language, he always expreffed what he had to fay in 
Larin, and gave it another to tranflate. He was evident¬ 
ly not unacquainted with the poetry of the Greeks, and 
had a great tafie for ancient comedy, which he often 
brought upon the ftage, in his public entertainments of 
the people. In reading the Greek and Latin authois, be 
paid particular attention to precepts and examples, which 
might be ufeful in public or private life. Thole he ufed 
to tranferibe verbatim, and lend either to his domeftics, 
or to fuch as had the command of his armies, or the go¬ 
vernment of his ptovinccs, or to the magiflrates of the 
city ; as any of them feeroed to ft and in need of admoni¬ 
tion. He likewife read whole books to the Senate, and 
made them known to the people by proclamation; as the 
orations of Qi Merellus “ for the Encouragement of Ma¬ 
trimony,” and thofe of Rutilius about “ a Method of 
Building to firew the people that he was not the firft 
who had profecuted thofe objects, but that the ancients 
likewife had thought them worthy their attention. He 
was a gTeat encourager of men of parts and learning. He 
would hear them read their works with a great deal of 
patience and good nature; and not only pieces of poetry 
and hiftory, but fpeeches and dialogues likewife. He 
was difplcafed however that any thing fhould be written 
upon himfelf, except in a grave manner, and by men of 
the moft eminent abilities; and he enjoined the Prtetois 
cot to fuller his name to be made too common in the eon- 
lefts among.! orators and poets for viftory. 

XC. With refpeft to his ohfervation of omens or the 
like, we have the following account cf him. He had fo 
great 
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great a dread of thunder and lightning, that he always 
carried about him a feal’s fliin, by way of prefervation. 
And upon any apprehenfion of a ilorm, he would retire 
to fome vault under ground ; having formerly been ter¬ 
rified by a flafh of lightning, as he was travelling in the 
night, which we have already taken notice of. 

XCI. He neither flighted his own dreams, nor thofe 
of other people relating to himfelf. At the battle of Phi¬ 
lippi, though he had refoived not to flii out of his tent, on 
account of being indifpofed, yet, upon the occafion of a 
dream which a friend of his had, he altered his refoiu- 
tion ; and it was fortunate for him that he did fo ; for the 
camp was taken, and his couch, upon a fuppoftion of 
his being in it, was pierced in fevcral parts, and cut to 
pieces.- He had many frivolous lilly dreams during the 
fpring; hut in the other parts of the year, his dreams were 
lefs frequent, and more fignificativc. Upon his frequently 
vifiting a temple in the Capitol, which he had dedicated 
to Thundering Jove, he dreamt that Jupiter Capitolinus 
eempiained that his worfhippers were taken from him, 
and that upon this he replied, he had only given him the 
Thunderer for his porter. He therefore immediately 
hung the ceiling of the temple round with little hells; be- 
caufe fuch commonly hung at the gates of great houfes. 
Upon occafion of a dream too, he always, on a certain 
day of the year, begged an alms of the people, reaching 
out his hand to receive the dole with wfiich they prefent- 
ed him, 

XCII. Some figns and omens he regarded as infallible. 
If in the morning his flioe was put on wrong, or the left 
inflead of the right, that was with him a difmal prefage. 
If, upon his fetring out on a long journey by fea or land, 
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there happened to fall a milling rain he held it to be a 
good fign, of a fpecdy and happy return. He was much 
affected likcwifc with any thing out of the common 
courfe of nature. A palm-tree, which chanced to grow 
up betwixt fome Hones in the pavement before his houfe, 
he tranfplanted into a court where the houfehold Gods 
were placed, and took all poffible care to make it thrive. 
When, in Capres, fome decayed branches of an old oak, 
which hung drooping to the ground, recovered themfelvcs 
upon his arrival in that iiland, he was fo rejoiced at it, 
that he made an exchange with the government of Naples, 
of the ifland of .dEnaria, for that of Caprcx. He like wife 
obferved certain days ; as never to go from home the day 
after the Nundins *, nor to begin any thing of ferious 
bufinefs upon the Nones+ ; avoiding nothing elfe in it, 
as he writes to Tiberius, than the unluckincfs of the 

* The y-unainx were every ninth day, when a market was 
held at Rome,and the people came to it from the country. The 
practice was not then introduced amongft the Romans, of di¬ 
viding their time into weeks, as we do in imitation of the 
Jews. Dion, who douridied under Severus, fays that it firft 
took place a little before his time, and W2s derived from the 
Egyptians. 

f The Romans divided their months into Calends, Nones, 
and Ides. The firft day of the month was the Calends of 
that month ; whence they reckoned backwards, diftinguilh- 
ing the time by the day before the Calends, the fecond day 
before the Calends, and l'o on, to the Ides of the preceding 
month. In eight months of the year, the Nones were the fifth 
day, and the Ides the thirteenth : but in March, May, July, 
and October, the Nones fell oil the feventh, and the Ides on 
the fifteenth. From the Nones, they reckoned backwards 
to the Calends, as they tdfo did from the Ides to the Nones. 

XCI1I. With 



XCIII. With regard to the religious ceremonies of 
foreign nations, he was a ftridt obferver of fuch as had 
been eftablilhed by ancient cuftom ; but others he held in 
no efteem. For having been initiated at Athens, and be¬ 
ing afterwards to hear a caufe at Rome, relative to the 
privileges of the priefts of the Attic Ceres, when fame of 
the myfteries of that worfhip were to be introduced in the 
pleadings, he difmified thofe who fat upon the bench as 
judges with him, as well as the bye-ftanders, and heard 
the debate upon thofe points himfclf. But on the other 
hand, he not only declined, in his progrefs through Egypt, 
calling to vifit Apis, but he likewife commended his 
grandfon Caius for not paying His devotions at Jerufalem 
in his paflage by Judea. 

XCIV. Since we are upon this fubjeifl, it may not be 
improper to fubjoin an account of the omens, before and 
at his birth, as well as afterwards, that gave hopes of his 
future grandeur, and the good fortune that conftantly at¬ 
tended him. A part of the town-wall at Velitrae having 
in former times been ft ruck with thunder, the foothfayers 
gave theiv opinion upon it, that a native of that place 
would fome time or other be mafter of the Roman ftate : 
in confidence of which prediction, theVelitrini, both im¬ 
mediately, and at feveral times after, made war with the 
Roman people, until they brought thcmfelves upon the 
brink of dcftru£fion. At laft it appeared by the event, 
that that omen had portended the rife of Auguftus. Ju¬ 
lius Marathus informs us, that a few months before his 
birth, there happened at Rome a prodigy, by which was 
fignified that Nature was in travail with a king for the 
Roman people ; and that the Senate being alarmed came 
; -> a refolution that no child born that year fhould be 
brought up ; but that thofe amongft them, whofc wives 
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were pregnant, to fecure to themfe’.ves a profpeft of that 
dignity, took care that the refolution of the Senate fhould 
not be regitiered in the rreafury. I find in the theologi¬ 
cal books of Afclepiades die Mendefian, that Atia, upon 
attending at midnight a religious folemnity in honor of 
Apollo, when the reft of the matrons retired home, took 
a nap in her chair in the temple, and that a ferpent im¬ 
mediately crept to her, and foon after withdrew. She 
awaking upon it, purified herfclf, as ufual after the em¬ 
braces of her hulband ; and inftantly there appeared upon 
her body a mark in the form of a ferpent, which flic 
never after could efface, and which obliged her, duiing 
the l'ubfequent part of her life, to decline the ufe of the 
public baths. Auguftus, it is added, was born in the 
tenth month after, and for that reafon was thought to be 
the fon of Apollo. The fame Alia, before her delivery, 
dreamt that her bowels ftrctched to the liars, and ex¬ 
panded through the whole circuit of heaven and earth. 
His father Otlavius likewife dreamt that a fun-beam 
ilTued from his wife’s womb. Upon the day he was 
born, the Senate being employed upon the confideration 
of Catiline’s confpiracy, and Oclavius, upon account of 
his wife’s condition, coming late into the houfe, it is a 
well known fadt, that Publius Nigidius, upon hearing 
the occafion of his coming fo late, and the hour of his 
wife’s delivery, declared that the world had got a mailer. 
Afterwards, when Octavius, upon marching with his ar¬ 
my through the wilds of Thrace, according to the ufage 
of the country, confulted the oracle of father Bacchus 
about his fon, he received from the priefts an anfwcr to 
the fame purpofe; becaufe when they poured wine upon 
the altar, there burft out fo prodigious a flame, that it 
afeended above the roof of the temple, and reached up to 
the heavens, a circumftance which had never happened 
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to any one but Alexander the Great, upon his facrificing 
at the fame altars. And next night he dreamt he faw 
his fon under a more than human appearance, with thun¬ 
der and a feeptre, and the other habiliments of Jupiter, 
having on his head a crown ornamented \v ith rays, mount¬ 
ed upon a chariot decked with laurel, and drawn by lix 
milk-white horfes. Wliilfl. he was yet an infant, as C, 
Drufus relates, being laid in his cradle by his nurl’e, and 
in a low place, the next day he was not to be found, and 
after he had been fought for a long time, he was at laft 
difeovered upon a very high tower, lying with his face 
towards the call. When he lirlt began to fpeak, he or¬ 
dered the frogs that happened to make a troublcfome 
noife, upon an ellate belonging to the family near the 
town, to be filent; and there goes a report that frogs 
never croaked there fince that time. As he was dining 
in a grove about four miles from Rome on the road to 
Campania, an eagle fuddenly fnatched a piece of bread 
out of his hand, and flying to a prodigious height with 
it, came unexpectedly down again by an eafy motion, 
and returned it to him. Q. Catulus, for two nights fuc- 
ceffively after his dedication of the Capitol, had a dream. 
The firft night he dreamt that Jupiter, out of feveral bovs 
that were playing about his altar, felefted one into whole 
bofom he put the public feal of the commonwealth, 
which he had in his hand; but in his vilion the next 
night, he faw in the bofom of Jupiter Capitolinus, the 
fame boy, whom he ordered to be taken down, but was 
forbid by the God, on account of his being educated 
for the prefervation of the commonwealth. And the 
next day, meeting with Augultus, whom till that 
hour he had not the leall knowledge of, looking at 
him with admiration, he faid he was extremely like 
the boy that he had dreamt of. Some give a dif- 
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fcrcnt account of Calulus’s firft dream, as if Jupiter, upon 
feveral boys requefting of him that they might have a 
guardian, had pointed to one amongft them, to -whom 
they were to prefer their requefls ; and putting his fingers 
to the boy’s mouth to kifs, he afterwards applied them to 
his own. M. Cicero, as he was attending C. Caefar to 
the Capitol, happened to be telling fome of his friends a 
dream which he had had the preceding night, of a comely 
youth let down from heaven by a golden chain, who 
flood at the door of the Capitol, and had a whip delivered 
him by Jupiter. And immediately upon fight of Au- 
guftus, who had been lent for by his uncle Casfar to the 
facrifice, and was as yet perfectly unknown to the reft of 
she company, he affirmed that was the very boy he had 
feen in his dream. When he aflumed the manly habit-, 
his Senatorian tunic becoming loofe in the feam on each 
fide, fell at his feet. Some would have this to forebode, 
that the Order, of which that was a mark of diftindtion, 
would fome time or other be fubjedt to him. Julius 
Cscfar, in cutting down a wood to make room for his 
camp near Munda, happened to light upon a palm-tree, 
and ordered it to be preferved as an omen of victory. 
From the root of this tree there put out immediately a 
fucker, which in a few days grew to fuch a height as not 
only to equal, but overlhade it, and afford room for many 
nefts of wild pigeons which built in it, though that fpecies 
of bird particularly avoids a hard and rough leaf. It is like- 
wife reported, that Csefar was chiefly influenced by this 
prodigy, to prefer his lifter’s grandfon before all others 
for liis fucceffor. In his retirement at Apollonia, he went 
with his friend Agrippa, to wait upon Theogencs the 
aftrologer. And Agrippa, who firft defired to know his 
fortune, being allured that it would be almoft incredibly 
great; he did not chufe to difcover his nativity, and per- 
8 lifted 
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lifted Come time in the refufal, from a mixture of fhame 
and fear, left the prediction in refpcft of him ftiould be 
inferior to that which had been announced to Agrippa. 
Being perfuaded however, after much importunity, to do 
clare it, Theogenes flatted up from his feat, and paid him 
adoration. Not long after, Auguftus was fo confident of 
the greatnefs of his deftiny, that he publifhed his nati* 
Vity, and ftruck a filver coin, bearing upon it the figtl 
of Capricorn,' under the influence of which he was 
born. 

XCV. After the death of Caefar, upon his return from 
Apollonia, as he was entering the city, on a fudden, in a 
clear and bright Iky, a circle refembling the rainbow fur- 
rounded the body of the fun ; and immediately after, the 
tomb of Julia, Ctefar’s daughter, was ftruck by light¬ 
ning. In his firft Confullhip, whilft he was fitting for 
the obfervation of omens, twelve vultures prefcnted them* 
felves, as they had done to Romulus. And when he of¬ 
fered facrifice, the livers of all the victims were folded in¬ 
ward in the lower part; a circumftance which was re¬ 
garded by all prefent, who had fk.il! in things of that na¬ 
ture, as an indubitable prognoftic of great and wonderful 
fortune. 

XCVI. He certainly had a pre-fentiment of the ilfue 
of ail his wars. When the troops of the Triumviri were 
collected about Bononia, an eagle, which fat upon his 
tent, and was attacked by two crows, beat them both, 
and knocked them down to the ground, in the view of 
the whole army; who thence inferred that a difference 
would arife amongft the three colleagues, which would 
be attended with the like event: and it accordingly hap¬ 
pened. At Philippi, he was aflured of fuccefs by a Thef- 
faiian, upon the authority, as he pretended, of Csefar 
N himfelf, 
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himfelf, who had appeared to him while he was travel¬ 
ling in a bye-road. At Perufia, the facrihce not pre- 
fenting any favorable intimations, but the contrary, he 
ordered an additional number of vi&ims to be cut up ; 
but the enemy by a fudden fally carrying all away, it was 
agreed amongft the augurs as an infallible event, that all 
the danger and misfortune which appeared in the entrails, 
would fall upon the heads of thofe who had got poffef- 
fion of them. And accordingly it happened fo. The day 
before the fea-fight near Sicily, as he was walking upon 
the Ihore, a fiih leaped out of the fea, and laid itfelf at 
his foot. At Actium, while he was going down to his 
fleet to engage the enemy, he was met by an afs with a 
fellow driving it. The name of the man was Eutychus, 
and that of the animal, Nicon®. After the victory, he 
erected a brazen ftatue to each, in a temple built upon the 
ground where he had encamped. 

XCVII. His death, of which I Ihall now fpeak, and 
his fubfequent deification, were intimated by divers ma¬ 
nned: prodigies. As he was finilhing the Cenfus amidft 
a greac crowd of people in the Field of Mats, an eagle 
flew abont him fcveral times, and then directed its courfe 
to a neighbouring temple, where it fat down upon the 
name of Agrippa, and at the firft letter. Upon obferving 
this, he ordered Tiberius to put up the vows, which it is 
ufual to make on fuch occafions, for the fucceeding Luf- 
trum. For he declared he would not meddle with what it 
was probable he (liould never accomplilh, though the tables 
were ready drawn for it. About die fame time, the nlit 

* The good omen, in this inftsnce, tvas founded upon the 
etymology of the names of the afs and its driver; the former 
of which, in Greek, fignifies i-iflorrout, and the latter, for- 

S letter 
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letter of his name, in an infcription upon a ftatue of him, 
was ftruck out by lightning; which was interpreted as a. 
prefage that he would live only a hundred days longer: 
which number the letter C Hands for, and that he would 
be placed amongft the Gods; as /Efav, which is the re¬ 
maining part of the word Crefar, hgnifies, in the Tuf- 
can language, a God. Being therefore about difpatching 
Tiberius to Illyricum, and dcfigning to go with him as 
far as Bcnevcntum, but being detained by feveral per- 
fons who applied to him upon account of caufes they 
had depending, he cried out, which was afterwards re¬ 
garded as an omen of his death, “ Not all the bufinefs 
that can occur, fliall detain me at Rome one moment 
longer and fetting out upon his journey, he went as 
far as Aftura j whence, contrary to his cuftom, he put 
to fea in the night-time, upon the occafion of a favorable 
wind. 

XCVIlI. His ficknefs was orcafioned by diarrhcea; 
notwithftanding which, he went round the coaft of Cam¬ 
pania, and the adjacent iflands, and fpent four days in 
that of Caprese; where he gave himfelf up entirely to his 
eafe ; behaving, at the fame time, to thofc about him with 
the utmoft good nature and complailancc. As he hap¬ 
pened to fail by the bay of Puteoli, the paflengers and 
mariners aboard a fhip of Alexandria juft then arrived, 
clad all in white, with crowns upon their heads, loaded 
him with praifes and joyful acclamations, crying out, 
“ By you we live, by you we fail, by you enjoy our li¬ 
berty and our fortunes.” At which being greatly pleafed, 
he diftributed to each of his friends that attended him, 
forty gold pieces, requiring from them an aflurance by 
oath, net to employ the fum given them any other way, 
than in the purchafe of Alexandrian goods. And dm ing 
N 2 feveral 
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feveral days after, he dillributed Tog® and Pallia*, upon 
condition that the Ro'tnans Ihould ufe the Grecian, and 
the Grecians the Roman drefs and language. He like- 
wife conftantly attended to fee the boys perform their 
exercifes, according to an ancient cuftoin ftill continued 
at Capreae. He gave them likewife an entertainment in 
his prefence, and not only permitted, but required from 
them the utmoft freedom in jelling, and fcrambling for 
fruit, victuals, and other things which he threw amongft 
them. In a word, he indulged himfelf in all the ways of 
amufement he could contrive. He called an illand near 
Capreae As-fajWoXjf, “ the city of the Do-littles," from 
the indolent life which feveral of his company led there. 
A favorite of his, one Mafgabas, he had ufed to call 
Krurhs, as if he had been the planter of the illand. And 
obferving from his parlour the tomb of this Mafgabas, 
who died a year before, frequented by a great company 
of people with torches, he pronounced upon it this verfe 
extempore. 

Krtvlou Je rupLvQv tiffofa vrvpou/itvov. 

I fee the founder’s tomb difplay’d with lights. 

Then turning to Thrafyllus, a companion of Tiberius's, 
that lay oppolite, he alked him what poet he thought 
was the author of that verfe: who demurring upon it, 
he brought out another : 

'Opx$ puarffi Mavltefav ti /tuptvov. 

Honor'd with flambeaux Mafgabas you fee. 

- The Toga: have been already defcribed in a note upon 
Chapter LXXIII. The Pallium was a cloak, or upper gar¬ 
ment, worn by the Greeks, men and women, freemen and. 
fervants, but almoft always by philofophers, and commonly 
by both fexes at table. 
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and put the fame queftion to him concerning that like- 
wife. The latter replying, that, whoever was the author, 
the verles were good, he fet up a great laugh, and fell 
into an extraordinary vein of jelling upon it. Soon after, 
parting over to Naples, though at that time greasy dif- 
ordered in his bowels, by the frequent returns of his dif- 
eafe, he continued a.fpedlator to the end of fome foleinn 
games which were performed every five years in honor 
of him, and came with Tiberius to the place intended. 
But in his return, his diforder encreafing, he Hopped at 
Nola, fent for Tiberius back again, and had a long dif- 
courfe with him in private;. after which he gave no 
farther attention to buftnefs of any importance. 

XCIX. Upon the day of his death, he now and then 
enquired, if there was any diflurbance in the town about 
him ; and calling for a mirror, he ordered his hair to be 
combed, and his falling cheeks to be adjufted. Then alk- 
ing his friends that were admitted into the room, “ Do 
ye think that I have a£led my part in life well ?” he im¬ 
mediately fubjoined, 

Ed h 7TM ftaiyvioi 

Ao7e xforey, xai wans; v/iet; fierce x a ( a S XTuirr,<rxrt. 

If all be right, with joy your voices raife 
la loud applaufes to the a£tor’s praife. 

after which, having difmifled them all, whilft he was en¬ 
quiring of fome that were juft come from Rome, con¬ 
cerning Drufus’s daughter, who was in a bad ftate of- 
health, he expired amidft the kifies of Livia, and with 
thefe words : “ Livia, live mindful of our marriage, and 
farewell !” dying a very eafy death, and fuch as he him- 
felf had always wilhed for. For as often as he heard 
that any per fun had died quickly and without pain, he 
N 3 willied 
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willed for himfelf and his friends the like suiavcuria, (an 
eafy death), for that was the word he made ufe of. He 
difcovered but one fymptom before his death of his being 
delirious, which was this : he was all on a fudden much 
frightened, and complained that he was carried, away by 
forty men. But this was rather a prefage, than any de¬ 
lirium : for precifely that number of foldiers carried out 
his cprpfe. 

C. He expired in the fame room in which his father 
Octavius had died, when the two Sextus's, Pompey and 
Apuleius, were Confuls, upon the fourteenth of the calends 
of September, at the ninth hour of the day, wanting only 
five and thirty days of fevenry-fix years of age. His re¬ 
mains were carried by the magiftrates of the municipia * 
and colonies, from Nola to Bovillz, and in the night- ' 
time, becanfe of the fcafon of the year. During the in¬ 
tervals, the body lay in fome court, or great temple, of 
each town. At Bovilise it was met by the Equcftrian 
Order, who carried it to the city, and depofited it in the 
porch-of his own houfe. The Senate proceeded with fo 
much zeal in the arrangement of his funeral, and paying 
honor to his memory, that, amongft feveral other propo- 
fals, fome were for having the funeral proceffion made 
through die triumphal gate, preceded by the image of 
Victory, which is in die Senare-houle, and die children 

* Mimicipia were foreign towns which obtained the right 
of Roman citizens, and were of different kinds. Some en¬ 
joyed all the rights of Roman citizens, except fuch as could 
cot be held without refiding at Rome. Others were in.veiled 
with the right of ferving in the Roman legions, but not that 
cf voting, nor of holding civil offices. The municipia ufed 
their-own laws and cultoms; nor were they obliged to re¬ 
ceive the Roman laws unlcfs they chofc it. 


of 
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of the fir ft quality, of both fexes, finging the funeral 
di'ttv. Others moved, that on the day of the funeral, they 
ihould lay afide their gold rings, and wear rings of iron ; 
and others, that his bones Ihould be collected by the 
priefts of the fuperior orders." One likewife propofed to 
transfer the name of Auguftus to September, becaufe he 
was born in the latter, but died in the former. Another 
moved, that the whole period of time, from his birth to 
his death, Ihould be called the Auguftan hge, and Ire in- 
ferted in the calendar under that title. But at laft it was 
judged proper to be moderate in the honors to be paid to 
his memory. Two funeral orations were pronounced in 
his praife, one before the temple of Julius, by Tiberius; 
and the other before the Roftra, under the old Ihops, by 
Drufus, Tiberius’s fon. The body was then carried upon 
the ihoulders of Senators into the Field of Mars, and 
there burnt. A man of Praetorian rank affirmed upon 
oath, that he faw his fpirit afeend into heaven. The mod 
diftinguilhed perfons of the Equeftrian Order, bare-footed, 
and with their tunics loofe, gathered up,his relics, and 
depofited them in'the maufoleum, which had been built 
in his fixth Confulfhip, betwixt the Flaminian way and 
the bank of the Tiber, at which lime likewife he gave 
the woods- and walks about it for the ufe of the 
people. 

Cl. He had made a will a year and four months be¬ 
fore his death, upon the third of the Nones of April, in 
the Confulfhip of Lucius Plancus, and C. Silius. It 
confifted of two Ikins of parchment, written partly in his 
hand, and partly bv his freedmen Polybius and Hilarion. 
It had been committed to the cuftody of the "V eftal Virgins,- 
by whom it was now produced, with three other volumes, 
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all fealed up as -well as the will, which were every one 
read in the Senate. He appointed for his firft heirs, 
Tiberius for two thirds of his eftate, and Livia for the 
other third,'whom he likewife defired to affume his name. 
The heirs fubftituted in their room, in cafe of death» 
were Drufus, Tiberius’s fon, for a third part, and Ger- 
manicus with his three fons for the reft. Next to them 
were his relations, and feveral of bis friends. He left in 
legacies to the Roman people forty millions of fefterces; 
to the tribes three millions five hundred thoufand ; to the 
guards, a thoufand each man ; to the city-battalions five 
hundred ; and to the foldiers in the legions three hundred 
each; which feveral fums he ordered to be paid imme¬ 
diately after his death. For he had taken care that the 
money fhould be ready in his exchequer. For the reft 
be ordered different times of payment. In fome of his be- 
quefts he went as far as twenty thoufand fefterces, for 
tiie payment of which he allowed a twelvemonth; al¬ 
ledging for this procraftination the fcantinefs of his eftate ; 
and declaring that not more than a hundred and fifty 
millions of fefterces would come to his heirs : notwith- 
flanding that during the twenty preceding years, he had 
received, in legacies from his friends, thefum of fourteen 
hundred millions; almoft the whole of which, with his 
two paternal eftates, and others that had been left him, he 
expended upon the public. He left order that the two 
Julias, his daughter and grand-daughter, fhould not be 
buried in his fepulchre. With regard to the three vo¬ 
lumes before mentioned, in one of them he gave orders 
about his funeral; another contained a narrative of his 
actions, which he intended fhould be inferibed on brafs- 
plates, and placed before his maufoleum ; in the third he 
had drawn up a concifc account of the ftate of the em¬ 
pire; 
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pire ; as the number of foldiers in pay, what money 
there was in the treafury, exchequer, and arrears of 
taxes; to which were added the names of.the freedmen 
and Haves, from whom the fevcral accounts might be 
taken. 


OCTAVIUS Cxfar, afterwards Auguftus, had now 
attained to the fame fituation in the flate which had for¬ 
merly been -occupied by Julius Cxfar; and though he 
entered upon it by violence, he continued to enjoy it 
through life with almoft uninterrupted tranquillity. By 
the long duration of the late civil war, with its concomi¬ 
tant train of public calamities, the minds of men were 
become lefs averfe to the profpeit of an abfolute govern¬ 
ment ; at the fame time that the new emperor, naturally 
prudent and politic, had learned from the fate of Julius 
the art of preferving fupreme power without arrogating 
to himfelf any invidious mark of diftin&ion. He affected 
to decline public honors, difclaimed every idea of per- 
fonal fuperiority, and in all his behaviour difplayed a de¬ 
gree of moderation which prognoflicated the molt happy 
effects, in reftoring peace and profperity to the haraffed 
empire. The tenor of his future conduit was fuitable 
to this aufpicious commencement. While he endea¬ 
vored to conciliate the affeitions of the people by lend¬ 
ing money to thofe who flood in need of it, at low in- 
tereft, or without any at all, and by Hie exhibition of 
public fhews, of which the Romans were remarkably 
fond ; he was attentive to the prefervation of a becoming 
dignity in the government, and to the correction of 
morals. The Senate, which, in the time of Sy 11a, had. 

encrcafcd 
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encreafed to upwards of four hundred, and, during the 
civil war, to a thoufand members, by the adnriffion of 
improper perfons, he reduced to fix hundred ; and being 
inverted with the ancient office of Cenfor, which had for 
fome time been difufed, he exercifed an arbitrary but legal 
authority over the conduct of every rank in the ftate ; by 
which he could degrade Senators and Knights, and inflidt 
upon all citizens an ignominious fentence for any im¬ 
moral or indecent behaviour. But nothing contributed 
more to render the new form of government acceptable 
to the people, than the frequent diftribution of corn, and 
fomeiimes largefles, amongft the commonalty: for an 
occafional fcarcity of provirtonshad always been the chief 
caufe of difeontents and tumults in the capital. To the 
interefts of the army he likewife paid particular attention. 
It was by the affiftance of the legions that he had rifen 
to power; and they were the men who, in the laft refort, 
if fuch an emergency lhouJd ever occur, could alone en¬ 
able him to preferve it. 

Hiftory relates, that after the overthrow of Antony, 
Auguftus held a confutation with Agrippa and Mersenas 
about reftoring the republican form of government, when 
Agrippa gave his opinion in favor of that meafure, and 
Mecamas oppofed it. The objefl of this confutation, 
in rel'pecl of its future confequences on fociety, is perhaps 
the molt important ever agitated in any cabinet, and re¬ 
quired, for the mature difeuffion of it, the whole col¬ 
lective wifdom of the ableft men in the empire. Bu 
tliis was a refource which could fcarcely be adopted, 
either with fecurirv to the public quiet, oi* with unbiarted 
judgment in the determination of the queftion. The bare 
agitation of fuch a point would have excited an imme¬ 
diate and ftror.g anxiety for its final refult; while the 
friends 
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friends of a republican government, who were Itill far 
more numerous than thofe of the other party, would have 
{trained every nerve to procure a determination in their 
own favor; and the Praetorian guards, the fureft protec¬ 
tion of Augufius, finding their fitualion rendered pre¬ 
carious by fucli an unexpected occurrence, would have 
readilv liftened to the fecret propofitions and intrigues of 
the Republicans for fecuring their acquiefccnec to the de- 
cifion on the popular fide. If, when the fubject came 
into debate, Augufius (hould be fincerc in the declara¬ 
tion to abide bv the refolution of the council, it is be¬ 
yond all doubt, that the refioration of a republican go¬ 
vernment would have been voted by a great majority of 
the aflemlilv. If, on the contrary, he fliould not he fin- 
cere, which is the more probable fuppofition, and fliould 
incur the fufpicion of pradtiiing fecretly with members 
for a decilion according to his with, he would have 
rendered himfelf obnoxious to the public odium, and 
given rife to difeontents which might have endangered 
his future fecurity. 

But to fubmit this important queftion to the free and 
unbiaSed decifion of a numerous affembly, it is probable, 
neither fuited the inclination of Augufius, nor perhaps, 
in his opinion, correfpOr.ded with his perfonal fafety. 
With a view to the attainment of uiiconftitutional power, 
he had formerly deferted the caufe of the Republic when 
its affairs were in a profperous fituation ; and now when 
his end was accompliflied, there could be little ground to 
expedfi, that he ihould voluntaiily relinquifh the prize for 
\vhich he had lpilc the beft blood of Rome, and contended 
for fo many years. Ever fince the final defeat of An¬ 
tony in the battle of Avftium, he had governed the Roman 
ftatc with uncontrolcd authority ; and though there is in 
the 
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the nature of unlimited power an intoxicating quality, 
injurious both to public and private virtue, yet all hiftory 
contradicts the fuppoGtion of its being endued with any 
which is unpalatable to the general tafte of mankind. 

There were two chief motives by which Auguftus 
would naturally be influenced in a deliberation on this 
important fubjedt; namely, the love of power, and the 
perfonal danger which he might incur from relinquithing 
it. Either of thefe motives might have been a fufficient 
inducement for retaining his authority ; but when they 
both concurred, as they feem to have done upon this oc- 
cafion, their 'united force was irrefiftible. The argu¬ 
ment, fo far as relates to the love of power, .refts upon a 
ground, concerning the folidity of which, little doubt can 
be entertained: but it may be proper to enquire, in a few 
words, into the foundation of that perfonal danger which 
he dreaded to incur, on returning to the ftation of a pri¬ 
vate citizen. 

Auguftus, as has been already obferved, had formerly 
fided with the party which attempted to reftore public 
liberty after the death of Julius Caefar : but he afterwards 
abandoned rhe popular caufe, and joined in the ambitious 
views of Antony and Lepidus to ufurp amongfl: them- 
felves rhe entire dominion of the Hate. By this change 
of conduct, he turned his arms againft the fupporters of 
a form of government which he had virtually recognized 
as the legal conftiturion of Rome ; and, what involved a 
direct implication of treafon, againft the facred reprefen- 
tarives of that government, the Confuls, formally and 
duly erected. Upon fuch a charge he might be amenable 
to the capital laws of his country. This, however, was 
a danger which might be fully obviated, by procuring 

from 
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from the Senate and people an aft of oblivion, previoufly 
to his abdication of the fupreme power ; and this was a 
preliminary which doubtlefs they would have admitted 
and ratified with unanimous approbation. It therefore 
appears that he could be expofed to no inevitable danger 
on this account: but there was another quarter where 
his perfon was vulnerable, and where even the laws 
might not be fufficicnt to proteft him againft the efforts 
of private rcfentment. The bloody profcriplion of the 
Triumvirate no aft of amnefly could ever erafe from the 
minds of thofe who had been deprived by it of their 
neareft and deareft relations; and amidft the numerous 
eonneftions of the illuftrious men facrificed on that horri¬ 
ble occafion, there might arife fome defperate avenger, 
whofe indelible refentment nothing lefs would fatisfy 
than the blood of the furviving delinquent. Though Au- 
guftus, therefore, might not, like his great predeceffor, 
be flatbed in the Senate-houfe, he might receive into his 
vitals the'{word or poniard in a lefs confpicuous filia¬ 
tion. After all, there feems to have been little danger 
from this quarter likewife : for Svlla, who in the pre¬ 
ceding age had been guilty of equal enormities, was per¬ 
mitted, on relinquifhing the place of perpetual Diftator, 
to end his days in quiet retirement; and the undifturbed 
fecurity which Auguftus ever afterwards enjoyed, affords 
fufficient proof, that all apprehenfion of danger to his 
perfon was merely chimerical. 

We have hitherto confidered this grand confultation as 
it might be influenced by the paflions or prejudices of the 
emperor : we (hall now take a fhort view of the fubjeft 
in the light in which it is connected with arguments of a 
political nature, and with public utility. The arguments 
handed 
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banded down by hiftory refpecting this confultation are 
few, and imperfei3.lv delivered ; but they may be ex¬ 
tended upon the general principles maintained on each 
fide of the quellion. 

For the reftoration of the republican government, it 
might be contended, that from the expulGon of the kings 
to die Diflatorfhip of Julius Caffar, through a period of 
upwards of four hundred and fixly vears, the Roman 
Rate, abating a (hort intermiflion only', had flourished 
and encreafed with a degree of profperity unexampled in 
the annals of human kind: That the republican form of 
government was not only beft adapted to the improve¬ 
ment of national grandeur, but to the Security of general 
freedom, the great object of all political affociation: That 
public virtue, by which alone nations could fubfifl in 
vigor,, was ckcrifhed and protected by no mode of ad- 
mini ft ration fo much as by that which connected, in the 
firongeft bonds of union, the private interefts of indi¬ 
viduals with thofe of the community: That the habits 
and prejudices of the Roman people were unalterably at¬ 
tached to the form of government eftablifhed by fo long 
a prefcription, and would never Submit, for any length of 
time, to the rule of one perfon, without making every 
poffible effort to recover their liberty: That though de- 
fpotifm, under a mild and wife prince, might in fome re- 
fpeSs be regarded as preferable to a conftitution which 
was occaflonallv expofed to the inconvenience of faction 
and popular tumults, yet it was a dangerous experiment 
to abandon the government of the nation to the contin¬ 
gency of fuch a variety of charadlers as ufually occurs in 
the fuocefiSon of princes ; and upon the whole, that the 
interefts of the people were more fafely entrufted in ‘he 
hands 




CJESAR AUGUSTUS. lyi 

hands of annual magiftrates clefted by themfelves, than 
in thofc of any individual whofe power was permanent, 
and fuhjeft to no legal control. 

In favor of defpotic government it might be urged, that 
though Rome had fubfifted long and glorioully under a 
republican form of government, yet (he had often ex¬ 
perienced fuch violent (hocks, from popular tumults or 
the faftions of the great, as had threatened her with im¬ 
minent deftru&ion: That a republican government was 
only accommodated to a people amongft whom the divi- 
fion of property gave to no clafs of citizens fuch a degree 
of pre-eminence as might prove dangerous to public free¬ 
dom : That there was required in that form of political 
conftitution, a fimplicity of life and ftri&nefs of manners 
which are never obferved to accompany a high degree of 
public profperity: That in refpedl of all thefe conhdera- 
tions, fuch a form of government was utterly incompati¬ 
ble with the prefent circumftances of the Romans: That 
by the conqueft of fo many foreign nations, by the lucra¬ 
tive governments of provinces, the fpoils of the enemy in 
war, and the rapine too often praflifed in time of peace, 
fo great had been the aggrandizement of particular fa¬ 
milies in the preceding age, that though the form of the 
ancient conftitution (hould dill remain inviolate, the peo¬ 
ple would no longer live under a free Republic, but an 
ariftocratical ufurpation, which was always productive 
of tyranny: That nothing could preferve the common¬ 
wealth from becoming a prey to fome daring confederacy, 
but the firm and vigorous adminiftration of one perfon, 
inverted with the whole executive power of the (Irate, un¬ 
limited and uncontroled : In fine, that as Rome had been 
nurfed to maturity by the government of fix princes fuc- 
cefilvely, fo it was only by a limilar form of political 
conftitution 



194 THE LIFE OP 

conftitution that fhe could now be faved from ariftdcrati- 
cal tyranny on one hand, or, on the other, from abfoiute 
anarchy. 

On whichever fide of the qneftion the force of argu¬ 
ment may be thought to preponderate, there is reafon to 
believe that Auguftus was guided in his refoiurion more 
bv inclination and prejudice than by reafon. Tt is related, 
however, that hefitating between the oppofite opinions of 
his two counfellors, he had recourfe to that of Virgil-, 
who joined with Mectenas in advifing him to retain the 
imperial power, as being the form of government mod 
fuitable to the circumftances of the times. 

It is proper in this place to give fome account of the 
two mjnifters abovementioned, Agrippa and Mecasnas,. 
who compofed the cabinet of Auguftus at the fettlement of 
his government, andfeem to be the only psrfons employed 
by him in a minifterial capacity during his whole reign. 

M. Vipfanius Agrippa was of obfeure -extraction, but 
rendered himfelf confpicuous by his military talents. He 
obtained a vidtory of Sextus Pompey ; and 
M'Jgfftfa!* bathes of Philippi and Adtium, 

where he difplayed great valor, he con¬ 
tributed not a little to eftablifh the fubfequent power of 
Auguftus. Tn his expeditions afterwards into Gaul and 
Germany, he performed many fignel atchievements, and 
for which he refufed the honors of a triumph. The ex- 
pences which others would have lavished on that frivo¬ 
lous fpectacle, he applied to the more laudable purpofe 
of embellifhing Rome with magnificent buildings, one of 
•which, the Pantheon, ftill remains. In confequence of a 
difpute with Marcellas, the nephew of Auguftus, he re¬ 
tired 
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tired to Mitylene, whence, after an abfence of two years, 
he was recalled by the emperor. He firft married Pom* 
ponia, the daughter of the celebrated Atticus, and after-* 
wards one of the Marcellas, the nieces of Auguftus. 
While this lady, by whom he had children, was Hill 
living, the emperor prevailed upon his filler Odlavia to 
relign to him her fon-in-law, and gave him in marriage 
his own daughter Julia ; fo ftrong was the delire of Au¬ 
gustus to be united with him in the clofell alliance. The 
high degree of favor in which he Hood with the emperor 
was foon after evinced by a farther mark of efteem : for 
during a viiit to the Roman provinces of Greece and 
Afta, in which Auguftus was abfent two years, he left 
the government of the empire to the care of Agrippa. 
While this miniftcr enjoyed, and indeed feems to have 
merited, all the partiality of Auguftus, he was likewife a 
favorite with the people. He died at Rome in the fifty— 
firft year of his age, univerfally lamented ; and his re¬ 
mains were depolited in the tomb which Auguftus had 
prepared for himfelf. Agrippa left by Julia three fons, 
Caius, Lucius, and Pofthumus Agrippa, with two daugh¬ 
ters, Agrippina and Julia. 


C. Cilnius Mectenas was of Tufcan extraction, and 
derived his defcent from the ancient kings of that country. 
Though in the higheft degree of favor 
with Auguftus, he never afpired beyond ^Mecanas 
the rank of the Equeftrian Order; and 
though he might have held the government of extenftve 
provinces by deputies, he was content with enjoying the 
Prefecture of the city and Italy; a fituation, however, 
which mull have been attended with extenftve patronage. 
He was of a gay and focial difpofition. In principle, he 
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is faid to have been of the Epicurean Sect, and in his 
drefs and manners, to have bordered on effeminacy. 
With refpect to his political talents, we can only fpeak 
from conjecture: but from his being the confidential 
minifter of a prince of fo much difcemment as Auguftus, 
during the infancy of a new form of government in an 
extenfive empire, we may prefume that he was endowed 
•with no common abilities for that important ftation. 
The liberal patronage which he difplayed towards men 
of genius and talents, will render his name for ever cele¬ 
brated in the annals of learning. It is to be regretted 
that hiftory has tranfmitted no particulars of this extraor¬ 
dinary perfonage, of whom all we know is derived 
chiefly from the writings of Virgil and Horace: but 
from the manner in which they add refs him, amidft the 
familiarity of their intercourfe, there is the ftrongeft 
reafon to fuppofe, that he was not lcfs amiable and re- 
fpeftable in private life, than illuftrious in public fitua- 
tion. “ O my Glory !” is the emphatic expreffion em¬ 
ployed by them both. 

O dccus, O faime raerito pars maxima noftne. Vir. G. II. 

O et praefidium ct dulce decus racum. Hor. Ode I. 

One would be inclined to think, that there was a nicety 
in the fenfe and application of the word dccus, among!! 
the Romans, with which we are unacquainted, and that, 
in the paffages now adduced, it was undei flood to refer 
to the honor of the emperor’s patronage, obtained through 
the means of Mecrenas ; otherwife, fuch language to the 
minifter might have excited the jealoufy of Auguftus. 
Bur whatever foundation there may be for this conjec¬ 
ture, the compliment was compenfated by the fupurior 
adulation which the poets appiopriatcd to the emperor. 
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whofe deification is more than infinliated, in fublime 
intimations, by Virgil. 


Tuque adeo, quem mol quae fint habitura deorum 
Concilia, incertum eft ; urbifne invifere, Casfar, 
Terrarumque velis curam ; Sc te maximus orbis 
Auftorem frugum, tempeftatumque potentem 
Accipiat, cingens materna tempora myrto: 

An Deus immcnfi venias maris, ac tua nautse 
Numina fola colant: tibi ferviat ultima Thule; 

Teque fibi generum Tethys cmat omnibus undis. 

Geor. i. 

Horace has elegantly adopted the fame drain of coni, 
pliment. 

Te multa precc; tfc profequitur mcro 
Defufo patens; Sc Laribus tuum 
Mifcet numen, uti Gracia Caftoris 

Et magni memor Herculis. Car.'.i. IV. 5. 

The panegyric bellowed upon Augullus by the great 
poets of that time, appears to have had a farther object 
than the mere gratification of vanity. It was the am¬ 
bition of this emperor to reign in the hearts, as well as 
over the perfons of his fubjedts; and with this view lie 
was defirous of endearing himfelf to their imagination. 
Both he and Mectenas had a delicate fenfibility to the 
beauties of poetical compofition ; and judging from their 
own feelings, they attached a high degree of influence 
to the charms of poetry. Imprefled with thefe fenti- 
ments, it became an objedl of importance, in their opi¬ 
nion, to engage the Mufes in the fervice of the imperial 
authority : on which account, we find Mecsenas tam¬ 
pering with Propertius, and we may prefume likewife 
with every other riling genius in poetry, to undertake a 
heroic poem, of whicli Augullus Ihould be the hero. As 
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the application to Propertius cannot have taken place 
until after Auguftus had been amply celebrated by the 
fuperior abilities of Virgil and Horace, there fiems to be 
fome reafon for afcribing Mecsenas’s requeft to a political 
motive. Caius and Lucius, the emperor’s grandfons by 
his daughter Julia, were ftill living, and both young. As 
one of them, doubtlefs, was intended to fucceed to the go¬ 
vernment of the empire, prudence juftified the adoption 
of every expedient that might tend to fecure a quiet fuc- 
ceffion to the heir, upon the demife of Auguftus. As a 
fubiidiary refource, therefore, the expedient above-men¬ 
tioned was judged highly plaufible; and the Roman 
cabinet indulged the idea of endeavoring to confirm im¬ 
perial authority by the fupport of poetical renown. 
Lampoons againft the government were not uncommon 
even in the time of Auguftus ; and elegant panegyric on 
the emperor ferved to counteract their influence upon the 
minds of the people. The idea was perhaps novel in the 
time of Auguftus; but die hiftorv of later ages affords 
examples of its having been adopted, under different forms 
of government, with fuccefs. 

The Roman empire, in the time of Auguftus, had at¬ 
tained to a prodigious magnitude ; and in his teftament he 
recommended to his fucceffors never to exceed the limits 
which he had prefcribed to its extent. C)n the Eaft it 
ftretched to the Euphrates ; on the South to the cataradls 
of the Nile, the defens of Africa, and Mount Atlas; on 
the Weft to the Atlantic Ocean and on the North to the 
Danube and the Rhine; including the beft part of the 
then known world. The Romans, therefore, were not 
improperly called return domini*, and Rome, pulcher- 
rima rerum f, maxima rerum %. Even the hiftorians 

* Virgil, t Ibid. J Ibid. 

Livy 
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Livy and Tacitus, actuated likewife with admiration, 
bellow magnificent epithets 011 the capital of their 
country. The fucceeding emperors, in conformity to 
the advice of Auguflus, made few additions to the em¬ 
pire. Trajan however fubdued Mefopotamia and Ar¬ 
menia, eaft of the Euphrates, with Dacia, nortli of the 
Danube ; and after this period the Roman dominion 
was extended over Britain, as far as the Frith of Forth 
and the Clyde. 

It would be an object of curiofity to afcertain the 
amount of the Roman revenue in the reign of Auguflus : 
but fuch a problem, even with refpeiSt to contemporary- 
nations, cannot be elucidated without accefs to the public 
regifters of their governments; and in regard to an ancient 
monarchy, the inveftigation is impracticable. We can 
only be allured that the revenue mull have been imincnfe, 
which arofe from tire accumulated contribution of fuch a 
number of nations, that had fupported their own civil 
ellablilhments with great fplendor, and many of which 
were celebrated for their extraordinary riches and com* 
merce. The tribute paid by the Romans themfelves, to¬ 
wards the fupport of the government, was very confider- 
able during the latter ages of the Republic, and it receiv¬ 
ed an encrcal’e after the confulfhip of Hirtius and Panfa. 
The eftablifhments, both civil and military, in the differ¬ 
ent provinces, were fupported at their own expence: the 
emperor required but a fmall naval force, which adds 
much to the public expenditure of maritime nations in 
modern times; and the Hate was burdened with no diplo¬ 
matic charges. The vail treafure accruing from the 
various taxes centered in Rome, and the whole was at the 
difpofal of the emperor, without any control. We may 
therefore jullly conclude, that, in the amount of taxes, 
O 3 cultoms, 



cuftoms, and every kind of financial refources, Auguftus 
exceeded all fovereigns who had hitherto ever fwayed the 
fceptre of imperial dominion : a noble acquifition, had it 
been judicioufly employed by his fucceffors, in promoting 
public happinefs, with half the profufion in which it was 
lavifhed in difgracing human nature, and violating the 
rights of mankind. 

The reign of Auguftus is diftinguiftied by the moll ex* 
traordinary event recorded in hiftory either facred or pro¬ 
fane, the nativity of the faviour of mankind ; which has 
fince introduced a new epoch into the Chronology of all 
Chriftian nations. The commencement of the new a?ra 
being the raoft flouriftiing period of the Roman empire, 
a general view of the ftate of knowledge and tafle at this 
period, may here not be improper. 

Civilization was at this time extended farther over the 
world than it had ever been in any preceding period: 
but polytheifm rather encreafed than diminifhed with the 
advancement of commercial intercourfe between the na¬ 
tions of Europe, Afia and Africa; and though philofophy 
had been cultivated during feveral ages, at Athens, Cyrene, 
Rome, and other feats of learning, yet the morals of 
mankind were little improved by the diffufion of fpecu- 
lative knowledge. Socrates had laid an admirable foun¬ 
dation for the improvement of human nature, by the exer¬ 
tion of reafon through the whole economy of life: but 
fucceeding enquirers, forfaking the true path of ethic in- 
vefligation, deviated into fpecious difeuffions, rather in¬ 
genious than ufeful; and fome of them, by gratuitoufly 
adopting principles, which, fo far from being fupported 
by reafon, were repugnant to its didates, endeavored to 
erect upon the bats of their refpedtivc doctrines a fyftem 
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peculiar to themfelves. The doctrines of the Stoics and 
Epicureans were in fa£t pernicious to fociety ; and thofe 
of the different academies, though more intimately con¬ 
nected with reafon than the two former, were of a nature 
too abftracft to have any immediate or uleful influence on 
life and manners. General difeuflions of Truth and Pro¬ 
bability, with magnificent declamations on the to xaXor, 
and the fummum bonum, conftituted the chief objects of 
attention amongft thofe who cultivated moral fcience in 
the (hades of academical retirement. Cicero endeavored 
to bring back philofophy from fpeculation to practice, 
and clearly evinced the focial duties to be founded in the 
unalterable dictates of virtue: but it was cafier to demon- 
ftrate the truth of the principles which he maintained, 
than to enforce their obfervance, while the morals of 
mankind were little actuated by the exercife of reafon 
alone. 

The fcience chiefly cultivated at this period was Rhe¬ 
toric, which appears to have differed confiderably from 
what now pafles under the fame name. The objedt of it 
was not fo much juftnefs of fentiment and propriety of 
expreffion, as the art of declaiming, or fpeaking copiouf- 
lv upon any fubjefl. It is mentioned by Varro as the 
reverfe of logic ; and they arc diftinguifhed from each 
other by a fimile, that the former refembles the palm of 
the hand expanded, and the latter, contracted into the fifl¬ 
it is obfervable that logic, though a part of education in 
modern times, feems not to have been cultivated amongft 
the Romans. Perhaps they were apprehenfive, left a fci¬ 
ence which concentered the force of argument, might ob- 
ftruct the cultivation of that which was meant to dilate 
it. Aftronomy was long before known in the eaftern 
nations; but there is reafon to believe, from a paffage in 
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Virgil *, that it was little cultivated by the Romans; and 
it is certain, that in the reformation of the Calendar, Julius 
Caefar was chiefly indebted to the fcientific knowledge of 
§ofigenes, a mathematician of Alexandria. The laws of 
the folar fyftem were ftill but imperfedtly known : the 
popular belief, that the fun moved round the earth, was 
univerfally maintained, and continued until the flxteenth 
century, when the contrary was proved by Copernicus. 
There exifled many celebrated trails on mathematics; 
and Jeveral of the mechanical powers, particularly that of 
the lever, were cultivated with fuccefs. The more ne- 
ceflary and ufeful rules of arithmetic were generally 
known. The ufe of the Joad-ftone not being as yet dif- 
covered, navigation was conducted in the day-time by 
the fun, and in the night, by the obfervation of certain 
ftars. Geography was cultivated during the prefent pe¬ 
riod by Strabo and Mela. In natural philofophy, little 
progrefs was made; but a ftrong defire of its improve¬ 
ment was entertained, particularly by Virgil. Human 
anatomy being not yet introduced, phyfiology was im¬ 
perfect. Chemiftry, as a fcience, was utterly unknown. 
In medicine, the writings of Hippocrates, and other Greek 
phyficians, were in general the ftandard of practice : ljut 
the Materia Medica contained few remedies of approved 
quality, and abounded with ufclefs fubftances, as well as 
with many which flood upon no other foundation than 
the whimflcal notions of thofe who firft introduced them. 
Architecture flourifhed, through the elegant tafte of Vi¬ 
truvius, and the patronage of the emperor. Painting, 
Statuary, and Mufic, were cultivated, but not with that 
degree of perfection which they had obtained in the Gre¬ 
cian ftates. The mufical inftruments of this period were 


* Geox. II. 
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the flute and the lyre, to which may be added the fiftrum, 
lately imported from Egypt. But the chief glory of this 
period is its literature, of which we proceed to give fome 
account. 

At the head of the writers of this age, (lands the empe¬ 
ror, himfelf, with his minifter fylecaenas ; but the works 
of both have almoft totally perithed. It appears from the 
hiftorian notv tranflated, that Auguftus was the author 
of feveral produdions in profe, befides fome in verfe. 
He wrote Anfwers to Brutus in relation to Cato, Exhor¬ 
tations to Philofophy, and the Hiftory of his own Life, 
which he continued, in thirteen books, down to the war 
of Cantabria. A book of his, written in hexameter verfe, 
under the title of Sicily, was extant in the time of Sue¬ 
tonius, as was likewife a book of Epigrams. He began 
a Tragedy on the fubject of Ajax, but being diffatis- 
fied with the compofition, deftroycd it. Whatever the 
merits of Auguftus may have been as an author, of which 
no judgment can be formed, his attachment to learn¬ 
ing and eminent yvriters affords a ftrong prefumption that 
he was not deftitute of tafte. Mecaenas is faid to have 
written two tragedies, Odavia and Prometheus; a Hif¬ 
tory of Animals; a treatife on Precious Stones; a Journal 
of the Life of Auguftus ; and other produdions. Curi- 
ofity is ftronglv interefted to difeover the literary talents 
of a man fo much diftinguilhed for the efteem and patron¬ 
age of them in others; but while we regret the impoffibility 
of fuch a development, we fcarcely can fuppofe the pro¬ 
ficiency to have been frnall, where the love, and admira¬ 
tion were fo great. 

Hiftory was cultivated araongft the Romans during the 
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prefent period, with uncommon fuccefs. This fpecies of 
compofition is calculated both for informa- 
C CrifpLs^ tIon alM ^ entertainment; but the chief de- 
fign of it is to record all tranfactions rela-. 
five to.the public, for the purpofe of enabling mankind to 
draw from paft events a probable conjecture concerning 
the future ; and, by knowing the ftept which have led 
either to profperity or misfortune, to afeertain the belt 
means of promoting the former, and avoiding the latter of 
thofe objects. This ufeful kind of narrative was introduced 
about five hundred years before by Herodotus, who has 
thence received the appellation of the Father of Hiftory. 
His ftyle, in conformity to the habits of thinking, and the 
Simplicity of language in an uncultivated age, is plain and 
unadorned; yet, by the happy modulation of the Ionic 
dialed, it gratified the ear, and afforded to the dates of 
Greece a pleafing mixture of entertainment, enriched not 
only with various information, often indeed fabulous or 
inauthentic, but the rudiments, indire&ly interfperfed, of 
political wifdom. This writer, after a long interval, was 
fucceeded by Thucydides and Xenophon, the former of 
whom carried hiftorical narrative to the higheft degree of 
improvement it ever attained in the Grecian climates. 
The plan of Thucydides feems to have continued to be the 
model of hiftorical narrative to the writers of Rome: but 
the circumftances of the times, aided perhaps by the 
fplendid exertion of genius in other departments of litera¬ 
ture, fuggefted a new refource, which promifed not only 
to animate, but embellifh the future productions of the 
hiftoric Mufe. This innovation confided in an attempt 
to penetrate the human heart, and explore in its inner- 
moft recefles the fentiments and fecret motives which ac¬ 
tuate the conduCi of men. By connecting moral effects 
with 
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■with their probable internal and external caufes, it tended 
to eftablifh a fyftematic confiftency in the concatenation 
of tranfaCtions apparently anomalous, accidental, or to¬ 
tally independent of each other. The author of this im¬ 
provement in Hiftory was Salluft, who likewife introdu¬ 
ced the method of enlivening narrative compoGtion, with 
the occalional aid of rhetorical declamation, particularly 
in his account of the Catiliuarian Confpiracy. The no¬ 
torious characters and motives of the principal perfons 
concerned in that horrible plot, afforded the raoft favor¬ 
able opportunity for exemplifying the former; while the 
latter, there is rcafon to infer from the faCts which muft 
have been at that time publicly known, were founded 
upon documents of unqueflionable authority. Nay, it is 
probable that Salluft was prefent in the Senate during the 
debate refpeCting the punifhment of the Catilinarian con- 
fpirators ; his detail of which is agreeable to the charac¬ 
ters of the feveral fpeakers : but in detracting, by invi¬ 
dious Glence, or too faint reprefentation, from the me¬ 
rits of Cicero on that important occafion, he exhibits a 
glaring inftance of the partiality which too often debafes 
the narratives of thofe who record the tranfaCtions of 
their own time. He had married Terentia, the divorced 
wife of Cicero; and there fubfifted between the two huf- 
bands a kind of rivalfhip from that caufe, to which was 
probably added fome degree of animofity, on account of 
their difference in politics, during the late DiCtatorfhip of 
Julius Caffar, by whom Salluft was reftored to the Senate, 
whence he had been expelled for licentioufnefs, and was 
appointed governor of Numidia. Abftracting from the 
injuftice of Salluft in refpeCt of Cicero, he is entitled to 
high commendation. In both his remaining production^ 
cf the Confpiracy of Catiline, and the War of Jugurtha, 
8 there 
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there is a peculiar air of philofophical fentiment, which, 
joined to die elegant concifenefs of ftyle, and animated 
defcription.of characters, gives to his writings a degree of 
intereft, fuperior to what is excited in any preceding work 
of the hiftorical kind. In the occafional ufe of obfolete 
words, and in labored exordiums to both his hiliories, he 
is liable to the charge of affe&ation ; but it is an'affecta¬ 
tion of language which fupports foleranity without excit¬ 
ing difguft; and of fentiment which not only exalts hu¬ 
man nature, but animates to virtuous exertions. It feems 
to be the defire of Salluft to atone for the diffipation of 
his youth by a total change of conduct ; and whoever per- 
ufes his exordiums with the attention which they defervc, 
muft feel a ftrong perfuafion of the juftnefs of his re¬ 
marks, if not the incentives of a refolution to be govern¬ 
ed by his example. It feems to be certain, that from the 
firft moment of his reformation, he inceffantly pradtifed 
the induftry which he fo warmly recommends. He com- 
pofed a Hiftory of Rome, of which nothing remains but 
a few fragments. Salluft, during his adminiffration of 
Numidia, is faid to have exercifed great oppreffion. On 
his return to Rome, he built a magnificent houfe, and 
bought delightful gardens, the name of which, with his 
own, is to this day perpetuated to the ground which they 
formerly occupied. Salluft was bom at Amiternum, in 
the country of the Sabines, and received his education 
at Rome. He incurred great fcandal by an amour with 
Faufta, the daughter of Sylla, and wife of Milo ; who 
detecting the criminal intercourfe, is faid to have beat 
him with ftripes, and extorted from him a large fum of 
money. He died, according to tradition, in the fifty-firft: 
year of his age. 


Cornelius 
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Cornelius Nepos was born at Hoftilia, near the banks 
of the Po. Of bis parentage we meet with 
no account; but from his refpedlable con- C °Nepo‘s“ 
nedtions early in life, it is probable that he 
was of good extradiion. Among his moft intimate friends 
were Cicero and Atticus. Some authors relate, that he 
compofed three books of Chronicles, with a biographical 
account of all the moft celebrated fovercigns,- generals, 
and writers of antiquity. 

The language of Cornelius Nepos is pure, his ftylc 
perfpicuous, and he holds a middle and agreeable courfe 
between diffufenefs and brevity. He has not obferved 
the fame rule with refpedi to the treatment of every fub- 
jedt; for the account of fome of the lives is fo fhort, that 
we might fufpedl them to be mutilated, did they not con¬ 
tain evident marks of their being completed in miniature. 
The great extent of his plan induced him, as he informs 
us, to adopt this expedient: Scd plura pcrfequi, turn mag- 
tiitudo voluminis prohibit, turnfejlinatio, ut ea explicem , quiz 
exorfus fum. 


Of his numerous biographical works, twenty-two lives 
only remain, which are all of Greeks, except two Car¬ 
thaginians, Hamilcar and Hannibal; and two Romans, 
M. Porcius Cato and T. Pomponius Atticus. Of his 
own life, who had written the lives of fo many, no ac¬ 
count is tranfmitted ; but from the multiplicity of his pro- 
dudlions, we may conclude that it was devoted to litera- 


Titus Livius may be ranked among the moft celebrated 
hiftorians that the world has ever pro- ^ 

duced. He compofed a hiftory of Rome 
from the foundation of the city, to the conclufion of die 
German 



206 the life of 

Gennan war condu&ed by Dfufus, in the time of the 
emperor Auguftus. This great work confided origi¬ 
nally of one hundred and forty books ; of which there 
now remain only thirty-five, viz. the firft Decade, and 
the whole from book twenty-one to book forty-five, 
both inclufive. Of the other hundred and five books, 
nothing more has futvived the ravages of time and bar¬ 
barians than their general contents. In a perfpicuous 
arrangement of his fuhjcdl, in a full and circumftantial 
account of tranfa&ions, in the expreflion of characters 
and other objefts of defeription, in juflnefs and aptitude 
of fentiment, and in an air of majefty pervading the whole 
compofition, this author may be regarded as one of the 
beft models extant of hiftorical narrative. His ftyle is 
fplendid without meretricious ornament, and copious 
without being redundant; a fluency to which Quintili¬ 
an gives the expreflive appellation of latUa ubertas. 
Amongft the beauties which we admire in his writings, 
befides the animated fpceches frequently interfperfed, are 
tliofe condfe and peculiarly applicable eulogiums, with 
which he chara&erifes every eminent perfon mentioned, 
at the clofe of their life. Of his induftry in collating, 
and his judgment in deciding upon the preference due to 
difientient authorities, in matters of teftimony, the work 
affords numberlefs proofs. Of the freedom and impar¬ 
tiality, with which he treated even of the recent periods 
of hiltorv, there cannot he more convincing evidence, 
than that he was rallied by Auguftus as a favorer of 
Pompey ; and that, under the fame emperor, he not only 
bellowed upon Cicero the tribute of warm approbation, 
but dared to aferibe, in an age when their names were 
obnoxious, even to Brutus and Caflius the virtues of con- 
fifteiicv and patriotifir.. If in any tiling the conduct of 
Livv violates our fer.timents of hiftorical dignity, it is the 
apparent complacency and reverence, with which he 
every 
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every where mentions the popular belief in omens and 
prodigies: but this was the general fuperftition of the 
times; and totally to renounce the prejudices of fuperlli- 
tious education, is the laft heroic facrifice to philofophical 
fcepticifm. In general, however, the credulity of Livy 
appears to be rather affedled than real; and his account 
of the exit of Romulus, in the following palTage, may be 
adduced as an inftance in confirmation of this remark. 

His immortalibus editis operilus, quum ad cxcrcitum rc- 
cenfendum concioncm in campo ad Capra paludcm haberet, 
fubita coorta tempejiate cum magno fragorc ionitribufque 
tarn denfo regem operuit nimbo, ut confpctlum (jus concioni 
abjlulcrit : ncc deinde in terris Romulus fuit. Romana pu¬ 
bes, fedalo tandem pavore, pojiquam ex tam iurbido die 
ferena bf tranquilla lux rediit, ubi vacuam fedcm rcgiam. 
vidit; etji fatis credcbat Patribus, qui proximi Jleterant, 
fublimem raptum procella ; tamen vcluti orbitatis mctu ilia, 
moejium aliquamdiu Jilentium obtinuit. Deinde a paueis 
initio fatlo, Deum Deo natum, regem parenlemque urbis 
Romanis falvere univerjt Romulum jubrnt ; paeem precibus 
expofeunt, uti volens propitius fuam femper fofpitet proge- 
niem. FuifJ'e credo turn quoque aliquot, qui difcerptttm 
regem Patrum. manibus taciti arguerent: manavit enim htsc 
quoque, £sf pcrobfcura,fama. Jllam alteram admiratio viri, 
bf pavor pres fens nobilitavit. Conjilio etiam unites hominis 
eiddita rei dicitur fides : namque Proculus Julius Jollicita 
eivitate dejiderio regis, & infenfa Patribus, gravis, ut 
traditur, quamvis magnee rei auflor, in concioncm prodit. 
“ Romulus, inquit, Quiritcs, parens urbis hujus, prima ho - 
dierna luce ccsh repente delapfus, fe mihi obvium dedit : 
quum profujus horrore vcnerahundufque aftetiffcm, petens 
precibus, ut contra inlueri fas ejjct-, Abi, nuncio, inquit, Ro¬ 
manis, Coelcjhs ita -jcllc, ut mea Roma caput orbis teira- 
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rum fit: prolnde rim milttarem colant: fciantque, & itd 
pofieris tradani , nullas opes humanas armis Romanis rejijlcre 
pojfie. Hesc, inquit, locutus , fublimis abiit. Minim, quan¬ 
tum illi viro nuncianti heec fidei fuerit ; quamque dejidcrmm 
Romuli apud plebem excrcitumque,fa£lafide immortalitatis, 
lenitumJit. 

Scarcely any incident in ancient hiftory favors more of 
the marvellous than the account above delivered refpedt- 
ing the firft Roman king: and amidil all the folemnity 
with which it is related, we may perceive that the hiflo- 
rian was not the dupe of credulity. There is more im¬ 
plied, titan the author thought proper to avow, in the 
fentence, Fuifific credo, &c. In whatever light this anecdote 
be viewed, it is involved in perplexity. That Romulus 
affected a defpotic power, is not only highly probable, 
from his afpiring difpofition, but feems to be confirmed 
by his recent appointment of the Cc/cres, -as a guard to 
his perfon. He might therefore naturally incur the odium 
of the Patricians, whofe importance was diminilhed, and 
their inftitution rendered abortive, by the encreafe of his 
power. But that they fhould choofe the opportunity of 
a military review, for the purpofe of removing the tyrant 
by a violent death, feems not very confiflent with the 
dictates even of common prudence; and it is the more 
incredible, as the circumftance which favored the execu¬ 
tion of the plot, is reprefented to have been entirely a 
fortuitous occurrence. The retnpcft which is faid to have 
happened, is not eafily reconcilable with our knowledge 
of that phenomenon. Such a cloud, or miff, as could 
have enveloped Romulus from the eyes of the aflembly, 
is not a natural concomitant of a thunder-florm. There 
is fome reafon to fufpedt, that both the noife and cloud, 
if they actually exifted, vVcre artificial; the former intended 
to 
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to divert the attention of the fpe&ators, and the latter to 
conceal the tranfa&ion. The word fragor, a noife or 
crafli, appears to be an imneceflfary addition where thun¬ 
der is exprefled, though lometimes fo ufed by the poets ; 
and may therefore, perhaps, imply fuch a noife from fome 
other caufe. If Romulus was killed by any pointed or fharp- 
edged weapon, his blood might have been difcovcrcd on the 
fpot; or if by other means, ftill the body was equally an 
objcdt of public afcertaimnent. If the people fufpedted 
the Patricians to be guilty of murder, why did they not 
endeavor to trace the fadt by this evidence ? and if the Pa¬ 
tricians were really innocent, why did they not urge the 
examination ? But the body, without doubt, was fecreted 
to favor the impofture. The whole narrative is flrongly 
marked with circumftances calculated to affedl credu¬ 
lity with ideas of national importance; and to counte¬ 
nance the delign, there is evidently a chafrn in the Roman 
hifiory immediately preceding this tranfadlion, and inti¬ 
mately connected with it. 

Livy was born at Patavium, and has been charged by 
Aftnius Pollio and others with the provincial dialect of 
his country. The objedtions to his Patavinity, as it is 
called, relate chiefly to the fpclling of fome words ; in 
which, however, there feems to be nothing fo peculiar, 
as cither to occafion any obfeurity or merit reprehenfion. 

Livy and Sallull being the only two exifling rivals in 
Roman hifiory, it may not be improper to draw a fhort 
comparifun between them, in refpect of their principal 
qualities, as writers. With regard to language, there is 
lefs apparent affectation in Livy than in Salluft. The 
narrative of both is diflinguifhed by an elevation of ftyle : 
the elevation of Salluft feems to be often fupported by the 
P dignity 



210 


THE LIFE HE 


dignity of affumed virtue; that of Livy by a majedic air 
of hiftorical, and fometimes of national importance. In 
the drawing of characters, Sallutl infufes more cxpreffion, 
and Livy more fulnefs into the features. In the fpeethes 
afcribed to particular perfons, thefe writers are equally 
elegant and animated. 

So great was the fame of Livy in his own life-time, 
that people came from the extremity of Spain and Gaul, 
for the purpofe only of beholding fo celebrated a hiftorian, 
who was regarded, for his abilities, as a prodigy. This 
affords a ftrong proof, not only of the literary talle which 
then prevailed over the mod extenfive of the Roman pro¬ 
vinces, but of the extraordinary pains with which fo great a 
work mud have been propagated, when the art of printing 
was unknown. In the fifteenth century, upon the revival of 
learning in Europe, the name of this great writer recovered 
its ancient veneration; and Alphonfus of Arragon, with 
a fuperftition charadteriftic of that age, requeued of the 
people of Padua, where Livy was born, and is faid to 
ha'-e been buried, to be favored hy them with the hand 
which had written fo admirable a work. 


The celebrity of Virgil has proved die means of af- 
ccrtaining his birth with more exadtnefs than is common 
in the biographical memoirs of ancient 
F tSaro’"" writers. He was born at Andes, a village 
in the neighbourhood of Mantua, on the 
15th of October, feventy years before the Chriftian sera. 
His parents were of moderate condition ; but by their in- 
duflry they acquired fome territorial poffefiions, which 
devolved to their fon. The firll feven years of his life 
were fpent at Cremona, whence he went to Mediolanum, 
now Milan, at that time the feat of the liberal arts, and 
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denominated, as we learn from Pliny the younger,- Nova; 
Athens. From this place, he afterwards moved to Na¬ 
ples, where he applied himfelf with great afliduity to Greek 
and Roman literature, particularly to the phyfical and 
mathematical fciences; for which he expreffes a ftrong 
prediledtion in the fecond book of his Georgies; 

Me veto prirnum dukes ante omnia Mafia, 

Quorum fiacra ftro ingenti perculfus amove, 

Accipianl j calique vias etjidera mcnjircnl; 

DefeHus Solis varios , Lunecque laborer: 

Unite tremor lerris: qua vi maria alta tumefcant 
Obieibus ruplis, rurfinfiue in fiipfa rejidant: 

Quid lantum Oeeano proper nil fe lingere files 
Hibcrnis vel qua tardis mora nodibus ohjiet. 

When by a profeription of the Triumvirate, the land;' 
6 f Cremona and Mantua were diftributed amongft the 
veteran foldiers, Virgil had the good fortune to recover 
his pofleftions, through the favor of Afinius Pollio, the 
deputy of Auguflus in thofe parts ; to whom, as well as 
to the emperor, he has teftified his gratitude in beautiful 
eclogues.- 

The fir ft prodtidlion of Virgil was his Bucolics, con- 
fitting of ten eclogues, written in imitation of the Idyllia 
or paftoral poems of Theocritus. It may be queftioned, 
whether any language which has its provincial dialects, 
but is brought to perfection, can ever be well adapted, in 
that ftate, to the life of paftoral poetry. There is fuch 
an apparent incongruity between the Ample ideas of the 
rural fwain and the polithed language of the courtier, 
that it feems inipoffible to reconcile them together by the 
wtmoft art of competition. The Doric dialect erf Theo¬ 
critus, therefore, abttradtedly from all confideration of 
iimplicitv of fentiment, muft ever give to the Sicilian 
P 2 bard 
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bard a pre-eminence in this fptcies of poetry. The 
greater part of the Bucolics ot Virgil may be regarded as 
poems of a peculiar nature, into which the author has 
happily transfufed, in elegant vcrfification, the native 
manneis and ideas, without any mixture of the rufticity 
of paftornl life. With refpeft to the fourth eclogue, ad- 
drefled to Pollio, it is avowedly of a nature fupeiior to 
that of palloral fubjects: 

Virgil engaged in bucolic poetry at the requeft of 
Aftnius Poilio, whom he highly efteemed, and for one of 
whofc Ions in particular, with Cornelius Gailus, a poet 
likewife, he entertained the warmeft affection. He has 
celebrated them all in thefe poems, which were begun, 
we are told, in the twenty-ninth year of his age, and com¬ 
pleted in three years. They were held in fo great efhem 
amongft the Romans, immediately after their publica¬ 
tion, that it is laid thev were frequently recited upon the 
ftage, for the entertainment of the audience. Cicero, 
up >n hearing fume lines of them, perceived that they 
were written in no common ft rain of poetry, and defiled 
that the whole eclogue might he recited: which being 
done, he exclaimed, “ Magna fpes altera Roma." An¬ 
other hope of great Rome * ! 

Virgil’s 

* Commentators feem to have given an erroneous and un¬ 
becoming fenfc to Cicero’s exclamation, when they fuppoi'e 
that the object underftooil, as connected with altera , related 
to himfelf. Hope is never applied in this Signification, but 
to a young perljn, of whom fomething good or great is ex¬ 
pected ; and accordingly Virgil, who adopted the expreflion, 
ha, very properly applied it to Afcanius: 
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Virgil’s next work was the Georgies, the idea of which 
is taken from thcEpya xsti'H/tcsfoi, the Works and Days, 
of Hcliod, the poet of Afcra. ilut between the produc¬ 
tions of the two poets, there is no other fimilarity than 
that of llicii common fubjeft. Tltc precepts of Hcliod, 
in refpe£l of agriculture, are delivered with all the fim- 
plicity of an unlettered cultivator of the fields, intermixed 
with plain moral reflexions, natural and appolite ; while 
thofe of Virgil, equally precifc and important, are embel- 
lilhed with all the dignity ot fublime verification. The 
work is addrefled to Mccaenas, at whole requeft it appears 
to have been undertaken. It is divided into four books. 
The firfl treats of ploughing ; the fecond, of planting ; 
the third, of cattle, holies, lhccp, goats, dogs, and of 
things that aie huitful to cattle; the luuith is employed 
on bees, their proper habitations, food, polity, the difeafes 
to which they are liable, and the remedies of them, with 
the method of making honey, and a variety of other con- 
fiderations connected with the fubje<51. The Georgies 
were written at Naples, and employed the author during 
a period of feven years. It is fuid that Virgil had con¬ 
cluded the Geo gics with a labored culogium on his 
poetical fiicnd Gullits; but the latter inclining about 
this time the difpleal'ure of Auguftus, he was induced to 

Cicero, at the time when he could have beard a fpecimen of 
Virgil's Eclogues, luufl have been near his grand climacteric; 
befides. that his virtues and ul.nts had long been confpi- 
cuous, and were paft the flate of hope. It is probable, 
therefore, that alma referred to fume third perfon, fpoken 
of immediately before, as one who promifed to do honor to 
his country. It might refer to O.ir.vit;;, of whom Cicero, 

been fpoken in an abfolute manner, without a reference to 
any perfon. 
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pancel it, and fubftitute the beautiful epifode of Ariftteus 
find Eurydice. 

Thefe beautiful poems, confidered merely as didadtic, 
have the jufteft: claim to utility. In what relates to agri¬ 
culture in particular, the precepts were judicioufly adapt¬ 
ed to the climate of Italy, and mull have conveyed much 
valuable information ro thofe who were defirous of culti¬ 
vating that important art, which was held in great honor 
amongft the Romans. The fame remark may be made, 
with greater latitude of application, in refpedt of the other 
fubjecls. But when we examine the Georgies as poetical 
compoiitions, when we attend to the elevated flyle in 
which they are written, die beauty of die ltmiles, the cm- 
piiatic fentiments interfperfed, the elegance of diction, the 
animated drain of the whole, and the harmony of the 
verlihcation; our admiration is excited, to behold fubjedts 
fo common in their nature, embcllilhed with the mofl mag¬ 
nificent decorations of poetry. 

During four days which Auguftus paffed at Atella, to 
refrefh himfclf from fatigue in his return to Rome, after 
the battle of Adtium, the Georgies, juft then finiflied, were 
read to him by the author, who was occafionally relieved 
in the talk by his friend Mecsnas. We may eafily con¬ 
ceive the fansfaclion enjoyed by the emperor, to find that 
while he himfelf had .been gathering laurels in the at- 
chievements of war, another glorious wreath was pre¬ 
pared by the Mufes to adorn his temples ; and that an in¬ 
timation was given of his being afterwards celebrated in 
a work more congenial to the fubjedt of heroic renown. 

It is generally fuppofed that the yEneid was written af 
fhe particular defire of Auguftus, who was- ambitious of 
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having the Julian family reprefented as lineal defendants 
of the Trojan yEneas. In this celebrated poem, Virgil 
has happily united the charadieriftics of the Iliad and 
Odyfley, and blended them fo judicioufly together, that 
they mutually contribute to the general effedl of the whole. 
By the efteem and fympathy excited for the filial piety 
and misfortunes of YEneas at the cataftrophe of Troy, 
the reader is firongly interefted in his fubfequent adven¬ 
tures ; and every obftacle to the eftabli fitment of the Tro¬ 
jans in the promifed land of Hefperia, produces frcfit lcn- 
fations of encreafed admiration and attachment. The 
cpifodes, charadters, and incidents, all concur to give 
beauty or grandeur to the poem. The pitlure of Troy 
in flames can never be fufficiently admired. The incom¬ 
parable portrait of Pi inn, in Homer, is admirably accom¬ 
modated to a different fituation, with the addition of An- 
chifcs, in the Aftneid. The prophetic rage of the Cumar- 
an Sibyl dilplays in the ftrangeft colors the enthufial'm 
of the poet. For fentimcnt, paflion, and interefting dc- 
Ccription, the epifode of Dido is a mafier-piecc ir. poetry. 
But Virgil is not more confpicuous for ftrength of de- 
fcription than propriety of fentimcnt; and w herever he 
takes a hint from the Grecian hard, he profecutcs the 
idea with a judgment peculiar to himfelf. It may be 
fufficient to mention one inflancc. In the fixth book of 
the Iliad, while the Greeks arc making great daughter 
among!! the Trojans, Hedlor, by the advice of Hclcnus, 
retires into the city, to defire that his mother would other 
up prayers to the Goddcls Pallas, and vow to her a noble 
facrifice, if file would drive Diomed from the walls of 
Troy. Immediately before his return to the field of battle, 
he has his I a ft interview with Andromache, whom he 
meets with his infant fon Atlyanax, who is carried by a 
purfe. There occurs, upon this occafion, one of the 

P 4 nu ft 
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rnoft beautiful fcenes in the Iliad, where Hedlor dandles 
the boy in his arms, and pours forth a prayer, that he 
may one day be fuperior in fame to his father. In the 
fame manner jEneas, having armed himfelf for the deci- 
five combat with Tumus, addreffes his fon Afcanius in 
a beautiful fpcech, which, while exprelTive of the ftrong- 
eft paternal affection, contains, inftead of a praver, a 
noble and emphatic admonition, fuitable to a youth who 
had nearly attained tire period of adult age. It 16 as 
follows : 

I).fee, pace, "jirhdem ex ne, ’■ccrunqae laPoren ; 

For/aaam ex ahts : m.ac !e ncr. dexlern U.'io 

Tu faeilv, ir.ox can nmiera adoienerit erir*j, 

£: petier JEneaavunculus exeilet JleScr. 

.Eneid. XII. 

Virgil, though born to fhine by his own intrinfic powers, 
certainly owed much of his excellence to the wonderful 
merits of Homer. His fufccptible imagination, viviJ and 
correct, was impregnated bv the Odyffcy, and warmed 
with the fire of the Iliad. Rivalling, or rather on fome 
occafions furpaffing his glorious predeceffor in the cha¬ 
racters of Heroes and of Gods, he fuftains their dignity 
with fo uniform a luftre, that they feem indeed more 
than mortal. 

Whether the Iliad or the THiieid be the more perfect 
compofition, is a queftion which has often been agitated, 
but perhaps will never be determined to general fatisfac- 
tion. In comparing the genius of the two poets, however, 
allowance ought to be made for the difference of circum- 
Gances in which they compofed their refpedlive works. 

Homer 




CJESAK. AUGUSTUS. 


[ 7 


Homer wrote in an age when mankind had not as yet 
made any great progrefs in the exertions either of intellect 
or imagination, and he was therefore indebted for his rc- 
fources to the vail capacity of his own mind. To this 
we muft add, that he executed both his poems in a fitua- 
tion of life extremely unfavorable to the cultivation of po¬ 
etry. Virgil, on the contrary, lived in a period when litera¬ 
ture had attained to a high ftate of improvement. He had 
likcwife net only the advantage of finding a model in the 
works of Homer, but of perilling the laws of epic poetry, 
which had been digefted by Arillotle, and the various ob- 
fervalions made on the writings of the Greek bard by 
critics of acutencfs and tafle ; amongft the chief of whom 
was his friend Horace, who remarks that 

• inandatpic bonus dormhat Ilomcrus. 

De Arte Poet. 

Virgil, bcfidcs, compofcd his poem in a ftate remote from 
indigence ; where he was roufed to exertion by the exam¬ 
ple of fcvcral contemporary poets; and, what mull have 
animated him beyond every other confidcration, he wrote 
both at the defire, and under the patronage, of the empe¬ 
ror and his milliner Mccrenas. In what time Homer 
compofcd either of his poems, we know not; but the 
■riincid, we arc informed, was the employment of Virgil 
during eleven years. For fome years, the repeated en¬ 
treaties oi Auguftus could not extort from him the fmallcft 
fpecimen of the woik ; but at length, when confidcrably 
advanccd in it, he condefcendcd to recite three books, the 
fecond.the fourth, and the fixth, in the prefence of the em¬ 
peror ar.dhis lifter Octavia; to gratifv the latter of whom in 
particular, the recital of the laft book now mentioned was 
intended. When the poet came to tbefe words, Tu Mur- 
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celias eris, alluding to Odtavia’s fon, a youth of great 
hopes, who had lately died, the mother fainted. After 
fhe had recovered from this fit by the afliduity of the at¬ 
tendants, Ihe ordered ten feftertia to be given to Virgil 
for every line relating to that fubject; a gratuity which 
amounted to about two thoufand pounds fterling. 

In the compofition of the Aineid, Virgil fcrupled not 
to introduce whole lines of Homer, and of the Latin 
poet Ennius, many of whofe fentences he admired. In a 
few inllances he has borrowed from Lucretius. He is 
faid to have been at extraordinary pains in polifhing his 
numbers; and when he was doubtful of any patTage, ho 
would read it to fome of his friends that he might have 
their opinion. On fuch occafions, it was ufual with him 
to confult in particular his freedman and librarian Erotes, 
an old domeftic, who, it is related, fupplied extempore a 
deficiency in two lines, and was defired by his mailer to 
write them in the manufcript. 

When this immortal work was completed, Virgil refolv- 
ed on retiring into Greece and Alia for three years, that 
he might devote himfelf entirely to the polifhing of it, and 
have leifure afterwards to pafs the remainder of his life in 
the cultivation of philofophy. But meeting at Athens 
with Augullus, who was on his return from the Eaft, he 
determined on accompanying the emperor back to Rome. 
Upon a vifit to Megara, a town in the neighbourhood of 
Athens, he was feized with a languor, which encreafed 
during the enfuing voyage ; and in a few days after land¬ 
ing at Brundifium he. expired, on the 22d of September, 
in the fifty-fecond year of his age. He deiired that his 
body- might be carried to Naples, where he had pa fled 
many happy years; and that the following difticb, writ¬ 
ten 
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ten in his lad ficknefs, fliould be infcribed upon his 
tomb: 

Manilla me genial: Calabri rapuere: tenet nunc 
Partbenope: cccini pajcua, rura, duces. 

He was accordingly interred, by the order of Auguftus, 
with great funeral pomp, within two miles of Naples, 
near the road to Putcoli, where his tomb dill exifts. Of 
his eftate, which was very confiderable by the liberality 
of his friends, he left the greater part to Valerius Pro- 
,cuius and his brother, a fourth to Auguftus, a twelfth to 
Mecasnas, befidcs legacies to L. Varius, and Plotius Tueca, 
who, in confequence of his own requeft, and the com¬ 
mand of Auguftus, reviled and corrected die AEneid after 
his death. Their inftruclions from the emperor were, to 
expunge whatever they thought improper, but upon no 
account to make any addition. This reftridlion is fup- 
pofed to be the caufe that fo many lines in the ^Eneid 
are imperfeA. 

Virgil was of large ftature, had a dark complexion, 
and his features are faid to have been fuch as exprefled 
no uncommon abilities. He was fubjedt to complaints 
of the ftomach and throat, as well as a head-ach, and had 
frequent difeharges of blood upwards; but from what 
part, we arc not informed. He was very temperate both 
in food and-wine. His modefty was fo great, that at 
Naples they commonly gave him the name of Parthenias, 
“ the modeft man.” In refpedt of his modefty, the fol¬ 
lowing anecdote is related. 

Having written a diftich, in which he compared Au¬ 
guftus to Jupiter, he placed it in the night-time over the 
gate of the emperor’s palace. It was in thefe words : 


Noble 
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Volte pluit told, redemst fpelraeula mane 
Divifum imperium cum Jove Carjar babet. 

By the order of Auguftus, an enquiry was made after 
the author ; and Virgil not declaring himfelf, the verfes 
were claimed by Bathyllus, a contemptible poet, but 
who was liberally rewarded on this occalion. Virgil, 
provoked at the faliehood of the impollor, again wrote 
the verfes on fome confpicuous part of the palace, and 
under them the following line: 

Hos ego verfieuks fed, tula alter honores ; 
with the beginning of another line in thefe words : 


repeated four times. Auguftus expreffing a deft re that 
the lines fhould be finifhed, and Bathyllus prot ing un¬ 
equal to the taik, Virgil at laft filled up the blanks in 
this manner: 

Sic vos non vobis nidificatis, pves. 

Sic vos non vobis vdlcrafertis, oves. 

Sic vos non vobis mellificatis, apes. 

The expedient immediately evinced him to be the author 
of the dillich, and Badiyllus became the theme of public 
ridicule. 

When at any time Virgil came to Rome, if the peo¬ 
ple, as was commonly the cafe, crowded to gaze upon 
him, or pointed at him with the finger, in admiration, 
he blufhed, and ftole away fiom them ; frequently tak¬ 
ing refuge in fome fhop. When he went to the theatre, 
the audience univerfally rofe up at his entrance, as they 
did to Auguftus, and received him with the loudeft plau¬ 
dit; ; 
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<lits ; a compliment which, however highly honorable, 
he would gladly have declined. When fuch was the juft 
refpedt which they paid to the author of the Bucolics 
and Georgies, how would they have exprefleu their 
efleem, had they beheld him in the effulgence of epic 
renown ! In the beautiful epifode of the Elyfian fields, 
in the aEneid, where he dextroufly introduced a glorious 
difplay of their country, he had touched the moll elaftic 
fprings of Roman enthufiafm. The paflion would have 
rebounded upon himfelf, and they would, in the heat of 
admiration, have idolized him. 


Horace was born at Vcnufia, Gn the icth of Decem¬ 
ber, in the Confulfhip of L. Cotta, and L. Torquatus. 
According to his acknowledgment, his fa¬ 
ther was a freedman ; by fomc it is faid, a ^ 

collector of the revenue, and by others, that 
he was a fifhmonger, or dealt in faltcd meat. Whatever 
he was, he paid particular attention to the education of 
his fon, whom, after receiving iuftrudlion from the heft 
mailers in Rome, he fent to Athens to ftudy philofophy. 
From this place, Horace followed Brutus, in the quality 
of a military Tribune, to the battle of Philippi, where, 
by liis own confcfiion, being feized with timidity, he 
abandoned the profefiion of a foldier, and returning to 
Rome, applied himfelf to the cultivation of poetry In 
a fliort time he procured thefiicndihip of Virgil and Va¬ 
ries, whom he mentions in his Satires, in terms of the 
mod tender afledlion. 
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By the two friends abovementioned, he was recosri-* 
mended to the patronage not only of Mecsnas, but Au~ 
guftus, with whom he, as well as Virgil, lived on a foot¬ 
ing of the greateft intimacy. Satisfied with the luxury 
which he enjoyed at the firft tables in Rome, he was fo 
unambitious of any public employment, that when the 
emperor offered him tire place of his fecretary, he de¬ 
clined it. But as he lived in an elegant manner, hav¬ 
ing, bclidcs his houfe in town, a cottage on his Sabine 
farm, and a villa at Tibur, near the cataradl of the 
Anio, he enjoved, beyond ah doubt, a handfome efra- 
blilhment, from the liberality of Auguftus. He indulg¬ 
ed himfelf in indolence and focial pleafure, but was at 
the fame time much devoted to reading. He enjoyed a 
tolerable good Hate of health, but was often incommoded 
with a fluxion of rheum upon die eyes. 

• Horace, in the ardor of youth, and when his bofom 
beat high with the raptures of fancy, had, in the purfuit 
of Grecian literature, drunk largely, at the fource, of 
the delicious fprings of Caftalia; and it feems to have- 
been ever after his chief ambition, to tranfplant into the' 
plains of Latium the palm of lyric poetry. Nor did he 
fail of fuccefs: 

Exe S i modern,,r, aft firretmus. CarM. III. 30. 

In Greece, and other countries, the Ode appears to 
have been the molt ancient, as well as the moll popular 
fpecies of literary production. Warm in expreffion, 
and lliort in extent, it concentrates in narrow bounds the 
fire of poetical tranfport: on which account, it has been- 
generally employed to celebrate the fervors of piety, the 
raptures of love, the enthufiafm of praife ; and to ani-- 
mate warriors to glorious exertions of valor : 

yisfd 
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AUfa dedit fdibus Divot, puerofque Deorum, 

Et pttgilem viSorem, ef equttm certamtne frimum, 

Etjurjcnum cures, & libera vina referee. 

Hor. De Arte Toet. 
Mifenum Molidett, quo non preeflantior alter 
JErc ciere virus, Martentque accenderc cantu *. 

Virgil. jEneid. VI. 

Set/ turn forte cava dam perfonat ecquora concha 
Dement, IsS cantu vocal in cerlamina Divot. Ibid. 

There arofe in this deparment, amongft theGreeks, nine 
eminent poets, viz. Alcatus, Aleman, Anacreon, Bac- 
chylides, Ibicus, Sappho, Steflchorus, Simonides, and 
Pindar. The greater part of this diftinguiftted clafs are 
now known only by name. They feem all to have dif¬ 
fered from one another, no lefs in the kind of meafure 
which they chiefly or folely employed, than in the 
ftrength or foftnefs, the beauty or grandeur, the ani¬ 
mated rapidity or the graceful eafe of their various com¬ 
petitions. Of the amorous cfFufions of the lyre, we yet 
have examples in the odes of Anacreon, and the incom¬ 
parable ode of Sappho : the lyric (brains which animated 
to battle, have funk into oblivion ; but the victors in 
the public games of Greece have their fame perpetuated 
in the admirable productions of Pindar. 

Horace, by adopting, in the multiplicity of his fub- 
juits. almoft all the various meafures of the different 
Greek poets, and frequently combining different meafures 
in the fame compofition, has compenfated the dialects of 
that tongue, fo happily fuited to poetry, and given to a 

* The lift members of thefe two lines, from the commas 
to the e nd, are what are faid to have been fupplied by Ero- 
tes, \ ngil’s librarian. • 


language 
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language lefs diitinguifned for foft inflexions, ail the fen¬ 
der and delicate modulations of the Eaftern fong. While 
he mores in the meafures of the Greeks with an cafe and 
gracefulnefs that rivals their own acknowledged excel¬ 
lence, he has enriched the fund of lyric harmony with 
a lhanza peculiar to himfelf. In the artificial conftruc- 
tion of the Ode, he mav juftlv be regarded as the fir ft of 
lyric poets. In beautiful imagery, he is inferior to none : 
in variety of fcn.imcnt and felicity of expreffion, fupe- 
lior to every exifting competitor in Greek or Roman 
poetry. He is elegant without affectation ; and, what is 
more than all remarkable, in the mid ft of gaiety he is 
moral. We feldom meet in his Odes with the abrupt 
apoflrophes of paffionate excurfion ; but his tranfitions 
arc conducted with eal'e, and every fuhjeCt introduced 
with propriety'. 

The Carmen Seculare was written at the exprefs defire 
of Auguftus, for the celebration of the Secular Games, 
performed once in a hundred years, and which continued 
during three days and three nights, whilft all Rome re- 
founded with the mingled effufions of choral addreffes 
to Gods and Goddeffcs, and of feftivc joy. An occafion 
which fo much inteieited the ambition of the poet, called 
into exertion the molt vigorous efforts of his genius. 
More concife in mythological attributes than the hymns 
aferibed to Homer, this beautiful production, in variety 
anJ grandeur of invocation, and in pomp of numbers, 
furpafles all that Greece, melodious but llmple in the 
fcrvice of the altar, ever poured forth from her vocal 
groves in folcmn adoration. Bv the force of native ge¬ 
nius, the ancients elevated their heroes to a pitch of fuh- 
limity that excites admiration, but to foar beyond which 
they could derive no aid from mythology ; audit was re- 
8 fcived 
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fsrved For a bard, infpired with nobler fentimcnts than the 
Mufes could fupply, to (ing the praifes of that Being 
whofe ineffable perfections tranfcend all human imagi¬ 
nation. Of the praifes of Gods and Heroes, there is 
not now extant a more beautiful compofition, than the 
12 th Ode of the firfl: book of Horace : 



The Satires of Horace are far from being remarkable 
for poetical harmony, as he himfelf acknowledges. In¬ 
deed, according to the plan upon which fcveral of them 
are written, it could fcarcely be otherwife. They are 
frequently colloquial, fometimes interrogatory, the trans¬ 
itions quick, and the apoftrophes abrupt. It was not 
his objeCt in thofe compofitions, to footh the ear with 
the melody of polifhed numbers, but to rally the frailties 
of the heart, to convince the undemanding by argument, 
and thence to put to fhame both the vices and follies of 
mankind. Satire is a fpecies of compofition, of which 
the Greeks fumifhed no model, and the preceding Ro¬ 
man writers of this clafs, though they had much im¬ 
proved it from its original rudenefs and liccntioufnefs, had 
Hill not brought it to that degree of perfection which 
might anfwer the purpofe of moral reform in a polifhed 
hate of fociety. It received the molt effential improve¬ 
ment from Horace, who has dextroufly combined wit 
and argumenr, raillery and farcafm, on the tide of mora¬ 
lity and virtue, of happinefs and truth. 

The Eptflles of this author may be reckoned amongfl 
the mofl: valuable productions of antiquity. Except 
Q_ thofe 



THE 


F E OF 


42 6‘ 

thofc of the ferond book, anil one or two in the Erfl, they 
are in general of the familiar kind ; abounding in moral 
fentiments, and judicious obfervations on life and manners. 

The i>oem Dc ArU Poetica comprifes a fyftem of cri- 
ticifm, in juft net's of principle and extent of application, 
correfpondent to the various exertions of genius on fub- 
jccls of invention and tafte. That in compofing this ex¬ 
cellent production, he availed himfelf of the moft approved 
woiks of Grecian original, we may conclude from the 
advice which he there recommends : 

• ■ J'os rxemj-huin Grxm 
PoSx t:,! vxr/ale nmmi, vtrjate diurad. 

In the writings of Horace there appears a fund of good 
fenfe, enlivened with pleafantry, and refined by philoso¬ 
phical reflexion. lie had cultivated his judgment with 
great application, and his tafte was guided by an intui¬ 
tive perception of moral beauty, aptitude, and propriety. 
The few inftanccs of indelicacy which occur in his com- 
pofitions, we may aferibe rather to the manners of the 
times, than to. any hlameuble propenfitv in the author. 
Horace died in the riftv-feventh year of his age, furviving 
his beloved Mecrcnas only three weeks ; a circumftance 
which, added to the declaration in an ode * to that per- 
fonage, fuppofed to have been written in Mecsenas’s laft 
illnefs, has given rife to a conjecture, that Horace, ended 
his days bv a violent death, to accompany his friend. 
But it is more natural to conclude that he died of exceflive 
grief, as, had he literally adhered to the affirmation con¬ 
tained in the ode, he would have followed Lis patron 
more elofeiy. This fecir.s to be confirmed by a fact im¬ 
mediately pi feeding bis death: for though he declared 
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Auguftus heir to his whole eftate, he was not able, on 
account of weafcnefs, to put his lignature to the will; a 
failure, which it is probable that he would have taken 
care to obviate, had his death been premeditated. He 
was interred, at his own delire, near the tomb of 
Mecamas. 

Ovid was born of an Equeftrian family, at Sulmo, a 
town of the Peligni, on the 21ft of March, in the Con- 
fulthip of Hirtius and Panfa. His father 
intended him for the bar; and after palling F faff ^ 
through the ufual courfe of inftrudlion at 
Rome, he was fent to Athens, the emporium of learning, 
to complete his education. On his return to Rome, in 
obedience to the defire of his father, he entered upon the 
offices of public life in the ForUm, and declaimed with 
great apptaufe. But this was the effeiSl of paternal au¬ 
thority, not of choice: for, from-his earlieft years, he 
difeovered an extreme attachment to poetry; and no 
fooner was his father dead, than, renouncing, the bar, he 
devoted himfelf entirely to the cultivation of that faf- 
cinating art, his propenlity to which was invincible. His 
productions, all written either in heroic or pentameter 
verfe, are numerous, and on various fubjefts. It will be 
fufficient to mention them briefly. 

The Heroidcs confift: of twenty-one Epiftles, all which, 
except three, are written from celebrated women of an¬ 
tiquity, to their hufbands or lovers: fuch as Penelope to 
tjlyfles, Dido to yEneas, Sappho to Phaon, &c. Thefe 
compolitions are nervous, animated and elegant: they 
difeover a high degree of poetic enthuiiafm, but blend¬ 
ed with that lafeivious turn of thought, which per- 
0 2 “ vad« 
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vades all the amorous productions of this celebrated 
author. 

The elegies on fubjeCts of love, particularly the Ars 
Amandi, or Ars Amatoria , though not all uniform in ver- 
fificadon, poffefs the fame general character, of warmth 
of paffion, and lufcious defcription, with the Epiftles now 
mentioned. 


The Fa/?i were divided into twelve books, of which 
only the firft fix now remain. The defign of them was 
to deliver an account of the Roman feftivals in every 
month of the year, with a defcription of the rites and 
ceremonies, as well as the facrifices on thofe occafions. 
It is to be regretted, that, on afubjeCt fo interefting to cu- 
riofity, this valuable work fhould not have been tranf- 
mitted entire, for the information of fucceeding times : 
but in the part which remains, we are furnifhed with a 
beautiful defcription of the ceremonial tranfaCtions in the 
Roman Calendar, from the firft of January to the end of 
June. The verfification, as in all the compofitions of 
this author, is eafy and harmonious. 

The mod popular production of this poet is his Me- 
tamorphofes , not lefs extraordinary for the nature of the 
fubjeCt, than for the admirable art with which the whole 
is conducted. The work is founded upon the traditions 
ami theogony of the ancients, which confilted of various 
detached fables. Thofe Ovid has not only fo happily 
arranged, that they form a-coherent feries of narratives, 
one rihug out of another; but he deferibes the different 
changes with fuch an impofing plaufibility, as to give 
a natural appearance to die molt incredible fiCtions. 

This 
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This ingenious production, however perfect it may ap¬ 
pear, we are told by himfelf, had not received his laft 
corrections when he was ordered into baniihnent. 

In the Ibis, the author imitates a poem of the fame 
name, written by Callimachus. It is an invective againft 
fome perfon who .publicly traduced his character at 
Rome, after his banifhment. A ftrong fenfibility, in¬ 
dignation, and implacable refentment, are confpicuous 
through the whole. 

Tile Trijlia were compofcd in his exile, in which, 
though his vivacity forfook him, he {till retained a genius 
prolific in verfification. In thefe poems, as well as in 
many epiftles to different perfons, he bewails his unhappy 
fituation, and deprecates in the ft range ft terms the inex¬ 
orable difpleafurc of Augultus. 

Several other productions written by Ovid arc now 
loft, and amongft them a tragedy called Medea, of which 
Quintilian expreffes a high opinion. Ovidi^ AL-dea vide- 
tur mi/ii ojlcndere quantum vir ille pr/vjlai c potucrit , Ji in- 
genio fuc temperare qitam indi Igcrc maluifj'ct. Lib. x. c. 1. 

It is a peculiarity iiv the productions of this author, 
that, on whatever he employs his pen, lie exhaufls the 
fubjeCt; not with any prolixity that fatigues tae attention, 
but by a quick fucceflion of new ideas, equally brilliant 
and appofite, often exp relied in antithefes. Void of ob- 
feenity in expreflion, but lafeivious in fentiment, he may 
be faid rather to ftimulate immorally the natural paffions, 
than to corrupt the imagination. Mo poet is-more guided 
in verfification by the nature of his iubjedt than Ovid. 
In common narrative, his ideas arc expreffed with almuft 
Q_3 colloquial 
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colloquial fimplicity ; but when his fancy glows with 
fenriment, or is animated by objedis of grandeur, his 
ftyle is proporlionably elevated, and he rifes to a pitch 
of fublimity. 

No point in ancient hiftory has excited fnch variety 
of conjectures as the banifhment of Ovid ; and after all 
the efforts of different writers to elucidate the fubjedt, the 
caufe of this extraordinary tranfaction remains hitherto 
involved in obfeurity. It may therefore not he improper, 
in this place, to examine the foundation of the fevcral 
conjectures which have been formed, and if they appear 
to be utterly inadmiffible, to attempt a folution of the 
queftion upon principles more conformable to probabi¬ 
lity, and countenanced by hiflorical evidence. 

The oftenftble reafon affigned by Auguftus for banifh- 
jng Ovid, was his corrupting the Roman youth by laf- 
civious publications : but it is evident, from various paf T 
lages in die poet's productions after this period, that there 
was, befides, feme fccret reafon, which would not admit 
of being divulged. He fays in his Tr'iJUa, J-ib. II. I. 

Pcr.iJ.-rh! atm me duo rrhrhe.. earner. if error. 

It appears from another paflage in the fame work, that 
this inviolable arcanum was fomething which Ovid had 
feen, and, as he infinuates, through his own ignorance 
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It feems therefore to be a faft: diffidently edablifhcd, 
that Ovid had feen fomething of a very indecent nature, 
in which Augudus was concerned. What this was, is 
the quedion. Some authors, conceiving it to have been 
of a hind extremely atrocious, have gone fo far as to 
fuppofe, that it mud have been an aid of criminality 
between Auguflus and his own dai ghtcr Julia, who, not- 
with(landing the drift attention paid to her education by 
her father, became a woman of the moft infamous cha¬ 
racter ; fufpefted of incontinence during her marriage 
with Agrippa, but 0]>enly profligate alter her union with 
her next hufband Tiberius. This fuppolition, however, 
rolls entirely upon coiijeftiin., and is notonlv diferedited 
bv its own improbability, but bv a vet mi re foicible argu¬ 
ment. it is certain that Julia was at this time in banilh- 
nicnt for her (Vandalous life. She was about the fame 
age with Tiberius, who was now fortv-feven, and they 
had not cohabited for many years. We know not exaftlv 
the year in which Augudus lent her into exile, but we 
ftiav conclude with confidence, that it happened foon after 
her reparation from Tiberius ; whofc own intcred with 
the emperor, as well as that of his mother T.ivia, could 
not fail of being exerted, if any fueli application was 
neceflarv, towauls removing fiotn t!ie capital a woman, 
who by the notoriety of her proditution reflected dif- 
grace upon all with whom (lie was connected, either by 
blood or alliance. But no application from Tiberius or 
his mother could be ncccdary, when we are adtircd that 
Augudus even prefented to the Senate a narrative rc- 
fpecting the infamous behaviour of his daughter, which 
was read by the Quoedor. He was fo much adiamcd of 
her profligacy, that he for a long time declined all com¬ 
pany, and had thoughts of putting her to death. She was 
baniihed to an ifland on the coad of Campania for live 
Q-4 





years; at the expiration of which period, fhe was re-> 
moved to the continent, and the feverity of her treatment 
a little mitigated ; but though frequent applications ware 
made in her behalf by the people, Auguftus never could 
be prevailed upon to permit her return. 

Other writers have conjectured, that, inftead of Julia 
the daughter of Auguftus, the perfon feen with him by 
Ovid may have been Julia his grand-daughter, who in¬ 
herited the vicious difpofition of her mother, and was on 
that account likewife banifhed by Auguftus. The epoch 
of this lady’s banilhment it is impolEble to afcertain ; and 
therefore no argument can be drawn from that fource to 
invalidate the prefent conjecture. But Auguftus had 
fhewn the fame foiicitude for her being trained up in 
virtuous habits, as he had done in refpect of her mother, 
though in both cafes unufccefsfully; and this confidera- 
tion, joined to the enormity of the fuppofed crime, and 
the great fenftbility which Auguftus had difcovered with 
regard to the infamy of his daughter, feems fufficient to 
exonerate his memory from fo odious a charge. Beiides, 
is it poffible that he could have fent her into banilhment 
for the infamy of her proftituticn, while (upon the fup- 
pofition of inccft) fhe was miftrefs of fo important a 
fecret, as that he himfelf had been more criminal with 
her than any other man iD the empire ? 

Some writers, giving a wider fcope to conjecture, have 
fuppofed the tranfaftion to be of a nature ftill more de- 
teftable, and have even dragged Mecaenas the miniftcr into 
a participation of the crime. Fortunately, however, for 
the reputation of this illuftiious patron of polite learning, 
as well as for that of the emperor, this crude conjeclufe 
may be refuted upon the evidence of chronology- The 
commence- 
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■Commencement of Ovid’s exile happened in the ninth 
year of the Chriftian aera, and the death of Mecsenas, 
eight years before that period. Between this and other 
calculations, we find a difference of three or four years; 
but allowing the utmoft latitude of variation, there in¬ 
tervened, from the death of Mecaenas to the banifbment 
pf Ovid, a period of eleven years; an obfervation which 
fully invalidates the conjedlurc abovcmentioned, 

Having now refuted, as it is prefumed, the opinions of 
different commentators on this fubjeCt, we fhall proceed 
to offer a new conjecture, which feems to have a greater 
claim to probability, than any that has hitherto been fug- 
gefted. 

Suetonius informs us, that Auguftus, in the latter part 
of his life, contradted a vicious inclination for the enjoy¬ 
ment of young virgins, who were procured for him 
from all parts, not only with the connivance, but by the 
clandeftine management of his confort Li via. It has 
therefore probably been with one of thofe victims that he 
was difeovered by Ovid. Auguftus had for many years 
affcCtcd a decency of behaviour, and he would therefore 
naturally be not a little difconcerted at the unfeafonable 
intrufion of the poet. That Ovid knew not of Au- 
guftus’s being in the place, is beyond all doubt: and 
Auguftus’s confcioul'nefs of this circumftancc, together 
with the charaCler of Ovid, would fuggeft ail unfavor¬ 
able fufpicion of the motive which had brought the latter 
thither. AbftraCting from the immorality of the emperor’s 
own conduCt, the incident might he regarded as ludicrous, 
and certainly was more fir to excite the fhame than the 
indignation of the emperor. But the purpofe of Ovid’s 
yifit appears, from his own acknowledgement, to have 
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been not entirely free from blame, though of what na->i 
ture we know not: 

M» etpudem tot am pojfum defendtre ridpam : 

Sed partem noftri criminis error hair/. 

De Trist. Lib. III. EefiS, 5. 

Ovid was at this time turned of fifty, and though bv a 
much younger man he would not have been regarded as 
any object of jealoufv in love, yet by Auguflus, now in 
his fixty-ninth year, he might be deemed a formidable 
rival. This paffion therefore concurring with that which 
arofe from the interruption or difappointment of gratifi¬ 
cation, inflamed the emperor’s refentment, and he refolved 
on banifhing to a diftant country a man whom he con- 
fidered as his rival, and whofe prefence, from what had 
happened, he never more could endure, 

Auguflus having determined on the banifhment of 
Ovid, could find little difficulty in accommodating the 
oflenfible to the fecret and real caufe of this refolution, 

No argument toeftablifh the date of publication, can be 
drawn from the order in which the various productions 
of Ovid are placed in the collection of his works: but 
reafoning from probability, we fhould fuppofc that the 
Ars Amandi was written during the period of his youth ; 
and this feems to be confirmed by the following pafijgo 
in the fecond book of the FajYt ; 

numen ; pnma jireeud lju.i. 

That many years ipfeft have elapfed fincc its original 
publication, is evident from the iubfetjuent lines in the fe¬ 
cond book of the T> ij:';a: 

Mi 




}!os qnoqae jam fridemfmpto peccamimus lino. 

Snppkcium paUtur non noma culpa no-jum. 

Carminaque cdidcram, cum tc ddiBa notamem 
Pratcrii toties jure qrctus cques. 

Jirgo, qutc jtevcm mibi non nocitura pu'.ami 
Scripta parumprudcm, nunc nocture fini t 

With what /how then of jultice, it may he afkcd, 
could Augultus now punifn a fault, which, in his folcnm 
capacity of Cenfor, he had fo long and repeatedly over¬ 
looked ? The anfwer is obvious : in a production fo 
popular as we may be allured the An Amandi was 
amongft the Roman youth, it muft have paffed through 
feverai editions in the courfe of fome years ; and one of 
thofe coinciding with the fatal dii'covery, afforded the 
emperor a fpecious pretext for the execution of his pur- 
pofe. The feverity cxcrcifed on this occafion, however, 
when the poet was fuddenly driven into exile, unaccom¬ 
panied even bv the partner of his bed, who had been his 
companion for many years, was an ad fo incontinent 
with the ufual modelation of Augultus, that we cannot 
juftly aferibe it to any other motive tlrm pcrfonal refent- 
ment; efpecially as this arbitrary puniihment of the au¬ 
thor could anfwer no end of public utility, while the 
obnoxious production remained to affect, if it reallv ever 
did effentially affed, the morals of focietv. If the fenli- 
bility of Auguffus could not thcnccfctth admit of any 
perfonal intercourfe with Ovid, or even of his living 
within the limits of Italy, there would have been little 
danger from the example, in fending into honorable exile, 
with every indulgence which could alleviate fo diftrefsful 
rt nceeffity, a man of refpedable rank in the Hate, who 
was charged with no actual offence againft the laws, 
and wht.fe genius, with all its indifcrction, did immortal 
honor to his country. It may perhaps Lc urged, that. 
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confidering the predicament in which Auguftus Hood, he 
difcovered a forbearance greater than might have been 
expected from an abfolute prince, in fparing the life of 
Ovid. It will readily be granted, that Ovid, in the fame 
circumftances, under any one of the four fubfequent 
emperors, would have expiated the incident with' his 
blood. Auguftus, upon a late occasion, had ftiown him- 
felf equally fanguinary : for he put to death, by the hand 
of Varus, a poet of Parma, named Caflius, on account 
of having written fome fatirical verfes againll him. By 
that recent example, therefore, and the power of pardon¬ 
ing, which the emperor Hill retained, there was fufficient 
hold of the poet’s fecrefy refpe&ing the fatal tranfaclion, 
which, if divulged to the world, Auguftus would repro¬ 
bate as a falfe and infamous libel, andpunilh the author 
accoidingly. Ovid, on his part, was fenfible, that, Ihould 
he dare to violate the important but tacit injunction, the 
imperial vengeance would reach him even on the fliores 
of the Euxine. It appears, however, from a paffage in 
the Ibis, which can apply to no other than Auguftus, 
that Ovid was not fent into banifhmcnt deftitute of pe¬ 
cuniary provifion: 

1)1 melius / quorum loirge mihi maxlmus tile, 

0>ui nofiras ir.opes noluit cjfe mias. 

Huie igitur meritas grates, ubicumque Ucrbti , 

Pro tom manjueto pcP.orefimper agam. 

What fum the emperor bellowed, for the fupport of a 
banifhment which he was refolved Ihould be perpetual, 
it is impoffiblc to afeertain: but he had formerly been 
liberal to Ovid, as well as to other poets. 

If wc might hazard a conjecture, reflecting the fcetie 
of the intrigue which occafioned the banilhment of 
Ovid, we fhould place it in fome tecefs in the einperoi’s 
gardens. 
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gardens. His houfe, though called Palatium, the palace, 
as being built on the Palatine-hill, and inhabited by the 
fovereign, was only a (mail manfion, which had formerly 
belonged to Hortenfius, the orator. Adjoining to this 
place, Auguftus had built the temple of Apollo, which 
he endowed with a public library, and allotted for the 
ufe of poets, to recite their competitions to each other. 
Ovid was particularly intimate with Hyginus, one of 
Auguilus’s freedmen, who was librarian of the temple. 
He might therefore have been in the library, and fpying 
from the window a young female fecreting hcrfelf in the 
gardens, he had the curiolity to follow her. 

The place of Ovid’s banifhment was Tomis, now faid 
to be Babba, a town of Bulgaria, towards the mouth of 
the Iiler, where is a lake ftill called by the natives, 
Ouvidouvt Jefero, the lake of Ovid. In this retirement, 
and the Euxine Pontus, he palled the remainder of his 
life, a melancholy period of feven years. Notwith- 
ftanding the lafeivious writings of Ovid, it docs not ap¬ 
pear that he was in his conduct a libertine. He was three 
times married : his firft wife, who was of mean extrac¬ 
tion, and whom he had married when he was very 
young, he divorced ; the fecond he difmifled on account 
of her immodeft behaviour; and the third appears to have 
furvived him. He had a number of refpedtable friends, 
and feems to have been much beloved by them. 

Tibullus was defeended of an Equellrian family, and 
is faid, but erroneoufly, as will afterwards appear, to have 
been born on the fame day with Ovid. 

Albius 'Tibullus. 

His amiable accomplilhments procured 
him the friendfhipof Meffala Corvinus, whom he accom¬ 
panied in a military expedition to the ifland of Corcyra. 

But 
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But an indifpofition with which he was feized, and a 
natural averfion to the toils of war, induced him to re¬ 
turn to Rome, where he feems to have reiigned himfelf 
to a life of indolence and pleafure, amidll: which he de¬ 
voted a part of his time to the compofition of elegies. 
Elegiac poetry had been cultivated by feveral Greek 
writers, particularly Callimachus, Mimnemius, and Phi— 
letas ; bur, fo far as we can find, had, until the prefent 
age, been unknown to the Romans in their own tongue. 
It confifted of a heroic and pentameter line alternately, 
and was not, like the Elegy of the moderns, ufually ap¬ 
propriated to the lamentation of the dcceafed, but em¬ 
ployed chiefly in compofitions relative to love or friend- 
fhip, and might indeed be ufed upon a! mo ft any fubjedt; 
though, from the limp in the pentameter line, it is not 
fuitable to fublime fubjecls, which require a fnlnefs of 
expreffion, and an expanfion of found. To this fpecies 
of poetry Tibullus reftridled his application ; by which 
he cultivated that fimplicity and tendernefs and agreeable 
eafe of fentiment, which conflitute the characteriflic per- 
fediions of the elegiac Mute. 

In the defeription of rural feenes, die peaceful oesu- 
parions of the field, the charms of domeftic happinefs,- 
and the joys of reciprocal love, fcarccly any poet fur- 
paffes Tibullus in his claims to our applaufe. His luxu¬ 
riant imagination collects the raoft beautiful flowers of 
nature, and he difplavs them with all the delicate attrac¬ 
tion of foft and harmonious numbers. With a dexterity 
peculiar to himfelf, in whatever fubjedt he engages, he 
leads his readers imperceptibly through devious paths of 
pleafure, of which, at the outlet of die poem, they 
could form no conception. He feems to have often 
written without any previous meditation or defign. Se¬ 
veral 
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veral of his elegies may be faid to have neither middle 
nor end: yet the tranfitions are fo natural, and the gra¬ 
dations fo eafy, that though wc wander through Elyfian 
feenes of fancy, the moll heterogeneous in their nature, 
we are fenfible of no defedt in the concatenation which 
has joined them together. It is however to be regretted, 
that, in fome inftances, Tibullus betrays that licentiouf- 
nefs of manners which formed too general a charadlc- 
riftic even of this refined age. His elegies addreffed to 
Meffala contain a beautiful amplification of fentiments 
founded in frierdfliip and efteem ; in which it is difficult 
to fay, whether the virtues of the patron or the genius 
of the poet be more confpicuous. 

Valerius Meflala Corvinus, whom he celebrates, was 
defeended of a very ancient family. In the civil wars 
Which followed the death of Julius Crefar, he joined the 
republican party, and made himfelf mailer of the camp 
of OtSlavius at Philippi; but he was afterwards recon¬ 
ciled to his opponent, and lived to an advanced age in 
favor and efteem with Auguftus. He was diftinguilhed 
not only by his military talents, but by his eloquence, 
integrity and patriotifm. 

From the following paflage in the writings of Tibul¬ 
lus, commentators have conjectured that he was deprived 
of his lands, by the fame prol'cription in which thofe of 
Virgil had been involved : 

Cui fueranl f.a-ji dit antes ordhteftiei 
Horren, fatcuudas ad dtjuientin txejfts, 

Cttique feats den/o pafiebant agmtne colics, 

El domino fans, & nimhtm furtque hfoqtu : 

None tlrJiJetmm fitpertjl: turn ana nuvalar. 

Lib. IV. Ki.. «. 

But 
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Bat this feems not very probable, when we fconfider that 
Horace, feveral years after that period, reprefents him 
as opulent. 

Vi tibi divitias dedcrant , aflemque frueftdi. 

Epist.Lib. I.4. 

* "We know not the age of Tibullus at the time of his 
death ; but in an elegy written by Ovid upon that occa- 
Con, he is fpoken of as a young man. Were it true, 
as is faid by biographers, that he was bom the fame day 
with Ovid, we mull indeed affign the event to an early 
period. For Ovid cannot have written the elegy after 
the forty-third year of his own life, and how long be¬ 
fore, is incertain. In the tenth elegy of the fourth book 
De Trijiibus, he obferves, that the fates had allowed lit¬ 
tle time for the cultivation of his friendfhip with Ti¬ 
bullus. 

Pirgiiium midi tan'.utn: nee avara Tfbulla 
Tempus amici tire fata dedere meat. 

SucceJJbr fait hie tibGall ,;; Propertius illis 
guanas ab bisferie temporis ipfefui. 

Utjue ego majores, Jic me coluere minorcs. 

As both Ovid and Tibullus lived at Rome, were both 
of the Equeftrian Order, and of congenial difpofitions, 
it is natural to fuppofe that their acquaintance commen¬ 
ced at an early period ; and if, after all, it was of flrort 
duration, there would be no improbability in concluding* 
that Tibullus died at the age of fome years under thirty. 
It is evident, however, that biographers have committed 
a miftake with regard to the birth of this poet: for in 
the palTage above cited of the 7 'rifiia, Ovid mentions 
Tibullus as a writer, who, though his contemporary, 
was much older than himfelf. From this paffage, we 
fliould be juflified in placing the death of Tibullus be¬ 
tween the fortieth and fiftieth year of his age, and ra¬ 
ther 
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ther nearer to the latter period : for otherwife, Horace 
would fcarcely have mentioned him in the manner he 
does in one of his Epiftles. 

Albi, mjirorum fermottum candide judex, 

Quidnunc te dicam faccre in reuione PolandT 
Scribere quod Cafsi Parmeujis opufada vinca !; 

An taciturnJtlvas inter reptare Cambers, 

Cutantcm qukquid d.gnum fapiente bonoque ejl f 

Ei-ist. I. 4. 

This fuppofition is in no degree inconlifterit with the 
authority of Ovid, where he mentions him as a young 
man ; for the Romans extended the period of youth to 
the fiftieth year. 

Propertius was horn at Mevania, a town of Umbria, 
feated at the confluence of the Tina and 
Clitumnus. This place was famous for its Propertius. 
herds of white cattle, brought up there for 
facrifice, and fuppofed to be impregnated with that color 
by tlie waters of the river laft mentioned. 

Hue albi, Clitumnc , greges, maxima taunts 

i'iliima,Jape tuo peefuji fiuminc Jacro, 

Romanos ad temp/a Drum duxere triumphos. G. II. 

I lis father is faid by fome to have been a Roman knight, 
and tiiey add, that he was one of thofe who, when. L. 
Antony was ftarved out of Pernfia, were, by the order of 
Octavius, led to the altar of Julius CVefar, and there 
llain. Nothing more is known with certainty, than that 
Propertius loft his father at an early age, and being de¬ 
prived of a great part of his patrimony, betook hitnfelf 
to Rome, where his genius foon recommended him to 
public notice, and he obtained the patronage of Me- 
csenas. From his frequent introduction of liiftorical 
R and 
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and mythological fubjedts inro his poems, he received 
the appellation of “ the Learned.” 

Of all the Latin elegiac peers, Propertius has the juft- 
eft claim to purity of thought and expreflion. He of¬ 
ten draws his imagery from reading, more than from 
the imagination, and abounds lefs in defeription than 
fentiment. For warmth of paffion he is not confpicu- 
ous, and his tendernefs is feldom marked with a great 
degree of fenfibility; but, without rapture, he is animat¬ 
ed, and, like Horace, in the midft of gaiety, he is mo¬ 
ral. The (lores with which learning fupplies him, diver- 
fify as well as illuftrate his fubjedt, while delicacy every 
where difeovers a tafte refined by the habit of reflexion. 
His verfification, in general, is elegant, but not uni¬ 
formly harmonious. 

Tibullus and Propertius have each written four books 
of Elegies; and it has been difputcd which of them is 
fuperior in this department of poetry. Quintilian has 
given his fuffrage in favor of Tibullus, who, fo far as. 
poetical merit alone is the object of confidcration, fecins 
entitled to the preference. 

Gallus was a Roman knight, diftinguilhed not only 
for poetical but military talents. Of his poetry we have 
only fix Elegies, written, in the perfon 

of an oU man > on the fub J ea of old 

age, but which, there is reafon to think, 
were compofed in an earlier part of the author’s life. 
Except the fifth Elegy, which is tainted with immodeftv, 
the others, particularly the firft, are highly beautiful, 
and may he placed in competition with any other pro- 
duftions of the elegiac kind. Gallus was, for fome 
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time, in great favor with Auguftus, who appointed him 
governor of Egypt. It is faid, however, that he not 
only oppreffed the province by extortion, but entered 
into a confpiracy againfl his benefadtor, for which he 
was banifhed. Unable to fuftain fuch a reverie of for¬ 
tune, he fell into defpair, and laid violent hands on him- 
felf. This is the Gallus in honor of whom Virgil com- 
pofed his tenth Eclogue. 

Such are the celebrated productions of the Auguftan 
age, which have been happily preferved, for the delight 
and admiration of mankind, and will fufvive to the lateft 
pofterity. Many mote once exifted, of various merit, 
and of different authors, which have left few or no me¬ 
morials behind them, but have pe riffled promifcuoufly 
amidft the hldifcriminate ravages of time, of accidents,’ 
and of barbarians. Among!! tlie principal authors whofe 
works are loft, are Varius and Valgius; the former of 
whom, befides a panegyric upon Augultus, compofcd 
fome tragedies. According to Quintilian, his Thyeftes 
was equal to any compofition of the Greek tragic poets. 

The great number of eminent writers, poets in parti¬ 
cular, that adorned this age, has excited general admira¬ 
tion, and tire phenomenon is ufually afcribed to a fortu¬ 
itous occurrence, which baffles all enquiry: but we fliall 
endeavor to develop the various caufes which feem to 
have produced this effect; and fliould the explanation 
appear fatisfaflory, it may favor an opinion, that under 
fmiiiar circumflances, if ever they fflould again be com¬ 
bined, a period of equal glory might arife in other ages 
and nations. 


The Romans, whether from the influence of climate. 
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or their mode of living, which in general was temperate, 
werfc endowed with a lively imagination, and, as we be¬ 
fore obferved, a fpirit of enterprife. Upon the final ter¬ 
mination of the Punic war, an:l the conqueft of Greece, 
their ardor, which had hitherto been exercifed in military 
atchievements, was diverted into the channel ot literature; 
and the civil commotions which followed, having now 
ceafed, a frefli impulfe was given to activity in the am¬ 
bitious purfuit of the laurel, which was now only to be 
obtained by glorious exertions of intellect. The beauti¬ 
ful produdtions of Greece operating ftrongly upon their 
minds, excited them to imitation ; imitation, when roufetl 
amongft a number, produced emulation; and emulation 
cherilhed an extraordinary thirft of fame, which, in every 
exertion of the human mind, is the parent of excellence. 
This liberal contention was not a little promoted by the 
falhion introduced at Rome, for poets to recite their com- 
politions in public ; a practice which feems to have been 
carried even to a ridiculous excels.—Such was now the 
rage for poetical compolition in the Roman capital, that 
Horace del'cribes it in the following terms: 


M-nai-i: rr,extern fitJevis, s' ceilet uni 
ScTiitndi jiud.o: fueri fnlr-'/ J :icfeveri 
Frvr.de ton,is mr.S: crcnanl , isf car mix a dill ant. 

Evist. II. 


Seri h mu indoSi dvliiquc foe mat a fajfim. Ibid. 

The thirft of fame abovementioned was a powerful in¬ 
centive, and is avowed both by Virgil and Horace. The 
former, in the fecond book of his Georgies, announces a 
refolution ol rendering himfelf celebrated, if poflible. 


And 
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And Horace, in the conclufion of his firft Ode, exprefles 
himfelf in terms which indicate a fimilar purpoi'e. 

^odfi me lynch vatibm iufera, 

Sublimi feriam ftdeta Venice. 

Even Salluft a hiftorkn, in his introduction to Catiline’s. 
Confpiracy,, fcruplcs not to infinuate the fame kind of 
ambition. Qua mi hi refiius vide tur intend quam virium ■ 
opibus gloriam queer ere-, & quoniam vita ip fa, qua fruimur , 
brevis eji, memoriam noflri quam rnaxumc Ion gam ejjicerc. 

Another circumftance of great importance, towards the 
production of fuch poetry as might live through every 
age, was the extreme attention which the great poets of 
this period difplayed, both in the compofition, and the po- 
lilhing of their works. Virgil, when employed upon the 
Georgies, ufually wrote in the morning, and applied 
much of the fubfequent part of the day to correction and 
improvement. He compared himfelf to a bear, that licks 
Iter cub into form. If this was his regular practice in the 
Georgies, we may juftly fuppofe that it was the fame in 
the ALneid. Yet, after all this labor, he intended to devote 
three years entirely to its farther amendment. Horace 
h.as gone fo far in recommending careful correction, that 
he figuratively mentions nine years as an adequate period 
for that purpofe. • But whatever may be the time, there 
is no precept which he urges either oftencr or more for¬ 
cibly, than a due attention to this important objeCt. 

Scrlpturus. Sat. I. 10. 

--»- Vos, O 

Pomp:l.us Jangu.s, carmen rrprehctuUe , quod non 
Malta d.cs er mtt.'la liturn coXrcuJ, atquc 
R 3 
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Perftaunt decies non cafligavit ad unguent. 

De Art. Poet. 

To the feveral caufes above enumerated, as concurring 
to the great fuperiority of the Auguflan age, with refpedk 
to the productions of literature, one more is to be fubjoin- 
ed, of a nature the mod: eflential; the liberal and unpar¬ 
alleled encouragement given to diftingujfhed talents by 
the emperor and his miniftcr. This was a principle of 
the moil powerful energy: it fanned the flame of genius, 
invigorated every exertion; and the poets who balked in 
the rays of imperial favor, and the animating patronage 
of Mecasnas, experienced a poetic enthufiafm which ap¬ 
proached to real infpiration. 

Having now finifhed the propofed explanation, relative 
to the celebrity of the Auguftan age, we fhall conclude 
with recapitulating in a few words the caufes of this ex¬ 
traordinary occurrence. 

The models, then, which the Romans derived from 
Grecian poetry, were the fineft produdiions of human ge¬ 
nius ; their incentives to emulation were the llrongefl that 
could actuate the heart. With ardor, therefore, and in- 
duftry in compofing, and with unwearied patience in po- 
lifhing their compofitions, they attained to that glorious 
diftinction in literature, which no fucceeding age has ever 
rivalled. 


TIBERIUS 
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I. THE Patrician family of the Claudii (for there 
was a Plebeian family of the fame name, no way inferior 
to the other either in power or dignity), came originally 
from Rcgiili, a town of the Sabines. They removed 
thence to Rome foon after the building of the city, with 
a great body of their dependants, under Titus Tatius, 
who was partner with Romulus in the kingdom, or per¬ 
haps, what is related upon better authority, under Atta 
Claudius, head of the family, fix years after the expulfion 
of the Tarquins ; at which time they were by the Senate 
chofcn into the body of the nobility ; receiving likewife 
from the government lands beyond the Anio, for their 
dependants, and a burying-place for themfelves near the 
Capitol. After this period, in procefs of time, the family 
had the honor of eight and twenty Confullhips, five 
Diclatorfhips, feven Cenforfliips, feven triumphs, and 
two ovations. Their defeendants were diftinguifhed by 
various prtenoraina and cognomina *, byt rejefted by 
confent 

* The Romans were divided into various clans ( Genies ), 
and each Gens into feveral families, {in Familias vel Stirpes). 
Thofe of the fame Gens were called Gentiles, and thofe of the 
fame family, Agnati. Relations by the father’s lide were 
jilfo called Agnati , to diftinguifh them from Cognati, relations 
R 4 only 
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con fen t the prsnomen of Lucius, after two of them with 
that name were convicted, one of robbery and the other 
of murder. Among!! other cognomina, they affumed that 
of Nero, which in the Sabine language fignifies ftrong 
and valiant. 

II. It appears from record, that many of the Claudii 
have performed fignal fcrvices to the Hate, as well as 
committed acts of delinquency. To mention the mod 

■only by the mother’s fide. An Agnaius might alfo be called 
Cegnatus, but not the contrary. 

To mark the different gcntes and families, and (o diftin- 
guilh the'individuals of the fame family, the Romans had 
commonly three names, the Praenomen, Women, and Cognomen. 
The Pramomen was put firft, and marked the individual. 
It was ufually written with one letter; as J. for Aulus ; C. 
'Cains; D. Dccimus: fometimes with two "letters ; as Ap. for 
Appius ; Cn. Cneius ; and fometimes with three ; as Mam. for 
Mamereus. 

The Women was put after the Pranomtn, and marked the 
gens. It commonly ended in ins ; as Julius, Tullius, Cornelius. 
The Cognomen was put laft, and marked the familia ; as Cicero, 
Cafar, Sec. 

Some gentcs feem to have had no furname; as the Ma¬ 
rian : and gens and familia feem fometimes to be put one 
for the other; as the Fatia gens, or Fabia familia. 

Sometimes there was a fourth name, properly called the 
Agnomen, blit fometimes likewife Cognomen, which was added 
upon account of fome illuflrious aftion or remarkable event. 
Thus Scipio was named Vublius Cornelius Scipio Af.canus, 
from the conqueft of Carthage in Africa. For the like 
reafon, his brother was called Lucius Cornelius Scipio Afa- 
ticus. In the fame manner, Fabius Maximus received 
the Agnomen of CunAatar, from h:s checking the impetuofity 
of Hannibal bv declining battle. 
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remarkable only, Appius Ctccus diffuaded the Senate 
from agreeing to an alliance with Pyrrhus, as prejudicial 
to the public. Claudius firft palled the ftrait of Sicily 
with a fleet, and drove the Carthaginians out of the 
ifland. Claudius Nero cut off Afdrubal with a vail army 
upon his arrival in Italy from Spain, before he could join 
his brother Annibal. On the other hand, Claudius Ap¬ 
pius Rcgillanus, one of the Decemvirs, attempted in a 
violent manner, from a criminal paflion, to have a young 
woman, who was free-born, declared by judicial fen- 
tence a Have; a tranfadtion which occalioned a fccond 
reparation of the commons from the Senate. Claudius 
Drufus creeled a flatue of himfclf covered with a crown’ 
in the Forum of Appius, and endeavored by tlte means 
of his dependants to make himfclf mailer of Italy. Clau¬ 
dius Pulchcr, near the coaft of Sicily, when the pullets, 
upon his ufing them in the way of augury, would not 
eat, in contempt of the ominous prefage, funk them in 
the fca, as if he was refolved they fhould di ink at Icall, 
if they would not cat; and immediately engaging the 
enemy, was defeated. Being ordered by the Senate to 
name a Dictator, as if he was refolved to make a jell of 
the public danger, he named his purfujvant Glvcias. Of the 
women of this family, likewife, the annals of the Repub¬ 
lic afford examples equally repugnant to each other. For 
both the Ciaudias were of this family : fhe, who, when 
the Ihip with the holy things appertaining to the Idtran 
mother of the Gods lluck fall upon the fands of the 
Tiber, brought it off, after (he had with a loud voice 
prayed to die Goddefs, “ Follow me if I am chafte 
and flic alfo, that, contrary to the cullom of the Ramans, 
who were not ufed to proceed in diat manner againfl 
women, was tried by the people for treafon; becaiifc, 
when her chariot met iwitli- an accidental obllruclirtil 
from 
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from a great crowd in the ftreets, fhe openly exclaimed, 
“ I wifti my brother Pulcher was alive again, to lofe an¬ 
other fleet, that there might be lefs throng at Rome.” Be- 
fides, it is notorious from the records of pa ft times, that 
all the Clandii, excepting only P. Claudius, who, to ac- 
complilh the banilhment of Cicero, procured a commoner, 
and one likewife younger than liimfelf, to adopt him, 
were always of the Patrician party, as well as great 
flicklers for the honor and power of that Order ; and fo 
violent and obftinate in their oppofitioi) to the commons, 
that not one of them, even in the cafe of a trial for life by 
the people, would ever condefcend to put on mourning, 
according to cuftom, or make any fupplication to them 
for favor; and fome of them, in their contefts with the 
commons, have even proceeded to lay hands on their 
Tribunes, A Vellal virgin likewife of the family, when 
her brother was refolved to have the honor of a triumph 
in fpite of the authority of the people to the contrary, 
mounted the chariot with him, and attended him into 
the Capitol, to prevent the Tribunes from interp.qfipg to 
forbid it. 

HI. From this family Tiberius Csefar is defcended, and. 
indeed both by the father and mother’s fide; by the for-, 
mer from Tiberius Nero, and by the latter from Ap- 
pius Pulcher, who were both fons of Appius Cscus. He 
likewife belonged to die family of the Livii, by the adop¬ 
tion of his mother’s grand-father into it: which family, 
though plebeian, made a diftinguifhed figure, having had 
■the honor of eight Confulfhips, two Cenforfhips, three 
triumphs, one Di&atorfhip, and the office of Matter of 
the Horfe ; and was famous for eminent men, particularly 
Salinator and the Drufi- Salinator, in his Cenforfhip, 
put a mark of infamy upon all the tribes, for their incon- 
ftancy 
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ftancy in making him Conful a fecond time, and Cenfor, 
though they had condemned and fined him after his firft 
Confulfliip. Drufus procured for himfelf and his poileri- 
ty a new furname, by killing in clofe fight Draufus, a 
general of the enemy. He is likewife faid to have re¬ 
covered, when Pro-prsetor in the province of Gaul, the 
gold which had been formerly given to the Senones, in 
the fiege of the Capitol, and had not, as is reported, been 
forced from them by Camillus. His great-great-grand- 
fon, who for his extraordinary fervices againft the Gracchi, 
was ftyled the patron of the Senate, left a fon, who, pro- 
je&ing a variety of fchemes, during a fimi'iar djflenlion, 
was murdered in a treacherous manner by the oppofit? 
party. 

IV. But the father of Tiberius Csefar, being Quasftor 
to C. Cffifar, and commander of the fleet in the war of 
Alexandria, contributed greatly to the fuccefs of it. He 
was therefore made one of the high-priefts i.a the room qf 
p.Scipio; and was fent to fettle forne colonies in Gaul,and 
amongft the reft thofe of Narbonne and Arles. After the 
death of C*far, however, when the reft or the Senators, 
for fear of public difturbances, were for having the tranf- 
adtion buried in oblivion, he even moved exprefslv the 
houfe for rewarding thofe who had killed the tyrant. 
When his Prasiorfhip was expired, upon occafion of a 
difturbance breaking out amongft the Triumviri, in the 
end of the year, he kept the badges of his office beyond 
the legal time ; and following L. Autonius the Conful, 
brother to the Triumyir, to Perufia, though the reft fub- 
mitted, yet he by himfelf continued firm to the party, and 
got off firft to Prasnefte, and then to Naples ; whence, 
having in vain invited the flaves to liberty, he fled over to 
Sicily. But conceiving refentqient at not beipg imme- 
8 diately 
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diafely admitted into the prefence of Sextus Pompey, a-ndt 
being bjfides forbid the ufe of the Falces,. he went over 
into Ac$aia to M. Antony ; with whom, upon a recon- 
eil iaiioa foon after brought about amongft the. feveral 
contending patties,, he returned to Rome ; and, at the re¬ 
tried. e' Aygu.ftus, gave up to lrim his wife Livia Dru-. 
ijjl.a, though fhe was then big with child, and had before 
bp me him a fon. He died not long after; leaving be¬ 
hind him, two fons, Tiberius and Drufus. Nero., 

Y. Seme have imagined that Tiberius was born at- 
fundi, but upon a trifling foundation for the conjeclu-e, 
l)eqa.ufe his. mother’s grandmother was of fundi, and that, 
die image of Good Fortune was by a decree of the Senate 
creded ii} a public place in that town. But according 
tjp. the gr sate ft number of writers, and thofe too of the 
heft authority, he was bom. at Rome, in the Palatium,- 
Upon the fi-xteenth of the Calends, of December., when M. 
.^Emiiius Lepidus was fecond time Conful, with L. Mu¬ 
lattos PlanGus, after the battle of Philippi ; for fo it is. 
segifter.ed. in the. calendar, and the public ads. Accord¬ 
ing to.foeie,. however, he was bom the preceding year, 
iji, tftS Copfulfhip of Hirtips and Panfa; and otliers fay, 
ifrthe year, following, during the Confullhip of Servilius 
Ilauricus.and Antony. 

YF, His infancy and childhood-were palled amidft a 
^r-eat- dtaJ. of danger and trouble. He accompanied his 
parents.ev.ery where in their flight, and had like to have 
betrayed; them by his crying at Naples, as they were pri¬ 
vately making towards their fhip, upon the enemy’s 
breaking into.the town:- once, when he was taken from 
l)is nurfe’s. breaft, and again,, from his mother’s bofom, 
by. fpme of the company, who on that hidden emergency 
wiljiqd. 
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Vi'fhed to eafe the women "of their burden. Being 'cat- 
Tied through Sicily and Achaia, and entrufted feme time 
to the care of the Lacedsemonians, who were under the 
protection of the Ciaudian family. Upon his departure 
thence by night, he ran the hazard of his life, by a firs 
fuddenly burfting out of a wood on all hands, which f»N 
rounded the whole company fo clofely, that part of Li- 
via’s deaths and hair were burnt. The prefents which, 
were made him by Pompeia, filler to Sextus Pompcv, ift 
Sicily, via. a cloak, a clafp, and golden bullae, arc drill etrt 
tant, and fliewn at Baite to this day. After his return to 
the city, being adopted by M. Gallius, a Senator, in his 
will, he entered upon the eftatc; but loon after declined 
the ufe of his name, becaufc Gallius had been of the party 
‘againft Auguftus. When only nine years of age, he 
pronounced a funeral oration in praife of his father upon 
the Roftra ; and afterwards, when he had nearly attained 
the age of manhood, he attended the chariot of Auguftus, 
in his triumph for the vi&ory at Adtium, riding upon the 
outfide horfe of his chariot on the left hand, whilft Mar* 
cellus, Odlavia’s fon, rode upon the right. He like wife 
prefided at the games celebrated upon account of that 
victory; and in the' Trojan games intermixed with the 
Circenftan, he commanded a troop of the talleft bovs. 

VII. After a Homing the manly habit, he fpent hi« 
youth, and the reft of his life until he came to the go* 
vernment, in the following manner. He gave the people 
an entertainment of gladiators, in memory of his father, 
and another for his grandfather Drufus, ar different times 
and in different places: the firft in the Forum, th‘e fe* 
cond in the amphitheatre; fome gladiators who had been 
honorably difeharged, being induced'to engage again, by 
a reward of a hundred thoufand fefterccs. He likewife 
prefented 
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prefented the public with plays, but was not prefent hiiflfelf.' 
All thefe he did in a fplendid manner, at the charge of his 
mother and father-in law. He married Agrippina, the 
daughter of M. Agrippa, and grand-daughter of Ceci¬ 
lias Atdcus, a Roman knight, the fame perfon to whom 
Ciceto has addrefled fo many epiftles. After he had by her 
his fon Drufus, he was obliged to part with her, though 
fhe retained his affe&ion, and was again pregnant, to marry 
Auguftus’s daughter Julia. But this he did with extreme 
reluctance ; for, betides having the warmed attachment 
to Agrippina, he was difgufted with the behaviour of 
Julia, who had made indecent advances to him during 
the life-time of her former hufband ; and that (he was a 
woman of fuch a character, was the general opinion of 
her. After the divorce of Agrippina he felt the deeped 
regret; and upon meeting her afterwards, he looked af¬ 
ter her with eyes fo paffionately expreffive of affedfion, 
that care was taken fhe fhould never come more in his 
light. At firft, however, he lived quietly and happily 
with Julia: but a rupture foon enfued ; which became fo 
violent, that, after the lofs of their fon, who' was born at 
Aquileia, and died an infant, he never would fleep with 
her more. He loft his brother Drufus in Germany, and 
brought his body to Rome, travelling all the way on foot 

VIII. In his firft eflavs in the offices of civil life* he 
pleaded the feveral caufcs of king Archelaus, the Tral- 
lians, and Tbeffalians, before Auguftus, who fat as 
judge at the trial of them.- He interceded with the Se¬ 
nate in behalf of the Laodiceans, the Thyatircans, and 
Chians, who had faltered greatly by an earthquake, and 
folicited relief of the Romans. He profecutei Fannius 
Cxpio, who bad been engaged in a coulpiracy with 
Yarro- 
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Varro Mursena againft Auguftus, and procured fentence 
of condemnation againft him. During thefe tranfadlions, 
he had a douhle charge upon his hands, that of fupplying 
the city with corn, which was then very icarce, and 
that of purging the work-houfes throughout Italy ; the 
matters of which were fallen under an odious fufpicion 
of feizing and keeping confined, not only travellers, but 
thofe whom the fear of being obliged to fervc in the 
•wars, had driven to feek refuge in fuch places. 

IX. He made his firft campaign in the war of Can¬ 
tabria, in quality of a Tribune. Afterwards he led an 
army into the Eaft, where he reftored the kingdom of 
Armenia to Tigranes ; and being feated upon a tribunal, 
put a crown upon his head. He likewife received from 
the Parthians the ftandards which they had taken from 
CrafTus. He next governed, for near a year, the pro¬ 
vince of Gallia Comata, which was then in great dis¬ 
order, on account of the incurftons of the barbarians, 
and the feuds of the grandees. He afterwards commanded 
in the Several wars againft the Rhsetians, Vindelicians, 
Pannonians, and Germans. In the Rhsetian and Vinde- 
lician wars, he Subdued the nations in the Alps ; and in 
the Pannonian, the Bruci and the Dalmatians. In the 
German war, he tranfplanted into Gaul forty thou- 
fand of the enemy that had Submitted, and affigned them 
lands near the banks of the Rhine. For thefe actions, 
he entered the city in ovation, but mounted on a cha¬ 
riot, and is faid by fome to have been the firft that ever 
was honored with this diftindtion. He entered very 
young upon the public offices of ftate ; and ran through 
the Quaeftorfhip, Pnetorfhip, and Confulate almoft fuc-, 
ceffiveiy. After fome interval, he was chofen Conful a 



^56, TH;E LIFE OF 

fecond time, and held the Tribunirian authority during 

five years. 

X. In the midil of all his profperity, in the prime of 
his years, and a good Hate of health, he all on a fudden 
.formed a refolution to withdraw to a great diflance from 
• R,ome. It is uncertain whether this was owing to any 
cqnfideration of his wife, whom he neither durft com¬ 
plain of, nor divorce, and with whom the connexion be¬ 
came every day more intolerable ; or to prevent that in¬ 
difference towards him, which his conftant reftdence ill 
the city might in time produce ; or to the hope of fup- 
porting and improving by abfence bis authority in the 
flare, if the public fhould have occafion for his fervice. 
§ome are of opinion, that bccaufe Auguflus’s fons were 
now grown up to years of maturity, he voluntarily re- 
bnquifhed the poffeflion he had long enjoyed of the fecond 
poll in die government, as Agrippa had done before 
him ; who, when M. Marcell us was advanced to public 
offices, retired to Mitylenc, that he might not feem to 
fhr.d in the way of his promotion, or in any refpedi 
IcGen him by his prefence. The fame reafon likewife 
Tiberius gave afterwards for his retirement; but his pre¬ 
text at this time was, that he was fatiated with honors, 
and defirous of being relieved from the fatigue of bufi- 
ffnefs ; requefting therefore that he might have leave to 
withdraw. And neither die earneft entreaties of his mo¬ 
ther, nor the complaints of his father-in-law in the Se¬ 
nate, that he was deferred by him, could prevail upon 
him to alter his refolution. Upon their perlifling in the 
detign of detaining him, he refufed to take any fufle- 
nance for four days together. At laft, having obtained 
permiffion, he quitted the city with his wife and fan, and 
went 
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Went immediately for Oftia, without fpeaking a word to 
any perfon that waited upon him thither ; and faluted but 
very few at parting; 

XL From Oftia coafting along Campania, upon ad¬ 
vice of Auguftus’s being taken ill, he flopped a little ; but 
this circumftance giving rife to a rumor that he ftaid with 
a view to fomething extraordinary, he refumed his voy¬ 
age, and with the wind almoft full againft him arrived 
at Rhodes ; having been much taken with the pleafant- 
nefs and wholfomenefs of the ifland, from the time of his 
landing there in his return from Armenia. Here con¬ 
tenting himfelf with a moderatehoufc, and a country-feat 
not much larger, near the town, he led entirely a private 
life ; taking his walks fometiines about the Gymnafia *; 
without any fcrvant to attend him, and returning the 
civilities of the Greeks with almoft as much complaifance 
ns if he had been upon a level with them. One morn¬ 
ing in fettling the rout of his diurnal excurfion, he hap¬ 
pened to fay, that he ihould vifit all the fick people in 
town. This being not rightly underftood by thofe about 
him, the fick people were brought into a public portico, 
and ranged in order, according to their feveral diftem- 
pers. Being extremely embarrafled by this unexpected 
occurrence, he was for fonts time irrefolute how be 
Ihould act; but at laft be determined to go round them 
all, and made an apology for the miftake even to the 
meaneft amongft them, and fuch as were entirely unknown 
to him. One inftancc only is mentioned, in which he 
appeared to exercife his Tribuuitian authority. Being a 

* The Gymnafia were places of exercife, and received 
their denomination from a Greek word fignifying a ahiJ', 
becaufe the contending parties wore nothing but drawers. 

S conftant 
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conftant attendant upon the fchools and auditories of the 
profeffors of the liberal arts, upon occafion of a quarrel 
amongft the counter-fophifters, in which he interpofed to 
reconcile them, fome perfon took the liberty to abufe 
him as partial in the affair. Upon this, withdrawing 
privately home, he fuddenty returned with his officers at¬ 
tending him, fummoned before him, by a public crier, the 
perfon who was the objeft of his refentment, and order¬ 
ed him to be carried to prifon. Afterwards he received 
advice that his wife Julia had been condemned for her 
lewdnefs and adultery, and that a bill of divorce had been 
fent to her in his name, by the authority of Auguftus. 
Though he fecretlv rejoiced at this intelligence, he 
thought it incumbent upon him, in point of decency, to 
interpofe in her behalf by frequent letters to Auguftus, 
and to allow her to retain the prefenls which he had made 
her, notwithftanding the little regard (lie merited of 
him. When the time of Tribunitian authority expired, 
declaring at laft that he had no other objedl in his retire¬ 
ment than to avoid all fufpicion of rivalfhip with Caius 
and Lucius, he petitioned, that, lince he was now fecure 
in that refpeft, as they were come to the age of man¬ 
hood, and would eafily maintain themfelves in the pof- 
feffion of the fecond polls of government, he might be 
permitted to vilit his friends, whom he was very defirous 
of feeing. But his requell was denied ; and he was ad- 
vifed to lay slide all concern for his relations, whom 
he had left with fuch eagernefs for reparation. 

XII. He therefore continued at Rhodes much againll 
his will, obtaining with difficulty, bv his mother, the 
title ot Augullus's lieutenant, to conceal his difgracc. 
He thenceforth lived however not only as a private per¬ 
fon, but in danger and perplexity, retiring up into the 
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Country, and avoiding the viGts of thofe who failed that 
way, which were very frequent; for no One palled for 
the command of an army; or government of a province 
in thofe parts, without putting in at Rhodes. But there 
were other reafons which gave him yet greater difturh- 
ance. For paffing over into Samos, upon a vifit to iris 
ftep-fon Caius, who had been made a governor in the 
Eaft, he found him prepoflefled againft him; by the in- 
finuations of M. Lollius, his'companion and director. 
He likewife fell under a fufpicion of fending by fome 
captains who had been promoted by himfelf, upon their 
return to the camp after a furlough, dark kinds of mef- 
fages to feveral perfons there, as if intended to found 
them how they were difpofed to revolt. This jealoufy 
refpefting his defigns being intimated to him by Augus¬ 
tus, he begged repeatedly that fome perfon of any of the 
three Orders might be placed as a fpy upon him in every 
thing he either faid or did. 

XIII. He laid aGde likewife his ufual exercifes of rid¬ 
ing and arms; and quitting the Roman habit, made ufe 
of the Pallium and Crepida*. In this condition he con¬ 
tinued almoil two years, becoming daily more contempt¬ 
ible and odious ; infomuch that the NemaufenGans pull¬ 
ed down all die images and ftatues of him in their town. 
Upon mention being made of him at Caius’s table, one 
of the company faid to that governor, “ I will go over 
to Rhodes immediately, if you deGre me, and bring you 
the head of the exilefor that was the appellation now 
given him. Thus alarmed not only by apprchenGons, 
but real danger, he renewed his folicitations for leave to 
return ; and feconded by the raofl urgent fupplications of 


* A low flioe, or flipper. 
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his-mother, he at laft obtained his requeft ; to which an 
accident fomewhat contributed. Auguftus had refolved 
to determine nothing in the affair, but with the confent 
of his eldeft fon. The latter was at that time out of hu¬ 
mor with M. Lollius, and therefore eafily engaged to a 
compliance in favor of his father-in-law. Caius thus 
acquiefcing in the meafure, he was recalled, but upon 
condition, that he (hould take no concern whatever in 
the adminiflration of affairs. 

XIV. He returned to Rome after an abfence of near 
eight years, with great and confident hopes of his future 
elevation, which from his youth he had entertained from 
various prodigies and predictions. For Livia, when 
pregnant with him, being anxious to difcover, by differ¬ 
ent ways of divination, whether her offspring would be 
a fon s amongft the reft took an egg from a hen that was 
fitting, and kept it warm with her own hands, and her 
maids’ by turns, until a fine cock-chicken with a large 
comb was hatched. Scribonius the aftrologer predicted 
great things of him when he was but a child. “ He 
will come,” faid the prophet, “ in time to be a king too, 
but without the ufual badge of royal dignitythe dig¬ 
nity of the Csefars being as yet unknown to the world. 
As he was going upon his firft expedition, and leading 
liis army through Macedonia for Syria, the altars which 
had been confecrated at Philippi by the victorious legions 
blazed out of themfelvcs all on a fudden with fire. Soon 
after, as he was marching to Illyricum, he called to 
confult the Oracle of Geryon at Patavium ; and having 
drawn a lot by which he was defired to throw golden 
tali into the fountain of Aponus, for an anfwer to his 
enquiries, he did fo, and the higheft numbers came up. 
And thofe very tali are frill to be feen at the bottom of 
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the fountain. A few days before bis leaving Rhodes, 
an eagle, a bird never before feen in that ifland, fat all 
day long upon the top of his houfe. And the day before 
he received advice of the permiffion granted him to re¬ 
turn, as he was changing his cloaths, his tunic appeared 
to be all on fire. He then likewife had a remarkable 
proof of the fkill of Thrafyllus the aftrologer, whom, for 
his proficiency in philofophical refearches, he had taken 
into his family. For upon fight of the fliip that brought 
the advice, he faid, good news was coming: whereas 
every thing going wrong before, and quite contrary to 
expectation, Tiberius had intended that very moment to 
throw him into the fea, as an impoftor, and one to whom 
he had too haflily entrufted his fecrets. 

XV. Upon his return to Rome, having introduced his 
fon Drufus into the Forum, he immediately removed 
from Pompey’s houfe in the Carinas, to the gardens of 
Mectenas in the El'quilite, and refigned himfelf entire-' 
ly to his eafe, performing only the common offices 
of civility in private life, without any preferment in 
the government. But Caius and Lucius being both 
carried off in the fpace of three years, he was adopt¬ 
ed by Auguflus with their brother Agrippa; being 
obliged in the firft place to adopt Germatiieus, his bro¬ 
ther’s fon. After this, he never more a£fed as mafter of 
a family, nor exercifed in the fmalleft degree the rights 
which he had loft by adoption. Fqr he neither difpofed 
of any thing in the way of gift, nor manumifed a flave; 
nor fo much as received any eftate left him by will, nor 
any legacy without reckoning it as a part of his pccu- 
lium or property held under his father. From that day 
forward, nothing was omitted that might contribute to 
the advancement of his grandeur, and much more, when> 
S 3 upon 
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upon the difcarding and banifhing of Agrippa, it was 
evident that the hope of fuceflion refted upon him alone. 

XVI. The Tribunitian authority was again conferred 
upon him for five years, and a commi.Tion given him to 
fetde the ft ate of Germany. The amballadors of the 
Parthians, after having had an audience of Auguftus, were 
ordered to apply to him likewife in his province. But 
upon advice of an infurreCtion in Illyricum, he went 
over to fuperintend the management of that new war, 
which ptoved the moll: dangerous of all the foreign wars, 
fince the Carthaginian. This he conducted during three 
years, with fifteen legions and an equal number of auxi¬ 
liary forces, under great difficulties, and an extreme fear- 
city of com. And though he was feveral times defired 
to come home, he neverthelefs perfifted; fearing led an 
enemy fo powerful, and likewife fo near, fhould fall 
upon them in their retreat. This refolution was attend¬ 
ed with goqd fuccefs ; for he at laft reduced to complete 
fubjection all Illyricum, lying betwixt Italy and the 
kingdom of Noricum, Thrace, Macedonia, the river 
Danube, and the Adriatic gulf. 

XVII. The glory he acquired by thefe tranfadlions 
received an encreafe from the conjuncture in which they 
happened. For almoil about that very time Quintilius 
Varus was cut off with three leg’ions in Germany ; and 
it was generally believed that the victorious Germans 
would have joined the Pannonians, had not the war of 
Illyricum been previoufly concluded. A triumph there¬ 
fore, exclufive of many other great honors, was decreed 
him. Some propofed that he fhould have the appella¬ 
tion of “ Pannonicus,” others that of “ Invincible,” and 
ethers, of “ Dutiful.” But with refpeCt to any of thclh 

appella- 
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appellations Auguftus interpofed, as unneceflary ; engag¬ 
ing for him that he would be fatisfied with what he 
fhould leave him at his death. He poftponed his tri¬ 
umph, becaufe the flatc was at that time under great 
affliction for the difafter of Varus and his army. Ne- 
verthelefs, he entered the city in a tiiumphal robe, with 
a crown of laurel on his head, and mounted a tribunal in 
the Septa, whilft the Senate gave their attendance (land¬ 
ing, and fat with Auguflus betwixt the two Confuls ; 
whence, after he had paid his refpeCts to the people, he 
was attended by them on a vilit to the feveral temples. 

XVIII. Next year he went again to Germany, where 
finding that the defeat of Varus had happened through 
the ralhnefs and negligence of the commander, lie thought 
proper to be guided in every thing by the advice of a 
council of war : whereas at other times, he ufed to fol¬ 
low the didtates of his own judgment, and confidcred 
himfelf alone as fufficiently qualified for the direction of 
affairs. He likewife took more care than ufual. Being 
to pafs the Rhine, and having given particular orders 
about provifions for the army, he would not fuffer the 
waggons to go over, until he had fearched them at the 
water-fide, to fee that thev carried nothing but what was 
permitted or neceffary. Beyond the Rhine, fuch was 
his way of living, that he would eat fitting on the bare 
ground ; often lie all night without a tent; and his regu¬ 
lar daily orders, as well as thole upon fudden emergen¬ 
cies, he gave all in writing, with this injunClion, that 
in cafe of anv doubt as to tile meaning of them, they 
fhould apply to him for fatisfaClion, even at any hour of 
the night. 

%IX. He maintained the ftriCteft difeipline amongft 
S 4 the 
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die troops; reviving many old cuftoms relative to the 
punilhing and difgracing of offenders; fetting a mark of 
infamy even upon a lieutenant-general, for fending a 
few foldiers with a freedman of his beyond the river a 
hunting. Though it was his defire to leave as little as 
poffible in the power of fortune pr accident, yet he al¬ 
ways felt a ftronger impulfe to engage the enemy, as of¬ 
ten as upon his reading by night, his lamp fell and went 
out of itfelf, confiding, as he faid, in an omen which 
had been fully evinced by himfelf and his anceltors in 
the command of armies. But after all his fuccefs in 
the war, he was very near being affaflinated by a Bruc- 
terian, who mixing with thofe about him, and being dif- 
covered by his trepidation, was put to the torture, and 
confefled that he had entertained a defign upon his life. 

XX. After two years he returned from Germany to 
town again, and celebrated the triumph which he had 
deferred, attended by his lieutenant-generals, for whom 
he had procured the honor of triumphal ornaments. Be¬ 
fore he turned up to the Capitol, he alighted from his 
chariot, and threw himfelf at his father's feet, who fat 
by to fuperintend the folemnity. Bato the Pannonian 
general he fent loaded with rich prefents to Ravenna, in 
gratitude for his having fuffered him and his army to 
inarch off, from a place where he had fo enclofed them 
that they were entirely at his mercy. He afterwards 
gave the people a dinner at a thoufand tables, befides 
thirty fefterccs to each man. He likewife dedicated the 
temple of Concord ; as alfo that of Caftor and Pollux, 
which had been erected out of the fpoils of the war, in 
his own and his brother’s name. 

XXI. A law being not long after preferred and pa fled 

by 



TIBERIUS NERO CiESAR. 0 . 6 $ 

by the Confuls for his being joined with Auguftus in the 
adminiftratron of the provinces, and likewife to take the 
Cenfus with him, upon the concluiion of that affair, 
he went into Illyricum. But being haftilv recalled, 
whilft he wqs yet upon his journey, he found Auguftus 
alive indeed, but pad: all hopes of recovery, and was 
with him in private a whole day. I know, it is gene¬ 
rally believed, that upon Tiberius's quitting the room, 
after their private conference, thofe who were in wait¬ 
ing over-heard Auguftus fay, “ Ah! unhappy Roman 
people, that are like to be in the jaws of fuch a flow- 
grinding bcaft.” Nor am I ignorant of its being report-, 
ed by fome, that Auguftus fo openly and undifguifedly 
condemned the fournefs of his temper, that fometimes 
upon his coming in, he would break ofF any jocular con-, 
verfation in which he was engaged; and that he was 
only prevailed upon by the importunity of his wife to 
adopt him ; or actuated with an ambitious view of re¬ 
commending his own memory from a comparifon with 
fuch a fucceffor. Yet I mull be of opinion, that a prince . 
fo extremely circumfpeift and prudent as he was, cfpe- 
cially in an affair of fo great importance, did nothing 
raflily ; but that, upon weighing the vices and virtues of 
Tiberius with each other, he judged the latter to prepon¬ 
derate ; and this the rather fince he fwore publicly in an 
affembly of the people, that “ he adopted him for the 
public good.” Betides, in feveral of his letters, he ex¬ 
tols him as a confummate general, and the foie fecurity 
of the R.oman people. Of fuch declarations I fubjoin the 
following inftances ; “ Farewell, my dear Tiberius, and 
may fuccefs attend you, whilft you command for me 
and the Mufes. Farewell, my moll dear, and (let me 
profper according to myfincerity) mod gallant man, and 
accomplifhed genera],” Again. “ The difpofnion of 
your 
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your fummer-quarters ? In truth, my dear Tiberias, I 
do not think, that amidft fo many difficulties, and with 
an army fo little difpofed for adlion, any one- could have 
behaved more prudently than you have done. All thofe 
likewife who were with you, acknowledge that verfe 
applicable to you 

Units homo nobis vigilando reftituit rem. 

This man by vigilance reftor’d the Hate. 

“ Whether,” fays he, any thing happens that requires 
more than ordinary confederation, or I am out of humor 
upon any occafion, I ftill, by Hercules, long for my 
dear Tiberius; and thofe lines of Homer frequently oc¬ 
cur to my thoughts 

Tsts J 3 imopuvoto kcu ex irvpof atiofizvcto 

A ft$a mrhrcufiev, estei ste/ji oioe vm<rou. 

Bold from his prudence, I could ev’n afpire 

To dare with him the burning rage of fire. 

“ When I hear and read that you are much impaired 
by the continued fatigues you undergo, let me die if it 
don’t fet my whole body a trembling. And I beg you 
to fpare vourfelf, left, if ,ve fhould hear of your being 
ill, the news prove fatal both to me and your mother, 
and the Roman empire Ihould be endangered. It matters 
nothing whether I be well or no, if you be not well. I 
pray heaven preferve you for us, and blefs you with 
health both now and ever, if the Gods have any rega rd 
for the Roman people.” 

XXII. He did not make the death of Auguftus public, 
until he had taken off young Agrippa. He was llain by 
4 Tribune who commanded the guard about him, upon 
reading 
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reading a written order for that purpofe : which order, it 
was then a doubt, whether Auguftus left behind him at his 
death, to prevent any occafion of public difturbance after 
his deceafe, or Livia had iflued it, and whether with the 
knowledge of Tiberius or not. When the Tribune came 
to inform him that he had executed his command, he 
replied, i! I commanded you no fuch thing, and you 
mud anfwer for it to the Senateavoiding, as it 
feems, the odium of the adl for that time. For the af¬ 
fair was buried in lilence. 

XXIII. Having fummoned the Senate to meet, by vir¬ 
tue of his Tribunitian authority, and begun a fpcech to 
them relative to the ftate of public affairs, he fetched a deep 
figh, as if unable to fupport himfelf under his affliction; 
wifhed that not only his voice but his breath too might 
fail him, and gave his fpeech to his fon Drufus to read. 
Auguftus’s will was then brought into the houfc, and 
read by a freedman ; none of the witnefles to it being ad¬ 
mitted, but fuch as were of the Senatorian Order, the reft 
owning their hand-writing without doors. The will 
began thus: “ Since my ill fortune has deprived me of 
my two fons Caius and Lucius', let Tiberius Cat far be 
heir to two thirds of my cftatc.’’ Thcfe words counte¬ 
nanced the fufpicion of thofe who were of opinion, that 
Tiberius was appointed fucceffor more out of neceffity 
than choice, lince Auguftus could not refrain from pre¬ 
facing his will in that manner. 

XXIV. Though he made no fcruple to affume and 
exercifc immediately the imperial authority, by giving 
orders that he might be attended by the guards, which 
were the fecurity and badge of the fupremc power ; yet he 
affedled, by a moil impudent piece of grimace, to refufe it 
for 
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for a long time ; one while fharply reprehending his 
friends who entreated him to accept it, as little knowing 
what a monfler the government was; another while 
keeping in fufpenfe the Senate, that requeued the fame 
of him, and threw themfelves at his feet, by ambiguous 
anfwers, and a crafty kind of dilhinulation; infomuch that 
fome were out of patience, and one during the confu- 
fion of the houfe upon this occafion cried out, “ Either 
let him accept it, or decline it at once and a fecond told 
him to his face, “ Others are flow to perform what they 
promife, but you are flow to promife what you actually 
perform.” At laft, as if perfe&ly forced to it, and com¬ 
plaining of that miferable load of flavery that was laid 
upon him, he accepted the government, hut yet in fuch 
a manner, as to give hopes of his rgfigning it fome time 
or other. The words he ufed upon diis occafion were 
thefe : “ Until the time Ihall come, when ye may think; 
it reafonable to give fome reft to my old age.” 

XXV. The caufe of his demurring fo much upon the 
occafion, was his fear of the dangers which threatened 
him on all hands ; infomuch that he faid, “ I have got a 
•wolf by the ears.” For a Have of Agrippa’s, Clemens 
by name, had drawn together a coniiderable force to re¬ 
venge his mafter’s death ; L. Scribonius Libo, a Sena¬ 
tor of die firft diftin&ion, was fecretly attempting a re¬ 
bellion ; and the troops both in lllyricum and Germany 
were all in an uproar. Both armies infilled upon high 
demands, particulaily that their pay Ihould be made equal 
to that of the guards at Rome. The army in Germany 
absolutely refufed to acknowledge a prince who was not 
of their own chooling; and urged with all polfible im¬ 
portunity Germanicus, who commanded them, to take 
the government upon him, though he obftinately refulec] 
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it. It was Tiberius’s appvehenfion from this quarter* 
that made him beg of the Senate to affign him fome part 
only in the adminiftration, fuch as they (lionld judge 
proper, fince no man could be fufficient for the whole, 
without one or more to affift him. He pretended like- 
wife to be in a bad (late of health, that Germanicus 
might the more patiently wait in hopes of fpeedily fuc- 
ceeding him, or at lead of being taken into a (hare of 
die adminiftration. When the mutinies in the armies 
were fuppreffed, he got by ftratagem Clemens into his 
hands. That he might not begin his reign by an a£l of 
feverity, he did not call Libo to an account before the 
Senate until his fecond year, being content, in the mean 
time, with taking proper precautions for his own fecurity. 
For upon Libo’s attending a facrilice amongft the high- 
priefts, inftead of the ufual knife, he ordered one of 
lead to be given him ; and when he defiled a private con¬ 
ference with him, he would not grant his requeft, but 
upon the condition that his fon Drufus fhould be prefent; 
and as they walked together, lie held him faft by the 
right hand, under the pretence of leaning upon him, un¬ 
til the converfation was over. 

XXVI. When he was delivered from his apprehen- 
fions, his behaviour at firft was unaffuming, not much 
above the level of a private perfon ; and of the many 
and great honors offered him, he accepted but few, and 
fuch as were very moderate. His birth-day, which 
happened to fall in the time of the Plebeian Circenfian 
games, he with difficulty fullered to be honored by the 
•addition of a (ingle chariot, drawn with only two horfes. 
fie forbid temples, Flainens, or priefts to he appointed for 
him, as likewife the creflion of any flatucs or effigies for 
him, without his periniffiou; and this he granted only 
upon 
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upon condition that they Ihouid not be placed among!! 
the images of the Gods, but only amongft the ornaments 
of houfes. He alfo interpofed to prevent the Senate from 
fwearing to maintain his acls ; and that the month of 
September fhould not be called Tiberius, nor O(Sober, 
Livy. The praenomen likewife of Iniperator, with the 
cognomen of Father of his country, and a civic crown 
to hang conflantly at the entrance of his houfe, he would 
not accept of. He never ufed the name of Auguftus, 
though hereditary to him, in any of his letters, except¬ 
ing thofe to kings and princes. Nor had he more than 
three Confulihips, one for a few days, another for three 
months, and a thit i, during his abfence from the city, 
until the Ides of May. 

XXVII. He had fuch an avcrlion to flattery, that het 
would never fuffer any Senator to approach his cha \ as 
he palled the flreets in it, either to pay him a civility, or 
upon bufinels. And when a man of Confular rank, in 
begging his pardon for forne offence he had given him, 
made a motion to fall at his knees, he darted from him 
iu fuch a hurry, that he fell flat upon his back. If any 
compliment was paid him, either in converfation or a fet 
fpeech, he would not fcruple to interrupt and reprimand 
the party, and alter what he faid. Being once called 
“ Lord,” by fome perfon, he deflred that he might no 
more be affronied in that manner. When another, to 
excite veneration, called his occupations “ facred,” and 
a third had exprelfed himfelf thus : “ By your authority 
i have waited upon the Senate,” he obliged them to alter 
their words ; one of them to ufe, inftead of “ authority,” 
pt rfujjiou, and the other, for “ facred,” laborious. 

XXVIII. He remained unmoved a: al! the afperfions, 
fcandulous 
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fcandalous reports, and lampoons, which were fpread 
againft him or his relations; and would now and then fay, 
“ In a free ftate, both the tongue and mind ought to be 
free.” Upon the Senate’s defiring that fome notice might 
he taken of thofe offences, and the perfons charged with 
them, he replied, “ We have not fo much time upon our 
hands, that we ought to engage in more bufinefs. If ye 
once make an opening for things of this nature, ye will 
foon have nothing elfe to do. All private quarrels will 
be brought before you under that pretence.” The fol¬ 
lowing is another fentence ufcd by him in the Senate, and 
far from afluming: “ If he fpeaks otherwife of me, I 
fhall take care to behave in fuch a manner, as to be able 
to give a good account both of my words and adlions ; 
and if he goes on, I fhall hate him in my turn.” 

XXIX. Thefe things were fo much the more remark¬ 
able in him, becaufe, in the refpeft he paid to individuals, 
or the whole body of the Senate, he went beyond all 
bounds. Upon his differing with Q. Haterius in the 
houfe, “ Pardon me, fir,” faid he, “ I befeech you, if 
I fhall as a Senator fpeak my mind very freely in oppoll- 
tion to you.” Afterwards, addrefling the whole houfe, 
he exprefled himfelf thus: “ Confcript Fathers, I have 
often faid it both now and at other times, that a good 
prince who has a regard to the welfare of the people, 
whom ye have inverted with fo great and abfolute a 
power, ought to be a flave to the Senate, to the whole 
body of the people, and often to individuals likewife: nor 
am 1 forry that I have faid it. I have always found you 
good, kind, and favorable mailers, and ftill find you fo.” 

XXX. He likewife introduced an appearance of liber¬ 
ty, by prefeiving to the Senate and magiftrates their 
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former majefry and power; All affairs, whether of great 
or fmall confideration, public or private, were laid be¬ 
fore the Senate ; as the taxes, monopolies, the bufinefs of 
railing or repairing buildings, the levying and dilbanding 
of foldiers, the difpofal of the legions and auxiliary- 
forces in the provinces, the appointment of generals for 
the management of extraordimary wars, and the anfwei- 
ing of letters front foreign princes, were all fubmitted to 
the Senate. He never entered the houfe but alone ; and 
being once brought thither in a chair, becaufe be was 
iudifpofed, he difmiued his attendants at the door. 

XXXI. When fomc things were decreed againfl his ad¬ 
vice, he did not fo much as complain of it. And though he 
gave it as his opinion that no fnagi(1 rates after their elec¬ 
tion fhould be fuffered to abfent themfelves from the city, 
bht refide in it conftantly, to enjoy the honor they had ob¬ 
tained, a Prtetor elecl procuicd liberty to leave the town, 
finder the honorary title of a free lieutenant. Again, when 
he propofed to the houfe, that the Trebians might have 
leave granted them to employ fome money which had 
been left them by will, for the building of a new theatre, 
towards die making of a caufeway, he could not prevail 
to have the intention of the teftator fet afide. And when, 
upon a divifiou of the houfe, he went over to the mino¬ 
rity, no body followed him. All other things of a pub¬ 
lic nature were likewise tranfacled by the magiftrates, and 
in the ufual forms ; the authority of the Confuls remain¬ 
ing fo great, that fome ambaffadors from Africa waited 
upon them with a complaint, that they could not have 
their Bufinefs difpatched by Caefar, to whom they had 
been lent. And no wonder; fince it was obferved that 
he ufed to rife up to them, and give the way. 


XXXII. He 
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XXXII- He reprimanded fome perfons of Confular 
lank at the head of the.feveral armies, for not writing to 
the Senate an account of their tranfa&ions, and for con¬ 
futing him about the diftribution of fome military pre- 
feuts; as if they themfelves had not a right to bellow 
them as they judged proper. He commended a I*rteto,r, 
who, .upon entering on his office) revived an old cuftopi 
of celebrating the memory of his anceftors, in a fpeech 
to the people. He attended the corpfes of fome perfons of 
diftindlion to the funeral pile. He difcovered the fame 
moderate conduit with regard to perfons and things of 
inferior conftderation. He fent for the magi ft rates of 
Rhodes, who had difpatched to him a public letter, 
which was not as ufnal fubfcribed; and without giving 
them fo much as one harfh word, fte defired diem to 
iubfcribe it, and difmiiled them. Diogenes, the gram¬ 
marian, who ufed to read lectures at Rhodes every Satur¬ 
day, had once rcfufed him admittance upon his coming 
to hear him out of courfe, and ordered him by a fervant 
to come again fcven days after. This fame perfon com¬ 
ing to Rome, and waiting at his door for admiffion to 
pay his refpedts to him, he fent him word to come again 
at the end of feven years. To fome governors of pro¬ 
vinces, who advifed him to load them with -taxes, he 
anfwered, “ It is the part of a good fhepherd to fhear, 
not to flea his flieep.” 

XXXIH. By degrees he aflumed the exercife of the 
fovereigntv, bpt for a long time syith great variety pf 
conduit, though generally with adue regard to the pub¬ 
lic good. At firft he only interpofed Co prevent ill 
.management. Accordingly he refcinded.fome.decrees pf 
the Senate ; and when the magiftrates fat for.the adminif- 
tratiqn of juftic he would offer, his fervice as .an 
T aifeffor, 
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afleffor, and fit amorigft them, or in the oppofite part of 
the court, fronting them’. If a rumor prevailed, that any 
perfon under profecution was likely by his intereft to be 
acquitted, he would fuddenly malce his appearance in 
court, and from the ground-benches, or the Praetor’s feat, 
would remind the judges cf the laws, their oath, and the 
nature of the charge brought before them. He likewife 
took upon him the correfiion of the public manners, 
where any abufe had been countenanced, either by neg- 
left of duty in the magiftrates, or the prevalency of 
ctillom. 

XXXIV. He reduced the expence of public fports and 
diveifions for the entertainment of the people ; by dimi- 
nifhing the allowance to ftage-players for their fervice, 
and abridging the number of gladiators upon thofe occa- 
fions. He made grievous complaint to the Senate, that 
the price of Corinthian veflels was rifen to a prodigious 
height, and that three barbels had been fold for thirty 
thoufand fefterces ; npon which he moved in tlie houfe, 
that a new fumptuary law Ihould be enadted : that the 
Ihambles fhould be fubje&ed to fuch regulations, as to 
die Senate fhould appear proper ; and the jEdiles com- 
mifiioned to reftrain taverns and vi&ualling-houfes, fo 
far as not to permit even die fale of bifcuit, or cakes of 
any kind. And to encourage frugality in the public by 
his own example, he would often, at his entertainments 
upon folemn occafions, have at his table viduals which 
had been ferved np the day before, and were half-eaten, 
and the half of a boar, declaring, “ It has all the fame 
good bits that the whole had.” He forbid by proclama¬ 
tion the daily ufe of the kifs, in the way of civility ; as 
'likewife the practice of prefenting new-year’s-gifts after 
the 'firft of January. He had been ufed to make a return 
of 



TIBERIUS NERO CjESAR. 275 

of four rimes as much as he received in that way, and 
with his own hand ; but being offended at the continual 
difturbance which was given him during the whole 
month, by thofe who had not the opportunity of attend¬ 
ing him upon the feftival, he returned none after that day. 

XXXV. Married women guilty of adultery, and 
whom none appeared to profecute, he authorifed the 
neareft relations to puniih by concert among!! diemfclves, 
according to ancient cuftom. He difcharged a Roman 
knight from the obligation of an oath he had taken, never 
to turn away his wife ; and allowed him to divorce her, 
upon her being caught in criminal intercourfe with her 
fon-in-law. Scandalous women, diverting themfelves of 
the rights and dignity of matrons, had now begun a 
praftice of profeffing themfelves proftitutes, to avoid 
the punifhment of the laws; and the raoft profligate 
young men of the Senatorian and Equeftrian Orders, to 
fecure themfelves again!! a decree of the Senate, which 
prohibited their aAing upon the ftage, or fighting as 
gladiators in the theatre, voluntarily fubjcAed themfelves 
to an infamous fentence, by which they were degraded. 
All thofe he banifhed, that none for the future might 
evade by fuch artifices the intention and efficacy of the 
law. He took from a Senator the laticlavian tunic, upon 
information of his having before the Calends of July re¬ 
moved into his gardens, that he might afterwards hire 
a houfe cheaper in the city. He likewife difmiflcd 
another from, the office of Quseftor, for divorcing, the 
day after his province had been affigned him by lot, a 
wife whom he had married only the day before. 


XXXVI. He fupprefied all foreign religions, the 
Egyptian and Jewilli rites of worfhip, obliging all fuch 
Tz as 
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as followed that kind of fuperftition, to burn their holy 1 
veftmenrs and every inftrument of religious ceremony. 
The young men amongft the Jews he difpofed of, under 
the pretence of their ferving in the wars,- in provinces of 
an unhealthful air; and baniihed from the city all die reft 
of that nation, or profelytes to that religion, under a pe¬ 
nalty of being condemned to flavery for life, if they did 
not comply with his orders. He baniihed the aftrolo- 
gers ; but upon their begging pardon, and promifing to 
renounce their profdhon, he revoked his decree. 

XXXVII. But above all things he was careful ta 
fecure the public quiet againft the attempts of houfe- 
breakers, robbers, and fuch as were difaffeiled to the 
government. For this purpofe he polled in the different 
quarters of Italy more guards of foldiers than had been 
nfual; and formed a camp at Rome for the Praetorian 
battalions, who till then had lived difperfed in the city. 
He fupprefled with great fcverity all tumults of the peo¬ 
ple at their commencement; and took every precaution 
to prevent them. Some perfons having. been killed in a 
quarrel which happened in the theatre, he baniihed the 
leaders of the parties, and the players, upon whofe ac¬ 
count the difturbance had arifen. Nor could all the en¬ 
treaties of the people afterwards prevail upon him to re¬ 
call them. The commonalty of Pollentia having refufed 
to permit the removal of the corpfe of a Centurion of the 
firft rank from the Forum, until they had extorted from 
his heirs a fum of money for a public fhow of gladiators, 
he fent upon them a battalion from the city, and another 
from the kingdom of Cotius; who concealing the occa- 
fion of their march, entered the town by different gates, 
with their arms all on a fudden uncovered, and trumpets 
founding; by whom the greateft part of the common 
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people, and members of the council of ftate,' being feized, 
he impsifoned them for life. He abolilhed every where 
the privileges of all places of refuge. The Cyzicenians, 
for an outrage committed upon forne Romans, he de¬ 
prived of the liberty they had obtained for their good 
fervices in. the Mithridatic war. Difturbances from 
foreign enemies he quelled by his lieutenants, without 
ever going againft them, in perfon. Nor would he even 
employ his. lieutenants, but with much reluctance, and 
when an interpofition was ngceflary. Princes who were 
ill affeCted towards him, he kept in fubjcCtion, more by 
menaces and complaints, than by the force of arms. 
And fome that he induced to come to him by fair words 
and promifes, he never would permit to return home ; as 
Maraboduus the German, Thrafcypolis the Thracian, 
and Archelaus the Cappadocian, whofe kingdom he like- 
\yife reduced into the form of a province. 

XXXVIII. He never fet foot out of the gates of Rome, 
for two years together, from the time he aflurned the 
fupreme power ; and after that period, went no farther 
from the city than to fome of the neighbouring towns; 
his fartheft excurfion being to Antium, and that but 
very feldom, and for a few days, though he often gave 
out that he would .viGt the provinces and armies, and 
made preparations for it almoft every year, by taking up 
carriages, and ordering provilions for his retinue in the 
municipia and colonies. At laft he fuffered vows to be 
put up for his good journey and fafe return, infomuch 
that he was called jocofely by the name of Callipides, 
who is famous in a Grecian proverb, for being in a 
great hurry to go forward, but without ever advancing 
3 cubit. 


T 3 
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XXXIX. But after the lofs of his two fons, of whom 
Germanicus died in Syria, and Drufus at Rome, he with¬ 
drew into Campania ; at which time, the opinion and re¬ 
port likewife were almoft general, that he never would 
return, and would die foon. Both the opinion and re¬ 
port had like to have been true. For indeed he never 
more came to Rome; and a few days after, as he was 
at a feat of his called the Cave, near Terracina, there 
happened to fall a great many huge {tones, which killed 
fever&l of the guefts arid attendants: but he unexpectedly 
efcaped. 

XL. After he had gone round Campania, and dedi¬ 
cated a Capitol at Capua, and a temple to Auguftus at 
Nola, which he made the pretext of his journey, he re¬ 
tired to Capreas; being greatly delighted with the ifland, 
becaufe it was acceffible only by a fmall fhore, being irt 
all other parts furroundcd with craggy rocks, of a ftu- 
pendous height, and a deep fea. But immediately the 
people of Rome being extremely clamorous for his re¬ 
turn, on account of a difafter at Fiden$, where upwards 
of twenty thoufand perfons, at a public diverfion of gladi¬ 
ators, had been killed by the fall of the amphitheatre, he 
paffed over again to the continent, and gave all people free 
accefs to him ; fo much the more, becaufe, at his departure 
from the city, he had by proclamation forbid any one to 
difturb him, and declined all company upon the road. 

XL!. Returning to the ifland, he fo far laid afide all 
care of the government, that he never filled up the de¬ 
curia: of the knights, never changed any military Tri¬ 
bunes nor commanders of horfe, nor governors of pro¬ 
vinces, and kept Spain and Syria for feveral years with¬ 
out any Confular lieutenants. He likewife fuffered Ar- 
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tncnia to be feized .by the Patthiaus, Mcefia by the Daci¬ 
ans and Sartnatians, and Gaul to be ravaged by the Ger¬ 
mans, to the great difgrace, and no lefs danger of die 
empire. 

XLII. But having now the advantage of privacy, and 
being remote from the obfervation of the people of Rome, 
he abandoned himfelf to all tty? yicious propenfities, wliich 
he had long but imperfeCUy concealed ; and of which I 
fhall here give a particular account from the beginning.. 
While a young foldier in. the camp, he was fo.reinarkable. 
for his exceflive inclination to wine, that, for Tiberius, 
they called, him Biberius-, for Claudius, Caldius ; and for 
Nero, Mero. And tdter he came to the empire, and had 
upon him the charge of reforming the public manners, he 
fpent a whole night and two days together in feafting and 
drinking with Pomponius Flaccus, and L. Pifo, to one 
of whom-he immediately gave the province of Syria, and 
tp the other the Praefetture of the city ; declaring them, 
jn his patents, to be “ very pleafant companions, and al¬ 
ways agreeable.” He made an appointment to fup with 
Seftius Gallus, a lewd prodigal old fellow, who had been 
difgraced by Auguftus, and reprimanded by himfelf but a 
few days before in the Senate-houfe; upon condition that 
he fhould not recede in the leaft from his ufual method of 
entertainment, and that they fhould be attended at table 
by naked girls. He preferred a very obfeure candidate 
for the Quaiftorfhip, before the. moil: noble competitors, 
only for faking off, in pledging him at table, an amphora 
pf wine at a draught *. He prefented Afellius Sabinus 
with 


* That any man could drink an Amphora of wine at a 
draught, is beyond all credibility ; for.the Amphora was near- 
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with two hundred thousand fefterces, for writings dia¬ 
logue, in the waj of difpute, betwixt the mufhroom and 
die fig-pecker, the oyfler and the''thru ih, He likevtife 
inftituted a new office for the advancement of his plba- 
fures, into which he put Titus Caefonius Prifcus, a Roman 
knight. ’■ 

XLIH. la Bis fecefs at Cdprete; he contiivedan apart¬ 
ment for the practice of abominable fewdnefs j-vvhere he 
entertained companies of girls find catamites, andfhe devi- 
fers of a monftrons kind of copulation, whom- he called 
Sprntrite, that defiled one another in- his pretence, to in¬ 
flame by the fight die languid appetite. He had feveral 
chambers fet round with pictures and ftatues in the moft- 
lafcrvious attitudes, and fumiflied with the books of Eld- 
phantis; that none might want a pattern for the tk'ecution 
of any lewd project that was prefcribed him, Hd like- 
\Sife contrived in woods and groves recefles for 1 the like- 
lultful gratifications ; where young perfons of Both fexeS 
proftitmed themfclves in caves and hollow rocks; in thd 
difguife of Pans and Nymphs *. So that he was openly 
and commonly called, in allufion to the name of the ifland, 
Caprnieui. 

XLIV; But hewasftill more infamous, if poffibld, for- 
an abomination Hot fit to be mentioned, or heard, much 1 

ly equal to nine gallons, Englifh meafure. The probability • 
is, that the man bad emptied a large velfel, which was-fhaped 
like an tfaphra. 

* Pan, the God of the fhepberds, and inventor of the flute, 
was faid to be the fon of Mercury and Penelope. He was 
worfliipped chiefly in Arcadia, and reprefented with hornsand 
goat’s feet. The Nymphs, as well as the Graces, werercpre- 
fented naked. 

ief S 
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* * * * When a pi&ure, executed 

by the hand of Pavrhafius, in which the artift had repre- 
fented Atalanta as afting a moft unnatural piece of obfe- 
quioufnefs to Meleager, was left him for a legacy, with 
this provifo, that if he did not like the pi61 ure, he might 
receive in lieu of it a million of felterces, he not only 
gave preference to the former, but hung it up in his 
bed-chamber. He is reported, likewife, once at a facri- 
fice, to have been fo captivated with the face of a youth 
attending with a cenfer, that, before the fervice was well 
over, he took him afide and abufed him; as alfo a bro¬ 
ther of his that played at the facrifice upon the flute; and 
foon after broke the legs of both of them, for upbraiding 
one another with their fhame. 


XLV. How much he was guilty of abufing, in a moft 
unnatural way, Women, and thofe too of the firft quality, 
appeared very plainly by thedeath of one Mallonia, whom, 
being brought to his bed, but refolutely refufing to comply 
with his lull, he delivered up to the common praftidoners 
in the bufinefs of information. When fhe was upon her 
trial, he frequent y called out to her, and afkedher, “ Do 
you repent?” until fhe, quitting the court, went home, 
and ftabbed herfelf; openly upbraiding the vile old lecher 
for his abominable prafitice. Hence an alluiion to him in 
a farce, which was a6ted at the next public fports, was re¬ 
ceived with great applaufe, and became a common topic 
of ridicule. 


XLYI. He was of fo niggardly and tenacious a tem¬ 
per, 
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per, that he never -allowed to thofe who attended him in 
his travels or expeditions, any wages, but their diet only. 
He gave them once indeed, and bur once, an inftance of 
generofity, at the inftigation of his ftep-father ; when di¬ 
viding them into three aiftinct clafles, according to their 
quality, he gave the firft fix, the fecond four, and the 
third two hundred thoufand fefterces, which laft clafs lie 
called by die name, not of friends, but Greeks. 

XLV13. During the whole time of his government, he 
never ere&ed any noble edifice; for what alone of that 
kind he did undertake, as the temple of Auguftus, and the 
rebuilding of Pompey’s Theatre, he left at laft, after many 
years, unfinifhed. Nor did he ever entertain the people 
with public fports and diverfions ; and was feldom prefent 
at thofe which were given by others, left any thing of 
that kind fhould be requefted of him; efpecially after he 
was obliged.to manumife the comedian A£Uus. Having 
relieved the poverty of a few Senators, that he might not 
do the fame for many more of them, he declared, he 
fhould for the future relieve none, but fuch as gave the 
houfe full fatisfadfion with regard to the caufe of their ne- 
ceffity. Upon this, moft of die needy Senators, from- 
modefty and fhame, declined troubling him. Amongft 
thefe was Hortalus, grandfon to the celebrated orator 
Hortenfius, who, at the perfuafion of Auguftus, had 
brought up four children upon a very fmall eftate. 

■ XLVIH. He difplayed only two inflances of his pub¬ 
lic bounty. One was an offer to lend gratis for three 
years a hundred millions of fefterces to fuch as wanted to 
borrow; and the other, when fome large houfes being burnt 
down upon mount Coslius, he indemnified the owners. To 
the former of thefe he was obliged by the clamors of the 
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people, in a great fcarcity of money ; when an aft of 
the Senate, palled upon-a motion of his, to oblige all ufu- 
rers to lay out two thirds of their money in land, and the 
debtors to pay-in the like proportion of their debts, was 
found infufficient to remedy the grievance. The other he 
did to qualify in fome degree the feverity of his govern¬ 
ment. The benefaction to the fufferers by fire, he efti- 
mated at fo high a rate, that he ordered mount Coelius to 
be called for the future Augultus. To the foldicry, after 
his doubling to them the legacy left by Auguftus, he 
never gave any thing, except a thoufand denarii a man 
to the guards, for not joining the party of Sejanus ; and 
fome prefents to the legions in Syria, becaufe they alone 
had not wor/hipped the effigies of Sejanus amongft their 
ftandards. He very feldom would difeharge the veteran 
foldiers, in hopes of faving, by their dying in the fervice 
(which from their age there was a profpeft of hap¬ 
pening foon), the premiums which would have been due 
upon their difeharge. Nor did he ever relieve the pro¬ 
vinces by any aft of generofity, excepting Afia, where 
fome cities had been deflroyed by an earthquake. 

XLIX. In a little time his difpofition broke forth into 
open rapine. It is certain that Cn. Lentulus the Augur, 
a man of vaft eftate, was fo terrified and teazed by his 
threats and importunities, that he was obliged to leave 
him his heir ; and that Lepida, a lady of a very noble fa¬ 
mily, was condemned by him, to gratify Quirinus, a man 
of Confular rank, extremely rich and childlefs, who had 
divorced her twenty years before, and then charged her 
with an old defign to poifon him. Several perfons, like- 
wife, of the firft diflinftion in Gaul, Spain, Syria, and 
Greece, had their eftates confifcated upon fuch defpicably 
trifling and fhamelefs pretences, that againft fome of them 
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no other charge was preferred, than their having too great 
a part of their eftates in money. OJd immunities, the 
right of digging mines, and exa&ing duties, were taken 
from feveral cities and private perfons. And Vonones, 
king of the Parthians, who had been driven out of his do¬ 
minions by his own fubjeSs, and fled to Antioch with a 
great deal of treafure, to put himfelf under the protection 
of the Roman people, was treacheroufly robbed of all his 
money, and afterwards murdered. 

L. He firft difcovered a hatred towards his relations in 
the cafe of bis brother Drufus, by producing a letter in 
which he (Drufus) made a propofal to him, to oblige 
Auguftns by force to reflore the public liberty. Soon 
after, he betrayed the fame difpofltion with regard to the 
reft of his family. So far was he from Blowing any ci¬ 
vility or kindnefs to his wife, who had been banilhed, 
and by the order of her father confined to one town, that 
he forbid her to ftir out of the houfe, or converfe with 
any company. He even deprived her of the property al¬ 
lowed her by her father, and of her yearly income, under 
pretence of law; becaufe Auguftus had not fecured them 
to her in his will. Being weary of his mother Livia, as 
claiming an equal (hare of the government with him, he 
frequently declined feeing her, as alfo all long and private 
conferences with her, left it fhould be thought that he was. 
governed by her counfel, which yet he fometimes want¬ 
ed, and likewife made ufe of. He was much offended at 
the Senate, when they propofed to add to his other titles 
that of the fon of Livia, as well as Auguftus. On which 
account, he fuftered her not to be called “ die Parent of her 
Country,” nor to receive any extraordinary honor from 
the public. Nay he frequently admonifhed her “ not to 
meddle with weighty affairs, and fpeh as did not fuit her 
8 fex*‘» 
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fexefpecially when he found her appear at a fire which 
broke out near the Temple of Vefta, and encouraging the 
people and foldiers to work hard, as lire had been ufed to 
do in the rime of her hufband. . 

LI. He afterwards proceeded to an open rupture with 
her, and, as is faid, upon this occafion. She having been 
feveral times extremely urgent with him to choofe amongft 
the judges one that had been made free of the city, he 
refufed to do it, unlefs fhe would allow this reafon for 
it to be put down in the lift of the judges’ names, “ That 
the appointment had been extorted from him by his mo¬ 
ther.” Livia, enraged at this procedure, produced fome 
letters from Auguftus to her, relative to the fournefs and 
infolence of his temper, and read them. So much was he 
offended at thefe letters having been kept fo long, and now 
produced with fo much bitternefs againft him, that fome 
confider this incident as the principal occafion of his re¬ 
tiring. During the whole three years file lived after, he 
faw her but once, and that for a few hours only. When 
flie fell fick, which happened in a fliort time fubfequent 
to the interview, he would not vitit her; and when fhe 
was dead, he kept thofe about her fo long in expedition 
of his comiug, that the body was become putrefied before 
the interment; and he then forbid her to be enrolled 
amongft the Gods, pretending her own order to that pur- 
pofe. He likewife abrogated her will, and in a fliort time 
ruined all her friends and acquaintance; not fparing thofe 
to whom, on her death-bed, fhe had recommended the 
care of her funeral, condemning one of them, a man of 
Equeftrian rank, to the drudgery of drawing water in a 


LII. He -entertained no paternal affeiStion either for 
his 
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his t)wn Ton Drufus, or his adopted fon Germanicus. 
Offended at the vices of the former, who led a diffolute 
life, he was not much affefted at his death, but, almoft 
immediately , after the funeral, refuraed bis ufual occupa¬ 
tions, and obliged the public to do the fame. The ambaf- 
fadors of the Ilienfians coming, after a coniiderable inter¬ 
val, with their compliments of condolence on this occa- 
lion, the memory of which being now much diffipa- 
ted, he faid to them by way of banter, “ And 1 heartily 
condole with you in regard to the lofs of your excellent 
countryman Heftor.” He fo much affe&ed to depreciate 
Germanicus, that he would fpeak of his great atchieve- 
ments as utterly infignificant, and rail at his mod glorious 
victories as ruinous to the public; complaining of him to 
the Senate for going to Alexandria without his know¬ 
ledge, upon occaffon of a great and hidden famine at 
•Rome. It is believed that he took care to have him di- 
fpatched by Cn. Pifo, the lieutenant of Syria. This per- 
fon was afterwards tried for the murder, and would, as 
was fuppofed, have produced his orders, had they not con¬ 
tained a pofitive injunction to fecrefy. The following 
words therefore were polled up in many places, and fre¬ 
quently bawled out in the night: “ Give us Germanicus 
again.” This fufpicion he afterwards confirmed by the 
barbarous treatment of his wife and children. 

LIU. His daughter-in-law Agrippina, after the death 
of her hufband, complaining npon fome occafion with 
more than ordinary freedom, he took her by the hand, and 
addreffed her in a Greek fentenceto this effeft: “ My dear 
child, do you think yourfelf injured, becaufe the govern¬ 
ment is not in your hands?” Nor did he ever fpeak to 
her after. Upon her refilling once at fupper to tatle fome 
fruit which he prefentedto her, he declined inviting her to 
his 
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his table; pretending that flie in effect charged him with 
a defign to poifon her; whereas the whole was a contriv¬ 
ance of his own. He was to offer the fruit, and fhfe to 
be privately cautioned againft it, as what would infallibly 
be her death. At laft, charging her, without any foun¬ 
dation, with a defign to fly to the ftatue of Auguftus, or 
the army, he banilhed her to Pandataria. Upon her re¬ 
viling him for it, he, by means of a Centurion, beat out 
one of her eyes: and when fhe refolved to ftarve herfelf 
to death, he ordered her mouth to be forced open, and 
meat to be crammed down her throat. But flie perfift- 
ing in her rei'olution, and dying foon after, he perfecuted 
her memory with the bafeft afperfions, and advifed the 
Senate to put her birth-day amongft the number of un¬ 
lucky days in the Calendar. He likewife accounted it a 
favor that he had not thrown her body upon the Scalse 
Gemoniae, and fuffered a vote of the Loufe to pafs, to 
thank him for his clemency, and a prefent in gold to be 
made to Jupiter Capitolinus upon the occafion. 

LIV.' He had by Germanicus three grandfons, Nero, 
Drufus, and Caius, and by his fon Drulus, one named 
Tiberius. Of thefe, after the lofs of his fons, he recom¬ 
mended Nero and Drufus to the Senate; and at their be¬ 
ing folemnly introduced into the Forum, he diftributed 
t money among the people. But when he found that vows 
had been offered up by the magiftrates in the beginning 
of the year for their health, he told the Senate, “ Sucli 
honors ought not to be conferred but upon thofe who had 
been tried, and were advanced in age.” Having thus be- 
• trayed his fecret difpolition towards them, he occafioned 
their being perfecuted with a variety of information againft 
them; and after praftiting many artifices, to provoke 
them to rail at and abufc him, that he. might be fumillied 
with 
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■with a pretence to deftroy them, he charged them with 
itin a letter to the Senate; at the fame time accufing them, 
in the bitterefl. terms, with the mod. fcandalous vices. 
Upon their being declared enemies by the Senate, he flaw¬ 
ed them to death; Nero in the ifland of Pontia, and 
JDtufus in the lower part of the Palatipm. It is thought 
by fome, that Nero was put upon making away with 
himfelf, by the executioner’s Shewing him fome halters 
and hooks, as if fent to him by the order of the Senate. 
Drufus, it is faid, was fo rabid with hunger, that he at¬ 
tempted to eat the fluffing of his bed. The relics of both 
were fo difperfed, that it was with difficulty they were 
collected. 


LV. Befideshis old friends, and intimate acquaintance, 
he demanded the affiflance of twenty of the .mod eminent 
perfons in the city, as counfellors in the adminiftratiou of 
public affairs. -Out of all tlus number, fcarcely two or 
three efcaped .the .fury of hisfavagedifpofition. All the 
reft he dcftroyed upon one pretence or another; and 
amongft them ZElius Sejanus, whofe fall was .attended 
with the ruin of many others. He had advanced this mi- 
nifter to the higheft pitch of grandeur, not .fo much from 
any real regard for him, as that by his bafe and hnifter 
contrivances, be might ruin the children of Germanicus, 
and thereby fecare the fucceffion to his own grandfoa 
by Drufus. 

LVI. He treated with no greater mildritefs the Greeks 
in his family, even thofe with whom.he was mod pleafed, 
Having afked one Zeno, upon-his talking fome what ob- 
fcurely, “ What.oftenfive dialed! is that?” he replied, 
“ the Doric.'’ !For this anfwerhe hanifhed him to Ci- 
naria,.upon.a.fjffpicion rhat he.upbraided biru with hjs 
former 
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former refidence at Rhodes, where the Doric dialed! is 
ufed. It being his cuftom to ftart queltions at fupper, fuch 
as the authors he had been reading in the day furnifhed 
him with, and finding that Seleucus the grammarian ufed 
to enquire of thofe who attended him) what authors he 
read every day, and fo came prepared for his interroga¬ 
tories ; he firft turned him out of his family, and then 
drove him to the extremity of laying violent hands upon 
hiinfclf. 

LVII. His cruel and fullen temper appeared in him 
when he was a boy ; which Theodorus of Gadara, his 
mailer in' Rhetoric, firft difcovered, and expreffed by a 
Very appofite fimile, calling him now and then, in repri¬ 
manding him, Dirt mixed with blood.” But his dif- 
polition appeared ftill more evidently upon his attaining 
to the imperial power, and even in the beginning of his 
adminiftration, whilft he was endeavoring to gairt the 
favor of the people, by affedting moderation. Upon a 
funeral palling by, a wag called out to the dead man, 
“ Tell Auguftus, that the legacies he left to the com¬ 
monalty are not yet paid/’ This man he ordered to be 
brought before him, to receive what was due to him, and 
then to be led to execution, that he might deliver the mef- 
fage to his father himfelf. Not long after, when one 
Pompey, a Roman knight, denied fomething in oppofition. 
to him in the Senate, he threatened to put him in prifon, 
and told him, “ Of a Pompey I lhall make a Pompeian of 
you by a bitter kind of pun playing upon the man’s 
name, and the ill fortune of the party. 

LVI1I. About the fame time, when the Praetor confiilt- 
ed him, whether it was his pleafure that the courts fhould 
lit upon accufations of treafon againft his perfon, he re- 
U plied, 
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plied, “ The laws ought to be put in executionand 
he did put them in execution molt feverely. Some per- 
fon had taken off the head of Auguftus from a ftatue of 
him, and put another upon it. The affair was brought 
before the Senate; and becaufe the cafe was not clear, 
forae were examined by torture concerning it. The party 
accufed being found guilty, and condemned, this kind of 
procefs grew to fuch a height, that it became capital for 
a man to beat his Have, or change his cloaths, near the 
ffatue of Auguftus ; to carry his head damped, upon the 
coin, or cut in the ftone of a ring, into a neceffary houfe, 
or the ftews 5 or to refleft upon any thing that had been 
either faid or done by him. In fine, a perfon was con¬ 
demned to death, for fuffering fome honors to be decreed 
to him in the colony where he lived, upon the fame day 
on which they had formerly been decreed to Auguftus. 

LIX. He was befides guilty of many barbarous ac¬ 
tions, under the pretence of ftri&nefs and reformation 
of manners, but more to gratify his own favage difpofi- 
tion. In verfes in which his cruelties were lampooned, 
the authors difplayed the prefent calamities of his reign, 
and anticipated the future. 

Afper et immitis, breviter vis omnia dicam ? 
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Et die, Roma perit: regnabit fanguine multo, 

Ad regnum quifquis venit ab exfilio. 

Obdurate wretch ! too fierce, too fell to move 
The lead kind yearnings of a mother’s love 1 
No knjght thou art, as hiving no eftatc ; 

Long fufFered’ft thou in Rhodes an exile’s fate. 

No more the happy Golden Age we fee; 

The Iron’s come, and furc to laft with thee. 

Inftead of wine he thirfted for before, 

He wallows now in floods of human gore. 

Reflcft, ye Romans, on the dreadful times, 

Made fuch by Marius, and by Sylla’s crimes. 

Refleft how Antony’s ambitiou? rage 
Twice fear’d with horror a diftradted age. 

And fay, Alas ! Rome’s blood in ftreams will flow, 

When banifh'd mifereants rule this world below. 

At firft he would have it underftood, that thefe fatirifcal 
reflexions proceeded from the refentment of thofe who 
were impatient under the difeipline of reformation, rather 
than their real fentiments; and he would frequently fay, 
“ Let them hate me, fo long as they do but approve my 
conduit.” At length however, his behaviour fhowed, 
that he was fcnfible they were too well founded. 

LX. A few days after his arrival at Caprete, a fiflier- 
man coming up to him unexpectedly as he was alone, 
and prefenting him with a large barbel, he ordered the 
nian’s face to be ferubbed with the filh ; being terrified at 
the thought of his having been able to make his way to 
him over fuch rugged and fteep rocks. The man, while 
undergoing the punifhment, expreffing his joy, that he 
had not likewife prefented him with a large crab which 
he had taken, he ordered his face to be farther lacerated 
with the claws of that creature. He punilhed a foldier 
of the guards with death, for having ftolen a peacock 
U 2 out 



out of his garden. His chair, as he was'travelling, be¬ 
ing obflruSed by fome bufhes in the road, he ordered 
the perfon that had been fent before to examine the road, 
•who was a Centurion of the firft rank, to be laid on his 
face upon the ground, and to be whipped almoft to 

LXI. Soon after, he abandoned himfelf to every fpe- 
cies of cruelty, never wanting occafion of one kind or 
other, to ferve as a pretext. He firft fell upon the friends 
and acquaintance of his mother, then thofe of his grand- 
fons, and his daughter-in-law, and laftly thofe of Seja- 
nus ; after whofe death he became cruel in the extreme. 
From this it appeared, that he had not been lo much in- 
ftigated by Sejanus, as fupplied with occafions of grati¬ 
fying his favage temper, when he wanted them. Though 
in a fhort memoir which he compofed of his own life, 
he had the effrontery to write, “ I have punifhed Seja¬ 
nus, becaufe I found him bent upon the deftruflion of 
die children of my fon Germanicus,” one of thefe he 
put to death, when he was now become jealous of Seja¬ 
nus ; and another, after he was taken off. It would be 
tedious to relate all the numerous inftances of his cru¬ 
elty : fuffice it to give a few examples, in their different 
kinds. Not a day paffed without the puniihraent of 
fome unfortunate perfon or other, not excepting holi¬ 
days, or thofe appropriated to the worfliip of the Gods. 
Some were punilhed in the beginning of the new year. 
Many were accufed and condemned in conjunction with 
their wives and children ; and for fuch as were fentenccd 
to death, the relations were forbid to mourn. Confi- 
derable rewards were voted for the profecutors, and fome- 
times for the witneffes likewife. The information of any 
perfon, without exception, was taken; and all offences 
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were capital, even the fpeaking of a few words, though 
without any ill intention. A poet was impeached for 
abufing Agamemnon ; and a hiftorian, for calling Brutus 
and Caflius “ the laft of the Romans.” The two au¬ 
thors were immediately put to death, and their writings 
fuppreffed ; though they had been well received fome 
years before, and read in the hearing of Auguftus. Some, 
who were thrown into prifon, were not only denied the 
folace of ftudy, but debarred from all company and con- 
verfation. Many perfons, when fummoned to trial, 
ftabbed themfelves at home, to avoid the diftrefs and ig¬ 
nominy of a public condemnation, which they were cer. 
tain would enfue. Others took poifon in the Senate- 
houfe. Among!! the former, the wounds of fuch as had 
not expired were bound up, and they were all carried, 
half-dead, and panting for life, to prifon. All that were 
put to death, were thrown down the Seals; Gemonias, and 
then dragged into the Tiber. In one day, twenty were 
treated in this manner ; and among!! them boys and wo¬ 
men. Becaufe, according to an ancient cuflom, it was 
not lawful to ftrangle virgins, the young girls were firffc 
deflowered by the executioner, and afterwards ltrangled. 
Such as were defirous to die, were forced to live. For 
he thought death fo flight a punifliment, that upon hear¬ 
ing that one Carnulius, who was under profecution, had 
killed himfelf, iie exclaimed, “ Carnulius has efluped 
me.” In calling over his prifoners, when one of them 
requefted the favor of a fpcedy death, he replied, “ I am 
not friends with you yet.” A man of Confular lank 
writes in his Annals, that at table, where a large com. 
pany and he himfelf was prefent, he was on a tudden 
and aloud a!ked by a dwaif who flood by, among!! rile 
buffoons that attended, why Paconius, who was under 
a profecution for treafon, lived fo long. Tiberius imme- 
U 3 ' diateiy 
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diately reprimanded him for his pertnefs ; but wrote to 
the Senate a few days after, to proceed without delay to 
the punilhment of Paconius. 

LXII. Exafperated by an information about the death 
of his fon Drufus, he carried his cruelty dill farther. 
He imagined he had died of a difeafe occafioncd by his 
intemperance ; but finding that he had been poiloned by 
the contrivance of his wife Livdla and Sejanus, he fpar- 
ed no perfon, but tortured and put to death, without 
mercy. He was fo entirely occupied with the examina¬ 
tion of this affair, for whole days together, that, upon 
being informed that a gentleman of Rhodes, in whofe 
houfe he had lodged, and whom he had by a friendly 
letter invited to Rome, was arrived, he ordered him im¬ 
mediately to be put to the torture, as if he had been a 
party concerned in that tranfadfion. Upon finding his 
miftake, he commanded him to be put to death, that he 
might not publifh the injury done him. The fpot on 
•which he was executed is ftill fhown at Caprete, where 
he ordered fuch as were condemned to die, after long and 
exquifite tortures, to be thrown, before his eyes, from 
a precipice into the fea. There a party of foldiers be¬ 
longing to the fleet, waited for them, and broke their 
bones with poles and oars, left they fhottld have any life 
left in them. Amongft various kinds of torture invented 
by him, one was, to perfuade people to drink a large 
quantity of wine, and then to tie up their members 
tight with firings, to torment them at once by the conftric- 
tion of the ligature, and the ftoppage of their urine. Had 
not death prevented him. and Thrafyllus, defignedly, as 
fome fay, prevailed with him to defer fome of his cruel 
projects, in hopes of longer life, it is believed that he 
would have deftroyed many more; and not have fpared 
eveq 
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even the reft of his grandchildren: for he was jealous 
of Caius, and hated Tiberius as having been conceived 
in adultery. This conjecture is indeed highly probable; ■ 
for he ufed often to fay, “ Happy Priam, who furvived 
his whole family! 

LXIII. Amidfl: thefe tranfaCtions, how fearful and 
apprehenfive, as well as odious and deteftable he lived, 
is evident from many indications. He forbid the footh- 
fayers to be confulted in private, and without fome wit- 
nefles being prefent. He attempted to fupprefs the ora¬ 
cles in the neighbourhood of the city; but being terri¬ 
fied by the manifeft appearance of a divine authority in 
that of Praeneftc,. he abandoned the defign. For though 
the lots were fealed up in a box, and carried to Rome, 
yet they were not to be found in it, until it was returned 
to the temple. Two men of Confular rank, whom he 
had appointed governors of provinces, he never durft let 
go upon their refpedlive deftinations, but kept them un¬ 
til feveral years after, when he nominated fucceffors, be¬ 
ing then prefent upon the fpot with him. In the mean 
time, they bore the titles of their office ; and he frequent¬ 
ly gave them orders, which they took care to have exe¬ 
cuted by their deputies and affiftants. 

LXIV. He never removed his daughter-in-law, or 
grandfon, after their condemnation, to any place but in 
chains, and a clofe chair, with a guard to hinder all that 
met them on the road, from Handing to gaze at them. 

LXV. After Sejanus had formed his defign againft 
him, though he faw that his birth-day was folemnly kept 
by the public, and golden images of him worihipped 
every where, yet it was with difficulty at lad, and more 
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by artifice, than his imperial authority, that he effefied 
his death. In the firft place, to remove him from about 
his perfbn, under a pretext of doing him honor, he 
made him his colleague in his fifth Confullhip ; which, 
though then abfent from the citv, he took upon him for 
that purpofe, a long time after his preceding Confullhip : 
and having flattered him with the hopes of a match with- 
a lady of his own kindred, and the Tribunitian autho¬ 
rity, he all on a fuddcn, while Sejanus little expedted 
it, charged him with treafon, in an abjedt miferable ad¬ 
dict to the Senate, in which, amongft other things, he 
begged them “ To fend one of the Confuls, to fetch him- 
felf, a poor folitary old man, with a guard of foldicrs.” 
-Still diftruftful, however, and apprehenfive of a public 
infurredtion, he ordered his grandfon Drufus, whom he 
kept confined at Rome, to be fet at liberty, if occafton 
required, to head the troops, and fuch as might appear 
in his fnpport. He had likewifp fliips in readinefs, to 
tranfport him to any of. the legions to which he might 
think proper to apply. Meanwhile, he was upon the 
watch, on the top of a very high rock, for the lignals 
which he had ordered to be given, as any thing happen¬ 
ed, left the meffengers fhould be tardy. But though he 
had now quite defeated the defigns of Sejanus againft 
him, he was neverthelefs ftill haunted as much as ever 
with fears and apprehenftons; infomuch that he never 
once ftirred out of the Villa Jovis for nine months 
after. 

LXVI. To the extreme anxiety of mind which he 
now experienced, he had the mortification to find fuper- 
added the moft poignant reproaches from all quarters. 
Thofe who were condemned to die, heaped upon him 
die moft opprobrious language in his face, or by libels 
fcattered 
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fcattered in the Senators’ feats in the theatre; -with 
which he was differently a defied. Sometimes he wifhed, 
out of fhame, to have all fmothered and concealed: at 
other times he would flight what was laid, and publilh 
it himfelf. To this accumulation of fcandal and open 
farcafm, there is to be l'ubjoined a letter from Artabanus 
king of the Parthians, in which he upbraids him with 
his parricides, murders, cowardice and luxury, and ad- 
vifes him to fatisfy the furious rage of his own people, 
which he had fo juflly excited, by putting an end to his 
life. 

LX VII. At laft being quits weary of himfelf, he in¬ 
timated his extreme mifery, in a letter to the Senate, 
which began thus: “What to write to you, Confcript 
Fathers, or how to write, or what not to write at this 
time, may all the Gods and Goddcfles pour upon my 
head a more terrible vengeance than that which I feel 
myfelf daily finking under, if I can tell.” Some are of 
opinion that he had a foreknowledge of thofe things, 
from his {kill in the fcience of divination, and that he knew 
long before what mifery and infamy would at laft come 
upon him; and that for this reafon, at the beginning of 
his reign, he had abfolutely refilled the title of the “ Fa¬ 
ther of his Country,” and the propofal of the Senate to 
fwear to his afis, left he Ihould afterwards, to his greater 
fhame, be found unequal to fuch extraordinary honors. 
This indeed may be juftlv inferred from the fpceches 
which he made upon both thofe occafions ; as when he 
fays, “ I fhall ever be the fame, and {hall never change 
my condufi, fo long as I retain my lenfes ; but to avoid 
giving a bad precedent to pofterity, the Senate ought to 
beware of engaging themfelves to maintain the acts of 
any perfon whatever, who might by fome accident or 
8 other 



THE LIFE OF 


29S 

■other he influenced to alter his conduct.” And again : 
“ If ye fhould at any time entertain a jealoufy of my 
conduct, and entire affe&ion for you, which heaven 
prevent, by putting a period to my days, rather than I 
fhould live to fee fuch an alteration in your opinion of 
me, the title of Father will add no honor to me, but be 
a reproa.h to you, for your rafhnefs in conferring it 
upon me, or inconftancy in altering your opinion of 


LXVIII. He was in his perfon large and robuft'; of a 
flature fomewhat above the common fize; broad in the 
fhoulders and cheft, and in his other parts propoltion- 
able. He ufed his left hand more readily than his right; 
and his joints were fo (Irong, that he would bore a frefh 
found apple through with his finger, and would wound 
the head of a boy, or even a young man, with a fillip. 
He was of a fair complexion, and had his hair fo long 
behind, that it covered his neck, which was obferved to 
be a mark of diftindlion affected by the family. He had 
a handfome face, but often full of pimples. His eyes, 
which were large, had a wonderful faculty of feeing in 
the night-time, and in the dark, but for a fhort time 
only,and immediately after awaking from fleep ; for they 
foon grew dim again. He walked with his neck ftiff 
and unmoved, commonly with a frowning countenance, 
being for the mod: part filent: when he fpoke to thofe 
about him, it was very flovvly, and generally accompa¬ 
nied with an effeminate motion of his fingers. All thofe 
things being difagreeable, and expieffive of arrogance, 
Auguftus remarked in him, and often endeavored to ex- 
cufe to the Senate and people, alluring them that “ they 
were natural defers, which proceeded from no viciouf- 
nels of mind.” He enjoyed a good ftate of health, and 
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without any interruption, almoft during the whole time 
of his government; though, from the thirtieth year of 
his age, he managed himfelt in refpedt of his health ac¬ 
cording to his own difcretion, without any medical af- 
ii (lance. 

LXIX. In regard to the Gods, and matters of reli¬ 
gion, he difcovered much indifference ; being greatly ad¬ 
dicted to aifrology, and full of a perfuafion that all things 
were governed by fate. Yet he was extremely afraid of 
lightning, and in cloudy weather always wore a laurel 
crown on his head ; becaufe an opinion prevails among 
many, that the leaf of that tree is never touched by the 
lightning. 

LXX. He applied himfelf with great diligence to the 
liberal arts, both Greek and Latin. In his Latin llyle, 
he affected to imitate Meffala Corvinus, a refpectable old 
man, whofe company he had much frequented in his 
youth. But he rendered his ftyle obfeure, by excels 
of affectation and nicenefs ; fo that he was thought ro 
talk better extempore, than in a premeditated difeourfe. 
He compofed likewife a Lyric Ode, under the title of 
“ A Lamentation upon the Death of L. Caffar,” as alfo 
feme Greek poems in imitation of Euphorion, Rianus, 
and Parthenius. Thefe poets he greatly admired, and 
fet up their works and ftatues in the public libraries, 
among!! the eminent authors of antiquity. On this ac¬ 
count, mod of the learned men of the time vied with 
each other in publifhing obfervations upon them, which 
they addreffed to him. What he chiefly atcended to was 
the knowledge of the fabulous hiftory ; and this he pro- 
fpeuted with a zeal that might juftly l>c deemed ridiculous, 
l or he ufed to try the grammarians, a clafs of people 
which 
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which I have already obferved he much affe&ed, with 
fuch queftions as tbefe : “ Who was Hecuba’s mother ? 
What had been Achilles’s name among!! the young wo¬ 
men ? What fong were the Sirens ufed to ling ?” And the 
firft day that he entered the Senate-houfe, after the death 
of Auguftus, as if he intended to pay a refpedl both to 
the memory of his father, and the Gods, in imitation of 
Minos npon the death of his fon, he made an offering of 
frankincenfe and wine, but without any mufic. 

LXXI. Though he was ready and converfant with 
die Greek tongue, yet he did not ufe it every where, but 
chiefly declined it in the Senate-houfe; infomuch that 
having occafion to ufe the word monopolium (monopoly), 
he firft begged pardon for being obliged to trouble the 
houfe with a foreign word. And when in a decree of 
the Senate, the word emblema (emblem) was read, he 
advifed to have it changed, and that a Latin word fhould 
be fubftituted in its room ; or, if no proper one could be 
found, to exptefs the thing in a circumlocutory manner. 
A foldier who was examined, as a witnefs upon a trial, in 
Greek, he would not allow to make any anfwer but in 
Latin. 

LXX1I. During the whole time of his recefs at Ca- 
prete, he attempted only twice to come to Rome. Once 
he came in a galley as far as the gardens near the Nau- 
roachia, but placed guards along the banks of the Tiber, 
to keep off all who !hould offer to come to meet him. 
And a fecond time he advanced along the Appian way, 
within feven miles of the city ; but taking only a view 
of the walls at a diftance, he immediately returned. For 
what reafon he came not to the town, upon his progrefs 
up the Tiber, is uncertain; but in the latter excurfton, 
he 
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he was deterred by a prodigy. He ufed to divert himfelf 
with a fnake, which going to feed with his own hand, 
according to his cuftom, he found it devoured by ants, 
and was therefore advifed to beware of the fury of the 
mob. On this account, returning in all hafte to Cam¬ 
pania, he fell ill at Aftura ; but recovering a little, went 
on to Circeii. And to obviate any fufpicion of his be¬ 
ing in a bad ftate of health, he was not only prefent at 
the diverfions of the camp, but encountered in perfon, 
from an eminence, with javelins, a wild boar, which 
was let out for the purpofe. Being immediately feized 
with a pain in the fide, and catching cold upon his over¬ 
heating himfelf in the exercife, he relapfed into a worfe 
condition than he was at fir ft. He held out however 
for fome time ; and failing as far as Mifenum, omitted no¬ 
thing in his ufual manner of life, not even his entertain¬ 
ments, nor other pleafures, partly from an ungovernable 
appetite, and partly to conceal his condition. For Cha- 
ricles, a phyfician, having obtained leave to retire fome 
time from court, at his rifing from table, feized his hand 
to kifs it; upon which Tiberius, fuppofing he did it to 
feel his pulfe, defired him to flay and take his place again, 
and continued the entertainment longer than ufual. At 
laft, however, according to his ufual practice, he flood 
up in the middle of the room, with an officer attending, 
and took leave of every one in the company by name. 

LXXIII. Meanwhile, finding upon a perufal of the 
acts of the Senate, “ that fome perfons under profecutlon 
had been difeharged, without being brought to a hear¬ 
ing,” concerning whom he had written but very briefly, 
mentioning no more than that they had only been named 
by mi informer; complaining in a great rage that he 



THE LIFE OF 


3°2 

was treated with contempt, he refolded at all events to 
return to Capreae ; not daring to attempt any thing upon 
die occafion but in a place of fecurity:' jlut being de¬ 
tained by ftorms, and the violence of the difeafe, which 
encreafed upon him, he died foon after, at a country- 
feat belonging to Lucullus, in the feventy-eighth year of 
his age, and the twenty-third of his reign, upon the fe- 
venteenth of the Calends of April, when Cn. Acerro- 
nius Proculus and C. Pontius Niger were Confuls. Some 
are of opinion that a llow-confuming poifon was given 
him by Caius. Others fay, that during the intermiflion 
of a fever with which he happened to be feized, upon 
aiking for food, it was denied him. Others report, that 
he was ftifled by a pillow thrown upon him, at his reco¬ 
vering from a fwoon, and calling for his ring, which 
had been taken from him in the fit. Seneca writes, 
“ That finding himfelf a-dying, he took his ring off his 
finger, and held it a while, as if he would deliver it to 
fomebody ; but put it again upon his finger, and lay for 
fome time, with his hand clinched, and without ftirring : 
when fuddenly calling upon his attendants, and no per- 
fon making anfwer, he rofe ; but his ftrengh failing him, 
he fell down a little way frcm his bed. 

LXXrV. Upon his laft birth-day, he had brought a 
large beautiful ftatue of Apollo of Temcnis from Syra- 
cufe, with the view of placing it in the library of the 
new temple, which had been built for that God ; but 
dreamt that he appeared to him, and affured him “ that 
his ftatue could not be credled by him.'"’ A few d3ys 
before he died, the watch-tower of Caprese fell down. 
And at Mifenum, fome embers and coals, which were 
brought in to warm his parlour, went out, and after 
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being quite cold, burft out into a flame again in the 
evening, and continued burning very bright for feveral 
hours. 

LXXV. The people rejoiced fo much athis death, that, 
upon the firfi: news of it, they ran up and down the city, 
fome crying out, “ Away with Tiberius into the Tiber 
others exclaiming, “ May the earth, the common mother 
of mankind, and the infernal Gods, allow no place for 
the dead, but amongft the wicked.” Others threatened his 
body with the hook and the Seals Gemonis, their indig¬ 
nation at his former cruelty being encreafed by a recent 
inftance of the fame kind. It had been provided by an 
a61 of the Senate, that the punifhmcnt of perfons con¬ 
demned to die fliould always be deferred until the tenth 
day after the fentence. Now it happened that the day 
on which the news of Tiberius’s death arrived, was the 
time fixed by law’ for the execution of fome perfons that 
had been fentenced to die. Thefe poor creatures implored 
the prote£lion of all about them ; but becaufe Caius was 
not in town, and there was none clfe to whom applica¬ 
tion could be made in their behalf; the men who were 
charged with the care of their execution, from a dread 
of offending againft that law, ftrangled them, and threw 
them down the Seals Gemonis. This excited in the minds 
of the people a ftill greater abhorrence of the tyrant’s me¬ 
mory, fince his cruelty fubfifted even after his death. 
As foon as his corpfe began to move from Mifenum, many 
cried out for its being carried to Atella, and broiled there 
in the amphitheatre. It was however brought to Rome, 
and burnt with the ufual ceremony. 

LXXVI. He had made about two years before two 
draughts 
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draughts of his will, one with his own hand, and the 
other with that of one of his freedmen ; and both were 
witnefied by fome perlons of very mean rank. He lefthis 
two grandfons, Caius by Germanicus, and Tiberius by 
Drnfus, conjunct heirs to his eftate ; and upon the death 
of one of them, the other was to inherit the whole. He 
gave likewife many legacies ; amongft which were bc- 
quefls to the Veftal Virgins, to all the foldiers, to every 
commoner of Rome, and to the overfeers of the feveral 
divifions of the city. 


AT the death of -Av.guftus, there had elapfed fo long & 
period from the overthrow of the Republic by Julius Csfarr 
that few were now living who had been born under the an¬ 
cient conftitution of the Romans; and the mild and profper- 
ons adminiftration of Auguftus, during forty-four years, 
had- by this time reconciled the minds of the people to a 
defpotic government. Tiberius, the adopted fon of the 
former fovereign, was of mature age ; and though he had 
hitherto lived, for the mod part, abftra£ted from any 
concern with public affairs, yet, having been brought up 
in the family of Auguftus, he was acquainted with his 
method of government, which, there was reafon to ex- 
pe£f, he would render the model of his own. Livia, too, 
his mother and the relidt of the late emperor, was ftill 
living, a woman venerable by years, who had long been 
familiar, with the councils of Auguftus, and from her 
high rank, as well as uncommon affability, poflefTed an 
extenfive influence amongft all clafles of the people. 

Such were the circumftauces in favor of Tiberius’s 
fuceefSon, at the demife of Auguftus; but there tvere 
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others of a tendency-difadvantageous to his views. His 
temper was haughty and referved: Auguftus had often 
apologifed for the ungracioufnefs of his manners: lie 
was difobedient to his mother; and though he had not 
openly difcovered any propenfity to vice, he enjoyed none 
of thofe qualities which ufually conciliate popularity. 
To thefe cqpfulerations it is to be added, that Poftumus 
Agrippa, the grandfon of Ahguftus by Julia, was living; 
and if confanguinity was to be the rule of fucceffion, his 
right was indifputahly preferable to that of an adopted 
foil. Auguftus had fent this youth into exile a few years 
before ; but, towards the clofe of his life, had exprefled a 
defign of recalling him, with the view, as was fuppofed, 
of appointing him his fucceffor. The father of young 
Agrippa had been greatly beloved by the Romans ; and 
the fate of his mother Julia, though notorious for her 
profligacy, had ever been regarded by them with peculiar 
fympathy and tendemefs. Many therefore attached to 
the fon the partiality entertained for his parents; which 
was etlcrcafed not only by a ftrong fufpicion, but a gene¬ 
ral furmife, that his elder brothers, Caius and Lucius, 
had been violently taken off, to make way for the fuc- 
ceffion of Tiberius. That an obftruftion was appre¬ 
hended to Tiberius’s fucceffion from this quarter, is put 
beyond all doubt, when we find that the death of Au¬ 
guftus was induftrioufly kept fecret, until young Agrippa 
fliould be removed ; who, it is generally agreed, was di- 
fpatchcd by an order from Livia and Tiberius eonjunftly, 
or at leaft from the former. Though by this aft there re¬ 
mained no rival to Tiberius, yet the confeioufnefs of his 
o mi wa nt of pretenfions to the Roman throne, feems to have 
If ill icndered him diftruftrul of the fucceffion ; and that he 
fliould have quietly obtained it, without the voice of the 
people, the real inclination of the Senate, or the fupporc 
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of the army, can be imputed only to the influence of !>!$ 
mother, and his own diflimulation. Ardently felicitous to 
attain the objeS, yet affedfing a total indifference ; artfully 
prompting the Senate to give him the charge of the go¬ 
vernment, at the time that he intimated an invincible re¬ 
luctance to accept it; his abfolutely declining it in per¬ 
petuity’, but fixing no rime for an abdication ; his deceit¬ 
ful infinuarion of bodily infirmities, with hints likcvvife 
of approaching old age, that he might allay in the 
Senate all apprehcnfions of any great duration of his 
power, and reprefs in his adopted fon, Germanicus, the 
emotions of ambition to difplace him; form altogether a 
fcene of the moll inlidious policy, inconfiftency and 
diilimulation. 

In this period died, in the eighty-fixth year of her age, 
Livia Dmiilla, mother of the emperor, and the relidt of 
Auguftus whom the furvived fifteen years. She was 
the daughter of L. Drufus Calidianus, and married Ti¬ 
berius Claudius Kero, by whom fhe had two fons, Ti¬ 
berius and Drufus. The conduct of this lady fecms to 
jultify the remark of Caligula, that “ fhe was an UlylTes 
in a woman’s drefs.” Octavius fir ft faw her as lhe fled 
from the danger which threatened her hufband, who had 
efpoufed the caufe of Antony; and though fhe was then 
pregnant, he refolved to marry her, whether with her own 
inclination or not, is left by Tacitus undetermined. To 
pave the way for this union, he divorced his wife Scribo- 
nia, and with the approbation of the Augurs, which he 
could have no difficulty to obtain, celebrated his nuptials 
with Livia. There enfued from this marriage no iffue, 
though much defired by both panics; but Livia retained, 
without interruption, an unbounded afeendency over the 
emperor, whofe confidence fhe abuled, while the uxorious 
hufband 
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hulband little fufpedfed that he was cheriihing in his 
bofom a viper who was to prove the deftrudtion of his 
houfe. She appears to have entertained a predominant 
ambition of giving an heir to the Roman empire; and 
lince it could not be done by any fruit of her marriage 
with Auguftus, lhe refolved on accomplilhing that end in 
the pcrfon of Tiberius, the eldeft fon by her former huf- 
band. The plan which lhe devifed for this purpofe, was 
to exterminate all the male offspring of Auguftus by his 
daughter Julia, who was married to Agrippa ; a ftrata- 
gem which, when executed, would procure to Tiberius, 
through the means of adoption, the eventual fucceflion to' 
the empire. The cool yet fanguinary policy, and the pa¬ 
tient perfeverance of refolution, with which lhe profe- 
cuted her defign* have feldom been equalled. While the 
fons of Julia were yet young, and while there was ftill a 
poffibility that lhe herfelf might have iffue by Auguftus, 
lhe fufpended her project for fomo time, in the hope per¬ 
haps, that accident or difeafe might operate in its favor ; 
but when the natural term of her conftifution had put a 
period to her hopes of progeny, and when the grandfons 
of the emperor were riling into the years of manhood, 
and had been adopted by him, lhe began to carry into ex¬ 
ecution what lhe long had meditated. The firft object 
devoted to dsftru&ion was C. Caefar Agrippa, the eldeft 
of Auguftus’s grandfons. This promifmg youth was fert 
to Armenia, upon an expedition againft the Perfians; and 
Lollius, who had been his governor, either accompanied 
him thither from Rome, or met him in the Eaft, where 
he had obtained fome appointment. From the hand of 
this traitor, perhaps under the pretext of exercifing the 
authority of a preceptor, but in reality inftigated by Livia, 
the young prince received a fatal blow, of which he died 
fome time after. 

X 2 
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The occafion of Caius’s death feeras to have been 
carefully kept from the knowledge of Auguftus, -who pro¬ 
moted Lollius to the Confulfhip, and made him governor 
of a province ; but by his rapacity in this ftation, he af¬ 
terwards incurred the emperor’s difpleafure. The true 
character of this perfon had efcaped the keen difcernment 
of Horace, as well as the fagacity of the emperor ; for 
in two Epiftles addrefled to Lollius, he mentions him as 
great and accomplifhed in the fuperlative degree : max'imc 
Lolli, liberrime Lolli ; fo impofing had been the manners 
and addrefs of this deceitful courtier. 

Lucius, the fecond fon of Julia, was banifhed into 
Campania, for uling, as is faid, feditious language againft 
his grandfather. In the feventh year of his exile, Au¬ 
guftus propofed to recall him; but Livia and Tiberius, 
dreading the confequences of his being reflored to the 
emperor’s favor, put in pradtice the expedient of having 
him immediately affaflinated. Poftumus Agrippa, the 
third fon, incurred the difpleafure of his grandfather in 
the fame way as Lucius, and was confined at Surrentum, 
where he remained a prifoner, until he was put to death 
by the order either of Livia alone, or in conjundtion 
with Tiberius, as was before obferved. 

Such was the cataftrophe, through the means of Livia, 
of all the grandfons of Auguftus ; and reafon juftifies the 
inference, that file who fcrupled not to lay violent hands 
upon thofe young men, had formerly pradtifed every arti¬ 
fice that could operate towards rendering them obnoxious 
to the emperor. We may even aferibe to her dark in¬ 
trigues the diffolure conduct of Julia. For the woman 
who could fecretlv act as procurefs to her own hufband, 
would feel little reftraint upon her mind, againft corrupt- 
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ing his daughter, when fuch an cffeft might contribute to 
anfwer the purpofe which fhe had in view. But in the in¬ 
gratitude of Tiberius, however undutiful and reprehen- 
fible in a fon towards a parent, {he at laft experienced a 
juft retribution for the crimes in which fhe had trained 
him, to procure the fucceflion to the empire. To thedif- 
grace of her fex, fhe introduced amongft the Romans the 
horrible practice of domeftic murder, little known before 
the times when the tbirft or intoxication of unlimited 
power had vitiated the focial aft'eflions; and file tranf- 
mitted to fucceeding ages a pernicious example, by which 
immoderate ambition might be gratified, at the expence 
of every moral obligation, as well as of humanity. 

One of the firft victims in the fanguinary reign of the 
prefent emperor, was Germanicus, the fon of Drufus, 
Tiberius’s own brother, and who had been adopted by his 
uncle himfelf. Under any fovereign, of a temper differ¬ 
ent from that of Tiberius, this amiable and meritorious 
prince would have been held in the higheft efteem. At 
the death of his grandfather Auguftu's, he was employed 
in a war in Germany, where he greatly diftinguiflied him¬ 
felf by his military achievements ; and as foon as intelli¬ 
gence of that event arrived, the foldiers, by whom he 
was extremely beloved, unanimoufly falutcd him empe¬ 
ror. Refuting, however, to accept this mark of their 
partiality, he perfevered in allegiance to the government 
of his uncle, and profecuted the war with fuccefs. Upon 
the conclufion of this expedition, he was fent, with the 
title of Emperor of the Eaft, to reprefs the fe Jitions of the 
Armenians, in which he was equally fuccefsful. But the 
fame which he acquired, ferved only to render him an ob¬ 
ject of jealoufy to Tiberius, by whofe order he was fe- 
cretly poifoned at Daphne, near Antioch, in the thirty- 
X 3 fourth 
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fourth year of his age. The news of Germanicus’s death 
was received at Rome with univcrfal lamentation ; and 
all ranks of the people entertained an opinion, that, had 
he furvived Tiberius, he would have reftored the freedom 
of the Republic. The love and gratitude of the Romans 
decreed many honors to his memory'. It was ordered, 
that his name Ihould be fling in the folemn proccffion of 
the Salii ; that crowns of oak, in allufion to his viifto- 
ries, Ihould be placed upon Gurule chairs in the hall per¬ 
taining to' the priefts of Auguftus ; and that an effigy of 
him in ivory fhould be drawn upon a chariot, preceding 
the ceremonies of the Circcnfian games. Triumphal 
arches were eredled, one at Rome, another on the banks 
of the Rhine, and a third upon Mount Amanus in Syria, 
with inferiptions of his atchievements, and that he died 
for his fervices to the Republic*,” 

His obfequies were celebrated, not with the difplay of 
images and funeral pomp, but with the recital of his 
praifes, and the virtues which rendered- him illuilrious. 
From a refemblance in his perfonal accomplifliments, 
his age, the manner of his death, and the vicinity of 
Daphne to Babylon, many compared his fate to that of 
Alexander the Great? He was celebrated for humanity 
and benevolence, as well as military talents, and amidft 
the toils of war, found leifure to cultivate the arts of 
literary genius. He compofed two comedies in Greek, 
fome epigrams, and a tranflation of Aratus into Latin 
verfe. He married Agrippina, the daughter of M. 
Agrippa, by whom he had nine children. This lady, 
who had accompanied her hulband into the eaft, car¬ 
ried his allies to Italy, and accufed his murderer Pifo, 
who, unable to bear up again!! the public edium incur- 
* Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. 
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red by that tranfadfion, laid violent hands upon himfelf. 
Agrippina was now nearly in the fame predicament with 
regard to Tiberius, that Ovid had formerly been in re- 
fpedt of Auguftus. He was fenfible, that when Ihe ac- 
cufed Pilo, {lie was not ignorant of the perfon bv whom 
the perpetrator of the murder had been inftigated ; and 
her prefence, therefore, feeming continually to reproach 
him with his guilt, he refolved to rid himfelf of a perfon 
become fo obnoxious to his fight, and banilhed her to the 
ifland of Pandataria, where fhe died fqme time afterwards 
of famine. 

But it was not fufficient to gratify this fanguinary ty¬ 
rant, that he had, without any caufc, cut off both Ger- 
msnicus and his wife Agrippina : the diftinguifhed merits 
and popularity of that prince were yet to be. revenged 
upon his children ; and accordingly he fet himfelf to in¬ 
vent a pretext for their deftrudtion. After endeavoring 
in vain, by various artifices, to provoke the refentment 
of Nero and Drufus againft him, he had recourfe to falfe 
accufation, and not only charged them with feditious de- 
figns, to which their tender years were ill adapted, but 
w ith vices of a nature the moft fcandalous. By a fen- 
tt nee of the Senate, which manifefted the extreme fervility 
of that affembly, he procured them both to be declared 
open enemies to their country. Nero he banifhed to the 
ifland of Pontia, where, like his unfortunate'mother, he 
mifcrably periilied by famine ; and Drufus was doomed to 
the fame fate, in the lower part of the Palatium, after 
fullering for nine days the violence of hunger, and hav¬ 
ing, as is related, devoured part of his bed. The remain¬ 
ing foil, Caius, on account of his vicious difpofition, he 
tvfolved to appoint his fucceffor on the throne, that, after 
)iis own death, a comparifon might be made in favor of 
X 4 his 
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his memory, when the Romans fhould be governed by a 
fovereign, yet more vicious and more tyrannical, if pof- 
fible, than himfelf, 

Sejanns, the minifter in the prefent reign, imitated 
with fuccefs, for fome time, thehypocrify of his mailer; 
s . and, had his ambitious temper, impatient 
of attaining its obje£t, allowed him to wear 
the malk for a longer period, he might have gained the 
imperial diadem ; in the purfuit of which, he was over¬ 
taken by that fate which be merited flill more by his 
cruelties than his perfidy to Tiberius. This man was a 
native of Volfinium in Tufcany, and the fon of a Roman 
knight. He had firft infinuated himfelf into the favor of 
Caius Csefar, the grandfon of Auguftus, after whofe death 
he courted the friendfnip of Tiberius, and obtained in a 
ihort time his entire confidence, which he improved to 
the befc advantage. The objedi which he next purfued, 
•was to gain the attachment of the Senate, and the officers 
of the army ; befides whom, with a new kind of policy, 
he endeavored to fecure in his interefts every lady of di- 
ftinguifhed connexions, by giving fecretly to each of them 
a promife of marriage, as foon as he fhould arrive at the 
fovereignty. The chief obflaclcs in his way were the 
fons and grandfons of Tiberius; and them he foon facri- 
ficed to his ambition, under various pretences. . Drufus, 
the eldeft of this progeny, having in a fit of paffion (truck 
the favorite, was deftined by him to deftrudtion. For this 
purpofe, he had the prefumption to feduce Livia, the wife 
of Drufus, to whom Ihe had borne feveral children ; and 
fhe confented to marry her adulterer upon the death of her 
hufband, who was foon after poifoned, through the 
means of an eunuch named Lygdus, by the order of her 
and Sejanus. 


Drufus 
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Drufus was the fon of Tiberius by Vipfania, one 
of Agrippa’s daughters. He difp'.ayed great intrepi¬ 
dity during the war in the provinces of Illyricum and 
Pannonia, but appears to have been diffolute in his mo¬ 
rals. Horace is faid to have written the Ode in praife 
of Drufus at the defirc of Auguftus ; and while the poet 
celebrates the military courage of the prince, he infi- 
nuates indirectly a falutary admonition to the cultivation 
of the civil virtues: 

DoBrina fed -jim promovel inf,law,' 
cultus peStor.i nbsr,a:l; 

Utrunque defccere mores, 

Vedecornnt ie-e r-lpec. 

Upon the death of Drufus, Sejanus .openly avowed a 
defire of marrying the widowed princefs ; but Tiberius 
oppofing this meafure, and at the fame time recommend¬ 
ing Germanicus to the Senate as his fuccefibr in the 
empire, the mind of Sejanus was more than ever in¬ 
flamed by the united, and now furious paflions of love 
and ambition. He therefore urged his demand with en- 
creafed importunity : but the emperor (till refufing his 
confent, and things being not yet ripe for an immediate 
revolt, Sejanus thought nothing fo favorable for the 
profecution of his defigns as the abfence of Tiberius 
from the capital. With this view, under the pretence of 
relieving his matter from the cares of government, he 
perfuaded him to retire to a diftance from Rome. The. 
emperor, indolent and luxurious, approved of the pro- 
pofal, and retired into Campania leaving to his ambi¬ 
tious minifter the whole direction of the empire. Had 
Sejanus now been governed by common prudence and- 
moderation, he might have attained to the accomplilh- 
ment of all his willies : but a natural impetuofity of 
temper, 
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temper, and the intoxication of power, precipitated him 
into meafures which foon effected his deftrudtion. As 
jf entirely emancipated from the conirol of a mailer, he 
publicly declared himfelf fovereign of the Reman em¬ 
pire, and that Tiberius, who had by this time retired to 
Capreas, was only the dependent prince of that tributary 
ifland. He even went fo far in degrading die emperor, 
as to have him introduced in a ridiculous light upon the 
ftage. Advice of Sejanus’s proceedings was foon carried 
to the emperor in Caprcas ; his indignation'was imme¬ 
diately excited ; and with a confidence founded upon an 
authority exercifed for feveral years, he fent orders for 
accuiing Scjanus before the Senate.- This mandate no 
fooner arrived, than the audacious miniller was deferted 
by his adherents : he was in a Ihort time after feized 
without refiftance, and ftrangled in prifou the fame day. 

Human nature recoils with horror at the cruelties of 
this execrable tyrant, who, having firft imbrued his hands 
in the blood of his. own relations, proceeded to excreife 
them upon the public with indiscriminate fury. Neither 
age nor fex afforded any exemption from his infatiable 
thirft of blood. Innocent children were condemned to 
death, and butchered in the prefence of their, parents : 
virgins, without any imputed guilt, were facrificed to a 
fimilar deftiny : but there being an ancient cuftom, of 
not ftrangling females in that fituation, they weie firft 
deflowered by the executioner, and afteiwards ftrangled ; 
as if an atrocious addition to cruelty could function the 
exercife of it. Fathers were conftrained by violence to 
witnefs the death of their own children ; and even the 
tears of a mother, at the execution of her child, were pu- 
nilhe.l as a capital offence. Some extraordinary cala¬ 
mities, occalioned by accident, added to the horrors of 
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tjiis reign. A great number of houfes on mount Ccelius 
■were deftroyed by lire; and by the fall of a temporary 
building at Fideua:, eredted for the purpofe of exhibit¬ 
ing public (hows, about twenty thoufand perfcns were 
;cither greatly hurt, or crullied to death in the ruins. 

By another fire which afterwards broke out, a part of 
the Circus was deftroyed, with the numerous buildings 
on mount Aventine. The only a£t of munificence dif- 
played by Tiberius during his reign, was upon the occa- 
fion of thofe fires, when, to qualify the feverity of his 
government, he indemnified the moil conliderable fuffer- 
ers for the lofs they had fuftained. 

Through the whole of his life, Tiberius feems to have 
condudted himfelf with a uniform repugnance to nature, 
AtTable on a few occafions, but in general averfe to fo- 
cicty, he indulged, from his earlieft years, a ntornfenefs 
of difpofition, which counterfeited the appearance of au- 
ftere virtue ; and in the decline of life, when it is com¬ 
mon to reform from juvenile indiferetions, lie launched 
forth into exccflcs, of a kind the moll unnatural and 
moll dctcftablc. Confidering the vicious pafiions which 
had ever brooded in his heart, it may feem furprifing, 
that he reftrained himfelf within the hounds of decency 
during fo many years after his acceflion : but though ut¬ 
terly deftitute of reverence or affection for his mother, 
he Hill felt, during her life, a filial ^awc upon his mind ; 
and after her death, he was actuated by a flavilh fear 
of Sejanus,until at laft necefiity abfolved him likewife from 
this reftraint. Thefe checks being both removed, he rioted 
without any control, either from fentiment or authority. 

Pliny relates, that the art of making glafs malleable 
was adlually dilcovered under the reign of Tiberius, and 
that 



THE LIFE OF 


jr6 

that the fhop and tools of the artift were deftroved, left, 
by the eftahliftiment of this invention, gold and fdver 
fhonld lofe their value. Dion adds, that the author of 
the difcovcry was put to death. 

•The gloom which darkened the Roman capital during 
this melancholy period, fhed a baleful influence on the 
progrefs of fcience throughout the empire, and literature 
languifhed during die prefent reign, in the fame propor¬ 
tion as it had fiourifhed in the preceding. It is doubtful 
whether fuch a change might not have happened in fome 
degree, even had the government of Tiberius been equally 
mild with that of his predeceflor. The prodigious fame 
of the writers of the Auguftan age, by reprefling emu¬ 
lation, tended to a general diminution of die efforts of 
genius for fome time; while the banilhment of Ovid, it 
is probable, and the capital punifhment of a fubfequent 
poet, for cenfuring the character of Agamemnon, ope¬ 
rated towards the farther difeouragement of poetical ex¬ 
ertions. There now exifted no circumftance to counter¬ 
balance thefe difadvantages. Genius no longer found a 
patron either in the emperor or his minifter; and the gates 
of the palace were {hut againft all who cultivated the 
elegant purfuits of the Mufes. Panders, catamites, aflaf- 
fins, wretches flamed with every crime, were the con- 
ftant atieddants, as the only fit companions, of the tyrant 
who now occupied the throne. We are informed, how¬ 
ever, that even this emperor had a tafle for the liberal 
arts, and that he compofed a lyric poem upon the death 
ofL-Crefar, with fome Greek poems in imitation of Eu- 
phorion, Rhianus, and Parthenius. But none of thefe 
has been tranfmitted to pofterity: and if we fhould form 
an opinion of them upon the principle of Catullus, that 
to be a good poet one ought to be a good man, there is 
little reafon to regret that they have perifhed. 

We 
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We meet with no poetical production in this reign; 
and of profe-writers the number is inconfidentble, as will 
appear from the following account of them. 

Velleius Paterculus was born of an Equeftrian family 
in Campania, and ferved as a military Tribune under Ti¬ 
berius, in his expeditions in Gaul and 
Germany. He compofed an Epitome of *Patercx/”i 
the Hiftory of Greece, and of Rome, with 
that of other nations of remote antiquity: but of this work 
there only remain fragments of the hiftory of Greece and 
Rome, from the conqueft of Perfeus, to the feventeenth 
year of the reign of Tiberius. It is written in two books, 
addreffed to M. Vinicius, who held the office of Conful. 
Rapid in the narrative, and concife as well as elegant in 
ftyle, this production exhibits a pleafmg epitome of an¬ 
cient tranfaCtions, enlivened occalionally with anecdotes, 
and an expreffive defcription of characters. In treating of 
the family of Auguftus, Paterculus is juftly liable to the 
imputation of partiality, which he incurs ftill more in the 
latter period of his hiftory, by the praife which is lav idl¬ 
ed on Tiberius and the minifter Sejanus. He intimates 
a defign of giving a more full account of the civil war 
which followed the death of Julius C$far; but this, if he 
ever accomplilhed it, has not been tranfmitted to pofteri- 
ty. Candid, but decided in his judgment of motives and 
aCtions, if we except his inveCtives againft Pompey, he 
lliows little propeniiry to cenfure ; but in awarding praife, 
he is not equally parlimonious, and, on fome occafions, 
rilks the imputation of hyperbole. The grace, how¬ 
ever, and the apparent finceritv, with which it is bellow¬ 
ed, reconcile us to the compliment. This aurhor con¬ 
cludes his hiftory with a prayer for the profperity of the 
Roman empire. 

Valerius 
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Valerios Maximus was defcendcd of a Patrician fa'mi- 
lv; but we learn nothing more concerning him, than that 
for fome time lie followed a military life 
Mn-trna under Sextus Pompey. He afterwards be¬ 
took himfelf to writing, and has left an ac¬ 
count, in nine books, of the memorable apophthegms and 
actions of eminent perfons ; hr It of the Romans, and af¬ 
terwards of foreign nations. The fubjedts are’of various 
kinds, political, moral, and natural, ranged into diftindt 
daffes. His tranfitions from one fubjcdl to another are 
often performed with gracefulncfs ; and where he offers 
any remarks, they generally (how the author to be a man 
of judgment and ohfervation. Valerius Maximus is 
chargeable with no affectation of flyle, but is fometimes 
deficient in that purity of language which might be exr- 
pe£ted in the age of Tiberius, to whom the work is ad- 
drelTed. What inducement the author had to this dedica¬ 
tion, we know not; but as it is evident from a paffage in 
the ninth book, that the compliment was paid after the death 
of Sejanus, and confequenrly in the molt fhameful period 
of Tiberius’s reign, we cannot entertain any high opinion 
of the independent fpirit of Valerius Maximus, who could 
fubmit to flatter a tyrant, in the zenith of infamy and de¬ 
reflation. But we cannot aferihe the caufe to any delicate 
artifice, of conveying to Tiberius, indirectly, an admoni¬ 
tion to reform his conduct. Such an expedient would have 
only provoked the feverefl refentment from his jealoufy. 

Phsdrus was a native of Thrace, and was brought to 
Rome as a Have. He had the good fortune to come into 
^ j the fervicc of Augullus, where, improving 

his talentsby reading, he procured the fa¬ 
vor of the emperor, and was made one of his freedmen. 
In the reign of Tiberius, he tranflated into iambic verfe 
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the Fables of JEtop? They are divided into five books, 
and are not lefs eonfpicuous for precilion and funplicity 
of thought, than for purity and elegance of ftyle ; con¬ 
veying moral fentimenls with unaffected eafe, and im- 
preffive energy. Phaedrus underwent, for fome time, a 
perfecution from Sejanus, who, confcious of his own de¬ 
linquency, fufpe&ed that he was obliquely fatirifed in the 
commendations beftowed on virtue by the poet. The 
work of Phaedrus is one of the lateft which have been 
brought to light fince the revival of learning. It remain¬ 
ed in obfeurity until two hundred years ago, when it was 
difeovered in a library at Rheims. 


Hyginus is faid to have been a native of Alexandria, or, 
according to others, a Spaniard. He was, like Phsedrus, 
a freedman of Auguftus ; but, though in- 
duftrious, he feems not to have improved 
himfelf fo much as his companion, in the 
art of compofition. He wrote, however, a mythologi¬ 
cal hiftovy, under the title of Fables; a work called 
Poeticon AJlronomicon, with a treatife on agriculture, 
commentaries on Virgil, the lives of eminent men, and 
fome other produftions now loft. His remaining works 
are much mutilated, and, if genuine, afford an un¬ 
favorable fpecimen of his elegance and corre&nefs as a 


Celfus was a phyfician in the time of Tiberius, and 
has written eight books De Medicina , in which he has 
collected and digefted into order, all that 
is valuable on the fubjedl, in the Greek A 
and Roman authors. The profeffors of 
medicine were at that time divided into three fefis, viz. 
the Dogmatifts, Empirics, and MethoJifts ; the firft of 
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■whom deviated Iefs than the others from the plan of Hip* 
pocrates: but they were in general irreconcilable to eacli 
other, in refpect both of their opinions and pradlice. 
Celfns, with great judgment, has occafionally adopted 
particular doctrines from each of them; and whatever he 
admits into his fyftem, he not only eftabliflies by the in oft 
rational ohfervations, hut confirms by its practical utili¬ 
ty. In juftnefs of remark, in force of argument, in pre- 
ciiion and perfpieuify, as well as in elegance of expref- 
fion, lie defcrvedly occupies the mod diftinguifhed rank 
amongft the medical writers of antiquity. It appears that 
Celfus likewife wrote on agriculture, rhetoric, and mili¬ 
tary' affairs ; but of thofe feveral treatifes no fragment now 
remains. 

To the writers of this reign we mull add Apicius Cos- 
lius, who has left a book Dc Rc Cwuinaria , of Cookery. 
There were three .Romans of the name of Apicius, 
all remarkable for their gluttony. The firft lived in 
the rime of the Republic, the !aft in that of Trajan, 
and the intermed : ate Apicius under the emperors Au- 
gufius and Tiberius. This man, as Seneca informs 
.us, walled on luxurious living fcxcentin fejlcrtium, 
a fum equal to 484,375 pounds fterling. Upon ex¬ 
amining the Rate of his affairs, he found that there re¬ 
mained no more of his eftate than cenllcs fejicrtifm, 
80,729/. 3,-. 4J. which lecming to him too fraall to 
live upon, he ended his days by poifon. 


CAIUS 
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I. GERMANIC USj the father of C. Carfar, and fori 
t>f Drufus and the younger Antonia, was, after his adop¬ 
tion by Tiberius, his uncle, preferred to the Quseftorfhip 
five years before lie had attained die legal age* and, im¬ 
mediately upon the expiration of that office, to the Con- 
fulfliip. When he was fent to the army in Germany* 
he quieted the legions, which, upon the news of Auguf- 
tus’s death, obftinatelv refufed to accept of Tiberius for 
their prince, and offered him the government. In which 
affair it is difficult to fay, whether his regard to filial 
duty, or the firmnefs of his refolution, was more confpi- 
cuous. Soon after he defeated the enemy, and triumphed 
upon it. Being then made Conful a fecond time, before 
he could enter upon his office* he was obliged to fet 
out fuddenly for the eaft, where, after he had con¬ 
quered the king of Armenia, and reduced Cappadocia 
into the form of a province, he died at Antioch of 
a lingering diftemper* in the thirty-fourth year of his 
age, not without the fufpicion of being poifoned. For 
befidcs the livid fpots which appeared all over his body, 
and a foaming at the mouth; when his corpfe was burnt, 
the heart was found entire, the nature of which is fup- 
pofed til be fucli, as, when tainted by poifon, to refill all 
confumption by fire *. 

-ii.it 

* This opinion, like fome others .which occur in Sue- 
Y tonius, 
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II. It was a prevailing opinion, that he was taken off 
by the contrivance of Tiberius, and through the means 
of Cn. Pifo. This perfon being about the fame time 
made governor of Syria, and declaring openly that he 
muft either offend the father or the fon, as if there was 
an abfolute neccffity for it, abufed Germanicus, at that 
time lick, in the moft fcurrilous and extravagant manner, 
both by words and deeds : for which, upon his return to 
Rome, he narrowly avoided being torn to pieces by the 
people, and was condemned to death by the Senate. 

III. It is generally agreed, that Germanicus poffcffed 
all the noble endowments of body and mind in a higher 
degree than had ever before fallen to the lot of any man : 
handfomenefs of perfon, extraordinary courage, great pro¬ 
ficiency in the eloquence and other branches of literature 
both of Greece and Rome; befides a lingular humanity, 
and a behaviour fo engaging, as to captivate the affedlions 
of all about him. The fmallnefs of his legs did not cor- 
refpond with the fymmetry and beauty of his perfon in 
other refpefls ; but this defect; was at length corre&ed by 
a conftant cuftom of riding after meals. In battle, he 
frequently encountered and flew the enemy with his own 
hand. He pleaded caufes, even after he had the honor of 
a triumph. Amongft other fruits of his ftudies, he left 
behind him feme Greek comedies. Both at home and 
abroad he always conducted himfelf in a manner the moft 
unafluming. On entering any free and confederate town, 
he never would be attended by his Liftors. Whenever he 
heard in lu's travels of the fepulchres of famous men, Ire 

tonius, may jufrly be conlidered as a vulgar error: and if 
the heart was found entire, it muft have been owing to the 
weaknefs of the fire, rather than to any quality communi¬ 
cated, of refilling the power of that .lenient. 

paid 



CAIUS CiESAR. CALIGULA. 323 

paid his refpedts at them to their memory, by the ufual 
offerings. He burifd in one tomb the Scattered relics of 
thofe who had been flam with Varus, and was the fore- 
mod to put his hand to the work of collefting and bring¬ 
ing them to the place of burial. He was fo extremely 
mild and gentle to his enemies, whoever they were, or on 
what account foever they bore him enmity, that, though 
Pifo cancelled his decrees, and for a long rime haraffcd 
his dependents extremely, he never fliowed the fmalleft 
refentment, until he found himfelf attacked by magic 
charms and imprecations; and even then he proceeded 
no farther than to renounce all friendihip with him, ac¬ 
cording to ancient ufage, and to recommend to his friends 
about him the revenge of his death, if he Ihould be cut 
off by any violence. 

IV. He reaped the fruit of his noble qualities in abun¬ 
dance, being fo much eftcemed and beloved by his friends, 
that Auguftus (to fay nothing of his other relations) being 
a long time in doubt, whether he Ihould not appoint him 
his f icceffor, at laff ordered Tiberius to adopt him. He 
was fo extremely popular, that many authors tell us, the 
crowds of thofe who went to meet him upon his coming 
to any place, or to attend him at his departure, were fo 
prodigious, that he was fometimesin danger of his life: 
that upon his return to Germany, after he had quelled 
the mutinies in the army there, all the battalions of the 
guards went to meet him, notwithftanding the public or¬ 
der that only two Ihould go for that purpofe ; and that 
all the reft of the people, both men and women, of all ages 
and conditions, went as far as twenty miles to attend him 


V. About the time of his death, however, and after- 
Y a wards. 
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■wards, they difplayed frill greater and fttonger proofs of 
their extraordinary attachment towards him. The day 
on which he died, the temples were Honed, the altars of 
the Gods demolilhed, the houfehold Gods were by fome 
thrown into the ftreets, and new-born infants were expof- 
ed. It is even faid that barbarous nations, both fuch as 
■were at variance among!! themfelves, and thofe that were 
at war with us, all agreed to a collation of arms, as if they 
had been all in mourning for fome very near and common 
friend: that fome petty kings lliaved their beards upon 
it, and their wives’ heads, in token of their extreme for- 
row ; and that the king of kings * forbore his exercife of 
hunting and feafting with his nobles, which, among!! the 
Parthians, is equivalent to a ceflation of all bulinefs in a 
time of public mourning with us. 

VI. At Rome, upon the fir!! news of his ficknefs, the 
city was thrown into great confternation and grief, wait¬ 
ing impatiently for farther intelligence ; when fttddenly, 
in the evening, a report without any certain author was 
fpread, that lie was recovered ; upon which the people 
flocked with torches and vidlims to the Capitol, and were 
in fuch hafle to pay the vows they had made for his re¬ 
covery, that they almoi! broke open the doors. Tiberius 
was awakened out of his fleep with the noife of the peo¬ 
ple congratulating one another, and finging all round r 

* The magnificent title of King of Kings has been aflumed, 
at different times, by various potentates. The perfon to whom 
it is here applied, is the king of Parthia. Under the kings 
of Perlia, and evfen under the Syro-Macedonian kings, this 
country was of no conlideration, and reckoned a part of Hyr- 
cania. But upon the revolt of the Eali from the Syro-Mace- 
(ionians, at the inftigation of Arfaces, the Parthians are faid 
to have conquered eighteen kingdoms. 

Salva 
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Salva Roma, falva patria, falvus eft Germanicus. 

Rome is fafe, our country fafe, Germanicus is fo. 

But when certain advice came of his death, the mourn¬ 
ing of the people could neither be afluaged by confola- 
tion, nor reftrained by ediifts, and it continued during the 
fcftival of December. What contributed much to the 
glory of Germanicus, and the endearment of his memory, 
was the difmal feverity of the fubfequent times ; all peo¬ 
ple fuppoting, and with rcafon, that the fear and awe of 
him had laid a reftraint upon the cruelty of Tiberius, 
\vhich broke out foon after. 

VII. He married Agrippina, the daughter of M. Agrippa 
and Julia, by whom he had nine children, two of whom 
died in their infancy, as did another a few years after ; 
a very fprightly pleafant boy, whofe effigy, in the charac¬ 
ter of a Cupid, Livia fet up in the temple of Venus in the 
Capitol. Auguflus alfo placed another of him in his bed¬ 
chamber, and ufed to kifs it as often as he entered the 
apartment. The reft furvived their father : three daugh¬ 
ters, Agrippina, Drufilla, and Livilla, who were born 
fucceffively in three years ; and as many fons, Nero, 
Drufus, and C. Cmfar. Nero and Drtifus at the accufa- 
tion of Tiberius, were declared enemies to the public. 

VIII. Caius Caefar was bora the day preceding the 
Calends of September, when his father and C. Fontcius 
Capito were Confuls. But where he was born, is render¬ 
ed uncertain from the number of places which are faid to 
have given him birth. Cn. Lentulus G;etulicus fays that 
he was born at Tibur ; Pliny the younger, in the coun¬ 
try of the Treviri, at a village called Arabiattnus, above 

Y 3 Conflucntcs; 




Confluentes ; and he alledges, as a proof of it, altars 
•which are there fhown, with this infpription : “ For the 
Delivery of Agrippina.” Some verfes which were pub- 
lifhed in his reign, intimate that he was born in the win¬ 
ter quarters of the army. 

Ia cafiris natns, patriis nutritus in armis, 

Jam defignati prindpis omen erat. 

Bom in the camp, and train’d in ev’r y toil 
Which taught his fire the haughtiefl foes to foil ' r 
Detain’d he feem’d by fate to raife his name. 

And rule the empire with A.iguftan fame. 

I find in the public regifters that he was bom at Antium, 
Pliny charges Gztulicus as guilty of an arrant forgery, 
merely to footh the vanity of a conceited young prince, 
by giving a luftre to his birth, from a city facred to Her¬ 
cules ; and fays that he advanced this lye with the more 
aflhrance, becaufe, the year before the birth of Caius, Ger- 
manicus had a fon of the fame name born at Tibur, con¬ 
cerning whofe amiable childhood and premature death 
I have fpoken aboye. Plinv, it is plain, muft be miftaken, 
by the account left us of thofe times. For the writers of 
Auguftus’s hiftory all agree, that Gcrmanicus, at the expi¬ 
ration of his Confulfhip, was feat into Gaul, after the birth 
of Caius. Nor will die infcription upon the altar ferve to 
eftablifh Pliny’s opinion; bccaufe Agrippina was delivered 
of two daughters in that country, and any delivery, with¬ 
out regard to fex, is called puerperium, on acount that the 
ancients were uled to call girls puerte, and boys puelli. 
There is likewife extant a letter of Auguftus’s, written a 
few months before his death, to his grand-daughter Agrip¬ 
pina, about the fame Caius (for there was then no other 
child of hers living under that name). He writes as fol¬ 
lows: “Yefterday I gave order for 'J'alarius and Afellius 
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to fet out on their journey towards you, if the Gods per¬ 
mit, with your child Gaius, upon the fifteenth of the Ca¬ 
lends of June. I fend with him a phyfician of mine, 
whom I wrote to Germanicus he may retain if he pleaf- 
es. Farewell, my dear Agrippina, and take what care you 
can to come fafe and well to your Germanicus.” I ima¬ 
gine it is fufficiently evident that Caius could not be born 
there, whither he was carried from the city when almoft 
two years old. The fame confiderations muft likewife 
invalidate the authority of the verfes, and the rather, be- 
caufe the author is unknown. The only authority there¬ 
fore, upon which we can depend in refpedt of this matter, 
is that of the Adis, and the public regifter ; efpecially as 
he always preferred Antium to every other place of retire¬ 
ment, and entertained for it all that fondnefs which is 
commonly attached to one’s native foil. It is faid too, 
that, upon his growing weary of the city, he defigned 
to have transferred thither the feat of empire. 

IX. He acquired the name of Caligula * from the mer¬ 
riment of the foldiers with him in the camp, becaufe he 
was brought up amongft them in phe drefs of a common 
foldier. How much his education amongft them recom¬ 
mended him to their favor and affedtion, was fufficiently 
apparent in that furious mutiny of the army upon the 
death of Auguftus, when the fight of him only appeafed 
them. For they perfifted in their uproar, until they ob- 
ferved that he was Jent off to a neighbouring city, to fe- 
cure him againft all danger. Then at laft they began to 
relent, and, flopping the chariot he was in, earneftly begged 

* This name was derived from Caliga, a kind of fltoe, 
ftudded with nails, and chiefly ufed by the common foldiers 
jiv the Roman army. 
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that they might not-be expofed to die general hatred and re- 
fentment which by fuch a proceeding they mull incur. 

X. He likewife attended his father in his expedition into 
Syria. After his return, he lived firft widi his mother, 
and, when (he was banilhed, with his great-grandmother 
Livia Augufta ; in praife of whom, after her deceafe, 
though then only a boy, he pronounced a funeral oration 
in the Roftra. He then went into the family of his grand¬ 
mother Antonia, and afterwards, in the twentieth year of 
his age, being called by Tiberius to Capretc, he in one 
and the farpe day afTumed the manly habit, and Ibavcd his 
beard, but without receiving any of the honors which had 
been paid to his brothers upon the like occafton. While 
he remained in that iiland, many inftdious artifices were 
practifed, to extort from him a complaint againft Tibe¬ 
rius ; but by his circumfpection he avoided falling into 
the fnare. He affefted to take no more notice of the ill 
treatment of his relations, than if nothing had befallen 
them. With regard to his own fufferings, he feemed ut¬ 
terly infenfible of them, and behaved with fuch obfequi- 
oufnefs to his grandfather and all about him, that it was 
jnftly faid of him, “ There never was a better flave, nor 
a worfe mafter." 

XI. But he could not even then conceal his natural dif- 
pofition to cruelty and lewdnefs. He was extremely fond 
of feeing executions, and would ftroll about the ftreets in 
the night-time, difguifed in a periwig and a long coat; 
and was paffionatelv addidted to the theatrical arts of fing-t 
ing and dancing. Ail thefe levities Tiberius readily con- 
r.ived at, in hopes that thev might perhaps correct the 
rough nets of his temper, which the fagacious .'old man 
fo well knew, that he would often declare, “ That Caius 

lived 
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lived for the dcftruftion of himfelf,- and mankind ; and 
that he brought up a water-fnake for the Roman people, 
and a Phaeton for the world.” 

XII. Not long after, he married Junta Claudilla, the 
daughter of M. Silanus, a man of a very great family. 
Being then chofcn Augur in the room of his brother Dru- 
fus, before he could be inaugurated he was advanced to 
the Pontificate, with no fmall commendation of his dutiful 
behaviour, and great capacity. The fituation of the 
court likevvife was at this time favorable to his fortunes : 
for Sejanus being now ful’pcctcd, and foon after taken off, 
a new fupport was wanted to the adminillration, and he 
was by degrees flattered with the hope of fuccepding Ti¬ 
berius in the government. Towards fccuring more ef¬ 
fectually this profpeft, upon Junia’s dying in child-bed, 
he engaged in a criminal commerce with Ennia Naevia, 
the wife of Macro, at that time commander of the guards, 
promifing to marry her if ever he came to the empire; 
and gave her not only his oath, but a written obligation 
under his hand, for the accomplifliment of that promife. 
Having by her means infinuated himfelf into Macro’s 
favor, fome arc of opinion that he attempted to poifon 
Tiberius, and ordered his ring to he taken from him, be¬ 
fore the breath was out of his body ; and, bccaufe he 
feemed to hold it fall, a pillow to be thrown upon him, 
feifing and fqueezing him by the throat, at the fame time, 
with his own hand. One of his freedmen crying out at 
the horrid barbarity of this a Cl, he was immediately cruci¬ 
fied for it. That fuch a tranfadlion really took place, is 
fur from being improbable : for fome authors relate, that 
afterwards, though' he did not acknowledge his having 
a hand in the death of Tibet ius, yet he frankly declared 
he had formerly entertained fuch a defigu; and as a 
proof 
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proof of his affection for his relations, he would frequent¬ 
ly boaft, “ That, to revenge the death of his mother and 
brothers, he had entered the chamber of Tiberius, when 
he was afleep, with a poniard, but being feized with a fit 
of companion, threw it away, and retired ; and that Ti¬ 
berius, though fenfible enough of the defign, yet durft 
not take any notice of it, nor attempt any mode of 
revenge.” 

Xin r Having thus obtained ppffeflion of the imperial 
power, he fulfilled by his elevation the wilh of the Ro¬ 
man people, I may venture to fay, of mankind. He was 
long the object of expectation and defire to the greater 
part of the provincials and foldiers, who had known him 
when a child ; and to the whole body of the commonalty 
at Rome, from their affection for the memory of Ger- 
manicus his father, and compaffion for the family almoft 
entirely deflroved. Upon his moving from Mifenum there¬ 
fore, though he was in mourning, and attended the corpfe 
of Tiberius, yet he made his way amidft altars, victims and 
lighted flambeaux, with prodigious crowds of people every 
where attending him, in tranfports of joy, and calling him, 
befides other aufpicious names, by thofe of their “ Star, 
chicken, pretty puppet, and dear child.” 

XIV. Upon his entering the city, immediately by the 
confent of the Senate, and the people who broke into the 
houfe, Tiberius’s will being fet afide, who had left his 
ether grandfon, then a minor, joint heir with him, the 
whole government and adminiftration of affairs was put 
into his hands ; fo much to die joy and fatisfaCfion of the 
public, that, in lefs than three months after, above a hundred 
and fixty tboufand vidims are faid to have been offered in 
facrifice. Upon his palling, a few days after, into the 
iflands 
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iflands upon tile coaft of Campania, vows were made for 
his fafe return ; every perfon emulouflv teftifying their 
care anti concern for his fafety. But when he fell ill, 
the whole body of the people continued all night about 
the Palatium : foine engaged themfelyes by vow to exr 
pofe their perfons in combat as gladiators, and others, in 
like manner, to lay down their lives, for his recovery ; 
•which they intimated by bills publicly polled up in the 
city, To this extraordinary love entertained by his 
countrymen for him, was added an uncommon refpedfc 
from perfons of other nations. For Artabanus, king of 
the Parthians, who had always maqifefled a hatred and 
cbntcmpt of Tiberius, folicited his fricndlhip, came to 
hold a conference with a Confular lieutenant of his, and 
palling the Euphrates, paid his adoration to the eagles, 
with the other Roman fiandards, and the images of Csefar, 

XV. The love and refpeft which the world difplayecj 
towards him, he improved by pradtiling all the arts of 
popularity. After he had delivered, with abundance of 
tears, a fpccch in praife of Tiberius, and interred him 
with the utmoft pomp, he immediately battened over to 
Paudataria and the Pontian iflands, to bring thence the 
alhes of his mother and brother; and, to, teflify the great 
regard lie had fur their memory, he performed the voy¬ 
age in a very tempeftuous fcafon. He approached their 
remains with a profound veneration, and put them into 
the urns with his own hands. Having brought them in 
grand folemnity to Oltia, with a dreamer upon the flern 
of his fhip, and thence up the Tiber to Rome, they were 
borne by petfons of the lirft diftindtion in the Equefirian 
Order, on two biers, into the mauloleum, at nooij-dav. 
He appointed yearly offerings to be folemnlv and publicly 
rpade in honor of their memory ; and to that of his mo¬ 
ther 
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tiler Circenlian games befides, and a chariot in the pro- 
ceffion. The month of September he called Germanicus 
in honor of his father.. By a decree of the Senate, he 
heaped upon his grandmother Antonia all the honors that 
ever Livia Augufta had received. His uncle Claudius, 
who till then had continued in the Equeflrian Order, he 
took for his colleague in the Confullhip. He adopted his 
brother Tiberius on the day he took upon him the manly 
habit,'and conferred upon him the title of “ Prince of the 
"Y outh.” With regard to his fillers, he ordered an addition 
in all the oaths taken upon his account, in thefe words : 
“ Nor do I love myfelf or my own children more dearly 
than I do Caius and his lifters:” and commanded all pro- 
pofals of the Confuls to the Senate to be prefaced thus : 
“ May what we are going to offer prove fortunate and 
happy to C. Caefar and his fillers.” With the like popu¬ 
larity he reftored fuch as had been condemned and banifli- 
ed, and granted an act of indemnity for all crimes paffed. 
To deliver from all apprehenfion fuch as had been in¬ 
formers or witnefles againft his mother and brothers, ho 
brought ail the records or memoirs relating to their trials 
into the Forum, and then with a loud voice calling the 
Gods to witnefs that he hadnotread or meddled with them, 
he burnt them. A memoir which was ofFercd him re¬ 
lative to his own fecurity, he would not receive, declar¬ 
ing, ** that he had done nothing to render him odious to 
anv bodv and at the fame time laid, “ he had no ears 
for informers.” 

XVI. The Spintriz, thofe practitioners in a monftrous 
kind of new-invented lewdnefs, he was indeed prevailed 
upon not to throw into the fea, as he had intended ; but 
he banilhed them the citv. The writings of Titus La- 
bienus, C-ordus Cremutius, and Cafiius Severus, v. !;i< !j 
6 had 
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had been fuppreffed by an a£t of the Senate, he permitted 
to be drawn from obfcurity, and univerfally read.; obferv- 
ing, “ that it would be tor his own advantage to have the 
tranfaclions of former times delivered to poftcrity.” He 
publifhed accounts of all that pafled in the government, a 
practice which had been introduced by Auguftus, but dif- 
continued by Tiberius. He granted the magiftrates a full 
and free jurifdiclion, without any appeal to himfelf. He 
took a very Uriel andexadl furvey of the Equcftrian Order, 
but with a mixture of moderation; taking away openly 
the horfe from each knight who lay under the reproach 
of any thing bafe and dilhonorable; palling by the names 
of fuch knights as were guilty of fmall faults, in calling 
over the lift of the Order. To eafe the judges a little of their 
fatigue, he added a fifth clafs to the former four. He at¬ 
tempted likewife to reftore the people to their ancient 
right of voting in the choice of magiftrates. He paid 
very honorably, and without any difputc, the legacies left 
by Tiberius in his will, though it had been fet afide; as 
likewife thole left by the will of Livia Augufta, which 
Tiberius had fupprcii’cd. He remitted the hundredth pen¬ 
ny, due to the government in all audtions throughout Italy. 
He made up to many the lofs they had l'uftained by lire ; 
and if he reftored to any piinees their kingdoms, he 
likewife allowed them all the arrears of taxes, or 
other revenue, during the time of privation; as to 
Antiochus of Comagenc, the coniifcation of whofe 
kingdom amounted to a hundred millions of fertcrces. 
To evince to the world, that he was ready to encourage 
good examples in every kind, he gave to a freedwoman 
eighty thoul'and fefterces, for not difeovering a crime 
committed by her patron, though flic had been put to 
exquifitc torture for that purpofe. For fill tliefe a els 
of beneficence, amongft other honors, a golden fliield 
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•was decreed to him, which the different companies of 
priefts were to carry annually, upon a fixed day, into 
die Capitol, with the Senate attending, and the youth of 
the nobility, of both fexes, celebrating the praife of his 
virtue in fongs. It was likewife ordained, that the day on 
which he began his reign fhould be called Palilia, in token 
of the city’s being at that rime as it were new founded*. 

XVII. He bore four Confulfhips: the firft from the 
Calends of July for two months: die fecond from the Ca¬ 
lends of January for thirty days : the third until the Ides 
of January ; and the fourth until the feventh of the fame 
Ides. Of all thefe, he held the two laft fucceffively. 
The third he entered upon by hitnfelf at Lyons; not 
from any pride, or a difregard to the ufage of his coun¬ 
try ; but becaufe, at that diilance, it was impollible for 
him to know that his colleague died a little before the be¬ 
ginning of the new year. He twice diflributed to the 
people three hundred fefterces a man, and as often gave a 
very plentiful entertainment to the Senate and the Equcf- 
trian Order, with their wives and children. In the latter,. 
he prefented to the men forenfic garments, and to the wo¬ 
men and children redfearfs. To make an addition to the 
public joy for ever, he added to the Saturnalia one day, 
which he called Juvenalis f. 

XVIII. He 

* The city of Rome began to be built on the twenty-firft 
day of April, which was called Palilia, from Pales, the God- 
defs of thepherds, and was ever after kept as a feftival. 

f The Saturnalia, held in honor of Saturn, was, among!! 
the Romans, the moft celebrated feftival of the whole year, 
and kept in the month of December. All orders of the peo¬ 
ple were then devoted to mirth and feafting; friends fent 
prefents to one another; and mafters treated their flaves up* 
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XVIII. He prefented fome ftiows of gladiators, partly 
In the theatre, partly in the amphitheatre of Taurus, and 
partly in the Septa, with which he intermixed troops of th« 
choiceft boxers from Campania and Africa. He did not 
always prefide in perfon upon thofe occafions, but fome- 
times gave a commilhon to the magiftrates or his friends 
to fupply his place. He frequently entertained the people 
with ftage-plays of various kinds, and in feveral parts of 
the city, and fometimes by night, with lights fet up all 
over the city. He likewife made fcrambles amongft 
the people, and diflributed to every man a bafket of bread 
with other vi&uals. Upon this occafion, he fent his own 
ihare to a Roman knight, who was placed oppofite to 
him, and was eating very heartily. To a Senator, for 
the fame reafon, he fent a patent, by which he appointed 
him, in an extraordinary manner, a Praetor. He likewife 
exhibited a great number of Circenfian games from morn¬ 
ing until night; intermixed with the hunting of wild 
beads from Africa, or the Trojan game. Some of thefe 
games were celebrated with peculiar circumftances ; the 
Circus being overfpread with vermilion and chryfocolla ; 
and none rode the chariots but thofe of the Senatorian 
Order. Some he prefented upon the fudden, when upon 
his viewing from the Gelotiana the furniture of the Cir¬ 
cus, he was a(ked to do fo by a few perfons from the 
neighbouring Maeniana. 

XIX. He invented befides a new kind of fpectacle, 
and fuch as had ne\er been heard of before. For he made a 
bridge, of about three miles and a half in length, from 
Baiae to the Moles of Puteoli, drawing together from all 

on a footing of equality. • At firft it was held only one day, 
afterwards three days, and now received farther duration by 
the order of Caligula. 
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jiarts {hips of burden, fixing them in two rows by their 
anchors, and overlaying them with earth, in the form of 
the Appian way. He paffed and repaffed this bridge for 
two days together: the firft day mounted upon a horfe 
with accoutrements, wearing on his head a crown of 
oaken leaves, armed with a battle-ax, light fhield and 
fword, and in a cloak made of cloth of gold : the day 
following, in the habit of a charioteer, and mounted upon 
a chariot drawn by two famous horfes, having with him 
a young boy, Darius by name, one of the Parthian hoft- 
ages, with a body of the guards attending him, and a 
party of his friends mounted on Britifli chariots. Moft 
people, I know, are of opinion, that this bridge had 
been projected by Caius, in imitation of Xerxes, who, to 
the aftonifliment of the world, laid a bridge over the 
Hellefpont, which is fomewhat narrower than the di- 
ftance betwixt Baiae and Puteoli; and that others thought 
he did it to (trike a terroi into Germany and Britain, 
which he was upon the point of invading, with the fame 
of fome prodigious work. But I once, when a boy, heard 
my grandfather fay, that the rcafon afligncd by fome 
courtiers who were in the greatcil intimacy with him, 
was this: That when Tiberius was in fome anxiety 
about the nomination of a fucceflbr, and more inclined 
to pitch upon his grandfon, Thrafyllus the aftrologer had 
affured him, “ That Caius would no more be emperor, 
than he would ride on ho: ft back over the bay of Baia.” 

XX. He likewife exhibited public diverfions in Sicilvy 
Grecian games at Syracufe, and milccilap.eous (ports at 
Lugdunum in Gaul: belides a contcft for pre-eminence 
in the Grecian and Roman eloquence; in which we arc 
told that fuch as were baffled beftowed rewards upon the 
belt performers, and were obliged to compote fpeeches in 
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their praife : but that thofe who performed the word, 
were forced to blot out what they had written with a 
fponge or their tongue, unlefs they chofe rather to be 
beaten with a rod, or plunged over head and ears into the 


XXI. He finished the works which were left imper¬ 
fect by Tiberius, viz. the temple of Auguftus, and the 
theatre of Pompey. He began iikewife the aquedudt 
from the neighbourhood of Tibur, and an amphitheatre 
near the Septa ; of which.works, one was completed by 
his fuccelfor Claudius, and the other remained as he left 
it. The walls of Syracufe, which by length of time were 
much decayed, he repaired, as he likewife did the temples 
of the Gods. He entertained a defign to rebuild the palace 
of Polycrates at Samos, to finifli the temple of the Didy- 
masan Apollo at Miletus, and to build a city upon the top 
of the Alps; but of all things to make a cut through the 
Ifthmus in Aehaia ; and fent a Centurion of the firft rank 
to meafure out the work. 

XXIT. Thus far we have fpoken of him as a prince. 
What remains to be faid of him, befpeaks him rather a 
monfter than a man. He aflumed a variety of titles, fuch 
as “ Dutiful, the Son of the Camp, the Father of the Ar¬ 
mies, and the Greateft and the Bell Caefar.” Upon hear¬ 
ing fome kings, who came to the city to pay their re- 
fpefts to him, contending amongft themfelves at fupper, 
about the noblenefs of their birth, he exclaimed, “ Let 
there be but one prince, one king.” He was ftrongly 
inclined to have taken a crown immediately, and to have 
turned the imperial dignity into the form of a kingdom; 
but being told that he far exceeded the grandeur of kings 
and princes, he began to arrogate to himfelf a divine ma- 
Z jelly. 
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jefty. He ordered all the images of the Gods, that were 
famous either for their beauty or the veneration paid them’ 
amongft which was that of Jupiter Olympius, to he 
brought from Greece, that he might take the heads off, 
and put on his own. He carried on a part of. the Pala- 
tium as far as the Forum ; and the temple of Caftor and 
Pollux being convened into a kind of porch to his houfc, 
he would often Rand betwixt the two brothers, and fo 
prefent hiinfelf to be worlhipped by all votaries ; fome of 
whom faluted him by the name of "Jupiter Latialis. He 
ordered likewife a temple and priefts, and the moft choice 
vi&iras for his own godhead. In his temple flood an 
image of gold, exactly of the fame fize with himfelf, and 
which was every day drefled up in die fame fort of gar¬ 
ment as what he ufed. The mod opulent perfons in the 
city offered themfelves as candidates for the honor of be¬ 
ing his priefts, and purchafed it fucceflively at an immenfe 
price. The victims were flamingos, peacocks, buftards, 
Numidica?, turkev-hens, and pheafant-hens, each facrificed 
on their refpective days. In the night he ufed conftantly 
to invite the moon, when full, to his embraces. In the 
day-time he talked in private to Jupiter Capitolinus ; one 
while whifpering to him, and another turning his ear to 
him : fometimes he would talk aloud, and in railing lan¬ 
guage. For he was over-heard to threaten the God in 
the following terms: 

Eij yaiav Aavaav Tttexa et' 

into the land of Greece I will tranfport thee : 

until being at laft prevailed upon by the entreaties of the 
God, as he faid, and being invited to live with him, he 
made a bridge over the tempie of Auguftus, by which he 
joined the Palatium to the Capitol, 


XXIII. He 
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XXIII. He was unwilling to be thought or called the 
gtandfon of Agrippa, becaufe of the obfcurity of his 
birth ; and he was offended if any one, either in profe or 
verfe, ranked him amongd the Caffars. He faid that his 
mother was the fruit of an inceftuous commerce, main¬ 
tained by Auguftus with his daughter Julia. And not 
content with this vile reflexion upon the memory of Au¬ 
guftus, he forbid his victories at Adtium, and upon the 
coaft of Sicily, to be celebrated, as ufual; affirming that 
they had been of the mod pernicious and fatal confe- 
quence to the Roman people. He called his grandmo¬ 
ther Livia Augufta “ Ulyffes in a woman’s drefs,” and 
had the indecency to reflect upon her in a letter to the 
Senate, as of mean birth, and defcended, by the mother’s 
fide, from a grandfather who was only a member of the 
council of date at Fundi; whereas it is certain, from au¬ 
thentic documents, that Aufidius Lingo held public of¬ 
fices at Rome. His grandmother Antonia defiring a pri¬ 
vate conference with him, he denied the requed, unlefs 
Macro, commander of the guards, might be prefent. 
By affronts of this kind, and ill ufage, he was the occa- 
fion of her death ; but, as fome think, not without giv¬ 
ing her a dofe of poifon. He paid not the finalled re- 
fpeCf to her memory after her death ; and gratified him- 
felf with beholding, from his parlour, her funeral pile 
on fire. His brothei* Tiberius, who had no expectation 
of any violence, he difpatchcd, by fuddenly fending to 
him a military Tribune for that purpofe. He forced Sila— 
nus his father-in-law to kill himfclf, by cutting his throat 
with a razor. The pretext he alledged for thefe murders 
was, that the latter had not followed him upon putting to 
fea in dormy weather, but daid behind with the view of 
feizing the city, if he fhould have been lod in the voyage. 
The other, he faid, fraelt of an antidote, which he had 
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tzken to prevent his being poifoned by him: whereas Sila- 
nus was only.afraid of being fea-fick, and of the trouble 
of the voyage; and Tiberius had only made ufe of a me¬ 
dicine for a habitual cough, which was conftantly en- 
creafing upon him. As to his fucceflor Claudius, he 
only faved him to make fport with. 

XXIV. He lived in the habit of inceft with all his 
fillers; and at table when much company was prefent, 
he placed them every one by turns below him, whilft 
his wife lay above him. It is believed, that he deflower¬ 
ed one of them, Drufilla, before he had arrived at the 
age of manhood; and was taken in her embraces by his 
grandmother Antonia, with whom they were educated 
together. When fhe was afterwards married to Calfius 
Longinus, a man of Confular rank, he took her from 
him, and kept her openly as his wife. In a fit of fick- 
nefs, he by his will appointed her heirefs of his eflate, 
and the empire likewife. After her death, he ordered a 
public mourning for her ; during which it was capital for 
any perfon to laugh, ufe the bath, or fup with parents, 
wife, or children. Being inconfolable under his affliction, 
he went haftily, and in the night-time, from the city; going 
through Campania to Syracufe, and then fuddenly re¬ 
turned without /having his beard, or trimming his hair 
all that time. Nor did he ever after, in matters of the 
greatefl importance, not even in the aflemblies of the 
people and foldiers, fwear any otherwife, than “ By the 
Divinity of Drufilla.” The reft of his fillers he did not 
treat with fo much fondnefs or regard; but would fre¬ 
quently proftitute them to his catamites. He therefore 
the more readily condemned them in the cafe of ^Emilius 
Lepidus, as guilty of adultery, and privy to that confpi- 
racy againft him. Nor did he only divulge their own 
. hand- 
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hand-writing relative to the affair, which he procured by 
bafe and lewd means, but likewife confecrated to Mars 
the Revenger three fwords which had been prepared to 
ftab him, with an infcription, fetting forth the occaiion 
of their confecration. 

XXV. Whether in the marriage of his wives, in part¬ 
ing with them, or retaining them, he afled with greater 
infamy, it is difficult to fay. Being at tire wedding of 
C. Pilo with Livia Oreflilla, he ordered the bride to be 
carried to his own houfe, but within a few days divorced 
her, and two years after banifhed her ; becaufe it was 
thought, that upon her divorce fhe returned to the em¬ 
braces of her former hufband. Some fay, that being in¬ 
vited to the wedding-flipper, he lent a meflenger to Pifo, 
who fat oppofite to him, in thefe words: “ Do not prefs 
upon my wife,” and that he immediately carried her 
away with him. Next day he puhliftied a proclamation, 
importing, “ That he had got a wife as Romulus and 
Auguflus had done.” Lollia Paulina, who was married 
to a man of Confular rank and a general of the army, he 
fuddenly called from the province where fhe was with her 
hufband, upon mention made of her grandmother, as 
formerly a very beautiful woman, and married her, but 
foon after parted with her ; difeharging her at the fame 
time from having ever afterwards any commerce with 
man. He loved with a moft paflionate and conftant af¬ 
fection Caifonia, who was neither handfome nor young, 
and was belides the mother of three daughters by another 
man ; but a woman of unbounded luxury and lafciviouf- 
nefs. Her he would frequently fliow to the foldiers, 
dreffed up in a military cloak, with fhield and helmet, and 
riding by his fide. To his friends he fliowed her naked. 
After (lie had a child, he honored her with the title of 
Z 3 wife. 
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■wife, in one and the fame day, declaring himfelf her 
hufband, and father of the child of which ihe was deli¬ 
vered. He named it Julia Drufilla, and carrying it round 
the temples of all the Goddefies, laid it on the lap of Mi¬ 
nerva ; to whom he recommended the cave of bringing 
up and inftrucling her. He conlidered her as his own 
child for no other reafon, fo much as the favage cruelty 
of her temper, which was fuch even in her infancy, that 
fhe would attack with her nails the face and eyes of the 
children at play with her. 

XXVI. It would be frivolous and difgufting to add to 
all this an account of the manner in which he treated his 
relations and friends; as Ptolemy, king Juba’s fon, his 
coufin (for he was the grandfon of M. Antony by his 
daughter Selene), and efpecialiy Macro himfelf, and Ennia 
likewife, by whofc afliltance he had obtained the empire; 
ail whom, for their alliance and eminent fervices, he re¬ 
warded with a violent death. Nor was he more mild or 
refpectful in his behaviour towards the Senate. Some 
who had borne the higheft offices in the government, lie 
fullered to run by his chaife in their togas for feveral miles 
together, and to attend him at fupper, fometimes at the 
head of his couch, fometimes at his feet, with napkins. 
Others of diem, after he had privately put them to death, 
he would neverthelels continue to fend for, as if they were 
ftill alive, and after a few days pretended that they had 
laid violent hands upon themfelves. The Confuls for¬ 
getting to give notice by proclamation of his birth-day, 
he difplaced ; and the government was for three days 
without any to fill that high office. A Quaeftor who was 
faid to be concerned in a confpiracy againft him, he 
fcourged feverely, having firft Gripped off his cloaths, and 
fpread tjiem under the feet of the foldiprs employed in the 
work, 
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work, that they might Hand the more firm. The other 
Orders likewife he treated with the fame infolence and 
violence. Being difturbed by the noife of people taking 
their places in the Circus, which they were to have gratis, 
he diovc them all away with clubs; in the hurry and 
confufion occafioned by which, above twenty Roman 
knights were fqueezed to death, with as many mariied 
women, befides a great number ot other people. When 
flage-pluys were adled, he would, to occafion a difpute 
between the commonalty and the Equefirian Order, fcat- 
ter the money-tickets fooner than ufual, that the feats af- 
fignetl to the knights might he all icizcd by the mob. 
I11 the fhow of gladiators, fometimes, when the fun was 
violently hot, he would order the cover of the theatre to 
be taken off, and foibid any perfon to be lot out; with¬ 
drawing at the fame time the ufual apparatus for the en¬ 
tertainment, and prefenring wild healls almoft pined to 
death, the moll forry gladiators, decrepit with age, and 
fit only for the pegma, betides noted houfe keepers, 
fuch however as were remarkable for feme bodily in¬ 
firmity. Sometimes (hutting up the public granailes, he 
would oblige the people to ftarve tor a while. 

XXVII. He evinced the favage barbarity of his temper 
chiefly by the following indications. When cattle was 
only to be had at a high price, for the feeding of his wild 
beads defigned for the diverfion of the public, he ordered 
that criminals fhould be made ufe of for that purpofe ; 
and upon taking a view of his prifoners who were drawn 
up in a row before him, without troubling himfelf to ex¬ 
amine the caufe of commitment of any one of them, only 
ftanding in the middle of the portico where they were, 
he ordered them to he led away to execution, from 
f‘ bald pate to bald-pate.” Of one who had engaged him- 
Z 4 felf 
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felf to expofc his life as a gladiator for his recovery, he 
exacted the performance of his vow ; nor would he al¬ 
low him to defift from the combat, until he came off con¬ 
queror, and after a great many entreaties. Another who 
had vowed to facrifice his life upon the fame account, 
but felt feme backwardnefs to the performance, he de¬ 
livered, drefied up with facred leaves and ribbons, to feme 
boys, who were to drive him along the ftreets, demanding, 
from him the accomplishment of his vow, until he was 
thrown head-long from the town rampart. After deform¬ 
ing many perfens of honorable rank, by branding them in 
the face with hot irons, he condemned them to the mines, 
to work in the repairing of high-ways, or to fighting with 
wild beafls ; or tying them by the neck and heels, in the 
manner of beafls carrying to flaughter, would Shut them 
up in cages, or faw them afunder. Nor were all thefe 
feverities inflidted for crimes of great enormity, but for 
reflefiing upon his public fports for the entertainment of 
the people, or becaufe they had never fworn by his Ge¬ 
nius. He obliged parents to be prefent at the execution 
of their fens; and to one who excufed hirafelf on account 
of indifpofition, he fent his own chair. Another he in¬ 
vited to his own table immediately after the fight, and 
with great complaifance was for engaging him in a 
merry jocular converfation. The overfeer of his public 
diversions of gladiators and the hunting of wild beafts, 
he ordered to be beat with chains, during feveral days 
fucceffively, in his fight, and did not put him to death, 
pntil he was offended with the ftench of his putrefied 
brain. He burnt alive, in the middle of the amphi¬ 
theatre, the writer of a farce, for a fhort jocular Sentence 
with a double meaning. A Roman knight, who had 
been expofed by him to wild beafls, crying out that he 
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was innocent, he fetched him back, and cutting out his 
tongue, remanded him to his former fituation. 

XXVIII. Alking a certain perfon, whom he reftored 
to his country after a long banifliment, how he ufed to 
fpend his time, he, in flattery, replied, “ I was always 
praying the Gods for what has happened, that Tiberius 
might die, and you be emperor.” He fuppofing from 
this, that thofe whom he had banifhed prayed for his 
death likewife, fent orders round the iflands to have them, 
all put to death. Being very defirous to have a Senator 
torn to pieces, he. employed fome perfons to call .him a 
public enemy, fall upon him as he entered the houfe, 
flab him with their flyles, and deliver him to the reft to 
tear in pieces. Nor was he fatisfied, until he faw the 
members and bowels of the man, after they had been 
dragged through the ftreets, piled up in a heap before 
him. 

XXIX. He aggravated his barbarous adlions by lan¬ 
guage equally outrageous. “ There is nothing in my 
nature,” faid he, “ that I commend or approve fo much, 
as my aJiar^+ias (inflexible rigor).” Upon his grandmo¬ 
ther Antonia’s giving him fome advice, as if to pay no 
regard to it was not fufficient, he faid to her, “ Remember 
that all things are lawful for me.” When he was going 
to murder his brother, whom he fufpefled to take anti¬ 
dotes for fear of poifon, he exprefled himfelf thus : “ An 
antidote againft Ca;far r” And when he banifhed his fillers, 
he threateningly told them that he had not only iflands at 
command, but likewife fwords. A man of Pratorian 
rank having fent feveral times from Anticyra, whither he 
had gone for his health, for leave to continue longer, he 
oidered 
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ordered him to be put to death; adding thefe words: 
“ Bleeding is neceflarv for one that has found no benefit 
from the ufe of hellebore for fo long a time.” He ufed 
every tenth day to denounce in his hand-writing the num¬ 
ber of prifoncrs appointed for execution ; and this he call¬ 
ed “ clearing his accounts.” And having condemned fe- 
veral Gauls and Greeks at one time, he exclaimed in 
triumph, “ I have conquered Gallogrtecia.” 

XXX. He fcarcely ever fuffered any perfon to be put 
to death, but by flight and frequently repeated ftrokes ; 
this being a well-known and conftant order of his upon 
thofe occafions : “ Strike fo that he may feel himfelf 
die.” Having by a miftake of his name puniihed one 
perfon for another, he faid, “ he had deferved as much.” 
He had frequently in his mouth thefe words ot the tra-i 
gedian, 

Odcrint durn metuant. 

I fcorn their hatred, if they do but fear me. 

He would often inveigh againft all the Senators without 
exception, as the clients of Sejanus, and informers 
againft his mother and brothers, producing the memoirs 
which he had pretended to burn, and excufmg the cru¬ 
elty of Tiberius as neceflary, fince it was impoffibie to 
queftion the veracity of fuch a number of accufers. He 
was continually reviling the whole Equeftrian Order, as 
paffionatelv fond of adting upon the ftage, and fighting 
as gladiators. Being in a rage at the people for favor¬ 
ing a party at the Circenfian games in oppofition to 
him, he exclaimed, “ I wifti the Roman people had 
but one neck.” When Tetrinius the highwayman was 
profccuted, lie faid the profecutors too were all Tetri- 
nius’s. 
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nius’s. Five Retiarii * in tunics fighting in a company, 
yielded to fo many purfuers, without once contending 
for victory ; and being ordered to be all flain, one of 
them taking up his fork again, killed all the conquerors. 
This he lamented in a proclamation as a moll cruel butch¬ 
ery, and curfed all thofe who were able to endure the 
light of it. 

XXXI. He ufed likewife to complain openly of the 
condition of the times, becaufe they were not rendered re¬ 
markable by any public calamities : that the reign of Au¬ 
gusts had been made memorable to pofterity by the dil'aftcr 
.ofVarus ; and that of Tiberius by the fall of the theatre at 
Fidelias; but that his was like to be unknown to future ages, 
from an uninterrupted feries of profperitv. And he would 
now and then wifli for fome terrible daughter of his 
troops, a famine, a peftilencc, conflagrations, or that 
the earth would open. 

* Gladiators were diftinguiflied by their armor and man¬ 
ner of fighting. Some were called Sccutores, whofe arms 
were a helmet, a fliield, a fword, or a leaden bullet. Others, 
the ui'ual antagonifts of the former, were named Retiarii. 
A combatant of this clafs was drefled in a (bol t tunic, but 
wore nothing on his head. He carried in his left hand a 
three-pointed lance, called Trident or Fijlina, and in his 
right, a net, with which he attempted to entangle his adver- 
farv, bv calling it over his head, and fuddenlv drawing it 
together ; when with his trident he ufually flew him. But 
if he mi (Ted his aim, by throwing the net either too fliort Or 
too far, he inftantly betook himfclf to flight, and endeavor¬ 
ed to prepare his net for a fecond call. His antagonift, in 
the mean time, purfued to prevent his defign by difpatch- 
ifig him. 


XXXII. Eve 
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XXXII. Even in the midft of his diverfions, in his 
gaming or feafting, this favage ferocity both in his lan¬ 
guage and actions never forfook him. Perfons were of¬ 
ten put to the torture in his prefence, whilft he was din¬ 
ing or caroufing. A foldier, who was an adept in the art of 
beheading, ufed at fnch times to take off the heads of 
prifoners, who were brought without diftin&ion from the 
jails for that purpofe. At Puteoli, upon his firft mount¬ 
ing the bridge, which hai been already mentioned as of 
his contrivance, he invited a number of people to come 
to him from the ihore, and then all on a fudden threw 
them headlong into the fea ; thrufting down with poles 
and oars thofe who, to fave themfelves, had got hold of 
the rudders of the Ihips. At Rome, in a public feaft, a 
Have having dolen a little filver from the beds, he deli¬ 
vered him immediately to an executioner, with orders to 
cut off his hands, and to lead him round the feveral com¬ 
panies with them hanging from his neck before his bread, 
and a label, fignifying the caufe of his punifhment. A 
gladiator chat was pra£ti£Lng with him, and voluntarily 
threw himfelf at his feet, he dabbed with a poniard, and 
then ran about with a branch of palm in his hand, after 
the manner of thofe who are vi&orious in the games. 
When a vi&im was to be offered upon an altar, he, clad 
in the habit of the Popte *, and holding the axe aloft 
fome time, at lad, indead of the animal, llaughtered an 

* Pupa were thofe who, at public facrifices, led the vi&im 
to the altar. They had their cloaths tucked up, and were 
naked to the waift. The viftim was led with a flack-rope, 
that it might not feem to be brought by force, which was 
reckoned a bad omen. For the fame reafon, it was allowed 
to itand loofe before the altar; and it was thought a very bad 
omen if it fled away. 


officer 
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officer -who attended to cut up the facrifice. And at a 
fumptuous entertainment, falling fuddenly into a violent 
fit of laughter, and the Confuls, who were next him, 
very refpedtfully alking him the occafion ; “ Nothing,” 
replied he, “ but that, upon a Angle nod of mine, ye may 
both of you have your throats cut.” 

XXXIII. Amongft many other jefts, this was one. As 
he flood by the flatue of Jupiter, he alked Apelles the 
tragedian, which of them he thought the bigger ? Upon 
his demurring about it, he lalhed him moftfeverely, now 
and then commending his voice, whilft he begged par¬ 
don, as very fweet in the midft of groans. As often as 
he killed the neck of his wife or miftrefs, he would fay, 
“ So fine a neck muft be deftroyed when I pleafe and 
now and then he would threaten to put his Csefonia to 
the torture, for the purpofe of finding out the reafon why 
he loved her fo much. 

XXXIV. In his behaviour towards men of almoft all 
ages, he difcovered a degree of envy and malignity, equal 
to that of his cruelty and pride. He fo demolilhed and 
difperfed the .lames of feveral illurtrious perfons, that 
had been removed by Auguftus for want of room, from 
the court of the Capitol into the Field of Mars, that it 
was impoflible to fet them up again with their infcriptions 
entire. And for the future, he forbid any flatue what¬ 
ever to be erected without his knowledge and leave. He 
had thoughts too of fuppreffing Homer’s poems: “ For 
why,” faid he, “ may not I do what Plato has done be¬ 
fore me, who has turned him out of his commonwealth ?” 
He was likewife very near banifhing the writings of Vir¬ 
gil and Titus Livius, with their effigies, out of all libra¬ 
ries ; cenfuring one of them as “ a man of no wit, and 
6 very 
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very little learningand the other as “ a verbofe and 
carelefs hiftorian.” He often talked of the lawyers as if 
he intended to abolifh their profeffion. “ By Hercules,” 
he would fay, “ I (hall put it out of their power to an- 
fwer any queftions in law, otherwiie than by referring 
to me.” 

XXXV. He took front the nobleft perfons in the city 
the ancient marks of dildindtion, ufed by their families \ 
as from Torquatus* the chain, from Cincinnatus the 
lock of hair f, and from Cn. Pompey, of an ancient fa¬ 
mily, the furaame of Great. Ptolemy, mentioned above, 
whom he fent for out of his kingdom, and received very 
honorably, he fuddenly took off, for no other reafon, but 
becaufe he obferved that upon entering the theatre, at a 
public diverfion of gladiators, he attracted the eyes of all 
the fpedtators, by the fplendor of his fine fcarlet robe. 
As often as he met with handlbme men, that had fine 
heads of hair, he would order the back of their heads to 
be fhaved, to make them appear ridiculous. There was 
one Efius Proculus, the fon of a Centurion of the firft 

* The golden chain, taken off the gigantic Gaul, who 
was killed in fingie combat by Titus Manlius, called after¬ 
wards Torquatus, was worn by the lineal male dependents 
of the Manlian family. But that illuftrious race becoming 
extinft, the badge of honor, as well as the cognomen of 
Torquatus, was revived by Auguftus, in the perfon of C. 
Nonius Afprenas, who perhaps claimed defeent by the fe¬ 
male fine from the family of Manlius. 

t I have met with no account of the lock of hair in Livy, 
nor in any other writer whom I have coniulted. It is there¬ 
fore probable, that the tradition concerning it, though exift- 
ing in the rime of Suetonius, is now totally'foil. 
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tank, who, being a lufty comely perfon, went by the name 
of CololTeros. Him he ordered to be dragged out of his 
feat into the middle of the theatre, and matched with a 
gladiator in light armor, and another completely armed ; 
and, upon hisworfting them both, commanded him forth¬ 
with to be bound, to be led clothed in rags up and down 
the ftreets of the city, to be (hown. in that fituation to 
the women, and afterwards to be butchered. There was 
no man of fo abjeft or mean condition, whofc excellency 
in any kind he did not envy. The Rex Nemorenfis hav¬ 
ing many years enjoyed the honor of the priefthood, he 
procured an able-bodied antagonift to' oppofe him. Otto 
Porius an Effedarian * having, at a public (how of gla¬ 
diators, manumifed a Have of his for his fuceefs in fight¬ 
ing, and being clapped extremely for it, he arofe in fuch 
a hurry from his feat, that, treading upon the lap of his 
toga, he tumbled down the fteps, full of indignation, and 
crying out, “ A people who are mafters of the world 
pay greater refpedt to a gladiator for a trifie, than to 
princes received amongft the Gods, or to myfelf heie 
prefent amongft them.” 

XXXVI. He never had the Icift regard either to the 
chaftity of his own perfon, or that of others. He is faid 
to have been inflamed with an unnatural paflion for M. 
Lepidus Mnefter the pantomimic, and feme hoftages ; 
and to have engaged with them in a practice of mutual 
pollution. Valerius Catullus, a young man of a Confu- 
lar family, bawled out publicly that he had been jaded by 
him in that abominable a£t. Befides his inceft with his 

* An Efledarian was one who fought from an Ejfcdum , 
a kind of fwift carriage employed in war by the Gauls and 
Britons, and adopted at Rome for common ule. 


Afters, 
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fillers, and his notorious paffion for the proftitute Pyral- 
Iis, there was hardly any lady of diltin&ion, that he did 
not make free with. He ufed commonly to invite them 
with their hulbands to fupper, and as they pafled by his 
feet, viewed them very attentively, like thofe who traffic 
in Haves; and if any one from modefty Held down her 
face, he railed it up with his hand. Afterwards, when 
the humor feized him, he would quit the room, fend 
for her whom he liked bell, and in a Ihort time return 
with the marks of lewdnefs frelh upon him. He would 
then, in prefence of the company, commend or difparage 
her, recounting the qualities or defe&s of her perfon and 
behaviour in private. To fotne he fent a divorce in the 
name of their abfent hulbands, and ordered it to be re- 
giftered in the public ads. 

XXXVn. In the contrivance of profufe expences he 
furpafled all the prodigals that ever lived; inventing a 
new kind of bath, with llrange di(hes and fuppers; fo 
that he would bathe in precious unguents, both warm and 
cold, drink pearls of immenfe value diflblved in vinegar, 
and ferve up for his guetls bread and other vi&uals of 
gold; often faying, “ that a man ought either to be a 
good economill or an emperor.” Nay, he fcattered money 
likewife to a prodigious amount amongft the people, from 
the top of the Julian court, during feveral days fuccef- 
fively. He built two Ihips with ten banks of oars, after 
the Liburnian fafhion, the Hems of which were decked 
with jewels, and the fails were parti-colored, with large 
baths, porticos, and rooms of entertainment, and with 
great variety likewife of vines, and other fruit-trees. 
In thefe he would fail along the coall of Campania, feaft- 
ing in the day-time amidll dancing and concerts of mu tic. 
In the building of his palaces and country-feats, in deft- 
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dnce of all reafon, he defired'to effedt nothing fo much 
as what was accounted impoffible. Accordingly moles 
were formed in a deep and boifterous fea, rocks of the 
hardefl hone cut away, plains raifed to the height of 
mountains with a vaft mafs of earth, and the tops of 
mountains levelled by digging; and all thefc were to be 
executed with incredible fpeed; for the leaf! remiffnefs 
was capital. Not to. mention particulars, he lavifhed 
away a moft prodigious ertate, and all the treafures which 
had been snuffed by Tiberius Csefar, amounting to two 
thoufand feven hundred millions of fefterces, within lefs 
than a year* 

XXXVIII. Being therefore quite exhavlfted and in 
\vant of money, he fell to plundering his fubjedts, by 
every mode of falfe accufation, coufifcation, and taxes, 
that could be invented* He declared that thofe had no 
right to the freedom of the city of Rome, whofe anccf- 
tors had obtained it for themfclves and their pofterity, un- 
lefs they were fons, for that none beyond that degree 
ought to be confidered as pojlcrity. When the grants of 
Julius and Auguftus'were Ihown upon thefc occalions, 
he affedled an air of concern, but faid they were old and 
out of date. He charged likewife all thofe with giving a 
falfe account of their eftates, who, after the taking of the 
Cenfus, had by any means whatever improved them. He 
cancelled the wills of all thofe who had been Centurions 
of the firft rank in the army, as teftimonies of their bafe 
ingratitude, if from the beginning of Tiberius’s reign they 
had not left either that prince or himfelf their heir. He 
added in the fame manner with refpedt to the wills of all 
others, if any perfon only pretended to fay, that they de- 
figned at their death to leave Csefar their heir. The pub¬ 
lic being terrified at this proceeding, he was now, by per- 
A a fons 
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foas unknown to him, joined heir with their friends, and 
by parents with their children. Thofe who lived any 
confiderable time after making fuch a will, he faid, ex- 
pofed him to ridicule ; and accordingly he fent many of 
them poifoned cakes. He ufed to fit for die trial of fuch 
caufes himfelf; determining previoufly the fum for the 
railing of which he propofed to fit, and, after lie had fe- 
cured it, quitting the bench. He was upon all thofe oc- 
calions impatient of deliberation, condemning by one 
fingle fentence forty perfons, charged with different ac- 
cufations; and boafting to Csefonia when (lie awaked, 
“ how much bufinefs he had difpatched while fhe was 
taking her mid-day fleep.” He expofed to fale, in the 
•way of auction, all that was left of the furniture of his 
public Ihows for the diverfion of the people, and obliged 
the company to purchafe his commodities at fo high a 
price, that fome were ruined in their fortunes by it, and 
bled themfelves to death. It is a well known ftory that is 
told of Aponius Saturninus, who happening to fall afleep 
as he fat by at the fale, Caius called out to the audlioneer, 
not to overlook the Prstorian perfonage that nodded to 
him fo often ; and accordingly the falefman went on with 
his bufinefs, pretending to take the nods for tokens of 
aflent, until thirteen gladiators were knocked off to hint 
at the fum of nine millions of fefterces. 

XXXIX. Having likewife fold off in Gaul all the 
■cloaths, furniture, Haves, andeven freedmen belonging to his 
fillers, at prodigious prices,' he was fo much pleafed with 
the profit, that he fent for all the old furniture of the court 
from the city; taking up for the conveyance of it to him 
all the hackney carriages, with the horfes and mules be¬ 
longing to the bakers every where upon the road, fo that 
they often wanted bread at' Rome 5 and many that had 
fuits 
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fuits at law in progrefs, becaufe they could not make 
their appearance in due time according to their bail-bond, 
loft their caufcs. In felling off this furniture, every arti¬ 
fice of fraud and impolition was employed. Sometimes 
lie would rail at the bidders for their tenacioufnefs of 
money, and “ becaufe they were not albamed to be richer 
than lie was another while he would affedt to be forry 
for having alienated to private perfons what belonged to 
the court. He had difeovered, that an opulent man of 
that province had given two hundred thoufand fefterces to 
tliofe who were employed by him to invite company to 
his table, to be admitted to that honor; and he was much 
pleafed to find it valued at fo high a rate. The day fol¬ 
lowing, as the fame perfon was fitting at the fale, he fent 
him fonic bauble, for which he told him he mufc pay two 
hundred thoufand feflcrccs, and “ that he lliould fup with 
Csefar upon his own invitation.” 

XL. He levied his new taxes, and fuch as were never 
before known, at firft by the tax-farmers, but afterwards, 
becaufe the money thence arifing was prodigious, by 
Centurions and Tribunes of the guards) no kind either of 
things or perfons being exempted from the payment of 
fome duty or other. For all eatables fold in the city, a 
certain excife was exaiftcd : for all law-fuits or trials in 
whatever court, the fortieth port of the fum in difpute; 
and fuch as were convicted of compromifing litigations, 
were made liable to a penalty. Out of the day-wages of 
porters, he received an eighth part, and of the gains of 
common proftitutes, as much as they received for one adt 
of criminal commerce. A claufe was in the law, that all 
thofe fhuuld be liable to pay, who kept women for profti- 
tution or fale, and diat matrimony itfclf Ihould not be 
exempted. , 


XLI. Thefe 
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XLI. Thefe taxes being impofed, but the aft by which 
they were levied never fubmitted to public infpeftion, great 
grievances were experienced from the want of fufficient 
knowledge of the law. At length, upon the urgent re- 
queft of the people, he hung up the aft, but written in a 
very fmall character, and in a narrow place, that nobody 
might tranfcribe it. To leave no fort of extortion un¬ 
tried, he opened a public ftew in the Palatium, with a 
great variety of apartments, fumifhed in a manner fuit- 
able to the dignity of the place ; in which married women 
and boys free-born were ready for the reception of all 
vifitants. He fent likewife his nomenclators about the 
forums and courts, to invite people of all ages to his 
brothel; and to fuch as came, he lent money upon in- 
tereft; clerks attending to take down their names, as of 
perfons who were promoters of the emperor’s revenue. 
Another method of'raifing money, which he thought not 
below his notice, was gaming; which, by the help of 
lying and perjury, he turned to confiderable account. 
Leaving once the management of his play to a fellow- 
gamefter that fat next him, he ftepped to the door, and 
obferving two rich Roman knights palling by, he ordered 
them immediately to be feized, and their eftates con- 
fifcated. Then returning overjoyed to his company, he 
boa fled that he had never better luck at play in his life. 

XLIT. After the birth of his daughter, complaining of 
his povertv, and the burdens to which he was fubjefted, 
not only as an emperor but a father, he publicly received 
contributions for her maintenance and fortune. He like¬ 
wife gave notice by proclamation, that he would receive 
new-year’s gifts the brfl of January following, and ac¬ 
cordingly flood at the door of his houfc, to take poffeffion 
of the prefents which people of all ranks threw down be- 
8 fore 
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fore him by handfulls and lapfulls. At laft being feized 

with an invincible defire of feeling money, he would of¬ 
ten walk over great heaps of gold coin fprcad upon a 
large floor, and then laying bimfelf down, would roll his 
whole body over and over again upon them. 

XLIII. He never but once in his life concerned himfelf 
with military affairs, and then not deliberately, but in his 
journey to Mevania, to fee the grove and river of Cli- 
tumnus. Being put in mind of recruiting his company 
of Batavians, which he had about him, he refolved upon 
an expedition into Germany. Immediately he drew to¬ 
gether fcvcral legions and auxiliary forces Hum all quar¬ 
ters, and made every where new levies with the utmofl: 
rigor. Laying in provilions of all kinds, beyond what 
had ever been done upon tire like occahon, he let out on 
his march ; and purfued it with fo much hafte and hurry 
fometimes, that the guards were obliged, contrary tp 
cuftom, to lay their llandards upon the backs of horfes 
or mules, and fo follow him. At other times, he would 
march with fuch flownefs and delicacy, that he would 
be carried in a chair by eight men ; ordering the roads to 
be fwept by the people of the neighbouring towns, and 
fprinkled with water to lay the dull:. 

XLIV. Upon arriving in dip camp, to fliow himfelf 
an a&ive general, and feveredifeiplinatian, hecafliiered the 
lieutenant-generals that came up late with the auxiliary 
forces from different parts. In reviewing the army, he 
took their companies from moll of the Centurions of the 
firft rank, who had now ferved their legal time in the 
wars, and from fomc but a few days before their time 
would have expired ; alledging againft them their great 
age and infirmity ; and railing at the covetous difpofition 
A a 3 of 
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of the reft of them, he reduced the premiums due to fuch 
as had ferved out their time to the fum of fix thoufand 
fefterces. Though he only received the fubmiffion of 
Adminius, the fon of Cinobelinus a Brififh prince, who 
being forced from his native country by his father, came 
over to him with a Small body of troops; yet as if the 
whole ifland had been furrendered to him, he difpatched 
magnificent letters to Rome upon the occafion, ordering 
the bearers to proceed in their chaife direflly up to the 
Forum and the Senate-houfe, and not' to deliver the let¬ 
ters but to the Confuls in the temple of Mars, and in the 
prefence of a full affembly of the Senators. 

XLV. Soon after this, there being a general tranquil¬ 
lity, he ordered a few Germans of his guard to be carried 
pver and concealed on the other fide of the Rhine, and 
■word to be brought him after dinner, in a great hurry, 
that an enemy was advancing. This being accordingly 
done, he immediately pofted away with his friends, and 
a party 'of the horle-guards, into the adjoining wood, 
■where lopping the branches of fome trees, and drefling 
them up in the manner of trophies, he returned by torch¬ 
light, upbraiding thofe who did not follow him, with 
timoroulhefs and cowardice; hut prefented the com¬ 
panions and {haters of his victory with a new kind of 
crowns, and under a new name, with the reprefentarion 
of the fun, moon, and ftars upon them, which he called 
Exploraioria:. Again, fome hoftages were by his order 
taken cut of a fchool, and privately fent off: upon notice 
of which he immediately rofe from table, purfued them 
with the horfc, as if they had run away, and coming up 
with them, brought them back in chains ; proceeding to 
an extravagant pitch of oftentation likewife in this mili¬ 
tary comedy. Upon again fitting down to table, when 
fome 
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fome came to acquaint him that the army was all come 
in, he ordered them to fit down as they were in their 
coats of mail, animating them in the words of that well 
known verfe of Virgil: 

Duratc, etvofract rebus Ln-ate fccundis. 

Bravely bear up again ft the (form of fate. 

And fave your pirlbns for a happier dale. 

In the mean time, he rcpiimandcd the Senate and peo¬ 
ple of Rome by a very i’evere proclamation, “ For revel¬ 
ling and frequenting the diveriions of the Circus and the¬ 
atre, and enjoying thcmfclvcs in their country-houfes, 
whilft their emperor was fighting, and expofing his per- 
fon to the grcatefl dangers.” 

XLVI. At Lift, as if rcfolved to make an end of the 
war at once, drawing up his ar.nv upon the fhore of the 
ocean, with his btili/he and other engines of war, whilft 
no body could im lgine what he intended to do, on a fud- 
den he commanded them to gather up the fea (hells, and 
fill their helmets, and the laps of their coats with them, 
calling them “ the fpoils of the Ocean due to the Capitol 
and the Palatium.” As a monument of his fucccfs, he 
raifed a high tower, upon which he ordered lights to be 
put in the night-time, for the direction of fliips at fea ; 
and then promiling the foldiers a donative of a hundred 
denarii a man, as if he had furpaffed the mod eminent ex¬ 
amples of gcncrofity, “ Go your ways,” Lid he, “ and 
be merry : go and be rich.” 

XLVIT. Upon his applying himfelf to make prepara¬ 
tions for his triumph, befides prifoners and thefe who had 
deferred from the barbarians, he picked out the men of 
A a 4 greateft 



greated feature in all Gaul, fuch as he faid were fitted: 
for a triumph, with fome of the mod confiderable perfons 
ip the province, and referved them to grace the folemni- 
ty; obliging them not only to die their hair of a yellow- 
i!h colour, and let it grow long, but to learn die Ger¬ 
man language, and affume the names commonly ufed in 
that country. He ordered likewife the galley in which 
he had entered the ocean, to be carried a great part of the 
way to Rome by land, and wrote to the collectors of his 
revenue in the city, “ to make proper preparations for 
a triumph againd his at rival, at as fmail expence as poffi- 
bl_e ; but fuch a one, however, as had never been feen be-, 
fore, fince they had full power and authority to feize the 
e Hites of all men whatever,” 

XLV 1 II. Before he left the province, he formed a de* 
fign of the mod horrid cruelty, to maffacre the legions 
which had mutinied upon the death of Augudus, for feiz- 
ing and detaining by force his father Germanicus their 
commander, and himfelf then an infant, in the camp. 
Though he was with great difficulty diffuaded from fo 
rath a defign, yet neither the mod urgent entreaties nor 
reprefentations could redrain him from putting to death 
every tenth man. Accordingly he ordered them to aflem- 
ble unarmed, without fo much as tbeir fwords ; and when 
they were met, furrounded them with armed horfe. But 
finding that many of them, from a fufpicion of intended 
violence, were making off, to arm in their own defence, he 
quitted the affembly as fad as he could, and immediately 
marched for Rome ; bending now all his fury againd the 
Senate, whom he publicly threatened, to divert the gene¬ 
ral attention from the clamor excited by the defign aboye- 
raentioned. Amongd other pretexts of offence, he com¬ 
plained that he was defrapded of a fair triumph, though 
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Tie had juft before foibidden, upon pain of death, any 
honor to be decreed him. 

XLIX. In his march he was waited upon by deputies 
from the Senatorian Order, entreating him to haften his 
return. He replied to them, “ I will come, I will come, 
and this with me,” ftriking at the fame time the hilt of 
the fword which be had on. Fie iffued likewife this pro¬ 
clamation : “ I am coming, but for thofe only who wifh 
for me, the Equertrian Order and the people ; for I fhall 
no longer behave as a fellow citizen or a prince to the Se¬ 
nate.” He forbid any of the Senators to come to meet him ; 
and either dropping or deferring his triumph, he entered 
the city in ovation on his birth-day. Within four months 
from this period he was flain, after he had perpetrated 
enormous crimes, and was meditating the execution, if 
pofiible, of ilill greater. He had entertained a defign of 
removing to Antium, and afterwards to Alexandria; but 
firft refolved to murder all the flower of the Equertrian 
and Senatorian Orders. This is placed beyond all queftion, 
by two books which were found in his cabinet under dif¬ 
ferent titles ; one being called fword, and the other, dag¬ 
ger. They both contained private marks, and the names 
of fuch as had been devoted by him to future dertrudtion. 
There was found likewife a large chert, filled with a va¬ 
riety of poifons, which being afterwards thrown into the 
fea by the order of Claudius, are faid to have fo infedfed 
the waters, that the fifh were poifoned, and thrown out 
dead upon the neighbouring fliores, 

L. He was tall, of a pale complexion, ill fliaped, his 
peck and legs very fender, his eyes and temples hollow, 
his forehead broad and grim, his hair thin, and about the 
frown quite decayed. The other parts of his body were 
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much covered with hair. On this account, it was reck¬ 
oned a capital crime for any perfon to look down from 
above, as he was palling bv, or fo much as to name a 
goat. His countenance, which was naturally hideous 
and frightful, he purpofcly rendered more fo, forming it 
by a glafs into the moll horrible contortions. He was 
crazy both in bodv and mind, being fubjedt when a boy 
to the felling licknefs. When he arrived at the age of 
manhood, he would endure fatigue tolerably well, yet fo 
that, occafionally, he was liable to a feintnefs, during 
which he remained incapable of anv effort, even for his 
own prefervation. He was not infenfibie of the diforder 
of his mind, and fometimes had thoughts of retiring to 
purge his brain. It is believed that his wife Caefmia ad- 
mi niftered to him a love-potion which threw him into a 
frenzy. What molt of ail diford, ted him, was want of 
fieep, for he feldom had more than three or four hours 
reft in a night; and even then he flept nut found, hut dif- 
turbed bv ft range dreams ; fancying one time, that the 
ocean fpoke to him. Being therefore often weary with 
lying awake fo great a part of the night, iie would one 
while lit upon the bed, another while walk in the longcft 
porticos about his houfc, and now and then invoke, and 
look out for the approach of day. 

LI. To this crazy conftituiion of mind may, I think, 
very jaftlv be ai'eribed two faults which lie had, of a na¬ 
ture direclly repugnant one to the other, namely, an ex¬ 
cels of affurance and timidity. For he, who aifccied fo 
much to defpiie the Gods, would, if there happened only 
a little thunder and lightning*Ihur his eves, and wrap up 
Ids head in his coat; but if it thundered and lightened 
much, would get up and hide himle’.f under the bed. In 
his vilit to Sicilv, after ridiculing many ftrenge objcdls 
6 which 
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which that country affords, lie ran away fuddenlv in the 
night from Meffana, being terrified at the fmoke and 
noife of Mount TEtna. And though he was in fpecch 
very valiant againft the barbarians, yet upon palling a 
narrow defile in Germany in his chaifc, and furrounded 
by his troops, fomebody happening to fay, “ There 
would be no finall confternation amongft us, if an enemy 
fliould appear,” he immediately mounted his horfe, and 
rode towards the bridges in great hafte; but finding them 
crowded with foldiers, fervants and carriages, he was in 
fuch a confternation as to be unable to proceed, and was 
tranfported, on foot, by his attendants, over the heads of 
the crowd. Soon after, upon hearing of the wars break¬ 
ing out again in Germany, he was making ready to quit 
Rome, and providing fleets for the purpofe, comforting 
himfelf with this conlidcration, that if the enemy fliould 
prove victorious, and pofiefs thcmfelvcs of the tops of 
the Alps, as the Cimbri had done, or of the city, as had 
the Senones, he fliould (till have in referve the tranfma- 
rinc provinces. For this rcafon, I fuppofe, it was, that 
thofe who killed him thought proper to perfuade the 
foldiers, all in commotion upon his death, that he had laid 
violent hands upon himfelf, in a fit of terror occafioned 
by the news brought him of the defeat of his army. 

LII. In his cloaths, flioes, and other parts of his drefs, 
he neither followed the ufage of his country, his fex, nor 
indeed any fafliion fuitahle to a human creature. He would 
often appear abroad drefled in an embroidered coat fet with 
jewels, in a tunic with fleeves, and with bracelets upon 
hid arms ; fometimes all in filks and habited like a woman ; 
at other times in the crcpidie or bufkins ; fometimes in a 
fort of flioes ufed by the meaner foldiers, or thofe of wo- 
pen, and commonly' with a golden beard fixed to lus 




chin, holding in his hand a thunder-bolt, a trident, or a 
caduceus, marks of diftinction belonging to the Gods on¬ 
ly. . Sometimes too he appeared in the diefs of Venus. 
He wore very commonly the triumphal drefs, even before 
his expedition, and fomctimes die breaft-plate of Alexan¬ 
der die Great, taken out of the vaulc where his body lay. 

LIII. In refpeet of the liberal fciences, he was little 
converfant in philology, but applied himfelf with affiduity 
to the ftudy of eloquence, being indeed in point of enun¬ 
ciation fufficiently elegant and ready ; and thefe qualities 
appeared moft confpicuous when he happened to be in a 
paffion. In fpeaking, his action was vehement, and his 
voice fo ftrong, that he was heard at a great diftance. 
When he was about to harangue, he threatened “ the 
fword of his lucubration.” He fo much defpifed a foft 
fmooth ftyic, that he faid Seneca, who was then much 
admired, wrote only boyifli declamations,” and that 
“ his language was nothing elfe hut fand without lime.” 
When pleaders were faccefsfu! in a caufe, lie often wrote 
anfwers to their fpeeches ; and would exercil'e himfelf in 
compofing accufations or vindications of eminent perfons 
that were impeached before the Senate ; and according to 
his fuccefs he would exafperate or alfuage the fituation 
of the party by his vote in the houfe ; inviting the Equcf- 
p-ian Order, by proclamation, to hear him, 

LTV. He likewife applied himfelf with alacrity to the 
practice of feveral other arts, as fencing, riding the cha¬ 
riot, Tinging, and dancin . In the firft of thefe, he 
practifed with the weapons ufed in fighting ; and drove 
the chariot in Circus’s built in fevtral places. He was fo 
extremely fond of finging and dancing, that he could not 
refrain in the theatie from finging with the tragedians, 
am} 
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and imitating the geftures of the a&ors, either in the way 
of approbation or correction. A pervigilium which he 
had ordered the day upon which he was flain, was thought 
to be intended for no other reafon, than to take the op¬ 
portunity afforded by the licentioufnels of fuch a feafon, 
to make his firfl: appearance upon the flage. Sometimes he 
danced likewife in the night. Sending once, in the fccoud 
watch of the night, for three men of Confular rank, who 
were under great apprehenfions from the melfage, he 
placed them by the ftage, and then all on a fudden came 
burfting out, with a loud noife of flutes and Scabclla, 
dreffed in a palla and tunic reaching down to his heels. 
Having danced out a fong, he retired. Yet he who had 
acquired fuch dexterity in other exercifcs, could never 
fwirn. 

LV. Thofe for whom he once conceived a regard, he 
favored even to madnefs. He ufed to kifs Mnefler the 
pantomimic publicly in the theatre ; and if any perfon made 
the leaf! noife while he was dancing, he would order him 
to be dragged out of his feat, and fcourged him with his 
own hand. A Roman knight once making fome buille, 
he fent him, by a Centurion, an order to go forthwith 
down to Oftia, and carry a letter from him to king Pto¬ 
lemy in Mauritania. The letter was comprifed in thefe 
words : “ Do neither good nor harm to the bearer.” He 
made fome gladiators captains of his German guards. He 
took from the gladiators called Mirmillones fome of their 
arms. One Columbus coming off with victory in a com¬ 
bat, but being flightly wounded, he ordered fome poilon 
to be infuied into the wound, which he thence called Co- 
lumbinum. For thus it cctainly was put down with his 
own hand amongft other poilons. He was fo extravagantly 
fond of the party of charioted s that rode in green, that 
he 
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he fupped and lodged for fome time conftantly in the lia¬ 
ble where their horfes were kept. At a certain revel, 
he made a prefent of two millions of fellerces to one 
Cythicus a driver of a chariot. The day before the 
Circenlian games, he ufed by his foldiers to enjoin filence 
in the neighbourhood, that the repofe of bis horfe Inci- 
tatus might not be difturbcd. For this favorite animal, 
befides a marble liable, an ivory manger, fcarlet body- 
cloaths, and a bracelet of jewels, he appointed a houfe, 
■with a retinue of Haves, and fine furniture, for the re¬ 
ception of fueh as were invited in the horfe’s name to fup 
with him. It is even faid that he defigned to have made 
him Confui. 

LYI. During this frantic and favage behaviour,- ma¬ 
ny had-formed adefign of cutting him off; but one or two 
confpiracies being difcovered, and others poftponed from 
the want of opportunity, at laft two men concerted a 
plan together ; and accomplilhcd their purpofe, not with¬ 
out the privity of fome of the greatell favorites amongft 
his freedmen, and the commanders of the guards ; be- 
caufe having been named, though falfely, as concerned 
in one confpiracv againfl him, they perceived he was 
jealous of them, and hated them ever after. For he had 
immediately endeavored to render them obnoxious to 
the foldiery, by drawing his fword, and declaring, 
“ That he would kill himfelf if they thought him wor¬ 
thy of death;” and he was continually ever after accufing 
them to one another, and fetting them all mutually at va¬ 
riance. The confpirators having refolved to fall upon 
him as he returned at noon from the Palatine games, 
Caffius Chterea, Tribune of a battalion of the guards, 
claimed the part of beginning the onfet. This Chterea 
was now an elderly man, and had been often reproached 
by 
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by Caius for effeminacy. When he came for the watch¬ 
word, the latter would give him Priapus or Venus -, and 
upon his occaiional expreffion of thanks, would offer 
him his hand to kifs in a figure and gefture of lewd 
imitation. 

LVII. Ilis approaching fate was indicated by many 
prodigies. The {latue of Jupiter at Olympia, which he 
had ordered to be taken down and brought to Rome, all 
on a fudden burft out into fuch a violent fit of laughter, 
that the machines employed in the work being put into 
diforder, the workmen ran away. Immediately upon 
this incident, there came up a man named Caffius, who 
faid that he was commanded in a dream to facrifice a bull 
to Jupiter. The Capitol at Capua was {truck with light¬ 
ning upon the lues of March ; as was likewife, at Rome, 
the apartment of the principal Have belonging to the Pa- 
latium. Some conftrued the latter into a prefage that 
the rnafter of the place was in danger from his own 
guards; and the other they regarded as a fign, that ail 
execution fimilar to what had formerly happened on that 
day, would foon take place. Sylla the aftrologcr being 
confulted by him refpccting his nathity, allured him, 

“ That death would unavoidably and i'peedily befall him.” 
The oracle of Fortune at Antium likewife forewarned 
him of Caffius ; on which account lie had given ordeis 
for putting to death Caffius Longinus, at that time Pro- 
Conful of Afia, not confidering that Chxrea was alfo of 
that name. The day preceding his death he dreamt that 
he was {landing in heaven by the throne of Jupiter, who 
giving him a pufti with the great toe of his right foot, he 
fell headlong down upon the earth. Some things which 
happened the very day of his death, and only a little be¬ 
fore it, were likewife confidered as ominous prefage' 
of 




the Life dF 


368 

of that event. Whilft he was at facrificc, he was he> 
fpattered with the blood of a flamingo. And the pan¬ 
tomimic Mnefter danced a tragedy, which the tragedian 
Neoptolemus had formerly acted at the games, in which 
Philip the king of the Macedonians was llain. And in 
the piece called Laureolus, in which the aftor running 
out in a hurry and falling Vomited blood, feveral of the 
fecondary aftors vying with each other to give the bell 
fpecimen of their art, made the whole ftage be overflowed 
with blood. And for the night was intended a fort of play, 
in which the fabulous accounts of the infernal regions 
were to be reprefented by Egyptians and ^Ethiopians. 

LVIII. Upon the ninth of the Calends of February, 
and about the feventh hour of the day, being in fome 
doubt whether he Ihould rife to dinner, as his ftomach 
was difordered by what he had eaten the day before, at 
laft, by the advice of his friends he came out. Some boys 
of noble extraction, who had been brought from Alia to 
act upon the ftage, waiting for him in, a private portico 
through which he was to pafs, he made a flop to view 
and to fpeak to them and had not the chief of them Paid 
he had got cold, be would have gone back, and have 
made them aft immediately. In refpeft of what follow¬ 
ed, two different accounts arc given. Some fay, that, 
whilft he was fpeaking to the boys, Chxrea came be¬ 
hind him, and gave him a great cut in the neck, firft 
crying out, “ Mind thisthat then a Tribune, by 
name Cornelius Sabinus, another of the confpirators, ran 
him through the breaft. Others fay, that the crowd 
being kept at -a diftance by fome Centurions who were 
privy to the defign, Sabinus came, according to cuftom, 
for the word, and that Caius gave him “ Jupiter," upon 
which Chserea cried cut, “ Here’s for thee thy wifli ftd- 
lillcd l 1 ' 
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filled !” and then, as he looked about, cleaved one of his 
jaws with a blow. As he lay on the ground, crying out 
that he was flill alive, the reft difpatchcd him with thirty 
wounds. For the word ainongft them all was, “ Strike 
again." Some likewife run their fwords through his 
privy parts. Upon the firft buftle, the chairmen came 
running in with their poles to his affiftance, and, imme¬ 
diately after, his German guards, who killed fome of the 
confpirators, and likewife fome Senators who had no 
concern in the tranfaclion. 

LIX. He lived twenty-nine years, and reigned three 
years, ten months, and eight days. His body was carried 
privately into the Lamian Gardens, where it was half 
burnt upon a pile haftily raifed, and then as carelefsly 
buried. It was afterwards taken up again by his fillers, 
upon their return from banifhment, effectually burnt, and 
buried. Before this was done, it is well known that the 
keepers of the gardens were greatly difturbcd by appari¬ 
tions i and that not a night paffed without fome terrible 
fright or other in the houfc where he was llain, until it 
was deftroyed by fire. His wife Caafonia was killed with 
him, being {tabbed by a Centurion; and his daughter had 
her brains knocked out againft a w'all. 

LX. Of the miferable condition of thofe times any 
perfon may eafily form an eftimate from the following 
circumftanccs. For after his death was made public, it 
was not prefently credited. People entertained a fufpi- 
cion that the report of his being killed had been contrived 
and fpread by himfelf, with the view of difiovering how 
they ftood affedted towards him. Nor had the confpira- 
tors pitched upon any one to fucceed him. The Senators 
were fo unanimous in their refolution to affert the liberty 
B b of 
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of their country, that the Confuls aflembled them at firft 
not in the ufual place of meet.ng, becaufe that had its 
name from Julius Caefar, but in the Capitol. Some pro- 
pofed to the houfe to abolilh the memory of the Ctefars, 
and level their temples with the ground. It was parti- 
dcularly remarked on this occauon,. that all the Caefars, 
who had die p ran omen of Caius, died bv the fword, 
ever lince him who was flain in the times of Cinna. 


UNFORTUNATELY a great chafm in the Annals 
of Tacitus, at this period, precludes all information from 
that hiftorian refpeciing the reign of Caligula : but from 
what he mentions towards the clofc of the preceding 
chapter, it is evident that Caligula was forward to feize 
the reins of government, upon the death of Tiberius, 
whom, though he rivalled him in his vices, he was far 
from imitating in his diffimulatioti. Amongft the people, 
the remembrance of Germantcus’s virtues cherilhed for 
his family an attachment, which was probably encreafed 
by its misfortunes ; and they were anxious to fee revived 
in the fon the popularity of the father. Confidering, 
however, that Caligula’s vicious difpolition was already 
known, and that it hdH even been an inducement with 
Tiberius to procure his fucceflion, as what might prove 
a foil to his own memory ; it is furpriling tint no effort 
was made at this juncture to lhake niF the defpotifm which 
had been fo intolerable in the lull reign, and reftore the 
ancient liberty of the Republic. Since the commence¬ 
ment of the imperial dominion, there never had been any 
period fo favorable for a counter-revolution as the pre- 
fent crifis. There exifted now no I.ivia, to influence 
the minds of die Senate and people in refpcS of the go- 
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verntnent; nor was there any other perfon allied to the 
family of Gennanicus, whofe countenance or intrigues 
could promote the views of Caligula. He himfelf was 
now only in the twenty-fifth year of his age, was totally 
inexperienced in the adminiftration of public affairs, had 
never performed even the fmalleft fervice to his country, 
and was generally known to be of a character which dif- 
graced his illuflrious defcent. Yet, in fpite of all thefe- 
circumftances, fuch was the defliny of Rome that his ac- 
ceffion afforded joy to the foldiers, who had known him 
in his childhood, and to the populace in the capital, as 
well as the people in the provinces, who were flattered 
with the delufive expectation of receiving a prince who 
fhould adorn the throne with the amiable virtues of Ger- 
manicus. 

It is difficult to fay, whether a weaknefs of undemand¬ 
ing, or a corruption of morals, was more confpicuous in 
the character of Caligula. He fcems to have difcovcred 
from his earlieft years an innate depravity of mind, which 
was undoubtedly much encreafed by a defeCt of educa¬ 
tion. He had loft both his parents at an early period of 
life ; and from Tiberius’s own character, as well as his 
views in training the perfon who fhould fucceed him on 
the throne, there is reafoti to think, that if any attention 
whatever was paid to the education of Caligula, it was 
directed to vitiate all his faculties and paffions, rather than 
to correCt and improve them. If fuch was really the ob- 
jeCt, it was indeed profecuted with fuccefs. 

The commencement, however, of his reign was fuch 
as by no means prognofticated its fubfcquent tranfition. 
The fudden change of his conduCt, the aftonifhing mix¬ 
ture of imbecility and prefumption, of moral turpitude 
B b 2 and 
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and frantic extravagance, which he afterwards evinced; 
fuch as rolling himfelf over heaps of gold, his treatment 
of his horfe Incitatus, and his defign of making him 
Conful, feem to jullify a fufpicion that his brain had ac¬ 
tually been affected, either by the potion, faid to have been 
given him by his wife Caffonia, or otherwife. Philtres, 
or love-potions, as they were called, were frequent in 
thofe times; and the people believed that they operated 
upon the mind by a myfterious and fynipathetic power. 
It is, however, beyond a doubt, that their effects were 
produced entirely by the action of their phyfical qualities 
upon the organs of the body. They were ufually made 
of the fatyrion, which, according to Pliny, was a provo¬ 
cative. They were generally given by women to their huf- 
bands at bed-time ; and it was neceffary towards their fuc- 
cefsful operation, that the parties fhould fleep together. 
This circuroftance explains the whole myllery. The phil¬ 
tres were nothing more than medicines of a ftimulating 
quality, which, after exciting violent, but temporary 
effects, enfeebled the conftitucion, and occafioned nervous 
dil'orders, by which the mental faculties, as well as the 
corporeal, might be injured. That this was really the 
cafe with Caligula, feems probable, not only from the 
falling ficknefs, to which he was fubjeft, but from the 
habitual watchfulnefs of which he complained. 

The profufion of this emperor, during his fliort reign of 
three years and ten months, is unexampled in hiftory. In 
the midft of profound peace, without any extraordinary 
charges either civil or military, he expended, in lefs than 
one year, bciidcs the current revenue of the empire, 
the fum of 31,796,87; pounds flerling, which had been 
left by Tiberius at his death. To fupply the extrava¬ 
gance of future years, new and exorbitant taxes were im- 
6 pofed 
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pofed upon the people, and thofe too on the neccffarics of 
life. There exifled now amongft the Romans every motive 
that could excite a general indignation againfl. their govern¬ 
ment ; yet fuch was ftill the dread of imperial power, though 
veiled in the hands of fo weak and defpicable a fovereign, 
that no infurredfion was attempted, nor any extendve 
'■onfpiracy formed ; hut the obnoxious emperor fell at lalt 
a facrifice to a few Centurions of his own guard. 

This reign was of too Ihort duration to afford any new 
productions in literature: but, had it been extended to a 
much longer period, the effects would probably have been 
the fame. Polite learning never could flourilh under an 
emperor who entertained a defign of dcflroying the writ¬ 
ings of Virgil and Livy. It is fortunate that thefe, and 
other valuable productions of antiquity, were too widely 
diffufed over the world, and too carefully preferved, to be 
in danger of perifliing through the frenzy of this capri¬ 
cious barbarian. 
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TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS DRUSUS CESAR. 


I. LIVIA having married Auguftus when flic was 
big with child, was within three months after delivered 
of Drufus, the father of Claudius Casfar, who had at firft 
the prsnomen of Decimus, but afterwards that of Nero ; 
and it was fufpe&ed, that he was begotten in adultery by 
bis father-in-law. The following verfe, however, be-, 
came immediately very common upon it. 

T°>S cirryxntri xai rpifmva ircu&ia. 

Nine months for common births the fates decree j 

But, for the great, reduce the term to three. 

This Drufus, during the time of his being Quajftor and 
Prator, commanded in (he Rhstic and German wars, and 
was the firft of all the Roman generals that failed the 
Northern Ocean. He made likewife fome prodigious 
trenches beyond the Rhine, which to this day are ealled 
by his name. He overthrew the enemy in feveral battles, 
and drove them up a great way into the defert parts of 
the country* Nor did he defift from the purfuit until a 
barbarian woman of more than human fize appeared to 
him, and in the Latin tongue forbid him to proceed any 
farther.- For thefe achievements he had the honor of 
an ovation, and the triumphal ornaments. After his 
Prstorlhip, he immediately took upon him the Confulate, 
g.ud returning again to Germany, died in the fummer- 
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camp, which thence obtained the name of “ the wicked 
camp.” His corpfe was carried to Rome by the princi- 
pal perfons of the fcvcral borough. towns and colonies 
upon the road, being met and received by the public 
feribes of each place, aril buried in the Field 0^ Mars. - 
In honor of his memory tire artny crcdlcd a monument, 
round which the l'olc’iers ufed, annually, upon a certain 
day, to'march in folemn pioceffion, and.perfons deputed 
from the feveral cities of Gaul made their fupplications 
to his ghoft. The Senate likewife, amongft various other 
honors, decreed for him a triumphal arch of marble with 
trophies in the Appian way, as alfo the cognomen of 
Gcrmanicus, for him and his pofterity. He was confider- 
ed as a perfon by no means of an affirming temper, but 
ambitious of glory. For bolides his victories he brought 
off the fpoils called Optma *, and frequently fingled out 
and puriued the German commanders up and down their 
army, with the utmort hazard of his life. He likewife 
often declared, that lie would lame time or other, if pof- 
lible, reftore the ancient government. On this account, 

I fuppofc, fornc have ventured to affirm that Augnftus- 
was jealous of. him, and recalled him; and becaufe he 
made no hafle to comply with t!ie order, took him off by 

* The SpoJia Opima were the fpoils taken from the gene, 
ral of the enemy, when he was (lain in (ingle combat by 
tiie general of the Romans. They were always hung up in 
the temple of Jupiter Fcretrius. During the whole time that 
the Roman (late exifted, thofe fpoils had been obtained only 
thrice ; the firft by Romulus, who (lew Acron, king of the 
Cieninenfes; the next by A. Cornelius Coffus, who (lew 
Tolumnius, king of the Veientes, A. U. 318 ; and the third 
by M. Claudius Marcellas, who (lew Viridomarus, king of 
the Gauls, A. U. 330. 

B b 4 poifon. 
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poifon. This I mention, that I may not be guilty of any 
omiffion, more than becaufe I think it either true or pro¬ 
bable ; fince Auguftus loved him fo much when living, 
that he always, in his wills, made him joint heir with his 
Ions, as he once declared in the Senate, and upon his de- 
ceafe, extolled him in a fpeech to the people, to that degree, 
that he prayed the Gods “ to make his Cefars like him, 
and to grant him as honorable an exit out of this world 
as they had given him.” And not fatisfied with infcrib- 
ing upon his tomb an epitaph in verfe compofed by him- 
felf, he wrote likewife the hiftorv of his life in profe. 
He had by the younger Antonia feveral children, but left 
behind him only three, viz. Germanicus, Livilla, and 
Claudius. 

II. Claudius was boro at Lyons in the Confulfhip 
of Julius Antonius, and Fabius Africanus, upon the 
fail of Auguft, the very day upon which an altar was 
firfr dedicated there to Auguftus, and was named Tiber, 
rius Claudius Drufus. Soon after, upon the adoption of 
his elder brother into the Julian family, he affumed the 
cognomen of Germanicus. He was left an infant by his 
father, and during almoft the whole of his minority, and 
for forac time after he attained the age of manhood, was 
afnicled with a variety of ftubborn complaints; infomuch 
that his mind and body being greatly impaired, he was, 
even after his arrival at years of maturity, never thought 
fufhciently qualified fpr any public or private employment. 
He was therefore during a long time, and even after the 
expiration of his minority, under the direction of a peda¬ 
gogue, who, he complains in a certain memoir, “ was 
a barbarous wretch, and formerly a mafter-mule-driver, 
that was retained as his governor, on purpofe to correct 
him feverely on every trifling occalion,” On account of 
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Aiis crazy conftitution of body and mind, at the fliow of 
gladiators, which in conjunftion with his brother he gave 
the people in honor of his father’s memory, he prefided 
muffled tip in a pallium, contrary to cufu>m. When he 
affumed the manly habit, he was carried in a chair at 
mid-night into the Capitol without die ufual ceremony. 

III. He applied himfelf, however, from an early age, 
with great affiduity to the ftudy of the liberal fciences, 
and frequently publifhed fpecimens of his {kill in each of 
them. But never, with all his endeavors, could he attain 
to any public poll in the government, or afford any hope 
of arriving at diftimSlion in a future period. His mother 
Antonia frequently called him " a monfter of a man, that 
had been only begun, but never finiihed by nature.” 
And when (he would upbraid any one with dulnefs, (he 
faid, “ he was more j fool than her Ion Claudius.” His 
grandmother Augufta always treated him witli the utmoft 
contempt, very rarely fpokc to him, and when fhe did 
admonifh him upon any occafion, it was in writing, 
very briefly and feverely, or by meffengers. His fifter 
Livilla, upon hearing that he would be created em¬ 
peror, openly and loudly expreffed her indignation that 
the Roman people Ihould experience a fate fo fevere and 
fo much below their grandeur. To (how the opinion, 
both favorable and otherwife, entertained concerning him 
by Augullus his great-uncle, I have here fubjoined fome 
extrafts from the letters of that emperor. 

IV. “I have had fome converfation with Tiberius, ac¬ 
cording to your defire, my dear Livia, as to what muff 
be done with your grandfon Tiberius at the games of 
Mars. We are both agreed in this, that once for all we 
pught to determine what courfe to take with him. For 

if 
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if he be redly perfcft and entire, as I may fay, with re¬ 
gard to his intellects, why fhould we hefjtate to promote 
him by the fame fteps and degrees we did his brother ? 
But if we find him indeed unfinilhed, and defe&ive both 
in body and mind, we mull beware of giving occafion for 
him and ourfehes to be laughed at by the world, which 
is ready enough to make maters of this kind the fubjecft of 
mirth and derifion. For we never fliall be eafy, if we 
are always to be debating upon every occafion of this 
kind, without coming to a final dccilion, whether he be 
really capable cf public offices or not. With regard to 
what you confult me about at prefeat, I am not againft 
his fuperintending at the feaft of the priefis, if he will fuf- 
fer himfeif to be governed bv his kinfman Silanus’s fon, 
that he may do nothing to make the people flare and 
laugh at him. But I do not approve of his feeing the 
Circenfian games from the Pulvinar. He will be there 
expofed to view in the very front of the theatre. Nor 
do I like that he fhould go to the Alban mountain, or be 
at Rome during the Latin feflival. For if he be capable 
of attending his brother to the mountain, why is he not 
made Prafedl of the city ? Thus, my dear Livia, you 
have my thoughts upon the matter. I am of opinion we 
ought to fettle this affair once for all, that we may not 
to be always in fufpenfe between hope and fear. You 
may, if. you think proper, give our kinfwoman Antonia 
this pan of my letter to read.” In another letter he 
writes as follows: “ I fhall invite the youth Tiberius, every 
day during your abfence, to fupper, that he may not 
fup alone with his friend Sulpicius and Athenodorus. I 
wifh he was more cautious and attentive in the choice of 
fome perfon, whofc motion, air and gait, might be proper 
for the poor creature’s imitation: 


Art>XH 
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Atu/ei iraw ev tohti avrovSaioij Xiav. 

In things of confcquence lie fadly failt. 

Where his mind does not run aftray, he difcovcrs 2, 
noble difpofition.” In a third letter he fays, “ Let me 
die, my dear Livia, if 1 am not aftonifiled, that your 
grandfon Tiberius ihould declaim to pleafe me: for how 
he that talks fo obfcurely, fbould be able to declaim fo 
clearly and properly, I cannot imagine.” There is no 
doubt but Auguitus, after this, came to a refolution upon 
the fubjcdl, and accordingly left him invefled with-no 
other honor than that of the Augural Priellhood ; naming 
him amongft the heirs of the third degree, and fuch as 
were but diftantly allied to his family, for a iixth part of 
his eflate only, and left him a legacy of no more than 
pight hundred thoufand fcfterces. 

V. Tiberius, upon his requefting fome preferment in 
the government, granted him the Confular ornaments. 
But he perfifling in his requifnion, the former wrote to 
him, that “ he fent him forty gold pieces for his expcnccs, 
during the feftivals of the Saturnalia and Siglilai ia." 
Upon this, laving alidc all hope of advancement, lie 1 ef,gncd 
himfelf entirely to an indolent life; living in great privacy, 
one while in his gardens, or a country-feat which he had 
near the city ; another while in Campania, wheic he pall¬ 
ed his time amongfl the vileft company ; bv which means, 
befules his former chara&er of a dull heavy fellow, he ac¬ 
quired that of a drunkard and gamefter. 

VI. Notwithftanding the infamous life he led, much 
refpedl was fhown him both by the public, and private 
perfons. The Equeftrian Order twice made choice of 
him to carry a mpliuge in their names ; once to requelb 

of 
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of the Confuls the favor of bearing on their fhoulders the 
corpfe of Auguftus to Rome, and a fccond time to congra¬ 
tulate the Confuls upon the death of Sejanus. When he 
entered the theatre, they ufed to rife, and putoff theircloaks. 
The Senate likewife voted, that he fhould be added to 
the number of the Sodalcs Aupijlales who were chofen 
by lot: and foon after, that his houfe, which was burnt 
down, fhould be rebuilt at the public charge ; and that he 
fhould have the right of delivering his fentiments, upon 
any fubject that came before the houfe, amongfl tire men 
of Confular rank. This decree was however repealed ; 
Tiberius infilling to have him excufed on account of his 
weaknefs, and promifmg to make good his lofs at his 
own expence. But at his death, he named him in his 
will, among!! his third heirs, for a third part of his eflate; 
leaving him befides a legacy of two millions of fefierces, 
and exprefsly recommending him to the armies, the Senate 
and people of Rome, amongft his other relations. 

VII. At lad, Caius his brother’s fon, upon his advance¬ 
ment to the empire, endeavoring to gain the affections 
of the public by all the arts of popularity, he likewife was 
admitted to public offices, and bore the Confulfhip in 
conjun&ion with his nephew for two months. As he 
■was entering the Forum for the firft time with the Faf- 
ces, an eagle which was flying that way, alighted upon 
his right fhoulder. He likewife took his lot for the go¬ 
vernment of a province as Pro-Conful, at the expiration 
of the year. And he fometimes prefided at the public di- 
verfions of the theatre, in the room of Caius; being al¬ 
ways, on thofe occafions, complimented with the acclama¬ 
tions of the people, wifhing him all happinefs, fometimes 
under the title of the emperor’s uncle, and fometimes 
under that of Germanicus’s brother. 


VIII. Ami Id 
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VIII. Amidft all this refpeft, he neverthclefs frequent¬ 
ly experienced contumelious treatment. For if at any time 
he came late in to fupper, he was obliged to walk round 
the room fome time before he could get a place at table. 
When lie indulged himfelf with a fleep after eating, which 
was a common practice with him, the company ufed to 
throw olive-ftones and dates at him. And buffoons that 
attended would wake him, as if it were only in jeft, with 
a cane or a whip. Sometimes they would put ftioes upon 
his hands, as he lay fnoring, that he might, upon awak¬ 
ing, rub his face with them. 

IX. He was not only expofed to contempt, but fome- 
times likewife to conquerable danger: firft, in his Confui- 
fliip ; for, having been too remifs in providing and erecting 
the ftatuc» of Caius’s brothers, Nero and Drufus, he was 
very near being ejected from his office of Conful; and af¬ 
terwards he was continually haiadcd with informations 
againft him by one or other, fometimes even by his own 
domeftics. When the conipiracy of Lepidus and Gtetu- 
licus was dil'covercd, being fent with fome other deputies 
into Germany, to congratulate the emperor upon the oc- 
calion, he was in danger of his life ; Caius being greatly 
enraged, and exprefling his refentment, that his uncle 
fhould be fent to him, as if he was a boy that wanted a 
governor. Some even fav, that he was thrown into a ri¬ 
ver, in his travelling habit. From this period, he fpoke 
in the Senate always the lafl of the members of Confular 
rank ; being called upon after the reft, on purpole to dif- 
grace him. An indictment likewife for the forgery of a 
will was allowed to be profccuted, though he had ftgned it 
as a witnefs. At iaft, being obliged to pay into the trea- 
fury eight millions of fcfterecs for his entrance upon a new 
office of priefthood conferred upon him, he was, for that 
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purpofe, reduced to the neceffity of expofing to fale his 
whole eftate, by an edidt of the commiffioners. 

X. Having fpent the greater part of his life under thefe 
and the like circumftances, he came at laft to the empire 
in the fiftieth year of his age, by a very furprifing turn of 
fortune. Being amongft others prohibited by the confpi- 
rators from approaching the emperor, under the pretext of 
his defiring to be private, he retired into an apartment 
called the Hermatum: and foon after, terrified by the re¬ 
port of his being {lain, he crept into an adjoining balco¬ 
ny, where he hid himfelf behind the hangings of the door. 
A common foldier that happened to pafs that way, fpying 
his feet, and defirous to difeover who he was, pulled him 
out; when immediately knowing him, he threw himfelf in 
a great fright at his feet, and falutcd him by the title of em¬ 
peror. He then conduced him to his fellow-foldiers, all 
in great rage, and irrefolute what they (hould do. They 
put him into a chair, and becaufe the {laves of the palace 
had all fled, took their turns of carrying him, and brought 
him into the camp, very melancholy and in great confter- 
nation ; the people that met him lamenting his iituaticn, as 
if the poor innocent man was carrying away to execution. 
Being received within the ramparts, he continued all night 
with the watch, recovered fomewhat from his fright, but 
in no great hopes of the fucceflion. For the Confuls, with 
the Senate and city.battalions, had poffeffcd themfeives of 
the Forum and the Capitol, with a relolution to a {Terr the 
public liberty: and he being fent for likewife, by a Tri¬ 
bune of the commons, to the houfe, to give his advice 
upon the prefent juncture of affairs, returned anfwer, 
“ I am under conftraint, and cannot poffibly come.” 
The day after, the Senate being flow in the execution of 
their projedl, on account of greet aiviiions amongft rhem- 
felves. 
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felves, and the infolence of the populace, who infifted 
upon being governed by one perfon, and Claudius by 
name, he fuffered the foldiers to affemble under arms, and 
fwear to fupport him ; when he promifed them fifteen 
thoufand fefterces a man, he being the firfk of the Csfars 
that purchafed the fidelity of the foldiers with money. 

XI. Having thus fecured to himfelf the adminiftration 
of affairs, his firft objefif was to abclilh all remembrance 
of the two preceding days, in which a change of govern¬ 
ment had been debated. Accordingly he paffed an a£t of 
perpetual oblivion and pardon for every thing faid or done 
during that time ; and this he faithfully obferved, with 
the exception only of putting to death a few Tribunes and 
Centurions concerned in the confpiracy againft Caius, both 
as an example, and becaufe he underftood that they had 
propofed to kill himfelf likewife. He now turned his 
thoughts towards paying his refpeft to the memory of his 
relations. His raoll folemn and ufual oath was, “ By 
Auguftus.” He prevailed with the Senate to decree divine 
honors to his grandmother Livia, with a chariot in the 
Circenlian proceffion drawn by elephants, as had been 
appointed for Auguftus, and public offerings to the ghofts 
of his parents. For his father, likewife, he obtained 
Circenfian games, to be celebrated every year, upon his 
birth-day, and for his mother a chariot to be drawn 
through the Circus, with the title of Augufta, which had 
been refufed by his grandmother. To the memory of 
his brother, to which, upon all occafions, he fhowed a 
great regard, he ordered a Greek comedy of his own to 
be added-to the games at Naples, and received the honor 
of a crown upon it, by the fentence of the judges in that 
folemnity. Nor did he omit to make honorable and 
grateful mention of M. Antony ; declaring by a procla- 
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niadon, “ That he the more earneftly infilled upon the 
obfervation of his father Drufus’s birth-day becaufe it 
was likewife that of his grandfather Antony.” He com¬ 
pleted the marble arch near Pompey’s theatre, which had 
formerly been decreed by the Senate in honor of Tiberius, 
but negle&ed. And though he cancelled all the a6ts of 
Caius, yet he forbid the day of his aflaffination, notwith- 
ftanding it was that of his own acceffion to tire empire, to 
be reckoned among!! the fefiivals. 

XII. But in .refpe£t of his own aggrandifement, he was 
fparing and mode!!, declining the title of emperor, and 
refufiog all exceffive honors. He celebrated the marriage 
of his daughter and die birth-day of a grandfon with 
great privacy, at home, He recalled none of thofe who 
had been banifhed, without a decree of the Senate for it ; 
and reqnefted of them the favor, to bring into the houfe 
with him the commander of the guards, and a few mi¬ 
litary Tribunes ; and alfo that they would be pleafed to 
beftow upon his procurators a judicial authority in the 
provinces. He afked of the Confuls likewife the privi¬ 
lege of holding fairs upon his private eftate. He frequent¬ 
ly affifted the magifirates in the trial of caufes, as one of 
their aSeffors. And when they prefented the people wirh 
any public diversions, he would rife up to them with the 
reft of the fpeclators, and pay his rel'pects to them both 
by words and gellures. When the Tribunes of the com¬ 
mons came to wait upon him while he was on the bench, 
he begged to be excufed if he deftred them to fpeak to 
him ftanding, becaufe otherwife he could not hear them, 
by reafon of the crowd. By this behaviour, in a fhort 
time, he wrought himfelf fo much into the favor and af¬ 
fection of the public, that when, upon his going to Oftia, 
a report was fpread in town that he had been way-laid 
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and flain, the people never ceafed curling the foldiers for 
traitors, and the Senate as parricides, until one or two 
perfons, and prefently after feveral others, were brought 
by the magiftrates upon the Roftra, who allured them 
that he was alive, and not far from the city, upon his re- 

XIII. Coilfpiracies however were formed again!! him, 
not only by individuals feparately, but by feveral in con¬ 
junction; and at lafthis government was difturbed with a 
civil war. A common man was found with a poniard, 
near his chamber, at mid-night. Two men of the Equef- 
trian Order were difcovered waiting for him in the 
ftreets, armed with a tuck and a huntfman’s dagger j one 
of them intending to attack him as he came out of the 
theatre, and the other as he was facrificing in the tem¬ 
ple of Mars. Gallus Afinius, and Statilius Corvinus, 
grandfons of the two orators, Pollio and MelTala, formed 
again ft him a confpiracy, in which they engaged many 
of his freedmen and flaves. Furius Camillus Scriboni- 
anus, his lieutenant in Dalmatia, raifed a civil war 
againft him, but was reduced in the fpace of five days « 
the legions which had been feduced by him to revolt, re- 
linquilhing their purpofe, upon a fright occafioned by ill 
omens. For when orders were given them to march, to 
meet their new emperor, the eagles could not be drefled, 
or the other ftandards pulled out of the ground, whether 
it was by accident, or a divine interpofition. 

XIV. Befides his former Confullhip, he held the of¬ 
fice afterwards four times : the filft two fucceffively, but 
the following, after an interval of four years each ; the 
laft for fix months, the reft for two; and his third, upon 
being chofen in the room of a Conful that died; which 

C c had 
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had never been done by any of the emperors before him. 
■Whether he was Conful or not, he gave conftant attend¬ 
ance in the courts for the adrniniftration of j.uftice, even 
upon fuch days as were folemnly obferved as days of re¬ 
joicing in his family, or by his friends; and fometimes 
upon the public feftivals of ancient inftitution, or unlucky 
days. Nor did he always adhere ftri£tly to the letter of 
the laws, but over-ruled the rigor or lenity of many, ac¬ 
cording to his fentiments of juftice and equity. For 
where perfons loft their fuits by infilling upon more than 
appeared to be their due, before the judges of private 
caufes, he granted them the indulgence of a fecond trial. 
And with regard to fuch as were convicted of any great 
villainy, he would even exceed the punilhment appointed 
by law, and condemn them to be expofed to wild beafts. 

XV. But in the hearing and determining of caufes, he 
Ihowed a ftrange variety of humor, being one while cir- 
cumfp.edt and fagacious, another while inconfiderate and 
rafti, and fometimes frivolous, and like one in a Hate of 
infipiency. In cancelling the names of perfons upon the 
judges’ lift, he (truck off one, who, concealing the privi¬ 
lege he had by his children to be excufed from that fer- 
vice, had anfwered to his name, as too fond of the office. 
Another that was fummoned before the emperor upon a 
caufe of his own, but alledged that the affair did not pro¬ 
perly come under his cognizance, but that of the ordinary 
judges, he ordered to plead the caufe himfelf immediately 
before him, and give a fpecimen in a bufinefs of his own, 
how equitable a judge he would prove in that of other 
perfons. A woman refufing to acknowledge her own 
fon, and there being no clear proof on either fide, he ob¬ 
liged her to confels the truth, by enjoining her to marry 
the young man. He was much inclined to determine 
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caufes in favor of the party that appeared, againft fuch 
as did not, without enquiring whether their abfence was 
occafioned by their own fault, or real neceflity. On 
proclamation of a man’s being convicted of forgery, and 
that he ought to have his hand cut off, he infilled that an 
executioner Ihould be immediately fent for, with a fword 
and a butcher’s block. A perfon being profecuted for 
falfely affuming the freedom of Rome, and a difpute 
arifing betwixt the advocates in the caufe, whether he 
ought to make his defence in the Roman or Grecian 
drefs, to Ihew his impartiality, he commanded him to 
change his cloaths feveral times according as he was ac- 
cufed or defended. An anecdote is related of him, and 
believed to be true, that, in a particular caufe, he deliver¬ 
ed his fentence, which he had in writing before him, in 
the following words: “ I give it for thofe who have fup- 
ported their pretenfions with truth.” By this kind of be¬ 
haviour he fo much forfeited the good opinion of the 
world, that he was every where and openly defpifed. A 
perfon making an excufe for the non-appearance of a 
witnefs whom he had fent for from the provinces, declar¬ 
ed it was impoffible for him to appear, concealing the 
reafon for fome time : at laft, after feveral interrogatories 
were put to him on the fubjeft, he anfwered, “ The man 
died lately at Puteoli.” Another thanking him, for fuffer- 
ing a perfon that was profecuted to make his defence by 
counfel, added, “ And yet it is no more than what is 
ufual.” I have likewife heard fome old men fay, that 
the pleaders in court ufed to abufe his patience fo grofsly, 
that they would not only call him hack, as he was quit¬ 
ting the bench, but would feize him by the lap of his coat, 
and fometimes catch him by the heels to make him fray. 
That fuch behaviour, however ftrange, is not incredible, 
will appear from this anecdote. Some obfeure Greek 
C c 2 that 
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that had a caufe before him, in a warm debate which hap¬ 
pened upon it, cried out to him: “ Thou art an old fel¬ 
low, and a fool too.” It is certain that a Roman knight, 
who was ffilfely profecuted by a malicious contrivance of 
his enemy’s, as guilty of unnatural lewdnefs with wo¬ 
men, obferving that common ftrumpets were fummoned 
and allowed to give evidence againft him, upbraided him 
in very fevere language with his folly and cruelty, and 
then threw his ftyle, and fome books which he had in 
his hand, firaight in his face, with fuch violence as to 
give him a conliderable wound in the cheek. 

XVI. He likewife took upon him the office of Cenfor, 
which had been difcontinued, fince the time that Paullus 
and Plancus had held it in conjunftion. But upon this 
occafion, again, he behaved very unequally, and with a 
ftrange variety of humor and conduct. In his review of 
thofe who were allowed a war-horfe by the public, he 
difmiiTed, without any mark of infamy, a profligate 
young man, only becaufe his father exprefled his appro¬ 
bation of bis behaviour, faying, “ He has his own pro¬ 
per cenfor.” Another, who was infamous for the de¬ 
bauching of youth, both male and female, and adultery, he 
only admonilhed “ to indulge his youthful inclinations 
more fparingly, or at lealt more cautiouflv adding, 
“ Why mull I know what miftrefs you keep ?” "When, 
at the requefl of his friends, he had taken off a mark of 
infamy which he had fet upon one gentleman’s name, he 
faid, “ Let the blot however remain.” He not only (truck 
out of the lift of judges, but likewife deprived of his free¬ 
dom of Rome, a man of great diftinction, and of the fir ft 
rank in Greece, only becaufe he was ignorant of the La¬ 
tin language. Nor did he fuffer any one to give an ac¬ 
count of his life by an advocate, but obliged each man to 
fpcak 



TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS DRUSUS CALSAR. 389 

fpeak for himfelf, however meanly he was qualified for 
the purpofe. He difgraced many, and fome that little 
expected it, and for a reafon entirely new, namely, for 
going out of Italy without his knowledge and permiffion ; 
and one likewife, for having attended in his province upon 
a king, as his companion: obferving that, in former 
times, Rabirius Pofthumus had been profecuted for trea- 
fon, only upon the account of attending Ptolemy to Alex¬ 
andria, to fecure payment of a debt. Several others, 
whom he attempted to dil'grace, through the great negli¬ 
gence of the perfons employed to enquire into people’s 
characters, he, to his own greater fhame, found perfect¬ 
ly innocent; thofe whom he charged with living in celi¬ 
bacy, want of children, or eftate, proving themfelves to 
be hufbands, parents, and in affluent circumttances. One 
that was accufed of an attempt made upon his own life 
by the fwo'rd, ftripped himfelf to let him fee there was 
not the lcaft mark of violence upon his body. The fol¬ 
lowing incidents were remarkable in his Cenforfhip. He 
ordered a filver chaife, of very fumptuous workmanfhip, 
and which was expofed to fale at the Sigillaria, to be 
purchafed, and hewed in pieces before his eyes. He pub,*,' 
lifhed twenty proclamations in one day ; in one of which 
he advifed the people, “ Since the vintage was very plen¬ 
tiful, to have their calks well fecured at the bung with 
pitch And in another he told them, “ that nothing 
would fooncr cure the bite of a viper, than the fap of the 


XVII. He undertook only one expedition, and that 
only of Ihort continuance. The triumphal ornaments 
decreed him by the Senate, he confidered as below the 
imperial dignity, and was therefore refolved to have 
the honor of a complete triumph. For this purpofe, he 
C c 3 ’ made 
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made choice of the province of Britain, which had never 
been attempted by any fince Julius Caefar, and was then 
in an uproar, becaufe the Romans would not reftore to 
them fome deferters from that ifland. Accordingly he fet 
fail from Oftia, but was twice very near being funk by 
the boifterous wind called Circius, upon the coaft of 
Liguria, and near the illands called Stoechades. Making 
therefore his way by land from Maffilia to GefToriacum, 
he thence pafled over into Britain. A part of the ifland 
fubmitting, within a few days after his arrival, without 
battle or bloodfhed, he returned to Rome in lefs than fix 
months from the time of his departure, and triumphed in 
the mod folemn manner; to the fight of which, he not only 
permitted fome governors of provinces to come to town, 
but fome likewife who were in banilhment. Amongft 
the fpoils taken from the enemy, he fixed upon the dome 
of his houfe in the Palatium, a naval crown near the ci¬ 
vic which was there before, in token of his having pair¬ 
ed, and as it were, conquered the Ocean. Meffalina his 
wife followed his chariot in a Carpentum*. Thofe who 
had attained the honor of triumphal ornaments in the fame 
war, came after in chariots, the reft on foot, and clad in 
the robe ufed by die great officers of ftate. Craffus Frugi 
was mounted upon a horfe richly accoutred, in an em-r 
broidcred robe, becaufe this was the fecond time of his at¬ 
taining that honor. 

XVIII. He was particularly attentive to the city, and to 
have it well fupplied with provifions. A dreadful fire 

* The Carpcnium was a carriage, commonly with two 
wheels, and an arched covering, but fometimes without a 
covering; ufed chiefly by matrons, and named, according 
to Ovid, from Carmenta, the mother of Evander. Women 
were prohibited the ufe of it in the fecond Punic war, by the 
Oppian law, which however was foon after repealed. 

happening 
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happening in the JEmiliana, which continued fome time, 
he pafled two nights in the Diribitorium* ; and the fol- 
diers and gladiators not being fufficient to extinguifti it, 
he fummoned the commonalty by the magillrates out of 
all the flreets in town, to their affiftance. Placing bas¬ 
kets full of money before him, he encouraged the people 
to do their utmoft, declaring, that he would immediately, 
upon the fpot, reward every one of them according to 
their merit. 

XIX. During a fcarcitv of provifions, occafioned by 
bad crops for fome years fucceflivcly, he was flopped in 
the middle of the Forum by the mob, who attacked 
him with fuch fcurrilous reproaches, and pieces of bread, 
that it was with fome difficulty he at laft efcaped by a 
back-door into the palace. He therefore ufed all pof- 
fible means to bring provifions to the city, even in the 
winter. He propofed to the merchants employed in that 
traffic a fure profit, by taking upon himfelf any lofs that 
might befall them at fea; and to fuch as built fhips for 
that purpofe, he granted great privileges, according to 
their refpefitive circumftances: to a citizen of Rome 
he gave an exemption from the penalty of the Papia- 
Poppaean law; to one who had only the privilege of La- 
tium, the freedom of the city; and to women the right which 
by law belonged to fuch as had four children: which eon- 
ftitutions, regulated by him, are obferved to this day. 

* The Diribitmium was a houfe begun by Agrippa, and 
finiflied by Auguftus, in which foldiers were muftered and 
received their pay. It was alfo a place where, when the 
Romans went to give their votes at the election of magi- 
ftrates, they were condufted by officers named Diribitoies, 
It is poffible that one and the fame building may have been 
ufed for both purpofes. 
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XX. He executed feveral projects which were 
rather great than neceflary. The principal were, an 
aqueduct, which had been begun by Caius, a canal for 
the difcharge of the Fucine lake, and the harbour of 
Oftia; though he knew that one of thefe had by Au- 
guftus been denied to the Marfians, who frequently ap¬ 
plied to him upon the fubjedt; and that the other had 
been feveral times intended by Julius Csefar, but as often 
abandoned on account of the difficulty of execution. He 
brought to the city the cool and plentiful fprings of the 
Claudian water, one of which is called Casruleus, and 
the other Curtins and Albudinus : as likewife the river of 
the new Anio in a flone canal, and difpofed of them in¬ 
to many fine lakes. He attempted the Fucine Lake, as 
much'from the expectation of advantage, as the glory of 
the execution ; fince fome offered to drain it at their own 
expence, upon condition that they might have a grant of 
the land which it occupied. He completed a canal three 
miles in length, partly by cutting through, and partly 
levelling a mountain, but with great difficulty; thirty 
thoufand men being conftantly employed in that work 
during eleven years. He formed the harbour at Oftia, by 
railing to the right and left two prodigious works, with 
a bend into the fea, making a mole at the entrance in a 
deep water. To fecure the foundation of the fuperftruc- 

' tare, he funk the veflel in which the great obelilk had been 
brought from Egypt; and built upon piles a high tower, 
in imitation of that of Pharos, upon which to fix lights, 
for the dire< 9 ion of mariners in the night, 

XXI. He often gave largefles to the people, and en¬ 
tertained them with a great variety of public diverfions, 
nof only fuch as were ufual, and in the ufual places, but 
fbnje of new invention, others revived from antiquity. 
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and in places where nothing of the kind had ever before 
been exhibited. In the games that he prefented upon the 
opening of Pompey’s theatre, which had been burnt, and 
was rebuilt by him, he prefided upon a throne erected 
for him in the Orcheflra ; having firft paid his devotions 
in the upper part; then coming down through the middle 
of the Cavea, whilft all the people kept their feats with 
profound filcncc. He likewife exhibited the Secular Games 
under pretence of their having been anticipated by Au- 
gultus ; though he bimfelf fays in his hiftory, “ That 
they had been neglcfted before Auguftus, who had made 
an exadt calculation of the time, and again brought them 
into theirformer order.” The crier was therefore ridiculed, 
when he invited people in the ulual form, “ To games 
which no perfon had ever before feen, nor ever would 
againwhen many were ftill living who had feen them; 
and fome of the players who had formerly added upon 
the occafton were now again brought upon the ftage. 
He likewife frequently prefented the Circenftan games in 
the Vatican, fometimes with a hunting of wild beafts, 
after every five courfes. He beautified the great Circus 
with jnarble barriers, and gilded goals, which before were 
of common flone and wood, and alfigncd proper places 
for the Senators, who were ufed to lit promiftuoufiy 
with the other fpeddators. Befides the chariot-races, he 
exhibited there the Trojan game, and wild beads from 
Africa, which were encountered by a troop of the horfe- 
guards, with Tribunes, and the commander in chief at 
the head of them : befides Theffalian horfe, that drive 
mad bulls round the Circus, leap upon their backs when 
they are tired, and pull them down by the horns to the 
ground. He gave {hows of gladiators in feveral places,, 
and of various kinds : an anniverfary one in the Praeto¬ 
rian camp; but without any hunting, cr the ufual ap- 
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paratus : another as ufual in the Septa ; and in the fame 
place, another out of the common way, and of a few 
days’ continuance only* which he called Sportula ; be- 
caufe when he was going to prefeiit it, he informed die 
people by proclamation, “ that he invited them as it were 
to a fmall fupper.” Nor was he in any kind of public 
diverfion more free or chearful; infomuch that he would, 
with the common people, held' out his left hand, and 
count upon his fingers aloud, the gold pieces prefented 
to fuch as came off conquerors. He would invite the 
company by earned exhortations to be merry ; now and 
then calling them his “ matters,” with a mixture of infi- 
pid, far-fetched jefts. Thus, when the people called for 
Palumbus® (a gladiator), he faid, “ He would give them 
one when it was catched.” And the following likewife, 
though well-intended, and well-timed, when having with 
great applaufe difeharged an Effedarian, upon the inter- 
ceffion of his four fons, he fent a billet immediately round 
the theatre, to remind the people, “ how much it con¬ 
cerned them to have children, fince they had before them 
an inftance, how ufcful they had been to procure favor 
and fecurity for a gladiator.” He likewife reprefented 
in the Field of Mars, the taking and facking of a town, 
as alfo* the furrender of the Britilh kings, and pre- 
fided in his general’s cloak. Immediately before the dif- 
charging of the Fucine lake, he exhibited upon it a naval 
fight. But thofe on board the fleets crying out, “ Health 
attend you, noble emperor: dying men falute you and 
he replying, “ Health attend you too,’.’ they all refufed 
to fight upon it, as if by that anfwer he had meant to 
excufe them. Upon this incident. He was in doubt with 
himfelf whether he fhould not deftroy them all by fire 

* A pun upon the name of Palumbus, which lignifics a 
wood-pigeon. 



TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS DRUSUS CAiSAR. 395 
and fword. At laft leaping from his feat, running along 
the fide of the lake, and reeling to a ridiculous degree, 
he, partly by fair words, and partly by reproaches, per- 
fuaded them to engage. One of the fleets was from Si¬ 
cily, the other from Rhodes ; confiding each of twelve 
fliips of war, of three banks of oars. The fignal of 
charge was given by a Giver Triton, raifed by mecha- 
nifm. 

XXII. With regard to religion, the management of af¬ 
fairs both civil and military, and the condition of the feve- 
ral Orders of the people at home and abroad, fome ufages 
he corre£ted, others which had been laid afide he revived, 
and fome regulations he introduced entirely new. In 
choofing new priefts into the feveral companies of them, 
he nominated none but upon oath. As often as an earth¬ 
quake happened in the city, he never failed to fummon 
the people together by the Praitor, and appoint holidays 
for religious worlhip. And upon, the fight of any omi¬ 
nous bird in the city or Capitol, he iffued an order for pub¬ 
lic prayers, the words of which, by virtue of his office 
of high-prieft, after an exhortation to the people from the 
Roftra, he repeated before them, for them to join in, 
all common mechanics and Haves being firft ordered to 
withdraw. 

XXIII. The courts of judicature, which had formerly 
been ufed to fit only fome months in the fummer, and 
fome in winter, be ordered, for the difpatch of bufinefs, 
to fit the whole year round. The jurifdidtion in matters 
of truft, which ufed to be granted annually by fpecial 
commiffion to certain magiftrates, and in the city only, 
he granted in perpetuity, and the fame to the provinces 
likewife. He repealed a claufe added by Tiberius to the 
Papia-Poppa;an law, as if men of fixty years of age 
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'were incapable of begetting children. He ordered that 
orphans Ihould have guardians appointed them by the 
Confuls; and that thole who were banii'hed from any 
province by the chief magiftrate, Ihould be debarred from 
coining into the city, or any part of Italy. He inflicted 
upon forae a new fert of banilhment, by forbidding them 
to ftir above three miles from Rome. When any .affair 
of importance came before the Senate, he ufed to fit be¬ 
twixt the two Confuls upon the tribune-bench. He ar¬ 
rogated to himfelf the power of granting licence to tra¬ 
vel out of Italy, which before had belonged to the Se¬ 
nate. 


XXIV. He likewife granted the Confular ornaments 
to his procurators called Ducenarii. From fuch as de¬ 
clined the Senatorian dignity, he took a%vay that of the 
Equeftrian ; though he had in'the beginning of his reign 
declared, that he would eledt no man into the Senate that 
was not the great-grandfon of a Roman Senator. Yet 
he gave the Lotus Clavus to the Ion of a freedman, up¬ 
on condition that he Ihould be adopted by a Roman 
knight. Being afraid however of incurring cenl'ure by 
fuch an act, he informed the public, that his anceftor 
Appius Cascus, the Cenfor, had elected the fons of freed- 
men into the Senate; for he was ignorant, it feems, that 
in the times of Appius, and a long while after, perfons 
manumifed were not called Liber tint-, liut their fons that 
were free-born. Inftead of the expence which the Qusef- 
fors were obliged to be at, for the paving of the high¬ 
ways, he ordered them to give the people a fhow of gla¬ 
diators ; and divefting them of the provinces of the Oftian 
and Gallic coaft, he rellored to them the charge of the 
treafury, which, fince the time it was taken from them, 
had been managed by the Praetors, or thofe who had for¬ 
merly been fuch. He gave the triumphal ornaments to 
Silanus, 
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Silanus, contrafted to his daughter, though he was under 
age ; but to elder people in fuch numbers, and fo eafily, 
that he was unanimoufly addrefled by all the legions “ to 
grant his Confular lieutenants the triumphal ornaments 
■with their commiflions, to prevent their engaging in un- 
neceffary wars.” He^gave A. Plautius the honor of an 
ovation, and meeting him at his entering the city, walked 
with him into the Capitol, and back again. And he al¬ 
lowed Gabinius Secundus, upon his conqueft of the 
Chauci, a nation of Germany, to aflume the cognomen 
of Chaucius. 

XXV. His management, with regard to the promotion 
of the Equeftrian Order in the army, was this. After 
the command of a battalion, he granted that of the h'orfe 
in a legion, and fubfequently the commiflion of a Tri¬ 
bune. He raifed a body of militia, which he called Su¬ 
pernumeraries, who, though only nominal foldiers, yet 
received pay. He procured an aft of the Senate to pro¬ 
hibit all foldiers from attending Senators at their houfes, 
in the way of refpeft arid compliment. He confifcated 
the eflates of all freedmen who prefumed to .take upon 
them the Equeftrian dignity. Such of them as were un¬ 
grateful to their patrons, and were complained of by 
them, he reduced to their former condition of flavery ; 
and declared to their advocates, that he would never give 
judgment againft their freedmen, in any fuit at law which 
they might happen to have with them. Some perfons 
having expofed their fick flaves, who were in a languilh- 
ing condition, in the ifland of vEfculapIus, becaufe of 
the tedioufnefs of their cure; he declared all who were 
fo expofed perfeftly free, never more, if they (hould re¬ 
cover, to return to their former fervitude : and that if 
any one cbofe rather to kill than expofe a {lave, he {hould, 
in that cafe, be liable to a profecution for murder. He 
8 publiftied 
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publifhed a proclamation, forbidding all travellers to pals 
through the towns of Italy any otherwife than on foot, 
or in a litter or chair. He quartered a battalion of fol- 
diers at Puteoli, and another at Oftia, to be in readinefe 
againft any accidents from fire. He forbid foreigners the 
nfe of fuch Roman names as were appropriated to families. 
Thofe who falfely pretended to the freedom of Rome, 
he beheaded in the field of Efquilias. He returned to 
the Senate the provinces of Achaia and Macedonia, which 
Tiberius had taken under his own care. He took from 
the Lycians their liberty, to punilh them for their civil 
diflenfions ; but rcftored to the Rhodians their freedom, 
upon their repentance for their former mifdemeanors. 
He abfolved from the payment of all taxes for ever, 
the Ilienfians, as being the founders of the Roman 
people ; reciting upon the occalion a letter in Greek, 
from the Senate and people of Rome to king Seleu- 
cus, in which they promifed him their friendlhip and 
alliance, provided that he would grant their kinfmen 
the Dienfians an immunity from all burdens. He banifli- 
ed from Rome all the Jews, who were continually mak¬ 
ing difturbances at the inftigation of one Chreftus. He 
allowed the ambafladors of the Germans to fit at the pub¬ 
lic diverfions in the feats affigned to the Senators, being 
induced to this indulgence by the franknefs and aflurance 
of their behaviour. For having been feated amongfl: the 
common people, upon obferving the ambafladors from 
Panhia and Armenia fitting with the Senators, they went 
over to them, as being, they faid, no way inferior to 
them in point either of merit or quality. The favage 
religion of the Druids, which had only been forbidden 
the citizens of Rome, during the reign of Auguftus, he 
utterly abolifhed. On the other hand, he endeavored 
to transfer the Eleuliuian myfteries from Attica to Rome. 
He likewife ordered the temple of Venus Erycina in Si- 
6 ' cily, 
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cily, which was old and in a ruinous condition, to be 
repaired at the public cxpence. He concluded treaties 
with foreign princes in the Forum, with the facrifice-of a 
fovv, and the form of words ufed by the heralds in for¬ 
mer times. But in dtefe and other things, and indeed the 
greater part of his adminiftration, he a£lcd not fo much 
by himfelf, as by the influence of his wives and freed- 
men ; being for the mod part directed in conformity to 
their interefts and humor.. 

XXVI. He was, at a very early age, contra died to 
two wives, ^Emilia Lepida, the grand-daughter of Au- 
guftus, and Livia Medullina, who had the cognomen of 
Camilla, and was defeended from the old Dictator Ca- 
millus. The former he divorced in a (late of virginity, 
becaufe her parents had incurred the difpleafure of Au- 
guflus; and the latter died of fteknefs upon the day fixed 
for their nuptials. He next married Plautia Urgulanilla, 
whofe father had enjoyed the honor of a triumph ; and 
foon after /Elia Paetina, the daughter of a man of Con- 
fular rank. But lie divorced them both: Ptetitia, upon 
fome frivolous otFence ; and Urgulanilla, for fcandaious 
lewdnefs, and the fufpicion of murder. After them he 
took in marriage Valeria Meflalina, the daughter of Bar- 
batus Meffala, his coufin. But finding that, befidcs her 
other (hameful debaucheries, (he had married C. Stilus, 
the document relative to her fortune being formally fign- 
ed, as ufual, in the prefence of Aufpices, he put her to 
death. Then fummoning his guards into his prefence, 
he made to them this declaration : “ As I have been fo 
unhappy in my marriages, I am refolved to continue in 
future a widower ; and if I (liould not, I give you leave 
to (lab me.” He was however unable to perfift in this 
refolution ; for he began immediately to think of another 
wife ; and of taking back again Paetina, whom he had 
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formerly divorced; as alfoLollia Paullina, who had beell 
married to Cains Cafar. But being enticed by the arts 
of Agrippina, the daughter of his brother Germanicus, 
upon the occafion of that familiar dalliance which their 
near relation admitted, he induftrioully procured a mem-* 
ber of the Senate, at the next meeting, to declare it to 
be his opinion, that they fhould oblige the emperor to 
many Agrippina, as a meafure highly conducive to the 
public good ; and that all others ought to be allowed the 
liberty of fuch matches, which until that time had been 
confidered as inceftuous. In leis than twenty-four hours 
after this he married her. No perfon was found, .-how¬ 
ever, to follow the example, excepting one freedman, 
and a Centurion of the firft rank, at the folemnization of 
whofe nuptials, both he and Agrippina attended. 

XXVII. He had children by three wives : by Urgu- 
lanilla, Drufus and Claudia; by Patina, Antonia ; and 
by Mefialina, Odlavia, and a fon, whom at firft he 
called Germanicus, but afterwards Britannicus. H? loft 
Drufus while a minor, at Pompeii, being choaked with 
a pear, which in play he toiled up into the air, and 
catched upon its defeent in his mouth. He had but a few 
days before concluded a match betwixt him and one of 
Sejanus’s daughters: for which reafon, I am furprifed that 
fbme authors fhould fay he loft his life by the treachery 
of Sejanus. Claudia, who was indeed the daughter of 
Boter his freed-man, though file was bom five months 
before his divorcing her mother, he ordered to be thrown 
naked at her door. He married Antonia to C11. Poinpey die 
Great *, afterwards to Fauftus Sylla, both youths of very 

* It would feem from this paflage, that the cognomen of “ the 
Great” had now been reftored to the del’cendents of C11. 
Poinpey who had firft obtained that appellation. 


noble 
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noble parentage : Ottavia to his ftep-fon Nero, after (lie 
had been contracted to Silanus. Brirannicus was born 
upon the twentieth day of his reign, and in his fecond 
ConfiaHhip. He would often hold him in his arms, and 
recommend him to the favor of the foldiers ; and he 
would likewife to the common people in the theatre, fet- 
ting him upon his lap, or before him, whilft he was as 
yet but very little, and would join in their acclamations, 
and good wiflies in his behalf. Of his fons-in-law, he 
adopted Nero. He not only difmiffed from his favor 
both Pompey and Silanus, but put them to death. 

XXVIII. Amongft his freedmcn, the greateft favo¬ 
rite was the eunuch Pofides, whom, in his Britifti triumph, 
he prefented with the Hafta Pura* as he did likewife fe- 
veral others of the army. Next to him, if not equal, 
in favor was Felix *, whom he not only dignified with a 
command both of foot and horfe in the troops* but made 
governor of Judea; and he became, in confequence of his 
elevation, the hu(band of three queens. Another favo¬ 
rite was Harpocras, to whom he granted the privilege of 
ufing a chair in the city, and of entertaining the people with 
public diverlions. In this clafs was likewife Poiybius who 

* This is the Felix mentioned in the twenty-fourth chap¬ 
ter of the A efts of the Apoflles; who, when St. Paul fpolte 
of “ j ..(lice and temperance, and the judgment to come, trem¬ 
bled.” Whether his agitation arofe from any compunftion 
of mind, for having been concerned in the dark and bloody 
tranfaftions which palled at the court of Claudius, it is im- 
poffible to determine. His fortune, however, in marrying 
three queens, was extraordinary; and to the completion of it, 
he feems to have only wanted what the fame apoftle benevo¬ 
lently willied to Feftus, his fucceflor in the government of 
Judea. 
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aflifted him in his (Indies, and had often the honor to walk 
betwixt the two Confuls. But above all others, Narciflus 
his fecretary, and Pallas the comptroller of his houfehold, 
were highly in favor with him. Thcfe he not only fuf- 
fered to be honored, by a decree of the Senate, with im- 
menfe prefents, but with Quseftorian and Praetorian or¬ 
naments. So much did he indulge them in amafling trea- 
fure, and plundering the public, that, upon his complain¬ 
ing once of the lownefs of his exchequer, fome pcrfons 
made the remark, that “ It would be full enough, if 
thofe two freedmen of his would but take him into part- 
nerlhip with them.” 

XXIX. Being entirely governed by thefe men, and 
his wives, as I have already faid, he was a tool to the 
purpofes of others, rather than a prince. He diftributed 
offices, or the command of armies, pardoned or punilhed, 
according as it fuited their interefts, their paffions, or 
their caprice ; and for the mod part, without perceiving, 
or being fenltble of what he did. Not to recount parti¬ 
cularly every inferior tranfaclion relative to the revoca¬ 
tion of grants, the reverfton of judicial decifions, the 
prefenting him with falfe patents of offices to fign, or 
the bare-faced alteration of them after figning ; he put 
to death Appius Silanus, the father of his fon-in-law ; 
and the two Julias, the daughters of Drufus and Germa- 
nicus, without any pofitivc proof of the crimes with 
which thev were charged, or fo much as permitting them 
to make any defence. He added in the fame manner to¬ 
wards Cn. Pompev, the hulband of his cider daughter, 
and L. Silanus, who was contracted to the younger. 
Pompey was ltabbed in the act of unnatural lewdncl's 
with a favorite paramour. Silanus was obliged to quit 
the office of Praetor upon the fourth of the Calends of 

8 January, 
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January, and to kill himfelf in the beginning of the year 
following, upon the very day when Claudius and Agrip¬ 
pina were married. He condemned to death five and 
thirty Senators, and above three hundred Roman knights, 
with fo little attention to what he did, that when a Cen¬ 
turion brought him word of the execution of a man of 
Confular rank, who Was one of the number, and told 
him that he had executed his order, he declared, “ he 
had ordered no fuch thing, but that he approved of it 
becaufe his freedman, it feeins, had faid, the foldiers 
did nothing more than their duty, in running of their 
own accord to revenge the emperor upon his enemies. But 
it is beyond all belief, that he himfelf,. at the marriage 
of Meflalina with the adulterous Silius, lhould fign the 
writings relative to her dowry ; induced, as is faid, by a 
pretence, that the tranfadlion was meant only to divert 
and transfer upon another that danger, which, from ill- 
boding omens, feemed to threaten himfelf. 

XXX. Either Handing or fitting, but efpecially when 
he lay afleep, he had a majeflic and graceful appearance ; 
for lie was tall, but not flender. His grey locks became 
him well, and he had a fat neck. But his hams, were 
feeble, and failed him in walking ; and his aclion, whe¬ 
ther in mirth or bufinefs, was very ungraceful. His 
laughter was unbecoming, and his paffion vet more fo ; 
for then he would froth at the mouth, and his nofe would 
drop. He had befides a Hammering in his fpeech, and a 
tremulous motion of the head, at all times, but particu¬ 
larly when he was engaged in action, were it ever fo 
little. 

XXXI. Though in the former part of his life he was 
valetudinary, yet, after his advancement to tiic empire, he 
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enjoyed a good flats of health, except only that he was 
fubjedt to a pain of the ftomach. In a fit of this com¬ 
plaint, he Lid, he had thoughts of killing himfelf. 

XXXII. In his convivial entertainments he was no 
lefs frequent than fplendid, and commonly gave them in 
places fo very fpacious, that it was ufual with him to 
have fix hundred guefts at his table. Upon his feafting 
clofe by the trench made for draining the Fucine Lake, 
he narrowly efcaped being drowned ; the water at its 
dii’charge rufhing out with fuch violence, that it over¬ 
flowed the canal. At fupper, he had always his own 
children, with thofe of feveral of the nobility, who, ac¬ 
cording to an ancient cuftom, fat at the feet of the 
couches. One of his guefts having been fufpedlcd of 
ftealing a gold cup. he invited him- again the next day, 
but ferved him w ith an earthen jug. It is faid too that 
he intended to publilh a proclamation, “allowing to all 
people the liberty of giving vent to any diftention from 
flatulence, at table," upon hearing of a perfon, whofe 
modefty, in a reftraint of that nature, had like to have 
coft him his life *. 

XXXIII. He would eat and drink very heartily at 
any time, or in any place. As he was fitting for the 
trial of caufes in the Forum of Auguftus, upon fmclling 
the dinner which was preparing for the Salii +, in the 
temple 

- Hifiory blufhes in recording anecdotes offenfive to de¬ 
licacy : but truth and jnftice require that the names of thofe 
princes fliould be ftigmatized through all ages, who have de¬ 
graded the throne by their folly, as much as they have pol- 

-f The Sdii were the priefis of Mars, twelve in number, 
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temple of Mars adjoining, he quitted the bench, and went 
to partake of the feaft with the priefts. He Scarcely ever 
left the table, until he was thoroughly crammed and 
drunk ; when he would immediately fall alleep, lying 
upon his back with his mouth open. While in this con¬ 
dition, a feather was put down his throat, to make him 
difgorge again. Upon coropofing himfelf to reft, his 
lleep was Ihort, and he ufually awaked before midnight; 
but lie would fometimes fleep in the day-time, and that 
even upon the bench ; fo tiiat die advocates often found 
it difficult to awake him, though they raifed their voices 
for that purpofe. In refpeft of women he was extremely 
libidinous, but never betrayed any unnatural paffion for 
tile other fex. He was fond of gaming, and publifhed a 
book upon the fubjedt. He even ufeJ to play as he rode 
in.his chariot; having the tables fo fitted, that the game 
was not difturbed by the motion of the cart iage. 

XXXIV. The favage cruelty of his difpofition was 

and inftituted by Numa. Their drefs was an embroidered 
tunic, bound with a girdle ornamented with brafs. They 
had on their head a conical cap, of a confiderable height; a 
fword by their fide ; in their right hand, a fpear or rod, and 
in their left, one of the Jncilin, or Ihields of Mars. On fo- 
lemn occafions, they ufed to go to the Capitol, through the 
Forum and other public parts of the city, dancing and ting¬ 
ing facred fongs, faid to have been compofed by Numa ; 
which, in the time of Horace, could hardly be underflood by 
any one, even the priefts themfelves. The 1110ft folemn pro- 
ceflion of the Salii was on the firft of March, in commemo¬ 
ration of the time when the facred fliicld was believed to 
have fallen from heaven, in the reign of Numa. After their 
proceffion, they had a fplendid entertainment, the luxury of 
which was proverbial. 
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evident upon many occafions, both of great and fmall 
confideration. When any fufpe&ed perfon was to be 
put to the torture, or any criminal puniftied for parricide, 
he was impatient for the execution, and would have it 
performed before his eyes. When he was at Tibur, being 
defirous of feeing an example of the old way of putting 
malefactors to death, fome were immediately tied to a 
flake for the purpofe ; but there being no executioner to 
be Rad at the place, he fent for one from Rome, and 
waited for his coming until night. In any (how of gla¬ 
diators, prefented either by himfelf or others, if any of 
the combatants happened to fall, he ordered them to be 
butchered; efpecially the Retiarii, that he might fee their 
faces in the agonies of death. Two gladiators happen¬ 
ing to kill each other, he immediately ordered fome little 
knives to be made of their fwords for his own ufe. He 
took great pleafure in feeing men engage with wild beads, 
and the combatants that performed their parts at noon. 
He would therefore come to the theatre by break of day, 
and at noon would difmifs the people to dinner, but con¬ 
tinue fitting himfelf; and befides fuch as were devoted 
to that fanguinary fate, he would match others with the 
beads, or one another, upon flight or fudden occafions; 
as, for inflance, the carpenters and their affidants, if a 
machine, or any piece of work in which they had been 
employed about the theatre, did not anfwer the purpofe 
for which it had been intended. To this defperate kind 
of encounter he forced one of his nomenclators, and, what 
was an aggravation of the cruelty, in the incommodious 
habit of the toga. 

XXXV. But the characteriflics moil predominant in 
him were fear and dillruft. In the beginning of his 
reign, chough he much affe&ed a modefl and humble 
appearance, 
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appearance, as lias been already obfcrved, yet he durft 
not venture himfelf at an entertainment without his guard 
of lances to attend him, and foldiers to wait upon him 
at table. He never vifited a fick perfon, until the cham¬ 
ber had been firft fearched, and the bed and bedding tho¬ 
roughly examined. At other times, all perfons who came 
to pay their refpects to him were ftriftlv fearched, by 
officers appointed for that purpofe ; nor was it until after 
a long time, and with much difficulty, that he was pre¬ 
vailed upon to excufe women, boys, and girls, from the 
rude handling they underwent upon thofe occafions, or 
fuffer their attendants or writing-mafters to keep their 
cafes for pens and flyles, which ufed to be taken from 
them. When Camillus entered upon his dehgn againfl 
him, not doubting but he might be terrified out of his 
imperial dignity, without a war, he wrote to him a feur- 
rilous, petulant, and threatening letter, defiring him to 
Tefign the government, and betake himfelf to a private 
life. Upon receiving this requifition, he fummoned to¬ 
gether the principal men of the city, to confult with them 
whether he ought not to comply. 

XXXVI. He was fo much alarmed with the rumor, 
though without any fufficient foundation, of confpira- 
cies formed againft him, that he thought of immediately 
abdicating the government. And when, as I have re¬ 
lated, a man with a fword was difeovered near him, as he 
was at fncrifice, he inftantly convoked the Senate by the 
public criers, and with tears and difmal exclamations 
lamented his condition, that could be fecure in no place ; 
and for along time after, abftained from appealing in 
public. He withdrew his violent paffion for Mc/fiilinn, 
not fo much upon account of the bafenefs of her beha¬ 
viour towards him, as from an apprehenfion of r.a.-.e/'r ; 

D d 4 b-lic 
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believing that (he had a defign to raife Silius her gallant 
to the imperial dignity. Upon this occafion, he ran in a 
great fright, and a very fhameful manner, to the camp, 
2Iking all the way he went, “ if his government was 
fecure.” 

XXXVII. The moll trifling fufpicion, even of a per T 
fon the moll contemptible, never failed to throw him into 
a panic, and was with him a fufficient reafon for pro¬ 
ceeding to punilhment, as neceflary to his own fecurity. 
A mail who had a fuit to come before him, at his waiting 
upon him, took him afide, and told him he dreamt that 
he was murdered; and prefently after, when his adverfary 
came to prcfent a narrative of his cafe to the emperor, as 
if he had dif -neicJ the murderer, he told him that was 
the perfon; upon which, as if feized in the attempt, he 
was hurried a.vay to execution. We are informed, that 
Appius Silunus was taken off in the fame manner, by a 
contrivance betwixt Meflfalina and Narciflus. The lat¬ 
ter bttrfl into his lord’s chamber before day, apparently 
in great fright, and told him he had dreamt that Appius 
Silanus had murdered him. The emprefs, upon this, af¬ 
fecting a great furprife, declared (he had the like dream 
for feveral nights fucceflively. Prefendy after, word being 
brought in, that Appius was come to court, who had 
received orders the preceding day to be there at that 
time, as if the truth of the dream was fufficiently con¬ 
firmed by his appearance at that jundture, he was imme¬ 
diately ordered to be profecuted and put to death. The 
day following Claudius related the whole affair to the 
Senate, and acknowledged his great obligation to his 
freedman for watching even in his deep for his fecurity. 

XXXVIII. Senfible of his being fubjedt to paffion and 
refentment. 
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refentment, he excufed himfelf on this head by a prodar 
mation, a (Turing the public, “ that the former iliould bp 
fliort and harmlefs, and the latter never without good 
caufe.” After he had very feverely reprimanded the OfH- 
enfians for not fending fome boats to meet him upon 
his entering the mouth of the Tiber, and as if lie intended 
to expo e them to the refentment of the public on that 
account, he wrote to Rome that he had been treated as 
a private perfon ; yet he immediately pardoned them, and 
in a way that had the appearance of making them fatis- 
fadtion, or begging pardon for fome injury be had done 
them. Some people that addreffed him unfeafonably in 
public, he pulhed away with his own hand. He likewife 
banillied one who had been fecretary to a Qnxftor, and 
a Senator who had been Prretor, unheard and innocent: 
the former only becaufc he had appeared in great heat 
againft him, before be came to be emperor; and the other, 
bccaufe in his Aidilefliip he had fined fome tenants of 
his, for felling drefled vi&uals contrary to law; and or¬ 
dered a bailiff of his that interpofed in the affair to be 
whipped. On this account likewife he took from the 
-ffidilcs the jurifdi&ion they had over vi&ualling-houfes. 
He refrained not from mentioning his own folly, and de¬ 
clared infome fliort fpeechcs which he published, that 
he had only counterfeited himfelf a fool in the reign of 
Caius, becaufe otherwife it would have been impoflible 
to have efenped, and arrive at. the flation in which he 
then was. He could not however gain public credit to 
this declaration : for a fliort time after, a book was pub- 
Jil’ncd under the title of “The Refurredlion of Fools,” 
the dclign of which was to fliuw “ that 110 body ever 
counterfeited folly,” 

XXXIX. Amongfl other things, people admired in 
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him his forgetfulnefs and want of thought; or, toexprefs 
it in Greek, his jtsTEiapia and agtej,tx. Placing himfelf at ta¬ 
ble a little after he had put Meflalina to death, he enquired, 
,c Why don’t the emprefs come ?” Many of thofe whom 
he had condemned to death, he ordered the day after to he 
invited to his table, and to game with him, and fent to 
reprimand them as fluggardly fellows for making no more 
hafte. When he was about his inceftuous marriage 
with Agrippina, he was perpetually calling her, “ My 
daughter, my nurfling, born and brought up upon my 
lap.” And when he was going to adopt Nero, as if he 
was not fufBciently cenfured for adopting his fon-in-Iaw r 
when he had a fon of his own come to years of maturity; 
he now and then declared publicly, “ that nobody had 
ever been taken by adoption into the Claudian family.” 

XL. He frequently appeared fo carelefs in what he 
faid, and fo inattentive to circumftances, that it was be¬ 
lieved he never reflecled who he himfelf was, or amongft 
whom, or at what time, or in what place he fpoke. Upon 
a debate in the Senate relative to the butchers and vintners, 
he cried out, “ I beg of you to know who can live 
without a bit of meat ?” He recounted to them the great 
plenty of old taverns, from which he himfelf ufed for¬ 
merly to have his wine. Amongft other reafons of his 
favoring with his intereft a certain perfon who flood can¬ 
didate for the Quxftorlhip, he adduced this as one, “ His 
father once gave me, very feafonably, a draught of cold 
water when I was lick.” Upon his bringing a woman 
as an evidence in fome caufe before the Senate, he cx- 
preffed himfelf in thefe words—“ This woman was my 
mothefs freedwoman and drefler, but (he always con- 
ftdered me as her patron ; and this I fay, becaufe there 
are fome Hill in rav family that do not look upon me as 
fuch” 
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fuch.” The Oftienfians addrefting him in open court 
with a petition, he flew into a rage at them, and faid, 

I have no reafon to oblige you : if any one elle is free 
to act as he pleafes, furely I am.” The following ex- 
preffions he had in his mouth everyday, and at all hours 
and feafons: “ What! do you take me for a Theogonius r” 
And in Greek, “ Speak, but do not touch me belides 
many other familiar fcntenccs, below the dignity of a pri¬ 
vate perfon, much more of an emperor, who was not 
deficient either in eloquence or learning, as having ap¬ 
plied himfelf very clofely to the liberal fciences. 

XLI. By the encouragement of Titus Livius, and with 
the afliftance of Sulpicius Flavus, he attempted at an early 
age the compofition of a hiflory ; and having called to¬ 
gether a numerous auditory, to hear and give their judge¬ 
ment upon it, he read it over with much difficulty, and 
after feveral interruptions from himfelf. For when he 
had begun, a great laugh being railed amongft the com¬ 
pany, upon the breaking of feveral benches by the weight 
of a fat over-grown man, after the confuflon was over, 
he could not forbear from burfling out into a violent fit 
of laughter, at the remembrance of the accident. During 
his reign iikewife he wrote a great deal, which he con- 
ftamly had rehearfed to his friends by a reader. He began 
his hi ft or v after the death of Cxfar the Dictator: but af¬ 
terwards he came lower down, and commenced at the 
conclufton of the civil wars ; becaufe he found he could 
not fpeak with freedom, and a due regard to ti uth, con¬ 
cerning the latter period, having been often reproved for 
his freedom, both by his mother and grandmother. Upon 
the former fuhject, he left two books, but of the latter 
one and forty. He compiled Iikewife the hiflory “ of 
his own life,” in eight books, full of impertinence, but in 
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no bad ftyle ; as alfo “ A Defence of Cicero againft th? 
$ooks of Afinius Gallus,” which difcovered a confiderable 
degree of learning. He befides invented three new let¬ 
ters, and added them to the former alphabet, as highly ne- 
ceffary. On this fuhjeft, he publifhed a book, whilft he 
was as yet but a private perfon. After his advancement 
to the empire, he introduced them into common ufe ; and 
that kind of writing is ftiil extant in many books, regif- 
ters, and infcriptions upon buildings. 

XLII. He applied himfelf with no lefs attention to the 
fiudv of Grecian literature, declaring upon all occafions 
his love of that language, and the excellency of it. A 
ftranger once holding a difcourie both in Greek and 
Latin, he replied to him in thofe words; “ Since you 
are Ikiilcd in both our tongues.” And recommend¬ 
ing Achaia to the favor of the Senate, he faid, “ 1 have 
a particular attachment to that province, upon account of 
our common ftudies.” He often harangued in that lan¬ 
guage, before the Senate, by way of anfwer to ambaf- 
fadors. Upon the bench he frequently made ufe of the 
verfes of Homer. When at any time he had revenged 
himfelf upon an enemy or a confpirator, he fcarcely ever 
gave to the Tribune upon the guard, who had come to 
him according to cuftora for the word, any other than 
this : 


Aides’ 'TTafiinxcrSai art tij trjOTSfc' %aX£7ra»y. 

When outrage loud demands the vengeful blow, 
’Tis glorious jufticc to o'eruhelm the foe. 


To conclude, he wrote fome hiftories likewife in Greek, 
as twenty books of the Tufcan alfairs, eight of the Car- 
tharinian ; upon account of which another mufeum was 
added 
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added to the old one at Alexandria, called by his name. 
At the fame time, an order was ilfued, that, upon certain 
days every year, his Tufcan hillory Ihould be read over 
in one of thefc, and his Carthaginian in the other, as in 
an auditory, each of them by their feveral readers in 


XLIII. Towards the clofe of his life, he gave fame 
manifeft indications of repenting of his marriage with 
Agrippina, and his adoption of Nero. For fome of his 
freedmen taking notice of his having condemned the day 
before a woman accufed of adultery, and applauding him 
for it, he obferved to them, “ It has been rav misfortune 
to light upon wives that have all been unfaithful to my 
bed: but they fhall not all go unpuniihed.” Now and 
then when Britannicus came in his way, he would em¬ 
brace him tenderly, and exprefs a defire “ that he might 
grow apace, and receive from him an account of all his 
actions ufmg a Greek expreffion, the feufe of which 
is, “ He that’has wounded will heal thee.” And intend¬ 
ing to give him the manly habit, whilft he was yet under 
age, and a tender youth, becaufe his ftature would allow 
of it, he added, “ I do fo, that the Roman people may 
have a genuine Ctefar.” 

XLIV. Not long after he made his will, and had it 
figned by all the magiftrates as witnefles. But he was 
prevented from going farther by Agrippina, whom, be- 
fides alarms, her own guilty confcience, and feveral in¬ 
formers, accufed of a variety of crimes. It is agreed that 
he was taken off by poifon ; but where, and by whom 
adminiftered, remains an uncertainty. Some authors fay 
that it was given him as he was feafting with the prieils 
in the Capitol, by the eunuch Halotus his tafter. Others 
fay 
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fay by Agrippina, at his own table, in a mufhroom, a 
thing of which he was very fond. The accounts of what 
followed are likewife different. Some relate that he in- 
ftantly became fpeechlefs, was racked with pain through 
the night, and died about day-break; others, that at firft 
he fell into a found fleep ; and afterwards his ftomach 
heaving, he threw up the whole, but had another dofe 
given him; whether in water-gruel, under pretence of re- 
frefhment after his difcharge, or in a clyfler, as if defigned 
to relieve his bowels, is likewife uncertain. 

XLV. His death was concealed until every thing was 
fettled relative to his fucceffor. Accordingly vows were 
made for his recovery, and comedians were brought to 
court to divert him, as was pretended, at his own defire. 
He died upon the third of the Ides of October, in the 
Confulihip of Afinius Marcellus, and Acilius Aviola, in 
the fixty-fourth year of his age, and fourteenth of his 
reign. His funeral was celebrated with all the magnifi¬ 
cence ufual upon fuch an occafion, and hehimfelf ranked 
amongfl the Gods. This honor was taken from him by 
Nero, butreftored by Vefpalian. 

XLVI. The chief prefages of his death were the ap¬ 
pearance of a comet, the deilrutSlion of his father Drufus’s 
monument by lightning, and the death of moil of the ma- 
giilrates of all denominations that vear. It appears from 
leveral circumilances, that he was fenfibie of his ap¬ 
proaching diffolution, and made no fecret of it. For 
when he nominated the Confuls, he appointed none to fill 
that office beyond the month in which he died. At the 
lait affembly of the Senate in which he made his appear¬ 
ance, he eameflly exhorted his two ions to a good agree¬ 
ment betwixt themfelves, and with importunate entreaties 
recommended 
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recommended the prote&ion of their youth to the houfe. 
And the laft time he fat in judgement, he repeatedly de¬ 
clared in open court, “ That he was now arrived at the 
laft ftage of mortality,” whilft all who heard it expreffed 
their abhorrence of the omen. 


THE violent death of Caligula afforded the Romans a 
frefh opportunity to have aflerted the liberty of their 
country ; but the confpirators had concerted no plan, by 
which they ftiould proceed upon the affaflination of that 
tyrant; and the indecifion of the Senate, in a debate of 
two days, on fo fudden an emergency, gave time for the 
caprice of the foldiers to interpofe in the fettlement of tiic 
government. By an accident the moft fortuitous, a man 
devoid of all pretenfions to perfonal merit, fo weak in 
underftanding, as to be the common fport of the empe¬ 
ror’s houfehold, and an object of contempt even to his 
own kindl ed; this man, in the hour of military infolencc, 
was nominated by the foldiers as fucccffor to the Roman 
throne. Not yet in poffeffion of the public treafury, 
which perhaps was exhaufted, he could not immediately 
reward the fervices of his ele&ors with a pecuniary gra¬ 
tification; but he promifedthem a largefs of fifteen thou- 
fand fefterces a man, upwards of a hundred and forty 
pounds ftcrling ; and as we meet with no account of any 
fubfequent difeontents in the army, we may jtiftlv con¬ 
clude that the promife was foon after fulfilled. This 
transaction laid the foundation of that military defpotifin, 
which, through many fucceeding ages, convulfed the Ro- 

Befides the-interpofttion of the foldiers upon this occa- 
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fion, it appears that the populace at Rome were extreme 
ly clamorous for the government of a Angle peifon, and 
for that of Claudius in particular. This partiality for a 
monarchical government proceeded from two caufes. 
The commonalty, from their obfeure fituation, were al¬ 
ways the leaft expofed to opprctfion, under a tyrannical 
prince. They had likewife evet,been remarkably fond of 
ftage-plays and public (hows, with which, as well as with 
fcrambles, and donations of bread and other victuals, the 
preceding emperor had frequently gratified them. They 
had therefore lefs to fear, and more to hope, from the 
government of a (ingle perfon than any other clafs of 
Roman citizens. With regard to their partiality for 
Claudius, it may be accounted for partly from the low 
habits of life to which he had been addidted, in confe¬ 
rence of which many of them were familiarly acquaint¬ 
ed with him ; and this circumftance likewife encreafed 
their hope of deriving fome advantage from his accef- 
1km. Exclufive of all thefe confiderations, it is highly 
probable that the populace was intligated in favor of 
Claudius by the artifices of his freedmen, perfons of mean 
extradion, by whom he was afterwards entirely govern¬ 
ed, and who, upon fuch an occafion, would exert their 
uunoft efforts to procure his appointment to the throne. 
From the debate in the Senate having continued during 
two days, it is evident that there was (till a firong party 
for reftoring the ancient form of government. That they 
were in the end overawed bv the clamor of the multitude, 
is not furprifing, when we confider that the Senate was 
totally unprovided with refources of every kind, for af- 
ierting the independence cf rhe nation by arms, and that 
the commonalty, who interrupted their deliberations,, 
were the only people by wiiofe affiftance they ever could 
effedt the reftitution of public freedom. Te this may be 
added* 
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added, that the Senate, by the total reduction of their po¬ 
litical importance, ever fincfi die overthrow of the Re* 
public, had- loft both the influence and authority which 
they formerly enjoyed. The extreme cruelty; likewife, 
which had been exercifcd during the laft two reigns, af¬ 
forded a farther motive for relinquiftiing all attempts ill 
favor of liberty, as they might lie feverely revenged upon 
themfelves by-the fubfeqaent emperor: and it was a de¬ 
gree of moderation in Claudius, which palliates the in- 
juftice of. his caufe, that he began his government with 
an acl .of amnefty, refpe&ing the public tranfadtions 
which enfued upon the death of Caligula, 

Claudius, at the time of his acceffion, was fifty years 
of age i and .though he had hitherto lived apparently un¬ 
ambitious of public honors, accompanied with great of- 
tentation, yet he Was now feized with the defire of en¬ 
joying a triumph. As there exifted no war, in which lie 
might perform fome military atchievement, his vanity 
could only be gratified by invading a foreign country, 
where, contrary to the advice contained in the teftament 
of Augufhis, he might attempt to extend rtill farther the 
limits of,the empire. Either Britain, therefore, or fome 
nation on the continent, at a great diftance from the 
capital, became the objedf of fuch an ente'rprife ■, 
and the former was chofen, not only as more con¬ 
venient, from its vicinity to the maritime province of 
Gaul, but on account of a remonftrance lately prefented 
by the Britons to the court of Rome, refpe&ing the pro¬ 
tection afforded to fome perfons of that nation, who had 
fled thither to elude the laws of their country. Confider- 
ing the ftate of Britain at that time, divided as it was into 
a number of principalities, amongft which there was no 
general confederacy for mutual defence, and where the 
E e alarm. 
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alarm, excited by the invafion of Julius Caefar, upwards 
of eighty years before, had long fince been forgotten ; a 
Hidden attempt upon the ifland could not fail of being at¬ 
tended with fuccefs. Accordingly an army was fent over, 
tinder the command of Aulus Plautius, an able general, 
who defeated the natives in feveral engagements, and pe¬ 
netrated a confiderable way into the country. Prepara¬ 
tions for the emperor’s voyage' now being made, Clau¬ 
dius fet fail from Oftia, at the mouth of the Tiber ; but 
meeting with a violent ftorm in the Mediterranean, he 
landed at Marfeilles, and proceeding therice to Boulogne 
in Picardy, palled over into Britain. In what part he de¬ 
barked, is uncertain, but it feems to have been at fomc 
place on the fouth-eaft coaft of the ifland. He immedi¬ 
ately received the fubmiffion of feveral Britilh ftates, the 
Cantii, Atrebates, Regni, and Trinobantes, who inha¬ 
bited thofe parts; and returning to Rome, after an ab- 
fence of fix months, celebrated with great pomp the tri¬ 
umph, for which he had undertaken the expedition. 

In the interior parts of Britain, the natives, under the 
command of CaraiElacus, maintained an obftinate refin¬ 
ance, and little progrefs was made by the Roman arms, 
until Oftorius Scapula was fent over to profecute the 
war. He penetrated into the country of the Silures, a 
warlike tribe, who inhabited the banks of the Severn ; 
and having defeated Cara&acus in a great battle, made 
him prifoner, and fent him to Rome. The fame of the 
Britilh prince had by this time fpread over the provinces 
of Gaul and Italy; and upon his arrival in the Roman ca¬ 
pital, the people flocked from all quarters to behold him. 
The ceremonial of his entrance was conducted with great 
folemnity. On a plain adjoining to the Roman camp, 
the Prterorian troops were drawn up in martial array ; 

the 
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the Smperor and his court took their ftation in the front 
of the lines, and behind them was ranged the whole body 
of the people. The proceffion commenced with the dif¬ 
ferent trophies which had been taken from the Britons 
during the progrefs of the war. Next followed the bro¬ 
thers of the vanquifhed prince, with his wife and daugh¬ 
ter, in chains, expreffing by their fupplicating looks and 
geflures the fears with which they were adluated. But 
not fo Caradtacus himfelf. With a manly gait and an 
undaunted countenance, he marched up to the tribunal, 
where the emperor was feated, and addredfed him in the 
following terms: 

“ If to my high birth, and difldnguifhed rank, I had 
added the virtues of moderation, Rome had beheld me 
rather as a friend than a captive; and you would not have 
rejedted an alliance with a prince, defcended from illuf- 
trious anceftors, and governing many nations. The re- 
verfe of my fortune to you is glorious, and to me humi¬ 
liating. I had arms, and men, and horfes : I pofleffed 
extraordinary riches; and can it be any wonder that I 
was unwilling to lofe them ? Becaufe Rome afpires to 
univerfal dominion, mud: men therefore implicitly reGgn 
themfelves to fubjedtion ? I oppofed for a long time the 
progrefs of your arms, and had I acted otherwife, would 
either you have had the glory of conqueft, or I of a 
brave refiftance ? I am now in your power: if you are 
determined to take revenge, ray fate will foon be forgot¬ 
ten, and you will derive no honor from the tranfadtion. 
Preferve my life, and I {hall remain to the lateft ages a 
monument of your clemency.” 

Immediately upon this fpeech, Claudius granted him 
his liberty, as he did likewife to the other royal cap- 
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tives. They all returned their thanks, in a manner the 
moil grateful to the emperor; and as foon as their chains 
were taken off, walking towards Agrippina, who fat upon 
a bench at a littie diftance, they repeated to her the fame 
fervent declarations of gratitude and elleein. 

Hiftory has preferved no account of Caraclacus after 
this period ; hut it is probable, that he returned in a fhort 
time to his own country, where his former valor, and 
the magnanimity which he had difplayed at Rome, would 
continue to render him illuflrious through life, even 
amidfl the irretrievable ruin of his fortunes. 

The moll extraordinary character in the p'refent reign 
was that of yaleria Mefialina, the daughter of Valerius 
Meffala Barbatus. She was married to , Claudius, and 
had by him a fon and a daughter. To cruelty in the 
profecution of her purpofes, lhe added the mofl abandon¬ 
ed incontinence. Not confining.her licentioufncfs with¬ 
in the limits of the palace, where lhe committed the mofl 
fhameful excelTes, file proflituted her perfon in the com¬ 
mon flews, and even in the public ftreets of the capital. 
As if her conduct was already not fufficiently fcandalous, 
fhe obliged Q Silius, a mail of Confular rank, to divorce 
his wife, that fhe might prpeure his company entirely to 
herfelf. Not contented with tliis indulgence to her cri¬ 
minal paflion, fhe next perfuaded him to marry her ; 
and -during an cxcurfion which the emperor made to 
Oflia, the ceremony of marriage w’as aftually.perform¬ 
ed between, them. The occafion was celebrated with a 
magnificent fupper, to which fhe invited a large com¬ 
pany ; and left the whole fhould be regarded as a frolic, not 
meant to be confummated, the adulterous parties amend¬ 
ed the nuptial couch in the prefence of the aflonifhed 
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fpe&ators. Great as was the facility of Claudius’s tem¬ 
per in re (peel of her former behaviour, he could not 
overlook fo flagrant a violation both of public decency 
and the laws of the country. Silius was condemned to 
death for the adultery which he had perpetrated with re¬ 
luctance ; and Meflalina was ordered into the emperor’s 
prefence, to anfwer for her condudt. Terror now 
operating upon her mind in conjundtion with reniorfe, 
{lie could not fummon the. refolution fo fupport fuch an 
interview, but retired into the gardens of Lucullus, there 
to indulge at laft the compunction which {he felt for her 
crimes, and to meditate the entreaties by which {he {hould 
endeavor to footh the refentment of her hufliand. In 
the extremity of her diflrefs, lhe attempted to lay violent 
hands upon herfelf, but her courage was unequal to the 
emergency. Her mother Lepida, who had not fpoken 
with her for-fome years before, was prefent upon the oc- 
cafion, and urged her to the adt which could alone put 
a period to her infamy and wrctchedncfs. Again fhe 
made an effort, but again her refolution abandoned her ; 
when a Tribune burft into the gardens, and plunging his 
fword into her body, {he inflantly expired. Thus pc- 
riflieda woman, the fcandal „f wliofc lewdnefs refounded 
throughout the empire, and of m horn a great fatirilf, 
then living, has faid, perhaps without a liypeihole, 

El!.iffatav.'ris, reccjfa. Juvenal. Sat. Yt. 

It has already been obferved, that Claudius was entire¬ 
ly governed by his freedmen ; a clafs of retainers which 
enjoyed a great {hare of favor and confidence with their 
patrons in thofe times. They had bcf'me been the 
llavcs of their mailers, and had obtained their free¬ 
dom as a reward for their faithful and attentive Cervices. 
Of the eftcem in which they often were liel 1 , we meet 
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with an inftance in Tiro, the freedman of Cicero ; to 
whom that illuftrkros Roman addrefles feveral Epiftles, 
written in the mod familiar and affectionate ftrain of 
friendthrp. As it was common for them to be taught the 
more ufeful parts of education in the families of their 
mailers, they were ufuaily well qualified for the manage¬ 
ment of domeftic concerns, and might even be competent 
to the fuperior departments of the ftate ; efpecially in thofe 
times, when negotiations and treaties with foreign princes 
feldora or never occurred ; and in arbitrary governments, 
where public affairs were directed more by the will of 
the fovereign or his minifters, than by refined fuggeftions 
of policy. 

From the charader generally given of Claudius, before 
his elevation to the throne, we ihould not readily imagine 
that he was endowed with any taile for literary compofi- 
tion ; yet he feems to have enjoyed, exclufively, this di- 
llinCtion during his own reign, in which learning was at 
a low ebb. Befides hittory, Suetonius informs us, that 
he wrote a Defence of Cicero againft the Charges of Afi- 
nius Gailus. This appears to be the only tribute of efteem 
or approbation, paid to the character of Cicero, from the 
time of Livy the hiftorian, to the extinction of the race 
of the Catfars. Afinius Gailus was the fon of Afmius 
Pollio, the orator. Marrying Vipfania, after the had 
been divorced by Tiberius, he incurred the difpleafure of 
that emperor, and died of famine, either voluntarily, or 
bv order of the tyrant. He wrote a comparifon between 
his father and Cicero, in which, with more filial partia¬ 
lity than juftice, he gave the reference to the former, 
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I. FROM die houfe of the Domitii fprung two celebrat¬ 
ed families, the Calvini and yEnobarbi. The latter de¬ 
rive their extraction and cognomen likewife from one L, 
Domitius, who, it is related, as he was returning from 
the country to Rome, was met by two young men of a 
moll auguft appearance. They defired him to carry to 
the Senate and people the news of a vidtory, concerning 
which no ceitain advice had at that time reached the city. 
To affine him that they were more than mortals, they 
ftroaked his cheeks, and by that means changed his beard 
from a black to a ruddy color, refetnbling that of brafs ; 
which mark of diftinflion defcendcd to his pollcrity, for 
they had generally red beards. The family had after this 
the honor of feven Confullhips, one triumph, and two 
Cenforfhips ; and being advanced to the rank of nobility, 
all continued the ufe of the fame cognomen, and no 
other praenomina than thofe of Cneius and Lucius ; which 
they retained, however, with remarkable irregularity ; 
fomctimcs adhering to one of them for three perfons fuc- 
ceffively, and then again changing them alternately. For 
the fir ft, fecond, and third of the yEnobarbi had that of 
Lucius, and again the three following, fucccflively, that 
of Cneius ; but thofe who came after were called, one, 
Lucius, and the other, Cneius, by turns. It appears to 
pie proper, to give a lhort account of feveral of the fa- 
E e 4 mily, 
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jnily, to fhow that Nero fo far degenerated from the no¬ 
ble qualities of his anceftors, that he retained only the 
vices of the family, as if thofe alone had been tranfmitted 
fo him by his defcent, 

II. To begin therefore at a remote period, his great¬ 
grandfather’s grandfather, when he was Tribune of the 
commons, being offended with the high pi lefts for clecl- 
ing another than him into their number, in the room of 
his father, procured the promulgation of a law for tranf- 
ferring the right of thofe elections from the priefls to the 
people. In his Confulfhip, havifig conquered the Allo- 
broges and the Arverni, he made a tour of the province, 
mounted upon an elephant, with a body of foldiers attend¬ 
ing him in a fort of triumphal pomp. Of this perfon the 
orator Licinius CrafTus faid, “ It was no wonder he had 
a brazen beard, who had a face of iron, and a heart of 
lead.” His fon, during his Pr$torfhip, propofed that C, 
Csfar, upon the expiration of his Confulate, fhould be 
called to an account before the Senate for his admjniftra- 
tion of that office, which was fuppofed to be contrary both 
to the aufpicia and the laws. Afterwards, when he was 
Conful, he attempted to have him recalled from the ar¬ 
my, and having been by intrigue and cabal appointed his 
fucceffor, he was in the beginning of the civil war made 
prifoner at Corfinium. Being difmifled upon that oc- 
cafion, he went fome time after to Marfeilles, which then 
was befieged; where having by his prefence animated 
the people to hold out, he on a fudden left them again, 
and at lafc was {lain in the battle of Pharfalia. He was 
a man of little conftancy, and of a fullen temper. Having 
once in a defperate fituation had recourle to poifon, he 
was, immediately upon taking it, fo terrified with the 
thoughts of dying, that he took a vomit to throw it up 
again, 
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again, and manumifed his phyfician, for having purpofe- 
ly given him only a gentle dofc of the poifon. When 
Cn. Pompey was confulting with his friends in what 
manner he fhould conduct himfelf towards thofe wlio 
were neuter, he alone gave his opinion that they ought 
to be treated as enemies. 

III. He left behind him a fon, who was without 
doubt the bell man of the family. He was by the Pedian 
law condemned, though innocent, amongft others who 
were concerned in the death of Ctefar. Upon this, he 
went over to Brutus and Caffius his near relations ; and 
after their death, not only kept the fleet, the command 
of which had been given him fometime before, but aug¬ 
mented it likewife. At lafl, when the party had every _ 
where been defeated, he voluntarily furrendered it to M. 
Antony confidering it as a piece of fervicc for which 
the latter owed him no fmall obligations. Of all thofe 
who were condemned by the law abovementioned, he was 
the only man that was reftored to his country, and ob¬ 
tained the fcveral offices of ftafe. Upon a frelh difference 
breaking out, he had the commiffion of a lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral under the fame Antony, and was offered the chief 
command in that war, by thofe who were alhamed of 
Cleopatra ; but not daring, on account of a fudden indif- 
pofuion with which he was l'eized, either to accept or 
refufe it, lie went over to Augnftus, and died a few days 
after, not without an afperfion caft upon his memory. 
For Antony openly faid, that his changing lides was 
owing to an impatience to be with his miftrefs, Servilia 
Nais. 

IV. The perfon abovementioned was the fathet of 
{hat Domitius, who was afterwards well known as the 



purchafer of his family in Augullus’s will; being no lef* 
famous in his youth, for his dexterity in chariot-driving, 
than he was afterwards for the triumphal ornaments 
which he obtained in the German war. But he was a 
man of great arrogance, prodigality, and cruelty. When 
he was ^Edile, he obliged L. Plancus the Cenfor to give 
him the way ; and in his Pratorlhip, and Confullhip, he 
brought upon die ftage Roman knights and married wo¬ 
men, to a£k in a mimic piece. He gave chafes of wild 
beafts, both in the Circus and in all die wards of the 
city; as alfo a (how of gladiators; but with fuch barba¬ 
rity, that Auguftus, having given.him a private reprimand 
for it, to no purpofe, was obliged to lay a reflraint upon 
him by proclamation, 

V. He had by the elder Antonia die father of Nero, in 
every part of his life a man of execrable character. In 
his attendance upon C. Ctefar into the eaft, he killed a 
freedman of his own, for refuting to drink as much as he 
commanded him. He was on this account difmiffed from 
Cslar’s company, but profited nothing by the difgrace. 
For in a village upon the Appian road, he drove his 
chariot over a poor boy, and crulhcd him all to pieces. 
At Rome, he flruck out an eye of a Roman knight in the 
Forum, only forfome free language in a difpute that hap¬ 
pened betwixt them. He was likewife fo fraudulent that 
he not only cheated fome bankers of the price of goods he 
had bought of them, but, in his Praetorlhip, defrauded the 
furnilhers of chariots for the Circenfian games, of the 
prizes due to them for their vidory. His filler inrerpof- 
ing with him upon the lubjecl, and a complaint being 
likewife made by them, he procured a law to be palled, 
“ That for the future, the prizes Ihould be immediately 
paid them.” A little before the death of Tiberius, he 
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was profecuted for treafbn, adultery with feveral women, 
and inceft with his After Lepida; but efcaped by a change 
of the times, and died of a dropfy at Pyrgi, leaving be¬ 
hind him his fon Nero, whom he had by Agrippina, 
daughter of Germanicus. 

VI. Nero was bom at Antium, nine months after the 
death of Tiberius, upon the eighteenth of the Calends of 
January, juft as the fun rofe; fo that its beams reached^ 
him, before they could well reach the earth. Whilft ma¬ 
ny and difmal conjedtufes, with regard to his future for¬ 
tune, were formed by different perfons, from the circum- 
ftances of his nativity, a faying of his father Domitiu* 
was regarded as an ill prefage, who told his friends that 
were congratulating him upon the occafion, “ That no- 
fhing but what was deteftable, and pernicious to the pub¬ 
lic, could ever be produced of him and Agrippina.” Ano¬ 
ther manifeft prognoftic of his future unhappinefs occur¬ 
red upon his luftration-day. For C. Caefar being requeft- 
ed by his After to give the child what name he thought 
proper, looking at his uncle Claudius, who was after¬ 
wards emperor, and adopted him, faid he gave his ; and 
this not ferioufly, but only in jeft ; Agrippina rejecting it 
with indignation, becaufe Claudius at that time was a 
mere laughing-ftock at court. He loft his father when, 
he was three years old, being left heir to a third part of 
his eftate; of which he never got poffeflion, the whole 
being feized by his co-heir Caius. His mother being foon 
after banifhed, he lived with his aunt Lepida in a very 
neceffitous condition, under two tutors, a dancing-ma- 
fter and a barber. After Claudius came to the empire, he 
not only recovered his father’s eftate, but was enriched 
xvith the additional inheritance of that of his flep-father 
Crifpus Paffienus. Upon his mother’s recall from banifh- 
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ment, by means of her intereft with the emperor, he made 
fuch a figure at courts that fome affaffins, it was reported, 
were employed by MefTalina, Claudius’s wife, to ftran- 
gle him, as the rival of Britannicus, whilft he was taking 
a ileep about mid-day. In addition to the flory, it was 
faid that they were frightened by a ferpent, which crept 
from under his pillow', and ran away. The tale was oc- 
cafioned by finding near the bolder the fidn of that fpe- 
cies of animal, which, by his mother’s order, he wore 
for fome time upon his right arm, inclofed in a bracelet 
of gold. This ornament, at lad, from an averfion to 
her memory, he laid afide, but fought for again, in vain, 
in the time of his extremity. 

VII. Before he was arrived at the age of puberty, during 
the celebration of the Circenfian games, he performed 
his part in the Trojan diverfion with great firmnefs, and 
the general approbation of the fpedtators. In the eleventh 
year of his age, he was adopted by Claudius, and placed 
under the tuition of Annaeus Seneca, at that time a Se¬ 
nator. It is faid, that Seneca dreamt the night after, that 
he was giving a lefture to Caius Caefar. Nero in a fhort 
time verified his dream, betraying by all the means in his 
power the favage cruelty of his difpofition. For fie at¬ 
tempted to perfuade his father that his brother Britanni¬ 
cus was nothing but a fuppofititious boy, only becaufe the 
latter had faluted him after his adoption, by the name of 
-riLnobarbus as ufual. When his aunt Lepida was brought 
upon her trial, he appeared in court as an evidence againft 
her, to gratify his mother, who entertained a virulent 
enmity again!! her. Upon his folemn introduction into 
the Forum, he gave a Iargefs to the people and foldiers: 
for the Pra’torian band, he appointed a folemn proccffion 
under arm.', and marched at the head of them with a 

fhidd 
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fhield in his hand ; after which he went to return thanks 
to his father in the Senate. Before Claudius likewife, when 
Conful, he made a fpeech for the Bononians in Latin, 
and for the Rhodians and Ilienfians in Greek. He fat for 
the firft time as a judge for the hearing of caufes, when 
he was made PrsefeiSt: of the city in the Latin holidays ; 
at which time the mod celebrated pleaders employed his 
attention, not with eafy Ihort trials, as ufual in that cafe, 
but with trials of importance, notwithftanding they had 
inftrudlions from Claudius himfelf to the contrary. Not 
long after, he married Oftavia, and prefented the people 
with Circenlian games, and a hunting of wild beads, for 
the health of Claudius. 

VIII. He Was feventeen years of age at the death of that 
prince; and as Toon as that event was made public, he went 
out to the foldiers upon the guard before the palace be¬ 
twixt the hours of fix and feven: for an earlier time of 
the day was judged improper for his entering upon the 
imperial dignity, on account of the direful omens that ap¬ 
peared. Upon the fteps before the palace-gate, he was 
unanimoufly faluted by die foldiers prefent as their empe¬ 
ror, and then carried in a chair into the camp ; thence, 
after making a fliort fpeech to the troops, into the Scnate- 
houfe, where he continued until the evening : of all the 
immenfe honors which were heaped upon him, refilling' 
none but the title of Father of his Country, on account of 
his youth. 

IX. He began his reign with an oftentation of dutiful, 
regard to the memory of his deceafed father, whom he 
buried with the utinoft pomp and magnificence, pro¬ 
nouncing the funeral oration himfelf, and then had him 
enrolled amongft die Gods. He paid likewife the higllell 
8 honors 
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honors to the memory of his hither Domitius. tie' left 
the management of affairs, both public and private, to 
his mother. The word which he gave the firfl day of 
his reign to the Tribune upon die guard, was “ the bed: 
of mothers,” and afterwards, he frequently appeared in 
the ftreets of Rome with her in her chair. He fettled a 
colony at Antium, in which he provided for the veteran 
foldiers belonging to the guards ; feveral of the richeft 
among the mod honorable Centurions being obliged to 
live in that place, where he likewife made a fine harbour 
at a prodigious expence. 

X. To give the public yet farther aflurance of his 
good difpofition, he declared, “ that he defigned to go¬ 
vern according to the model of Auguftusand omitted 
no opportunity of fhowing his generofity, clemency, and 
complaifance. The more burdenfome taxes he either 
entirely took off, or diminifhed. The rewards appoint¬ 
ed for informers by the Papian law, he reduced to a 
fourth part; and diftributed to the people four hundred 
fefterces a man. To the nobleft of die Senators who were 
mnch reduced in their circumftances, he granted penfions, 
and to foroe five hundred thoufand fefterces ; and to the 
Prstorian battalions a monthly allowance of corn gratis. 
When the warrant for the execution of a criminal con¬ 
demned to die was brought him to fign, according to 
enftom “ I wifb,” faid he, “ I had never learnt to read 
and write.” He now and then faluted the feveral Orders 
of the people by name, without a prompter. When the 
Senate returned him their thanks for his good behaviour, 
he replied to them, “ It will be time enough to do fo 
when I deferve it.” He admitted the common people to fee 
him perform his exercifes in the Field of Mars. He frequent¬ 
ly declaimed in public, and recited verfes of his own com- 
pofing, 
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poling, not only at home, but in the theatre, fo much to tire 
joy of all the people, that public prayers were appointed 
to be put up to the Gods upon that account; and the verfes 
which had been publicly read, were, after being written 
in gold letters, confecrated to Jupiter Capitolinus. 

XI. He prefented the people with a great number of 
public diverfions, and of various hinds ; as the Juvenal 
and Circenfian games, ftage-plays, and a fhow of gladi¬ 
ators. In the Juvenal, he admitted Senators and aged 
matrons to perform their parts. In the Circenfian games, 
he affigned the Equeftrian Order feats apart from the reft 
of the people, and had races performed by chariots drawn 
each by four camels. In the games which he inftituted 
for the eternal continuance of the empire, and therefore 
ordered to be called Maximi, many of the Senatorian and 
Equeftrian Order, of both fexes, a<Stcd their parts A 
diftinguiflled Roman knight rode down a rope upon an 
elephant. A Roman play, likewife, compofed by Afra- 
nius, was brought upon the ftage. It was entitled, “ The 
Fire and in it the adtors were allowed to carry off, and 
keep to themfelves, the furniture of the houfe, which, as 
the plot of the play required, was burnt down in the the¬ 
atre. Every day during the folemnity, various things 
were thrown amongft the people to fcramble for ; as 
fowls of different kinds, corn, tickets, cloaths, gold, fil- 
ver, gems, pearls, pictures, flaves, beafts of burden, 
wild beafts tamed; at laft, {hips, large houfes, and lands, 
were offered as prizes to be contended for. 

XII. Thefe games he beheld from the top of the Pro- 
feenium. In tae (how of gladiators, which he exhibited 
in a wooden amphitheatre, built within a year in the 
wood of the Field of Mars, he ordered that none ihould 

be 
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be flain, -not even of the criminals employed upon that 
occafion. He engaged four hundred Senators, and fix hun¬ 
dred Roman knights, amongft whom were fome of great 
eftates, and amiable characters, to engage .as gladiators. 
From the fame Orders, he procured perfons to encounter 
wild beafts, and for various other fervices in the theatre. 
He prefented the public with the rcprefentation of a na¬ 
val fight, upon fea-water, with large fifties fwimming in 
it; as alfo with the Pyrrhic dance, performed by certain 
youth, to each of whom, after the performance was over, 
he granted patents for their freedom of Rome. During 
this diverfion, a hull leaped Pafiphae, concealed within a 
wooden ftatue of a cow, as many of the fpeejators be¬ 
lieved. Icarus, upon his firll attempt, felj down clofe by 
where he reclined, and befpattered him with his blood. For 
he very fddom prefided in the games, but ufed to vie w them 
lying upon a couch, at firft through fome little holes, but 
afterwards with the Pcdium * quite open. • He was the 
firft that inftituted, in imitation of the Creeks, a trial 
of Ikill in the three feveral exercifes of muftc, wreftling, 
and horfe-racing, tp be performed at Rome every five 
years, and which he called Neronia. Upon the firft 
opening of a hot-bath, and a fchool of exercife, which 
he built, he fumifhed the Senate and the Equeftrian Or¬ 
der with oil. He appointed as judges of the trial men of 
Confular rank, chofen by lot, who fat with the Praetors. 

* The 'Podium was the part of the amphitheatre allotted to 
the Senators, and the ambalTadors of foreign nations; and 
where alfo was the feat of the emperor, of the perfon who 
exhibited the games, and of the Veftal Virgins. It projeft- 
ed over the wall which furrounded the area of the amphi¬ 
theatre-, and was railed between twelve and fifteen feet above 
it; fecured with a breaft-work or parapet againft the irrup¬ 
tion of wild beafts. 


Ac 
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At this time he took his feat in the Orcheftra amongft the 
Senators, and received the crown intended for the bell 
performer in Latin profe and verfe, for which feveral 
perl'ons of the higheft quality were candidates* but una- 
nimoully yielded to him. The crown for the bell per¬ 
former on the harp, being likewife awarded to him by the 
judges in that difpute, he adored it* and ordered it to be 

Carried to Augullus’s ftatue. In the gymnic eaercifcs, 
which he prelented in the Septa, during the preparations 
forfacrificing an ox, he fliaved his beard for the firll time* 
and putting it up in a box adorned with pearls of great 
price, he confecrated it to Jupiter Capitolinus. He in¬ 
vited the Veltal Virgins to fee the wrefllers perform, be- 
caufe, at Olympia, the prieftelTes of Ceres are allowed the 
privilege of feeing that diverfion. 

XIII. Amongd the fpedtaclcs prcfcnled by him* the 
entrance of Tiridates into the city deferves to be mention¬ 
ed. This perfonage, who was king of Armenia, he by 
Very large promifes invited to Rome. But being prevent¬ 
ed from (bowing him to the people upon the day fixed for 
it by proclamation* on account of the badnefs of the wea¬ 
ther, he took the firll opportunity that occurred; polling 
feveral battalions under arms, about the temples, of the 
Forum ; anu fitting himfelf upon an ivory feat in the 
Roflra, in a triumphal drefs, amidft the military flandards 
and banners. Upon the king’s advancing towards him, 
on a ftage mads (helving for the purpofe, he permitted 
Tiridates to throw hlmftlf at his feet* but quickly raifed 
him with his right hand, and killed him. The emperor 
then, upon the king’s humble fupplication, taking the 
turban from his head, put oil a crown, whilfl: a perfon of 
Praetorian rank proclaimed in Latin the words in which 
the prince addreffed die emperor. After this ceremony, 
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the flranger being brought into the theatre, and there 
again renewing his addrefs, the emperor feated him upon 
his Tight hand. Being now univerfally complimented 
with the title of Imperalor , and fending his laurel-crown 
into the Capitol, he fliut the temple of double-faced 
Janus, as though there now exifted no war throughout 
the Roman empire. 

XIV. He held the Confulfhip four times: the fir ft for 
two months, the fecond and laft for fix, and the third for 
four ; the two middlerr.oft he held fuccefiively, but the 
reft at the diftance of fome years from them. 

XV. In the adminiftration of juftice, he fcarccly ever 
gave an anfwer to fuch as preferred their caufes to him 
for trial, before the next day, and in writing. His man¬ 
ner of hearing the caufes was not to allow the parties to 
plead in long harangues, but to difpatch the feveral parti¬ 
culars in their order, in the way of debate. When he 
withdrew to confult his afleflbrs in any caufe, he did npt 
debate the matter openly with them; but filently and 
privately reading over their opinions, which they gave 
feparatclv in writing, he gave fentence upon the bench 
according to his own pleafure, as if the fame was the opi¬ 
nion of the majority. For a long time he would not ad- 

t mit the funs of freedmen into the Senate ; and fuch as 
had been admitted by former princes, he excluded from 
all public offices in the governmen'. The fupemumerary 
candidates, to comfort them under the delay of their 
hopes, he put into i’ome command of the legions. The 
Conlulflnp he com nunlv gave for fix months; and one of 
the two Confuls dying a iittle before the firft of Jauuarv, 
he fubfiiruted no other in - his room ; difliking what had 
been formerly done for Caninius Rebilus upon fuch an 
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occafion, who was Conful for one day only. He al¬ 
lowed the triumphal honors only to thofe of Quteftorian 
dignity, and to fome of the Equeftrian Order, and that 
not upon any military account. And inftCad of the 
Quaeftors, whofe office it properly was, he commonly 
ordered that the fpeeches, which he fent to the Senate 
upon certain occafions, fhould be read by the Confuls* 

XVI. He contrived a new model for building in the 
city, ordering piazzas to be eredted before all boufes great 
and fmall, that from the top of them, if any fire happen-* 
ed, it might be more eafily prevented from fpreading ; and 
thefe he built at his own expence. He likewife defign- 
ed to extend the walls of Rome as far as Oftia* and thence 
to bring the fea by a canal into the old city. Many fevers 
regulations and new orders were made in his time. A 
fumptuary law was enadted. Public fuppers were re¬ 
duced to the Sportula ; and vidlualling-houfes reftrained 
from felling any dreffed vidluals, except pulfe and herbs, 
whereas before they fold all kinds of meat. The Chrif- 
tians likewife were feverely punifhed, a fort of people who 
maintained a new and mifehievous fuperftition *. He 
forbid the fports of the Quadrigarii, who had long taken 
the liberty of (trolling about, and eftablifhed for them- 
felves a kind of preferiptive right to cheat and commit 

* This character of the Chriftian religion exhibits the 
prejudice of a Pagan author in ftrong colors. It is probable 
that Suetonius'confidered it as mifehievous upon two ac¬ 
counts : one was, that it exploded the fuperliition of the 
Gentiles; and the other, that, by declaring God to be no 
refpedter of perfons, it tended to flacken all the bands of 
civil authority, and fubordination. But, had he taken the 
pains to invefiigate its principles, he would have been unde¬ 
ceived in refpedl to this apprehenfion, 
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theft in jcd. The parties of the pantomimics were ba-* 
nifhed, as well as themfelves. 

XVII. Againd the forgers of writings* the method was 
then fird invented, to have the writings bored, run through 
three times with a thread, and then fealed. It was like- 
wife enafled that in wills, the two firft pages, with only 
the teftator’s name upon them, (hould be prefented blank 
to thofe who were to feal them as witneffes ; and that no 
perfon who wrote a will for another. Humid put down in 
it any legacy for himfelf. It was likewife ordained that 
clients fhould pay their advocates a certain reafonable 
fee, but nothing for the benches, the charge of which 
was to be allowed out of the public treafury: that caufes, 
the cognizance of which before belonged to the commif- 
fioners of the treafury, fhould be removed to the Forum, 
and the Rccupcratores ; and that all appeals fhould be to 
the Senate. 

XVIII. He never entertained the lead ambition or 
hope of extending and advancing the empire. On the con¬ 
trary, he had thoughts of withdrawing his troops from Bri¬ 
tain, and was only re drained by the fear of being thought 
to detradl from die glory of his father. He only reduced 
the kingdom of Pontns, which had been ceded to him by 
Polemon, into the form of a province; as alfo that of the 
Alps, upon the death of Cottius. 

XIX. He twice formed a defign of vifiting fofeign 
parts, Alexandria and Achaia; bnt was prevented in the 
former upon the very day fixed for his departure, by fome 
HI omens, and the hazard of the voyage. For in going 
round the temples, happening to fit down in that of Veda, 
when he role up again, the lap of bis coat duck fad ; 

and 
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and immediately he was feized with fuch a dimnefs in his 
eyes, that he could not fee before him. In Achaia, lie 
attempted to make a cut through the Iflhmus ; and encou¬ 
raged the guards, in a fpeech which he made to them, to 
begin the work. And upon a fignal given by found of 
trumpet, he firft broke ground with a fpade, and carried 
off a bafket full of earth upon his fhoulders. He made 
preparations for an expedition to the Cafpi® Port®; 
forming a new legion out of his late levies in Italy, of 
men all fix foot high, which he called the Phalanx of 
Alexander the Great. Thefe things, in part unexcep¬ 
tionable, and in part highly commendable, I have brought 
into one view, that they might be feparated from his fcan- 
dalous and criminal behaviour, of which I lhall now 
give an account. 

■ XX. Amongfl: the other liberal arts which he was 
taught in his youth, he was inftrudted in mufic; and im¬ 
mediately upon his advancement to the empire, he fent 
for the harper Terpnus, who flourifhed at that time in 
the higheft reputation ; and for feveral days together fat 
by him as he played after fupper, until late at night. At 
laft, he began by degrees to pra&ife upop the inftrument 
himfelf. Nor did he omit any of thofe expedients which 
the artifts in mufic make ufe of, for the prefervation and 
improvement of their voices. He would lye__upon his 
back with a fheet of lead upon his brealt, clear his fto- 
mach and bowels by vomits and clyfiers, and forbear the 
eating of fruits, or vidtuals prejudicial to the voice. En¬ 
couraged by his proficiency, though his voice was natu¬ 
rally neither loud nor clear, he was defirous of appearing 
upon the ftage, frequently repeating amongfl: his friends 
a Greek proverb to this effect: “ that no regard was had 
for mufic unheard.” Accordingly he made his firft pub- 
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lie appearance at Naples; and notwithftanding the theatre 
sstas fhaken by a fudden Ihock of an earthquake, he did 
not delift, until he had finilhed the piece of mufic before 
him. He played and lung in the fame place feveral times, 
and for feveral days together ; taking only now and then 
a little refpite for the recruiting of his voice. At laft, be¬ 
ing weary of private praftice, he palled from the hath 
into the theatre; and alter a refrelhment in the Orcheftra, 
amidft a crowded aflemblv of the people, he promifed 
them in Greek, “ that by the meaqs of a little tippling, he 
fhould foon make their ears ring again.” Being highly 
pleafed with the fongs that were fung in his praife by 
fame Alexandrians belonging to the fleet then arrived, he 
lent for more of the like fongfters from Alexandria. At 
the fame time, he chofc young men of the Equeftriaq 
Order, and above five ihoufand robuft young fellows out 
of the commonalty, on purpole to learn various kinds of 
applaufe, called bombi , imbrices, and tcjlee, which they 
were to pradtife in his favor, whenever he performed 
upon the harp. They were divided into feveral parties 
for the purpofe; all of them remarkable for delicate 
heads of hair, and very finely drefled, with rings upon 
their left hands. The leaders of thefe bands had falaries 
of forty thoufand fefterces allowed them, 

XXI. Being extremely defirous of (howing his art like- 
wife at Rome, he ordered the games called Neionia to 
be celebrated before the time fixed for their return. All 
now became importunate to hear his heavenly voice, and 
he let them know, “that he would gratify fuch as defired it 
in the gardens.” But the foldiers then upon guard fecond- 
ing the voice of the people, he promifed to comply with 
their requeft immediately, and with all his heart. He in- 
flantly ordered his name to be entered upon the lift of 
pauficians, 
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muficians, that put in, and calling in his lot among the 
reft, came up in his turn, attended by the commanders of 
the Praetorian battalions bearing his harp, who were fol¬ 
lowed by the Tribunes of the foldiers, and'feveral of his 
intimate friends. After he had taken his ftation, and made 
the ufual flourifti, he commanded Clu-vius Rufus to pro¬ 
claim to the theatre, that he intended to fing the ftory of 
Niobe. This he accordingly did, and continued it until 
ten o’clock, but deferred the difpofal of the crown, and 
the remaining part of the folemnitv, until the next year; 
that he might have more often the opportunity of per¬ 
forming in the fame way. But that being too long a time 
to reftrain his inclinations, lie could not refrain from fre¬ 
quently exhibiting his art during the interval. He made 
no fcruple to appear upon the ftage amongft other per¬ 
formers, even in the games prefented to the people by the 
magiftrates, and was offered by one of the Piaetors, upon 
that account, no lefs than a million of fefterces. He like- 
wife fung tragedies malked ; the vizors of the heroes and 
Gods, as alfo of the heroines and Gcddeffes, being form¬ 
ed into a refcmblance of his own face, and that of any 
woman he was in love with. Amongft the reft he fung 
“ Canace in Labour, Orcftes the Murderer of his Mo¬ 
ther, CEdipus Blinded, and Hercules Mad.” In the laft 
tragedy, it is faid that a young centinel, ported at the en¬ 
trance of the theatre, feeing him attired and hound with 
chains, as the fable of tire play required, ran up to his 
afliftance. 

XXII. He had from his infancy an extravagant fond- 
nefs for horfes ; and was conftantly talking of the Cir- 
cenfian races, though he had been forbid to do fo. La¬ 
menting once, amongft his fchoolfellows, the cafe of a 
F f 4 driver 
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driver of the green party, that was dragged round the 
Circus at the tail jof his chariot, anfj being reprimanded 
by his mailer for it, he pretended he was talking of Hecr 
tor. In the beginning of hjs reign, he ufed to piay every 
day with chariots drawn by four horfes, made of ivory, 
upon a table; ~ When there was any exhibition in the 
Circus, he would come at firll privately, but at laft open 7 
ly ;.fp diat no body ever doubted of his attendance upon 
thofe occafions. Nor did he conceal his defire to have 
the number of the prizes doubled. The number of race? 
being-encreafed accordingly, the divertion continued unti) 
a late hour; the mailers of the leveral parties refufing 
now to fumHh chariots for any time lefs than die whole 
day. Upon thjs, he took a fancy for driving the chariot 
himfelf, and that even publicly. Having made his firll 
efiays in the gardens, arajdll crowds of flaves and other 
rabble, he at length performed in the view of all the peo¬ 
ple, in the Circus Maximus, whilft one of his fi eedmen 
gave the ufuaL fignal, by the tolling up of a napkin in the 
place where the magiftrates are ufed to do it. Not fatif- 
fied with giving various fpecimens of his dexterity in 
thofe arts at Rome, be went over to Achaia, as has been 
already faid, upon the following occalion. The feveral 
cities, in which folemn public trials of Ikill in mufic ufed 
to be performed, had refolved to fend him the crowns 
which were meant to be given to fuch as bore away the 
prize. Thefe he accepted fo gracioufly, that he not only 
gave the deputies who brought them an immediate au¬ 
dience before others that waited for it, but likewife ad¬ 
mitted them to his table. Being by fome of them re- 
q tie fled to ling at fupper, and prodigioully applauded 
upon it, he faid, “ the Greeks alone had an ear for mulic, 
and were alone proper judges of him and his attain- 
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ments.” Immediately putting himfelf upon his journey, 
after his arrival at CaP'.ope, he exhibited his fil'd; muficai 
performance before the altar of Jupiter Caffius. 

XXIII. He afterwards appeared at the celebration of 
all public games in Greece: for fuch as fell in different 
years, he brought within the compafs of one, and fome 
fie ordered to be celebrated a fecond time in the fame 
year. At Olympia, likevyifc, contrary to cuftom, he 
appointed a public performance in mute: and that he 
might meet with no interruption in this employment, when 
be was informed by his freedraan Hclius, that the affairs 
of the city required his prefence, he wrote to him in 
thefe words: “ Though you advife and wifli for my 
fpeedy return, yet you ought rather to advife and wifh 
for my return with a character worthy of Nero.” Dur¬ 
ing the time of his mulical performance, no body was 
allowed to dir out of the theatre upon any account how* 
pver neceffary} infomuch that it is faidfome women with 
child were delivered there. Many being quite wearied 
with hearing and applauding him, becaufc the town gates 
were fliut, flipped privately over die walls ; or counter* 
feiting themfelves dead, tyere carried out for their funeral. 
With what extreme anxiety he engaged upon thofe oc- 
cafions, with what keen defire to bear away the prize 
from his adverfarics, and with how much awe of the 
judges appointed in thofe folemnities, .is fcarcely to be 
believed. As if his adverfaries had been upon a level 
with him, he would watch them narrowly, ly at catch, 
defame them privately, and fometimes, upon meeting 
them, rail at them in verv fcurrilous language; or bribe 
them tqo, if they were better artifts than himfelf. He 
always addreffed the judges with the mod profound re¬ 
verence, before he began, telling them, “ he had done all 
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things that were neceflary, by way of'preparation, but 
that the iffue of the approaching trial was in the hand of 
fortune ; and that they, as wife and Ikilful men, ought 
not to have any regard to things merely accidental.” 
Upon their encouraging him to have a good heart, he 
went off with more affurance, but not entirely free from 
anxiety, interpreting the ftlence and modefty of fome of 
them into foumefs and ill-nature, and laying that he was 
fufpicious of them. 

XXIV. In thofe contefls, he adhered fo ft tidily to the 
rules, that he never durft fpit, nor wipe the fweat from 
his forehead any other way than with his arm. Having, 
in a tragic performance, dropt his ftaff, but quickly re¬ 
covered it, he was notwithftanding in a great fright, left 
he lhould be fet afide for the mifearriage, and could not 
recover his affurance, until an adlor who flood by fwore, 
he was certain it had not been in the leaft regarded, amidft 
the acclamations and exultations of the people. When the 
prize was adjudged to him, he always proclaimed it him- 
lelf, and put in amongft the public criers in their contefts 
for fuperiority. That no memory or the leaft monument 
might remain of any of the victors in the facred Grecian 
games,, he ordered all rheir ftatues and images to be 
pulled down, dragged away with hooks, anil thrown into 
the common fewers. He rode the chariot with various 
fets of horfes, and at the Olympic games with no fewer 
than ten ; though, in a poent of his, he had reflected 
upon Mithridates for that innovation. Being toffed out 
of the chariot, he was again replaced, yet could not re¬ 
tain his feat, and was obliged to deiift, before he came 
to the end of the race, but was crowned notwithftanding. 
At his quitting the province, he declared ic a free country, 
and conferred upon the judges in the feveral games the 
freedorq 
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freedom of Rome, with large fums of money. All tliefo 
favors he proclaimed himfelf with his own voice, from 
the middle of the Stadium, during the folemnity of the 
Jfthmian games, 

XXV. In his return from Greece, arriving at Naples, 
becaufe he had commenced the public practice of his art 
hi that city, he made his entrance in a chariot drawn by 
white horfes, through a breach in the town-wall, accord¬ 
ing to the practice of tliofe who were vidtorious in the 
facred Grecian games. In the fame manner he entered 
Antiurn, Albanian, and Rome. Into the lad of thcfc 
places, he made his entry mounted upon the fame chariot 
in which Auguflus had triumphed, in a fcarict toga, and 
with a cloak embroidered with golden flats, having on 
his head the crown won at Olympia, and in his right 
hand that which was given at the Pythian games: the 
reft being carried in a pompous manner before him, with 
infcriptiotis denoting the places where they had been won, 
from whom, and in what muftcal performances ; whiift 
a train followed him with loud acclamations, crying out, 
that “ they were the emperor’s attendants, and the foldicrs 
jof his triumph.” Having then caufcd an arch of the 
great Citcus to be taken down, be pafled through the 
breach, as alfo through the Vclabrum and the Forum, to 
the palace and the temple of Apo'lo. Everv where as he 
marched along, vi&ims were flain, whiift the ftreets were 
ft re wed with faffron, and birds, ribbands and fivcct-meats 
thrown upon them. He hung the facrcd crowns in his 
chamber about his beds. He caufed ftatues to be evedled 
for him in the attire of a harper, and had the like ftamped 
upon his coin. After this period, he was fo far from 
abating any thing of his application to mufic, that, for the 
prefervation of his voice, he never addrefled himfelf to 
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the foldiers but by mellages, or with fome perfon to. de¬ 
liver his fpeeches for him, when he thought fit to make 
his appearance amongfl them. Nor did he ever do any 
thing either in jeft or earned, without a voice-mafter 
Handing by him to caution him againft over-draining his 
vocal organs, and to apply .a handkerchief to his mouth 
•when he did. He offered his ffiendfhip, or avowed open 
enmity to many, according as they were lavilh or fparing 
in their applaufe of him. 

XXVI. Petulancy, lewdnefs, luxury, avarice and 
cruelty, he pra&ifed at firft fparingly and in private, as if 
prompted to them only by the folly of youth ; yet fo that 
even then the world was of opinion that they were the 
faults of his nature, and not of his age. After it was 
dark, he would enter the taverns difguifed in a cap or a 
hat, ramble about the ftrects in playful excurfions, but 
not void of mifehief. He ufed to beat fuch as he met 
coming home from fupper; and, if they made any rc- 
fidance, would wound them, and plunge them into the 
common-fewer. He broke open and robbed drops ; ap¬ 
pointing an au&ion at home for the felling off hi& booty. 
In the feuffle upon thofe occalions, he often ran the 
hazard of lofing his eyes, and even his life ; being beaten 
almod to death by a Senator, to whofe wife he had been 
rude. After this accident, he never more ventured a- 
broad at that time of night, without fome Tribunes fol¬ 
lowing him at a little didance. In the day-time he would 
be carried in a chair incognito into the theatre; plac¬ 
ing himfelf upon the upper part of the Profccnium, where 
he not only beheld the quarrels aridng upon the account of 
the pantomimics, but likewife encouraged them. When 
they came to blows, and dones and pieces of broken 
benches began to fly about, he threw them plentifully 
amongd 
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amongft the people, and once broke with them a Prai- 
tor’s head. 

XXVII. His vices by degrees gaining flrength, he laid 
afide his jocular divertifemcnts, and all difguife; breaking 
out into enormous crimes, without the leaft endeavor to 
conceal them. He would continue his revels from mid¬ 
day to mid-night, being frequently refrelhed by warm 
baths, and, in the fummer-time, in fuch as were cooled 
with fnow. He often fupped in public, as in the Nau- 
machia, with the fluices Ihut, or in the Field of Mars, or 
the great Circus, being waited upon at table by common 
proftitutes of the town, and thofe from Syria. As often 
as he went down the Tiber to Oftia, or coafted by the 
bay of Baiae, booths fumilhed with all conveniencies for 
debauchery were eredted along the ftiores and banks; be¬ 
fore which flood matrons, who, like kind land-ladies, in¬ 
vited him afhore. He would invite himfelf to fupper 
with his friends ; at one of which was expended no lefs 
than four millions of fefterces in coronets, and at another 
fomething more in rofes. 

XXVIII. Befides his abttfe of boys free-born, aiid the 
liberty he took with married women, he committed a 
rape upon the Veftal Virgin Rubria. He was upon the 
point of marrying Adte his freedwoman, having fuborn- 
ed fome men of Confular rank to fwear that file was of 
royal defeent. He gelded the boy Sporus, and endea¬ 
vored to transform him into a woman. He even went 
fo far as to marry him, with all the ufual formality of 
marriage-writings, the veil, and a numerous company at 
the wedding. When the ceremony was over, he had 
him conduced like a bride to his own houfe, and treated 
him as his wife- It was jocularly obferved by fome per- 
fon. 
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{an, “ that it would have been happy for mankind, i/ 
his father Domidus had had fuch a wife.” This SporuS 
he carried about with him in a chair round the folemn 
aflemblies and market-towns of Greece, and afterwards at 
Rome through the Sigillaria, drefled up in the rich attire 
of an emprefs, and now and then kiffed him as they rode 
together. That he was paffionatcly defirous to ly with 
his mother, but was diffuaded from it by her enemies, for 
fear that the haughty infolent woman fhould, by her 
compliance, get him entirely into her power, and govern 
in every thing, was univerfally believed ; efpecialiy after 
he had entertained amongft his concubines a ftrumpet, 
who was-reported to have-a ftrong referablance of Agrip- 



XXIX. He proftituted his own chaflity to that degree, 
that, after he had defiled every part about him with fome 
unnatural pollution, he at laft invented an extraordinary 
kind of diverfion, which was, to be let out of a deil 
covered over with a wild bead’s fkin, and to ferae upon 
the private parts both of men and women, tied to a flake 
for that purpofe. After he had diffidently fpent his fury 
upon them, he was, at Kis own defire/ ferved in the fame 
manner himfelf by his freedman Dorvphorus, to whom he 
was married in the fame way that Sporus had been 
married to himfelf; imitating the cries and fhrieks of 
young virgins, when they are deflowered. I have been 
informed by feveral, that he firmly believed, that not one- 
man in the world was chafle, or undefiled in any part of 
him : but that moft men concealed that vice, and had 
tire cunning to keep it private. To fuch, therefore, as 
8 frankly 
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frankly oy.'ncd their unnatural lewdnefs, he forgave all 
other crimes. 

XXX. He thought there was no other nfe of riches 
and money than to fquander them away profufely; re • 
garding all thofe as fordid wretches who kept their ex- 
pences within due bounds ; and extolling thofe as truly 
noble and generous fouls, who lavifhed awav and wafted 
all before them. He praifed and admired his uncle Caius, 
upon no account more, than his confuming in a Ihort 
time the vaft treafure left him by Tiberius. Accordingly, 
he. was himftftf extravagant and profufe, beyond all mea- 
fure. He fpent upon Tiridates eight hundred thoufand 
fefterces a day, a fum almoft incredible ; and at his de¬ 
parture, prefented him with upwards of a million. He 
likewife bellowed upon Menecrates the harper, and Spi- 
cillus a gladiator, the eftates and houfes of men who had 
had the honor of a triumph. He enriched the ufurer 
Cercopithecus Panerotes with eftates both in town and 
country; and gave him a funeral, in pomp and magnifi¬ 
cence little inferior to that of princes. He r ( cver wore 
the fame garment twice. He would game for four hun¬ 
dred thoufand fefterces for every fpot that came up upon 
the tali. He ufed to fifh with a golden net, drawn by 
filken cords of the fineft fcarlct-colour. It is {aid, that 
he never travelled with lefs than a thoufand carts attend¬ 
ing him with his baggage: the mules being all fliod v\ ith 
filver, and their drivers drefled in fearlet-cloaths of the 
fineft wool; and a numerous train of footmen, and Afri¬ 
cans, with bracelets on their arms, and mounted upon 
horfes in fplendid trappings. 

XXXI. In nothing was he more prodigal than in 
building. He erefled a houfe that reachel from the Pa-.- 
lace 



TME LIFE OF 


448 

lace to the Efqullia:, which he at firft called Tranfooridf. 
but, after it was bumtdown hid rebuilt, The GolderiHoufe-, 
concerning the extent and furniture of which, it may be 
fnfGcient to fay thus much: the porth Was fo high that 
there flood in it a moriftrous flatue of bimfelf a hundred 
and twenty foot in height; and the extent of it fuch,’ that 
it had triple porticos a mile in length, and a pond like a 
fea, furrounded with buildings that had the appearance of 
a city. Within the compafs of it were corn-fields, vine¬ 
yards, paftures and woods, with a vaft number of animals 
of various kinds, both wild and tame. It was in all the 
other parts over-laid with gold, and adorned with jewels 
and mother of pearl. The rooms of entertainment were 
arched, with vaults of ivory, which turned round, and 
fcattered flowers; and were befides furniihed with pipes 
for the dropping of uguents upon the guells. The 
chief banqueting-roora was circular, and perpetually 
turning about night and day, in imitation of the motion of 
the celeftial bodies. The baths were provided with water 
from the fea and Albula. Upon the opening of the houfe aft. 
ter it was finilhed, his approbation of it was only in thefe 
words, “ that he had now begun to have a lodging fit for 
a man.” He began a pond for the reception of all the' 
warm rivulets from Bais, which he defigned to have carri¬ 
ed on from Mifenum to the Avemian Lake, under a cover, 
enclofed within porticos ; as alfo a canal from Avernum 
to CJftia, for the convenience of palling betwixt thofe 
two places by Ihipping, and yet not by fea, a hundred 
and fixtv miles in length ; and of a breadth fufficient to 
let Ihips with five banks of oars pafs one another. For 
the execution of thefe defigns, he ordered all prifoners,- in 
every part of the empire, to be brought into Italy ; and 
that fuch as were convicted of die moft heinous crimes, 
fhould only be condemned to work at them. He was 
encouraged 


6 
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encouraged to all this wild and enormous profufion, not 
only by the great revenue of the empire, but by the hid¬ 
den hopes given him of an immenfe hidden treafure, viz. 
that which queen Dido, upon her flight from Tyre, had 
brought with her into Africa. This, a Roman knight 
pretended to allure him, upon good information, was ftill 
hid there in fome lonely caves, and might with a little la¬ 
bor be recovered. 

XXXII. But being difappOinted in his expectations of 
this refource, and reduced to fuch difficulties for want o.f 
money, that he was obliged to fufpend the payment of 
his troops, and the advance of the premiums due to the 
veterans ; he refolved upon fupplying his neceflities by 
means of falfe accufation and rapine. In the firft place, 
he ordered, that if any freedmen, without fufficient rea- 
fon, bore the name of any family to which he was al¬ 
lied, at their deceafe, inftead of the half, three fourths of. 
their eftates fhould be brought into the exchequer; as alfo 
that the eftates of fuch as had not, in their wills, been grate¬ 
ful to their prince, fhould be all confifcated; and that the 
lawyers who had drawn or dictated fuch wills, fhould be 
liable to a fine. He ordained likewife, that all words and 
aCtions, upon which any informer could ground a profe- 
cution, fhould be deemed treafon. He demanded an equi¬ 
valent for the crowns which the cities of Greece had at 
any time offered him in the folemn games in that coun¬ 
try. Having forbid the ufe of the Amethyftine and Ty¬ 
rian fcarlet, he privately fent a perfon to fell a few ounces 
of it upon the day of the nundinre, and then fliut up alf 
the merchants’ fhops, upon the pretext that his cdiCt had 
been violated. It is faid, that, as he was playing and ting¬ 
ing in the theatre, obferving a married lady dreffed in that 
kind of fcarlet which he had prohibited, he pointed her 
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one to his procurators; upon which {he was immediate¬ 
ly dragged out of her fear, ana not only dripped of her 
cloaths, but her eftate. He never nominated a perfon to 
any office without faving to him, “ You know what I 
want; and let us take care to leave nobody any thing.” 
At laft he rifled manv temples of the rich offerings which 
had been depofked.in them, and melted down all the gold 
and filver ftatues,and amongft them thofe of the Penates*, 
which afterwards Gaiba reftored. 

XXXIII. He began the practice of parricide and mur¬ 
der with Claudius himfelf; of whofe death though he 
was not the contriver, he was privy to the defign againft 
him. Nor did he make any fecret of it; but ufed after¬ 
wards to commend, by a Grecian proverb, mafltrooms as 
food fit for the Gods, becaufe he had been poifoned with 
one. He reviled his memory both by word and deed in- 
die groffeft manner; one while traducing him for his'folly, 
another while for his cruelty. For he ufed to fay by way 
ofjeft, that he had given over moraii amongft men, pro¬ 
nouncing the firft fvllahle long; and repealed many of his 
decrees and conftitutions, as made by a doating old block- 

* The Penates were worlhipped in the innermoff part of 
the houfe, which was called Penetralia. There were like- 
wife Public's Penates, worlhipped in the Capitol, and fuppof- 
ed to be the guardians of the city and temples. Some have 
thought that the Lares and Pestascs were the fame; and they 
feem fometimes to he confounded. They were, however, 
different. The Penates were reputed to be of divine origin ; 
the Lares, of human'. Certain perfons were admitted to the 
wbrihip of the Lares, who were not to that of the Penates v 
The latter, as fes'been already faid,-were worlhipped only in 
the innermoft part of the houfe, but the former alfo in the 
public roads, in.ibe c;mp,. and on lea. 
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head. He enclofed the place where his body was burnt 
with only an ordinary low fence. He attempted to poifon 
Britannicus, as much out of envy, becaufe he had a fweeter 
voice, as from an apprehenfion of what might enfue, on 
account of the refpedt which the people entertained for 
the memory of his father. The perfon employed for the 
purpofe was one Locufla, an evidence againft fome who 
had been guilty of the practice of that horrible crime. 
But the poifon he had from her, working more flowly 
than he expected, and only giving him a loofenefs, he 
fent for the woman, and beat her with his own hand* 
charging her with giving him an antidote inftead of poi- 
fpn ; and upon her alledging in excufe for herfelf, that 
fhe had given him but a gentle mixture, to prevent fuf- 
picion, What!” faid he, “ I warrant you, I am afraid 
of the Julian law and obliged her to prepare, upon the 
fpot, before his eyes, as quick and ftrong a dofe as pi...i- 
ble. This he tried upon a kid ; but the creature lingering 
for five hours before it expired, he ordered her to go to 
work again ; and when fhe had done, gave the poifon to 
a pig, which dying immediately, he commanded the poi¬ 
fon to be brought in, and given to Britannicus, as he was . 
at fupper with him. The unfortunate prince had fcarccly 
fooner tailed it than he fell down ; the other pretending 
that it was only a fit of the falling-ficknefs, to which, he 
faid, he was fubjeft. He buried him the following day, 
in a mean and hafty manner, during a very heavy fall of 
rain. He gave Locufla, for her fcrvice, a pardon, with 
a great eflate in land, and placed fome difciples with her, 
to be inftrudted in her trade. 

XXXIV. His mother beiqg ufed to make firifl en¬ 
quiry into what he faid or did, and to reprimand him 
with the freedom of a parent, he was fo much offended', 
G g 2 that 
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that he endeavored to expofe her to the refentment of 
the public, by frequently pretending a refolution to quit 
the government, and retire to Rhodes. He foon after de¬ 
prived her of all honor and power, took from her the 
guard of Roman and German foldiers, bani/hed her from 
the palace, and perfecuted her in every way he could con¬ 
trive ; employing perfons to harafs her when at Rome 
with law-fuits, and to dilturb her in her retirement from 
town with the molt fcurrilous and abufive language. But 
being terrified with her menaces and violent fpirit, he re- 
folved upon her deftrudlion, and thrice attempted it by 
poifon. Finding however that lhe had previoufly fecured 
herfelf by antidotes, he provided a contrivance to let loofe 
the floor over her bed-chamber, fo that it might fall upon 
her while (he was afleep in the night. This defign mif- 
carrying likewife, through the opennefs of thofe who were 
Concerned in it, his next ftratagem was to contrive a Ihip 
which would eafily fall in pieces, in hopes of deftroyingher 
either by drowning, or by the ceiling of the cabin falling 
down upon her. Accordingly, under the cover of a pre¬ 
tended reconciliation, he wrote her an extremely affection¬ 
ate letter, inviting her to Baiae, to celebrate with him ths 
feftival of Minerva. He had given private orders to the 
captains of the galleys which were to attend her, to /hatter 
her /hip to pieces by falling foul of it, but in fuch a man¬ 
ner as that the whole Zhould appear to be accidental. Hi 
prolonged the entertainment, for the more convenient 
opportunity of executing the plot in the night; and at 
her return for Bauli, in/lead of an old Slip in which lhe 
had come, he offered that which he had contrived for her 
deftrudlion. He attended her to the ve/iel in a very 
cheerful mood, and at parting with her kifled her breads ; 
after which he lat up very late in the night, waiting with 
great anxiety to learn the iffue of his project. But re¬ 
ceiving 
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eeiving information that every thing had fallen out con¬ 
trary to his with, and that {he had faved herfelf by fwim- 
ming, not knowing what courfe to take, upon her frced- 
tnan L. Agerinus bringing word, with great jov, that (he 
was fafe and well, he privately dropped a poniard by 
him. He then commanded the freedman to be feized and 
put in chains, under pretence of being employed by his 
mother to affaffinate him ; at the fame time ordt ring her 
to be put to death, and giving out, that, to avoid pu.iifh- 
ment for her intended plot, Ihe had laid violent hands 
upon herfelf. With regard to this tranfadfiou, other cir- 
cumftances are related, I'till more horrible, and upon good 
authority; as that he went to view her coipfe, and handling 
her limbs, difparaged fome and commended others, and 
growing thirfty during the furvey, called for drink. Yet he 
was never after abb to bear the ftings of his ownconfcience 
for this atrocious a61, though encouraged by the congra¬ 
tulatory addreffes of the foldiery, Senate, and people ; fre¬ 
quently affirming that he was haunted by his mother’s 
ghoft, and perfected with the whips and burning torches 
of the Furies. Nay, he attempted by a magic facrifice 
to bring up her ghoft from below, to mollit'y her rage 
againft him. When he was in Greece, he durft not pre¬ 
fume to attend at the celebration of the Eleufinian tires, 
upon hearing the crier difeharge all impious and wicked 
perfons from approaching. To the murder of his mother 
he joined that of his aunt. For being obliged to keep her 
bed upon account of a complaint in her bowels, he paid 
her a vifit, and (he, now advanced in years, flroaking his 
downy chin, in the tendernefs of affedtion, exprefifed her- 
felf thus : May I but live to fee the firft fhaving of this, 
I lhall then be content to die.” He turned to thofe about 
him, and by way of jeft upon it, faid, that he would have 
his beard immediately taken off; and he ordered the phy- 
G g 3 ficians 



'THE LIFE OF 


454 

ficians to give her more violent purgatives. He feized 
upon her eftate before fhe had expired; fuppreffing her 
will, that he might enjoy the whole himfelf. 

XXXV. He had, betides Odtavia, two other wives : 
Poppaea Sabina, whofe father had borne the office of 
Quzeftor, and who had been married before to a Roman 
knight: after her, Statilia Mefialina, great-grand-daughter 
to Taurus, who was twice Conful, and had the honor of a 
triumph. To obtain pofleffion of her, he put to death her 
hufbaud Atticus Veftinus, at that time Conful. He foon 
became weary of Octavia’s bed, and being cenfured by 
his friends for it, he replied, “ The marks of diftindtion 
belonging to an emprefs ought to fuffice her.” Soon after, 
he attempted feveral times, but in vain, to ftrangle her, 
and theiylivorced her as being barren. But the people 
expreffing their difapprobation of that meafure, and fpeak- 
ing freely upon the occalion, he likewife banifhed her. 
At laft he put her to death, upon a charge of adultery, fo 
impudent and apparendy falfe, that when all thofe who 
were examined by torture concerning it, abfolutely de¬ 
nied their knowledge of any fuch criminality, he fubom- 
ed his pedagogue Anicetus to affirm, that he had by a 
fraudulent ftratagem prevailed upon her to fubmit to his 
luft. He married Poppata twelve days after the divorce 
of Ocfavia, and entertained a great affedh'on for her ; but 
neverthelefs -killed her with a kick which he gave her 
when {he was big with child and indifpofed, only becaufe 
fhe took the liberty to chide him for coming late home 
from his exercife of driving the chaiiot. He had by her 
a daughter, Claudia Augufta, that died an infant. There 
was no p.rfon connected with him in any degree of con- 
fanguinitv, who felt not the cruel effefts of his violence, 
to their deftru&ion. He put to death Antonia, Claudius’s 
daughter, 
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daughter, who refufed to marry him after the dcatli of 
Poppsea, under pretence of her being engaged in a plot 
againft him. In the fame way he deftroyed all who were 
allied to him either by blood or marriage; amongft whom 
was young Aulus Plautinus. He firft obliged him tofub- 
mit to his unnatural Juft, and then ordered him to be exe¬ 
cuted, crying out, “ Now let my mother go and kifs mv 
fucccffor pretending that he had been his mother’s pa¬ 
ramour, and by her encouraged to afpire to the empire. 
His ftep-fon Rufinus Crifpinus, Poppata’s fon, though a 
minor, he ordered to be drowned in the fea, while he was 
filhing, by his own Haves, becaufe he was reported to aft 
frequently amongft his play-fellows the part of a general 
or an emperor. He banilhed Tufcus, his nurfe’s fon, 
for prefuming, when he was procurator of Egypt, to wafh. 
in the baths provided againft his coming. His mailer, 
Seneca, he forced to kill himfelf, though, upon his defir. 
ing leave to withdraw from court, and offering to refign 
to him his eftatc, he folemnly fwore, “ that there was 
no foundation for his fufpicion of him, and that he would 
perilh himfelf fooner than hurt him.” Having promifed 
Burrus the commander of the guards a remedy for a 
fwelling in his throat, ha fent him poifon. Some old ricli 
freedmen of Claudius’, that had formerly not only been 
the promoters of his adoption by that prince, but inilru- 
mental in his advancement to the empire, and were like- 
wife his governors, he took off by poifon given them in 
their meat or drink. 

XXXVI. Nor did he proceed with lefs cruelty againft 
thofe who were not of his family. A blazing ftar, which 
is vulgarly fuppofed to portend deftrudlion to kings and 
princes, appeared above the horizon ievcral nights fuc- 
ceffively. He felt great anxiety on account of this pheno- 
G g 4 mcnon, 
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menon, and being informed by one Babilus an aftrologer, 
that princes ufed to avoid the danger threatened them by 
fuch prodigies, by Ihedding the blood of illuftrious per- 
fons, and fo divert the fore-boded mifchief from them- 
felves to their grandees, he refolved upon the deftruftion 
of the principal nobility in Rome, He was the more 
pleafed with this project, becaufe be had fome plaufible 
pretence for carrying it into execution, from the difcovery 
of two confpiracies againft him ; the former and more 
dangerous of which was that formed by Pifo, and difcover- 
ed at Rome ; the other was that of Vinicius atBeneventum. 
The confpirators were brought to their trials loaded with 
triple irons. Some ingenuoufly confeffed the charge; 
Others avowed that they thought the defign againft his 
life an aft of favor for which he was obliged to them, 
as it was irapofSble in any other way than by death to 
relieve a perfon rendered infamous by crimes of the great- 
eft enormity. The children of fuch as were condemned, 
were banilhed the city, and afterwards either poifoned or 
ftarved to death. It is certain that fome, with their pas- 
dagcgues, and Daves who carried thejr books, were all 
poifoned together at one dinner; and others not fuDFered 
to feek their daily bread. 

XXXVTI. From this period he butchered without di, 
ftinftion or quarter, all whom bis caprice fuggefted as ob- 
j efts for his cruelty, and upon the noli frivolous pretences. 
To mention only a few. Salvidienns Orfitns was accufed 
of letting out three {hops belonging to his houfe in the 
Forum to fome cities for the ufe of their deputies at Rome. 
The charge againft Caifius Longinus, a blind lawyer, 
was that he kept amongft die bulls of his anceftors, that 
of C. Caffius who was concerned in the death of Julius 
Csfar. The only charge objected againft Pstrjs Thrafea 
was 
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was that he had a cloudy countenance, like that of a pte- 
dagoguc. He, allowed no more than one hour to thofe 
whom he obliged to kill themfelves ; and to prevent delay, 
he fcnt them phyftcians “ to cure them immediately, if 
they lingered beyond that time for fo he called bleeding' 
them to death. There was at that time an Egyptian of 
a mod voracious appetite, who would digeft raw flcfh, 
or any thing elfe that was given him. It is credibly re¬ 
ported, that the emperor was extremely deiirous of furnifli- 
ing him with living men to tear and devour. Being elated 
with his fuccefs in the perpetration of crimes, he declared 
upon it, “ that no prince before himfelf ever knew the 
extent of his power.” He gave flrong intimations that 
he would not fpare the Senators that remained; but 
would quite extirpate that Order, and put the provinces 
and armies into the hands of the Roman knights, and 
his freedmen. It is certain that he never would, ei¬ 
ther upon his coming to town, or leaving it, vouclifafe 
any one of them the civility of a kifs, or the return of a 
falutation. And in entering upon his project of malting 
a cut through the Ifthmus, he with a loud voice, amidft 
a great concourle of people, wifhetl that “ the bufmefs 
might prove fortunate for himfelf and the Roman people,” 
without taking the fmalleft notice of the Senate. 

XXXVIII. He fpared, however, neither the people* 
nor the city itfelf. Somebody in convcrfation faying, 

E/xs Savomros yaia ^ixStiru sn/fi. 

When I am dead, let fire devour the world. 

« Nay,” faid he, “ let it be whilfl I am living.” And 
he added accordingly: for pretending to take offence at 
the uglinefs of the old buildings, with the narrownefs and 
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winding of the ftreets, he fet the city on fire fo openly, 
that many men of Confular rank catched thofe of his bed¬ 
chamber with tow, and torches for lighting, in their 
houfes, but durft not meddle with them. There being 
near his Golden Houfe fome granaries, the ground-plot 
of which he was extremely defirous to come at, they were 
battered with rams, becaufe the walls were all of ftone, 
and then fet on fire, with the view of fpreading the flames'. 
During fix days-and feven nights this tenible devaluation 
continued, the people being obliged to fly to the tombs 
and monuments for lodging and Ihelter. Upon this oc- 
cafion, a prodigious number of llately buildings, the 
houfes of generals celebrated in former times, and even 
then Hill beautified with the fpoils of war, were all laid 
in allies; as alfo the temples of the Gods, which had 
been vowed and dedicated by the kings of Rome, and 
afterwards in the wars with the Carthaginians and Gauls; 
in fhort every thing of antiquity that was remarkable and 
worthy to be feen. This fire he beheld from a tower in 
the top of Mectenas’s houfe, and “ being prodigioufly di¬ 
verted,” as he faid, “ with the beauty of the flame,” he 
fung the ditty of the deftruclion of Troy, in the drefs 
ufed by him upon the ftage. To make his advantage of 
this calamity, in the way of plunder and rapine, he pro- 
mifed to bring off the bodies of fuch as had perifhed in 
the fire, and remove the rubbilh at his own expencc; 
fuffering no perfon to come at the remains of their houfes 
or goods. Yet he not only received, but demanded con¬ 
tributions upon the account, until he had exhaufled both 
the provinces and private perfons. 

XXXIX. Thefeterribleandfliameful calamities brought 
upon the public by their prince, were attended with fome 
from fortune likewife; as a plague, by which, within the 
fpacq 
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fpace of one autumn, there died no lefs than thirty thou- 
fand pci fons, as appeared from the regifters of the temple 
of Libitina ; a great difafter in Britain, where two of the 
principal towns belonging to the Romans were plundered, 
and a dreadful havoc made both amongft our troops and 
allies; a Ihamcful difcomfiture of our army in the Eaft, 
viz. Armenia ; where our legions were obliged to pafs 
under the yoke: and it was with great difficulty that we 
kept Syria. Amidft all thefe incidents, it was ftrange, 
and indeed particularly remarkable, that he bore nothing 
more patiently than fcurrilous language and railing; and 
treated none wjth more gcntlenefs, than fuch as traduced 
him by abufivc reflexions and lampoons. Many things 
of that kind were polled up in the town, or otherwife 
fpread amongft the people, both in Greek and Latin: 
fuch as thefe, 

Nep&jv, Opztflns, /inTfOXTovoi- 

Neoviycpov Nrpwv iciav fimcp’ amurma. 

Nero, Orcftes, and Alcmteon, {lew 

Their mothers; Nero word of all the crew. 

Quis neget AIncse magna de flirpe Ncconcm ? 

Suftulit hie matrem : fuftulit ills patrem. 

That Nero from the great vincas (pongs, 

Their filial merit proof fufiicient brings. 

One bore through flames his aged fire : t’other, 

Left ihe iliould furvivc, took oft' his mother. 

Dum tendit citharam nofter, dum cornua Parthus, 

Noftcr erit Paean, iile hxaTi£t?.tTr,s 

His founding lyre whilft ours harmonious firings. 

His arrows whilft the dext rous Parthian flings; 

Ours Paum call, the other fam’d in war, 

. Ik- he farium’J “ the God tint /hoots from far.” 
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Roma domus fiet: Vejos migrate, Quirites, 

Si non et Vejos occupat ilia domus. 

Rome will be all one houfe : to Veil fly. 

If that houfe move not thither by and by. 

But he neitlier made any enquiry after the authors, nor 
againft fome, concerning whom information was given 
to the Senate, would he allow a fevere fcntence to pafs. 
Ifidorus, the Cynic philofopher, faid to him aloud, as he 
was palling along the ftreets, “ You ling the misfortunes 
of Nauplius well, but behave badly yourfelf.” And Da- 
tus, an ador of farces, in repeating thefe words of a fong, 
“ Health attend you, father, Health attend you, mother,” 
reprefentcd by his geftures one drinking and fwimming, 
alluding to the deaths of Claudius and Agrippina. At 
littering the lalt claufe, 

Orcus vobis ducit pedes : 

You Hand this moment on the brink of Orcus; 

he plainly intimated his application of it to the Senate. 
Yet Nero only banilhed the player and philofopher from 
the city and Italy ; either from a contempt of infamy, or 
an apprehenlion, that if be difcovered great uneafinefs, 
he Ihould only more excite the wits of the time to exert 
their ingenuity againft him. 

XL. The world, after tolerating fuch an emperor little 
left than fourteen years, at laft forfook him : and firft the 
Gauls, beaded by Julius Vindex, who at that time governed 
the province as Pro-Praetor. Nero had been formerly told 
by aftrologers, that it would be his fortune to be at laft 
foriaken by all the world; and this occafioned that fa¬ 
mous faying of his, “An artift may live in any country;” 

dfc(igne<i 
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defigned to infinuate fome fort of an excufe for his prac¬ 
tice of the mufical art, fince it was entertaining to him 
now he was a prince, and would be neceffary for him 
when reduced to a private Ration. "Yet fome of the aftro- 
logers promifed him, after his forlorn condition, the go¬ 
vernment of the Eaft, and fome exprefsly the kingdom of 
Jerufajem. But the greater part of them flattered him 
with aflfurances of his being reftored to his former fortune. 
And being molt inclined to believe the latter prediction, 
upon lofing Britain and Armenia, he imagined he had 
run through all the misfortunes which the fates had de¬ 
creed him. But when, upon confulting Apollo at Delphi, 
he was advifed to beware of the feventy-third year, as if 
he was then to die, and never thinking of Galba's age, he 
conceived fuch hopes, not only of living to old age, but 
of conftant and uncommon good fortune, that having loft 
fome things of great value by fhipwreck, he fcrupled not 
to fay amongft his friends, that “ the fifties would bring him 
them again.” At Naples he heard of the infurreftion in 
Gaul, upon the very day on which he killed his mother, 
and bore it with fo much unconcern, as to excite a fufpi- 
cion that he was really glad of it, fince he had now a fair 
opportunity of plundering thofe wealthy provinces by the 
right of war. Immediately entering the Gymnafium, he 
beheld the exercife of the wreftlers with great pleafrre. 
Being interrupted at fupper with letters which brought yet 
worfe news, he exprefled no greater refentment, than on¬ 
ly to threaten the rebels. For eight days together, he 
neither attempted to anfwer any letters, nor give any or¬ 
ders, but buried the whole in profound iilence. 

XLI. At laft being roufed by the many abufive decla¬ 
rations of Vindex, he in a letter to the Senate entreated 
them to Hand by him and the public ; defiring them to 
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exciife his not appearing in the houfc, becaufe he had got 
cold. But nothing fo much galled him, as to find liimfclf 
Tailed at for a pitiful harper, and, inftead of Nero, (Ivied 
jEnobarbus: which name being that of his family, fince he 
■was upbraided with it, he declared he would refume, and 
lay afide the name he had taken by adoption. In his en¬ 
deavor to difcredit the other charges with which he was re¬ 
proached, he infilled upon no argument, but that of his 
being upbraided with want of fkill in an art upon which 
he had bellowed fo great application, and in which he 
had arrived at fuch perfection; a filing frequently thole 
about him, “ if they knew any one that excelled him in 
that way.” But being alarmed with tneffengers after 
njefiengers of ill news from Gaul, he returned in great 
conflemation to Rome. A little comforted, however, 
upon die road, by obferving the frivolous omen of a Gallic 
foldier defeated by a Roman knight, and dragged along 
by the hair, carved upon a monument, he leaped for joy, 
at the fight of it, and adored the heavens. Even then he 
made no perfonal application either to the Senate or peo¬ 
ple, but calling together fome of the principal peifons in 
the city to his own houfe, he held with them a Ihorc 
hafly converfauon upon the prefent ftate of his affairs, and 
then, during the remaining part of the day, carried them 
about with him to view fomc mufical inftruments, of a 
new invention, which were played by water ; (hewing 
them every thing about them, and dii’courfing upon the 
reafon and difficulty of die contrivance; all which, he told 
them, he intended to produce in the theatre, if Vindex 
would give him leave. 

XL11. Soon after he received advice that Galba and 
Spain had declared againft him; upon which, falling 
down in a violent agony of mind, he lay. a long time 
• fpecthlels, 
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fpeechlefs, and apparently dead. As foon as he reco¬ 
vered from the ftate of ftupefadtion, he tore his cloaths, 
and beat his head, crying out, “ I am ruined!” His nurfe 
endeavoring to comfort him, and telling him that the 
like things had happened to other princes before him, he 
replied, “ I am beyond all example miferable, who have 
loft an empire whilft T am living.” He neverthelcfs abat¬ 
ed nothing of his ufual luxury and inattention to buft- 
nefs. Nay, upon the arrival of fome good news from the 
provinces, he, at a fumptuous entertainment, fung with atv 
air of wantonnefs, fome jocular verfes upon the leaders 
of the revolt, which were made public ; and accompanied 
them with fuitable geftures. Being privately brought into 
the theatre, he fent word to an a£tor who pleafed the 
company, “ that he made too free with the emperor’s em¬ 
ployment.” 

XLIII. At the firft breaking out of thefe troubles, it is 
believed that he had formed many proje&s, of a nature the 
moft bloody, but conformable enough to his difpofition ; 
to iffue new commiflions for the government of the pro¬ 
vinces, and command of the armies: to fend affaffms to 
butcher all the former governors and commanders, as men 
all unauimoufly engaged in a confpiracy againft him : to 
maflacre all the exiles, and all the Gauls in Rome ; the 
former left they fliould join the rcvoltcrs ; the latter as 
privy to the defigns of their countrymen, and favorers of 
them: to deliver up Gaul to be wafted and plundered by 
his armies : to poil'on the whole Senate at a lead : to fire' 
the citv, and then let ioofe the wild l.eafts upon the peo¬ 
ple, to divert them from hopping the progrefs of the 
flames. But being deterred from the execution of thefe 
defigns, not fo much by remorle of confcience, as defpair 
of being able to effect them ; and judging an expedition 
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into Gaul neceflary, he removed the Confuls from their 
office, before the time of its expiration was arrived ; arid 
in their room bore the Confulfhip himfelf alone ; as if the. 
fetes had decreed that Gaul fliould not be conquered, but 
by a Conful. Upon affirming the Fafces, after an enter¬ 
tainment in the palace, he walked out of the room, lean¬ 
ing upon fome of his friends, and declared, that as foon 
as he arrived in the province, he would make his appear¬ 
ance amongfl: the troops, unarmed, and do nothing but 
weep: and that, after he had thus brought the rebels to 
repentance, he would, the next day, at the public rejoic¬ 
ing upon the occafion, ling fongs of triumph; which 
ought immediately to be compofed for that purpofe. 

XLIV. In preparing for this expedition, his firll care 
was to provide carriages for his mufical inftruments to be 
ufed upon the ftage; to drefs in the attire of men the con¬ 
cubines that he carried with him; and to furnilh them 
with battle-axes, and Amazonian targets. He fummon- 
ed the city-tribes to enlift ; but no perfon of any account 
appearing, he ordered all mailers to fend a certain num¬ 
ber of Haves, and the bell they had, not excepting their 
Rewards and fecretaries. He commanded all the feveral 
Orders of the people to bring in a certain proportion of 
their ellates, as they flood in the Cenfor’s books: all te¬ 
nants of houfes, great or fmall, to pay one year’s rent 
forthwith into the exchequer; and with a nicenefs and 
flrictnefs bevond all example, would receive only new 
coin of the choiceft Clvcr and the finefl gold; info much 
that mod people openly refufea to pay, crying out unani- 
moufly that he ought to fqueeze the informers, and oblige 
them to furrender their premiums. 

XLV. The public batrej of him was encreafed by the 
great 
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great fcarcity of corn, and an accident which happened 
in confequence. For, juft at that time, there arrived from 
Alexandria a fhip, which was faid to be freighted with 
duft for the wrelllers about court. This fo much inflam¬ 
ed the public rage, that he was treated with the utmofl; 
abufe and fcurrility. Upon the top of a ftatue of him, 
was placed a chariot with a Greek infcription, that- 
“ Now he had a race to run indeed ; now he ought to 
betake himfelf away.” A budget was tied about another, 
and an infcription in thefe words; “ What could I do ? but 
thou haft deferved a fack*.” Some perfon likewife wrote 
upon the pillars in the Forum, “ that he had wakened the 
cocks with his finging.” And many, in the night-time, 
pretending to quarrel with their fervants, frequently cal¬ 
led for a Findtx. 

XLVI. He was befides terrified with manifeft prefages, 
both old and new, arifing from dreams, aufpices, and 
omens. He had never been ufcd to dream before the 
murder of his mother. After that event, he fancied in 
his fleep that he was fleering a fhip, and that the rudder 
was forced from him : that he was dragged by his wife 
Octavia into a prodigious dark place ; and was one while 
covered over with a vail fwarm of winged ants, and an¬ 
other, furrounded by the gentilitious imagery difplayed near 
Pompey’s theatre, and hindered from advancing farther : 
that a Spanilh gennet he was fond of, had his hinder 
parts fo changed, as to refemble thofe of an ape; and 

* This alludes to the punifhment due to him on account of 
his parricide. By the Roman law, a perfon who had murdered 
a parent or any near relation, after being feverely fcourged, 
was feu ed up in a fack, with a dog, a cock, a viper, and an 
ape, and then thrown into the fea, or a deep river. 

H h having 
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having his head only left unaltered, neighed very har- 
monioufly. The doors of the maufoleura flying open of 
themfelves, there iffued from it a voice, calling upon 
him by his name. The Lares being trimmed up with 
ffefh garlands upon the firft of January, fell down dur¬ 
ing the preparations for a facrifice to them. While he 
was taking omens, Sporus prefented him with a ring, the 
ftone of which had carved upon it the Rape of Pro- 
ferpine. When a great multitude of the feveral Orders 
was aflembled, to attend at the folemnity of making vows 
to the Gods, it was a long time before the keys of the 
Capitol could be found. And when, in a fpeech of his 
to the Senate againft Vindex, thefe words were read, 
M that the villains Ihould be punilhed, and in a fhort 
time meet with a death fuitable to their deferts,” they all 
cried out upon it, “ You will effect it, Auguftus.” It 
was likewife remarked, that the laft tragic piece which he 
fung, was CEdipus in Exile, and that he fell as he was 
repeating this verfe: 

©avsir fd avaye truyyxpvi, /jmjt tip, irxTnp. 

Wifc, mother, father, force me to my end. 

XLVII. Meanwhile, upon the arrival of the news, 
that the reft ct the armies had declared againft him, he 
tore to pieces the letters which were delivered to him at 
dinner, overthrew the table, and daihed with violence 
ag,ainft the ground two favoiire cups, which he called 
Homer’s, hccaufe fome of that poet’s verfes were cut 
upon them. Then taking from Locufta a dofe of poi- 
fon, which he put up in a golden box, he went into the 
Servilian gardens, and thence difpatching a rrufty freed- 
man to Oftia, with orders to make ready a fleet, he en¬ 
deavored to prevail with fome Tribunes and Centurions of 
the guards to attend him in his flight: but fome of them 
(bowing 
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mowing no great inclination to comply, others abfolutely 
refufing, and one of them crying out aloud, 

Ufque adcone mori mirerum eft ? 

Say, is it then fo fad a thing to die ? 
he was in great perplexity whether he fhould fubmit him-* 
fclf to Galba, or apply to the Parthians for prote&ion, 
or elfe appear in public drefled in mourning, and upon 
the Roftra, in tlie moft piteous manner, beg pardon for 
his paft mifdemeanors, and, if he could not prevail, to 
requefl: of them to grant him at Icafl the government of 
Egypt. A fpeech to this purpofe was afterwards found 
in his eferutoire. But it is conjectured that he durft not 
venture upon this projedt, for fear of being torn to pieces, 
before he could get to the Forum. Sufpending therefore 
his refolution until the next day, he awaked about mid¬ 
night, and finding the guards withdrawn, he leaped out 
of bed, and fent about for his friends. But receiving no 
anfwer from any of them, he went with a few attend¬ 
ants to their houfes. The doors being every where lhut, 
and none of rhem giving him any anfwer, he returned 
to his bed-chamber; whence now thofe that had the 
charge of it were all eloped; fomc having gone one way, 
and fome another, carrying off" with them his bedding 
and box of poifon. He then endeavored to find Spicil- 
lus the gladiator, or any other perfon, to kill him ; but not 
being able to find any body, “ What!” faid he, “ have 
I then neither friend nor foe ?” and immediately ran out, 
as if he would throw himfelf into the Tiber. 

XLVIII. But this furious impulfe fubfiding, he wifhed 
for fome place of privacy, where he might recoiled his 
thoughts ; and his treedman Phaon offering him a coun- 
try-houfe of his, betwixt the Salarian and Nomentan 
H h 2 roads-i 
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roads, about four miles from the city,, barefoot as he 
•was, and in his tunic, only flipping over it an old wea¬ 
ther-beaten cloak, with his head muffled up in it, and 
his handkerchief before his face, he mounted a horfe, 
with four perfons only to attend him, among!! whom Spo- 
rus was one. Being immediately much frightened with 
an earthquake, and a flafh of lightning darting full in 
his face, he heard from the contiguous camp the ihouts 
of the foldiers, wilhing his deftnnSlion, and profperity 
to Galba. He likewife heard a traveller they met with 
upon the road, fay, “ Thefe are in. purfuit of Nero:” 
and another afk, “ Is there any news in town about 
Nero f” Uncovering his face, upon occafion of his 
horfe’s boggling at a carcafe that lay in the road, he was 
known, and faluted, by an old foldier who had been dif- 
charged out of the guards. When they came to the lane 
which turned up to the houfe, they quitted their horfes, 
and with much difficulty he got through fhrubs and bullies, 
and a track through a piece of ground covered with reeds, 
over which they fpread their coats, for him to tread upon. 
Having reached a wall at the back of the villa, Phaon ad- 
vifed him to hide himfelf awhile in a fand-pit, when he 
replied, “ I lliall not go under-ground alive.” Staying 
there fome little time, until a private paflage into the vil¬ 
la could be made for him, he took up fome water out of 
an adjoining ditch in his hand, to drink, faying, “ This is 
Nero’s boiled water.” Then his cloak having been torn 
by the thorns, he pulled out the pricks that ftuck in it. 
Atlaft being taken in, creeping upon his hands and knees, 
through a hole that was made for him, tfe lay down in 
the firil room he came at, upon a poor bed, with an old 
coverlet thrown over it; and being both hungry and 
thirfty, he refuted iome coarfe bread that was brought 
him, bur drank a little waim water. 


XLIX. Every 
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XLIX. Every body about him now prefling him to 
fave himfelf from the indignities which were ready to 
befall him, he ordered a grave to be made before his 
eyes, fuitable to the lize of his body, and the bottom to 
be covered with pieces of marble put together, if any 
could be found about the houfe, and water and wood 
like wife to be provided for his funeral; weeping at every 
thing that was done, and frequently faying, “ What an 
artift is now to perilh !” In the mean time letters were 
brought in by a fervant belonging to Phaon. He {hatch¬ 
ed them out of his hand, and there found, “ That he 
had been declared an enemy by the Senate, and was 
fought for, that he might be punilhed according to the 
ancient practice amongfl: the Romans.” Upon this, he 
alked, what kind of punifhment that was ; and being 
told, that the way was to flrip the criminal naked, and 
lafh him to death, with his neck fa'ftened within a forked 
flick, he was fo terrified that he took up two daggers which 
he had brought with him, and after feeling the points of 
both, put them up again, faying, “ The fatal hour is 
not yet come.” One while he begged of Sporus to be¬ 
gin a wailing lamentation; another while he entreated 
that fome'of them would fet him an example to kill liim- 
felf; fometimes again he condemned his own want of 
refolution in thefe words : “ I live bafely and lhameful- 
ly : this does not become Nero: this does not become 
thee. Thou oughteft in fuch circumftances to have thy 
wits about thee. Come: courage, man!” The horfe- 
mcn who had been ordered to bring him away alive to 
town, were now approaching the houfe. As foon as he 
perceived it, uttering with a trembling voice the follow¬ 
ing verfe, 

‘Isrsrfflv n’ uKwjroOQV apf 1 xlmo; xalx jSaJAtt. 

The noife of fwift-heel’d deeds a (Tails my cars. 

H h 3 he 
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he ran a dagger into his throat, being affified in the aft 
by Epaphroditus, his mafter of requefls. A Centurion 
breaking in when he was now half dead, and clapping 
his cloak to the wound, pretending that he was come to 
his affiflance, he made no other reply but this, “ ’Tis 
too late. Is this your loyalty ?” Immediately after pro¬ 
nouncing thefc words, he died, with his eyes Handing out 
of his head, to the terror of all that beheld him. He 
had requeued of his attendants, as the moll eflential fa¬ 
vor, that they would let nobody have his head, but that 
his body might be burnt entire by all means. And this 
lulus the freedman of Galba granted, who had but a 
little before been difcharged from the confinement he hacl 
been put under at the commencement of the troubles. 

L. The expences of his funeral amounted to two hun¬ 
dred rhoufand fefterces ; the bed upon which his body was 
carried to the pile and burnt, being overlaid with a white 
coverlet, interwoven with gold ; which he had made ufe 
of upon the Calends of January preceding. His nurfes 
Ecloge and Alexandra, with his concubine A die, depo- 
fited his relics in the monument belonging to the family 
of the Domirii, which Hands upon the top of the hil) 
over-looking the gardens, and is to be feen from the 
Field of Mars. In that monument, a coffin, with an 
altar of porphyreric marble of Luna over it, is enclofed 
within a wall of Thafian Hone. 

LI. His flature was a little below the common fize; 
his body fpotted, and of a difagrceable appearance; his 
hair inclined tp yellow ; his countenance fair, rather than 
handfome ; his eyes grey and duil, his neck fat, his belly 
prominent, legs very llender, but his confiilution health¬ 
ful. For, though extravagantly luxurious in his way 
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of living, he had, in the courfe of fourteen years, only 
three fits of ficknefs, which were fo flight, that he nei¬ 
ther forbore the ufe of wine, nor made anv alteration in 
his ufual diet. In his drefs, and the care of his perfon, 
he was fo indecent, that he had his hair cut in rings one 
above another ; and when he was in Achaia, let it grow 
long behind ; and appeared abroad for the moil part 
in the drefs which he ufed at table, with a handkerchief 
about his neck, his coat loofe upon him, and without 
£hoes. 

LII. He was entered, when a boy, in almofl all the libe¬ 
ral fcicnces ; but his mother diverted him from the flrudy 
of philofophy, as unfuitablc to one who was to be an em¬ 
peror ; and his mailer Seneca difeouraged him from read¬ 
ing the old orators, that he might keep him the longer in 
admiration of himfclf. He was much addicted to poetry, 
and compofed verfes both with pleafure and eafe : nor did 
he, as fome think, publilh thole of other authors for his 
own. I have had in my hands fome little pocket-books 
of his, with fome well-known verfes, all of his own writ¬ 
ing, and written in fuch a manner, that it was very evi¬ 
dent from the blotting and interlining, that they had not 
been tranferibed from a copy, nor dilated by another, 
but written by the compofer of them. 

lain. He had likewife a great tafte for painting, and 
moulding of images, but ot all things an extravagant de¬ 
fire of popular applaufe, being a rival of every man who 
was upon any account admired by the people. It ivas the 
general belief, that, after the pi iv.es he won hy hi* per¬ 
formances upon the ltage, he would the next lultrum 
have entered amongft the wreftlers at the Olympic games. 
For he was continually, pra&ifing in that way: nor did 
II h 4 he 
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he attend in Greece that kind of folemnity any otherwife, 
than as the judges ufed to do, fitting upon the ground in 
the Stadium. And if a pair of wreltlers happened to get 
without the limits affigned them, he would with his own 
hands bring them back into their proper place. Becaufe 
he was thought to equal Apollo in raulic, and the Sun in 
chariot-driving, he refolved to imitate the actions of Her¬ 
cules likewife. And they fay a lion was prepared for 
him to kill, either with a club, or with a dole hug, in 
the view of the people in the amphitheatre ; which he was 
to perform naked. 

LIV. Towards the end of his life, he made a public 
vow, that if he continued in the peaceable enjoyment of 
the empire, he would, in the games which he intended to 
give for his fuccefs againft the infurgents, appear upon 
the ftage, to manage the water-organ, as alfo to play 
upon the flutes and bag-pipe, and upon the day conclud¬ 
ing thofe diverfions, would ail his part in a play, and 
dance to the ftory of Tumus in Virgil. And there are 
fome who fay, that he put to death the player Paris as a 
dangerous rival. 

LV. He had an invincible defire, but capricioufly di¬ 
rected, of rendering himfelf famous through all fucceed- 
ing ages. He therefore took from feveral things and 
places their former appellations, and gave them new 
names derived from his own. He called the month of 
April, too, Neroneus, and had a defign to change the 
name of Rome into that of Neropolis. 

LVI. He was a defpifer of all religious worfhip, ex¬ 
cept that of the Syrian Goddefs ; but at laft he regarded 
her fo little, that he p-d upon her; being now en¬ 

gaged 
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gagedjn another fuperftition, in which he invariably per- 
Cfted. For having received from fome obfcure plebeian a 
little image of a girl, as a prefervative againft plots, and 
difcovering a confpiracy immediately after, he conftantly 
worfiiipped, and with three facrifices a day, his imagina¬ 
ry protedlrefs, as the greateft amongfl: tire Gods. He was 
likewife defirous to have it thought, that he had from the 
information of that deity a knowledge of future events. A 
few months before he died, he offered feveral facrifices, to 
confult the entrails of the vidlims ; but could never obtain 
any favorable intimations from them. 

LVIT. He died in the thirty-fecond year of his age, up¬ 
on the fame day on which he had formerly put Odtavia to 
death ; and the public joy was fo great upon the occafion, 
that the common people ran up and down with caps up¬ 
on their heads. There were however fome, who for 
a long time decked his tomb with fpring and fummcr 
flowers. They likewife one while placed his image upon 
the Roftra, drefled up in ftate robes ; another while pub- 
lilhcd proclamations in his name, as if he was yet alive, 
and would fhortly come to Rome again, with a vengeance 
to all his enemies. Vologefus, king of the Parthians, 
when he fent ambafladors to the Senate, to renew 
the alliance betwixt that nation and the Romans, earneftly 
requefted that due honor fhould be paid to the memory 
of Nero: and to conclude, when twenty years after, at 
which time I was a young man, fome perfon of obfcure 
birth gave himfelf out for Nero, he met with fo favorable 
a reception from the Parthians, that he was very power¬ 
fully fupported by that nation, and it was with much dif¬ 
ficulty that they furrendered him. 


THOUGH 
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THOUGH no law had ever palled, for regulating the 
tranfmiffion of the imperial power, yet the defign of con¬ 
veying it by lineal defcent was implied in the praftice of 
adoption. By the rule of hereditary fucceflion, Britanni- 
cus, the fon of Claudius, was the natural heir to the 
throne ; but he was fupplanted by the artifices of his fiep- 
mother, who had the aadrcfs to procure it for her own 
fon Nero. From the time of Auguftus it had been the 
cuftom of each of the new fovereigns to commence his 
reign in fuch a manner as tended to acquire popularity, 
however much they all afterwards degenerated from thofe 
fpecious beginnings. Whether this proceeded entirely 
from policy, or that nature was not yet vitiated by the 
intoxication of uncontroled power, is uncertain ; but fuch 
were the exceffes into which they afterwards plunged, 
that we fcarcely can exempt any of them, except per¬ 
haps Claudius, from the imputation of great original de- 
pravitv. The vicious temper of Tiberius was known to 
his own mother Livia ; that of Caligula had been obvious 
to thofe about him from his infancy; Claudius feems to 
have had naturally a ftronger difpofition to weaknefs than 
to vice ; but the inherent wickednefs of Nero was difeo- 
vered at an early period by his preceptor Seneca. Yet 
even this emperor commenced his reign in a manner 
which procured him approbation. Of all the Roman 
emperors who had hitherto reigned, he feems to have 
beer, moll corrupted by profligate favorites, who flattered 
his follies and vices, to promote their own aggrandife- 
ment. In the number of thefe was Tigellinus, who 
met at laft with the fate which he had fo amply merited. 

The feveral reigns from the death of Auguftus prefent 
us with uncommon feenes of cruelty and horror; but it 
was referred for that of Nero, to exhibit to the world the 
atrocious 
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atrocious act of an emperor deliberately procuring the 
death of his mother. 

Julia Agrippina was the daughter of Germanicus, and 
married Domitius AEnobarbus, by whom lhe had Nero. 
At the death of Meflalina lhe was a widow ; and Claudius, 
her uncle, entcrt.iining a defign of entering again into the 
married hate, lhe afpired to an ineelluous alliance with 
him, in competition with Lollia Paulina, a woman of 
beauty and intrigue, who had been married to C. Ctefar. 
The two rivals were ftrongly fupported by their refpec- 
tive parties; but Agrippina, by her fuperior interefl with 
the emperor’s favorites, and the familiarity to which her 
near relation gave her a claim, obtained the preference ; 
and the portentous nuptials of the emperor and his niece 
were publicly folemnifed in the palace. Whether (lie was 
prompted to this flagrant indecency by pcrfonal ambition 
alone, or by the dtlire of procuring the fucceflion to the 
empire for her fon,.is uncertain ; but there remains no 
doubt of her having removed Claudius by poifon, with a 
view to the objedc now mentioned. Beiitles Claudius, 
lhe projected the death of L. Silanus, and (lie accomplilh- 
ed that of his brother Junius Silanus, by means likewife of 
poifon. She appears to have been richly endowed with the 
gifts of nature, but in her dijpoiilion intiiguing, violent, 
imperious, and ready to faeiificc every principle of vir¬ 
tue, in the purfuit of fupremc power or fenfual gratifica¬ 
tion. As Hie refembled Livia in the ambition of a mo¬ 
ther, and the means by which lhe indulged ir, fo (he more 
than equalled her in the ingratitude of an unnatural fon 
and a panicide. She is faid to have left behind her fomc 
memoirs, of which Tacitus availed hiinl'cif in the com- 
pofition of his Annals. 

|n this reign, the conqucft. of the Britons flill continued 




to be the principal objed of military purfuit, and Sueto¬ 
nius Paulinus was invefted with the command of the 
Roman army employed in the reduction of that people. 
The ifland of Mona, now Anglefey, being the chief feat 
of the Druids, he refolved to commence his operations 
with attacking a place which was the centre of fuperfti- 
tion, and to which the vanquilhed Britons retreated as the 
laft afvlum of liberty. The inhabitants endeavored, both 
by force of arms and the terrors of religion, to obftrud 
his landing on this facred ifland. The women and Druids 
aflembled promifeuoufly with the foldiers upon the fhore ; 
where running about, in "wild diforder, with flaming 
torches in their hantls, and pouring forth the rooft hideous 
exclamations, they ftruck die Romans with confterna- 
tion. But Suetonius animating his troops, they boldly 
attacked the inhabitants, routed them in the field, and burn¬ 
ed the Druids in the fame fires which had been prepared 
by thofe priefts for the cataftrophe of the invaders ; de- 
ftroying at the fame time all the confecrated groves and 
altars in the ifland. Suetonius having thus triumphed over 
the religion of the Britons, flattered himfelf with the hopes 
of foon effeding the reduction of the people. But they, 
encouraged by his abfence, had all taken arms ; and un¬ 
der the condud of Boadicea, queen of the Iceni, who 
had been treated in the mod ignominious manner by the 
Roman Tribunes, had already driven the haughty in¬ 
vaders from their feveral fettlements. Suetonius haftened 
totheprotedion of London, which was by this time a flou- 
rifliing Roman colony ; but he found upon his arrival, 
that any attempt to preferve it would be attended with die 
utmoft danger to the army. London therefore was re¬ 
duced to allies; and the Romans, and all ftrangers, to the 
nnmber of feventy thoufand, were put to the fword with¬ 
out diflindiou ; the Britons feeming determined to cqh- 
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vince the enemy, that they would acquiefce in no other 
terms than a total evacuation of die ifland. This malTa- 
cre, however, was revenged by Suetonius in a decifive 
engagement, where eighty thoufand of the Britons are 
faid to have been killed; after which, Boadicea, to avoid 
falling into the hands of the infolent conquerors, put a 
period to her own life, by means of poifou. It being 
judged unadvifable that Suetonius Ihould any longer 
conduit the war againft a people whom he had exafpe- 
rated by his feverity, he was recalled, and Petronius 
Turpilianus appointed in his room. The command was 
afterwards given fucceflively to Trebellius Maximus, and 
Vettius Bolanus : but the plan purfued by thefe generals 
was only to retain, by a conciliatory adminiftration, the 
parts of the ifland which had already fubmitted to the Ro- 


During thefe tranfadlions in Britain, Nero himfelf was 
exhibiting, in Rome or fome of the provinces, fuch fcenes 
of extravagance as almod exceed credibility. In one place, 
entering the lids, amongft the competitors in a chariot 
race; in another, contending for vidlory with the com¬ 
mon muficians on the ftage ; revelling in open day in the 
company of the mod abandoned proftitutesandthe vileft of 
men; in the night committing depredations on the peaceful 
inhabitants of the capital; polluting with detedable lufl, 
or drenching with human blood, the dreets, the palace, and 
the habitations of private families ; and, to crown his enor¬ 
mities, fetting fire to Rome, while he fung with delight 
in beholding the dreadful conflagration. In vain would 
hidory be ranfackcd for a parallel to this emperor, who 
united the mod fhameful vices to the mod extravagant 
vanity, the mod abjedt meannefs to the dronged but mod 
prepoderous ambition ; and the whole of whofe life was 
6 one 
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one continued fcene of lewdnefs, fenfuality, rapine, cruel¬ 
ty, and folly. It is emphatically obferved by Tacitus, 
“ that Nero, after the murder of many illuftrious perfon- 
ages, manifeftcd a defire of extirpating virtue itfelf.” 

Among die excefles of Nero’s reign ate to be mention¬ 
ed the horrible cruelties exercifed againft the Chriftians, in 
various parts of the empire ; in which inhuman tranfac- 
tions, the natural barbarity of the emperor was inflamed 
by the prejudices and interefted policy of the Pagan prieft- 


The tyrant, fcrupled not to charge them with the act 
of burning Rome; and he fatiated his furious difpofition 
towards them by fuch outrages as are unexampled in 
hiftory. They were covered with the Ikins of wild 
beafts, and torn by dogs; were crucified, and fet on fire, 
that they might ferve for lights in the night-time. Nero 
offered his gardens for this fpeSacle, and exhibited the 
games of the Circus by this dreadful illumination. Some¬ 
times they were covered with wax and other combuftiblc 
materials , after which k lliarp flake was put under their 
chin, to make them ftand upright, and they were burnt 
alive, to give light to the fpedators. 

In the perfon of Nero, it is obferved by Suetonius, the 
race of the Caefars became extimft; a race rendered illuft. 
trious by the firft and fecond emperors, but which their 
fucceffors no lefs difgraced. The dcfpotifm of Julius 
Csfar, though haughty and imperious, was liberal and hu¬ 
mane': that of Auguftus, if we exclude a few inftances 
of vindictive feverity towards individuals, was mild and 
conciliating ; but the reigns of Tiberius, Caligula, and 
Nero (for we except Claudius from part of the cenfurc), 
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while difcriminated from each other by fome peculiar cir- 
cumflances, exhibited the moft flagrant afts of licentiouf- 
nefs and perverted authority. The moft abominable luft,- 
the moft extravagant luxury, the moft (hamcful rapa- 
eioufnefs, and the moft inhuman cruelty, conftitute the ge¬ 
neral charadteriftics of thofe capricious and deteftable ty¬ 
rants. Repeated experience now clearly refuted the opi¬ 
nion of Auguftus, that he had introduced amongft the 
Romans the bell: form of government: but while we 
make this obfervation, it is proper to remark, that, had 
he even reftored the Republic, there is reafon to believe, 
that the nation would again have been foon diftradlcd with 
internal divifions, and a perpetual fucceflion of civil wars. 
The manners of the people were become too diffblute to 
be reftrained by the authority of elective and temporary 
magiftrates ; and the Romans were haftening to that fatal 
period when general and great corruption, with its at¬ 
tendant debility, would render them an eafy prey to any 
foreign invaders. 

But the odious government of the emperors was not 
the only grievance under which the people labored in thofe 
difaftrous times : Patrician avarice concurred with impe¬ 
rial rapacity to encreafethe fufferings of the nation. The 
Senators, even during the Commonwealth, had become 
openly corrupt in the difpenfation of public juftice ; and 
under the government of the emperors, this pernicious 
abufe was p radii fed in yet greater extent. That clafs be¬ 
ing now equally with other Roman citizens dependent on- 
the fovercign power, their fentiments of duty and honor 
were degraded hv the lofs of their former dignity ; and- 
being likewife deprived of the lucrative governments of 
provinces, to which they had annually fucceeded by an 
elective rotation in the times of the Republic, they e:i- 



THE LIFE OF 


4S0 

deavored to compenfate the reduction of their emolu¬ 
ments by an unbounded venality in die judic i zfi decifions 
of the Forum. Every fonree of national happinefs and 
profperity was by this means deftroyed. The poffeffion 
of property became precarious; induftry, in all its branches, 
jvas effe&ually difeouraged, and the amor patr'uz, which 
had formerly been the animating principle of the nation, 
was almoft univerfally extinguifhed. 

It is a circumftance correfponding to the general An¬ 
gularity of the prefent reign, that, of the few writers who 
flourifhed in it, and whofe works have been tranfmitted 
to pofterity, two ended their days by the order of the em¬ 
peror, and the third, from indignation at his conduct. 
Thefe unfortunate victims were Seneca, Petronius Ar¬ 
biter, and Lucan. 


Seneca was bom about fix years before the Chiiflian 
era, and gave early indication of uncommon talents. 

His father, who had come from Corduha 
L 'sir!cca S t0 R° me ’ ' nras a man letters, particu¬ 
larly fond of declamation, in which he in- 
flrucled his fon, and placed him, for the acquifition of 
philofophy, under the mod celebrated Stoics of that age. 
Young Seneca, imbibing the precepts of the Pythagorean 
doctrine, religioufly abflained from eating the flelh of 
animals ; until Tiberius having threatened to puniffi fome 
Jews and Egyptians, who abftained from certain meats, 
he was perfuaded by his father to renounce the Pythago¬ 
rean practice. Seneca difplayed the talents of an elo¬ 
quent fpeaker ; but dreading the jealoufv of Caligula, 
who afpired to the fame excellence, he thought proper to 
abandon that purfuit, and apply himfelf towards fuing 
for the honors and offices of the ftate. He accordingly 
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Obtained the place of Quseflor ; in which office incurring 
the imputation of a fcandalous amour with Julia Livilla, 
be removed from Rome, and was banilhed by the emperor 
Claudius into Corlica. 

Upon the marriage of Claudius with Agrippina, Seneca 
was recalled from his exile, in which he had remained 
near eight years, and was appointed to fuperintend the 
education of Ncio, now deftined as fucceffor to the 
throne. In the character of preceptor he appears to 
have acquitted himfelf with ability and applaufe; though 
he has been charged by Iris enemies with hat ing initiated 
his pupil in thofc dcteftable vices which difgraced the 
reign of Nero. Could he have indeed been guilty of fuch 
immoral conduit, it is probable that he would not fo 
eafily have forfeited the favor of that emperor; and it is 
more rcafonahlc to fuppofe, that his difapprobation of 
Nero’s conduct was tbc real caufc of that odium which 
foon after proved fatal to him. By the enemies whom 
diftinguifhed merit and virtue never fail to excite at a 
profligate court, Seneca was accufed of having maintained 
a criminal correfpondcncc with Agrippina in the life-time 
of Claudius ; but the chief author of this calumny was 
Suilius, \vho had been banilhed from Rome at the in- 
ftance of Seneca. He was likewife charged with having 
amaffed exorbitant riches, with having built magnificent 
houfes, and formed beautiful gardens, during four years 
in which he had acted as preceptor to Nero. This 
charge he confidered as a prelude to his dcftruction ; 
which to avoid, if poffiblc, he requefted of the emperor 
to accept of the riches and pofTeflions which he had ac¬ 
quired in his lituation at court, and to permit him to 
withdraw himfelf into a life of ftudious retirement. 
Nero, difFembling his fecret intentions, refufed this re- 
I i quell ; 
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queft; and Seneca, that he might obviate all caufe of 
fufpicion or offence, kept himfelf at home for fome time, 
under the pretext of indifpofition. 

Upon the breaking out of the ccnfpiracy of Pifo, in 
which fome of the principal Senators were concerned, 
Natalis, the difcoverer of the plot, mentioned Seneca’s 
name, as an acceflary. There is, however, no fatisfac- 
tory evidence that Seneca had any knowledge of the plot. 
Pifo, according to the declaration of Natalis, had com¬ 
plained that he never faw Seneca ; and the latter had ob- 
ferved, in anfwer, that it was not conducive to their com¬ 
mon intereft, to fee each other often. Seneca likevvife 
pleaded indifpofition, and faid that his own life depended 
upon the fafety of Pifo’s perfon. Nero, however, glad of 
fuch an occafion of facrificing the philofopher to his fecret 
jealoufy, fenr him an order to deftroy himfelf. When 
the mefienger arrived with this mandate, Seneca was fit¬ 
ting at table, with his wife Paulina and two of his friends. 
He heard the meffagc not only with philofophical firm- 
nefs, but even with fymptoms of joy, and obferved, that 
fuch an order might long have been expected from a man 
who had affafiinated all his friends, and even murdered 
his own mother. The only requeft which he made, 
was, that he might be permitted to difpofe of his poflef- 
fions as he pleafed; but this was refufed him. Immedi¬ 
ately turning himfelf to his friends, who were weeping 
at his mclantht.lv fate, he faid to them, that, fince he 
could not leave them what he conlidcred as his own pro¬ 
perty, he ,'hould leave at leaft his own life for an ex¬ 
ample ; an innocence of conduft which they might imi¬ 
tate, and by which they might acquire immortal fame. 
He remunftiatcd witli compofure again ft their unavailing 
tears and lamentations, and a (kid them, whether they 
8 had 
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had not learnt better to fuftain the fhocks of fortune, and 
the violence of tyranny ? 

The emotions of his wife he endeavored to allay with 
philofophical confolation ; and when file expreffed a re- 
folution to die with him, he faid, that he was glad to find 
his example imitated with fo much fortitude. The veins 
of both were opened at the fame time ; but Nero’s com¬ 
mand extending only to Seneca, the life of Paulina was 
preferved; and, according to fome authors, the was not 
difpleafed at being prevented from carrying her precipitate 
refolution into effedt. Seneca’s veins bleeding but flowly^ 
an opportunity was offered him of difplaying in his laft mo¬ 
ments a philofophical magnanimity fimilar to that of So¬ 
crates ; and it appe.ars that his convcrfation during this 
folemn period was maintained with dignified compofure. 
To accelerate his lingering fate, he drank a dofe of 
poifon ; but this producing no effect, he ordered his at¬ 
tendants to carry him into a warm bath, for the purpofe 
of rendering the hemorrhage from his veins more copi¬ 
ous. This expedient proving likewife ineffectual, and 
the foldiers who witnefled the execution of the emperor’s 
order being clamorous for its accomplilhment, he was 
removed into a ftove, and fuffocated by the fleam. He 
underwent his fate on the twelfth of April, in the fixty- 
fifth year of the Chriftian sera, and the fifty-third year of 
his age. His body was burnt, and his allies depofited in 
a private manner, according to his will, which had been 
made during the period when he was in tile highell de¬ 
gree of favor with Neroi 

The writings of Seneca are numerous, and on various 
fubjects. His firfl compclilion, addreff'ed to Novatus, is 
on Anger, and continued through thiee books. AOe-v 
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giving a lively defcription of this paflion, the author dif- 
cufles a variety of queftions concerning it: he argues 
ftrongly againft its utility, in contradi&ion to the Peripa¬ 
tetics, and exhorts to the reftraining of it, by many juft 
and excellent confiderations. This treatife may be re¬ 
garded, in its general outlines, as a philofophical am¬ 
plification of the paflage in Horace: 

Ira furor brevis eft: animum rcgc\ qui , niji pares, 

Imperat: bunc frtsnis, tunc tu compefce catena. 

Efist. I. i. 

The next treatife is on Confolation, addrefled to his 
mother Helvia, and was written in his exile. He there 
informs his mother that he bears his banilhment with for¬ 
titude, and advifes her to do the fame. He obferves, that, 
in refpewt of himfelf, change of place, poverty, ignominy 
and contempt, are not real evils ; that there may be two 
reafons for her anxiety on his account; firfl that, by his 
abfence, fhe is deprived of his protection ; and in the next 
place, of the fatisfadlion ariling from his company ; on 
both which heads he fuggefts a variety of pertinent ob- 
fervations. Prefixed to this treatife, are fome epigrams 
written on the banilhment of Seneca, but whether or not 
by himfelf, is uncertain. 

Immediately fubfequent to the preceding, is another 
treatife on Confolation, addrefled to one of Claudius’s 
freedmen, named Polybius, from his great application to 
lludy. In this tradl, which is in feveral parts mutilated, 
the author endeavors to confole Polybius for the lofs of a 
brother who had lately died. The fentiments and ad¬ 
monitions are well fuggefted for the purpofe; but they 
are intermixed with fuch fulfome encomiums on the im¬ 
perial domeftic, as degrade the dignity of the author, and 
can be afcribed to no other motive than that of endeavor- 
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mg to procure a recall from his exile, through the intereft 
of Polybius. 

A foutth treatife on Confolation is addreffed to Marcia, 
a refpeCtable and opulent lady, the daughter of Crcmutius 
Conlus, by whofe death (he was deeply a deified. The 
author, befides many confolatory arguments, propofes for 
her imitation a number of examples, by attending to 
which {lie may be enabled to overcome a pa (lion that is 
founded only in too great feniibility of mind. The fub- 
jeCt is ingenioufly profecutcd, not without the occafional 
mixture of fome delicate flattery, fuitable to the character 
of the correfpondent. 

Thefe confolatory addrefles arc followed by a treatife 
on Providence, which evinces the author to have enter¬ 
tained the rood juft and philofophical fentiments on that 
fubjccl. He infers the necelTarv exiftence of a Pro¬ 
vidence from the regularity and conftancy obferved in 
the government of the univerfe : but his chief object is 
to fhow, why, upon the principle that a Providence cxifts, 
good men fliould be liable to evils. The enquiry is con¬ 
ducted with a variety of juft obfervations, and great force 
of argument; by which the author vindicates the good- 
nefs and wifdom of the Almighty, in a ftrain of fenti- 
ment correfponding to the molt approved fuggeftions of 
natural religion. 

The next treatife, which is on Tranquillity of Mind, 
appears to have been written foon after his return from 
exile. There is a con full ou in the arrangement of this 
trad ; but it contains a variety of juft obfervations, and, 
in point of utility, may be regarded as a valuable pro¬ 
duction. 

Ii 3 Then 
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Then follows a difeourfe on the Conftancy of a Wife 
Man. This has by fome been confidered as a part of the 
preceding treatife; but they are evidently diftindt. It is 
one of the author’s beft productions, in regard both of 
fentiment and compofirion, and affords a fund of moral 
obfervatious, to fortify the mind under thepreffure of ac¬ 
cidental calamities. 

We next meet with a tradl on Clemency, in two 
books, addreffed to Nero. This appeal s to have been 
written in the beginning of Nero’s reign, on whom the 
author bellows fome high encomiums, which, at that 
time, feem not to have been deftitute of foundation. The 
difeourfe abounds with juft obfervation, applicable to all 
ranks of men; and, if properly attended to by that infa¬ 
tuated emperor, might have prevented him'from the perpe¬ 
tration of thofe ads of cruelty, which, with his other ex¬ 
travagancies, have rendered his name odious to pofterity. 

The difeourfe which fucceeds is on the Shortnefs of 
Life, addreffed to Paulinus. In this excellent treatife the 
author endeavors to fhow, that the complaint of the 
fiionnefs of life is not founded in ttuth: that it is men 
who make life Ihon, either by palling it in indolence, or 
otherwife improperly. He inveighs againft indolence, 
luxury, and every unprofitable avocation ; oblerving that 
the beft ufe of time is, to applv it to the ftudy of wifdom, 
bv which life may be rendered luffidently long. 

Next follows a difeourfe on a Happy Life, addreffed 
to Gallio. Seneca feems to have intended this as a vindi¬ 
cation of himfelf, againft thofe who calumniated him on 
account of his riches and manner of living. He main¬ 
tains that a life can only be rendered happy by its confor¬ 
mity 
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mity to the dictates of virtue, but that fuch a life is per¬ 
fectly compatible with the poflcflion of riches, where 
they happen to accrue. The author pleads his own 
caufe with great ability, as well as juft nets of argument. 
His vindication is in many parts highly beautiful, and ac¬ 
companied with admirable fentimcnts refpcdting the moral 
obligations to a virtuous life. The conclulion of this 
difeourfe bears no fimilurity, in point of competition, to 
the preceding parts, and is evidently fpurious. 

The preceding difeourfe is followed bv one upon the 
Retirement of a Wife Man. The beginning of this trad 
is wanting : but in the fequel tire author difeufies a quef- 
tion which was much agitated anwngft the Stoics and 
Epicureans, vi/.. whether a wife man ought to concern 
himfelf with the affairs of the public. Both tliefe feels of 
philofophcrs maintained that a lilt- of retirement was moft 
fuitable to a wife man, but they diil’eied with refpedt to the 
circumftances in which it might be proper to deviate from 
this conduct; one party considering the deviation as pru¬ 
dent, when there exiited a juft motive for fuch conduct, 
and the other, when there was no forcible reai'on agaiaft 
it. Seneca regards both tliefe opinions as founded upon 
principles inadequate to die advancement both of public 
and private happiuels, which ought ever to be the ulti¬ 
mate object of moral fpccuhuion. 

The laft of the author’s difeourfes, addreffed to eEhu- 
cius, is on Benefits, and continued through feven books. 
He begins with lamenting the frequency of ingratitude 
amongft mankind, a vice which he feverely ccnl'ures. 
After fome preliminary conftderations refpecting the na¬ 
ture of Benefits, he proceeds to fl-.ow in what manner, 
and on whom, they ought to be conferred. The gieatcr 
I i 4 part 
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part of thefe books is employed oa the folution of abftraCt 
queftions relative to Benefits, in the manner of Chry- 
fippus ; where the author ftates explicitly the arguments 
on both fides, and from the full confideration of them, 
deduces rational conclufions. 

The Epiftles of Seneca confift of one hundred and 
twentv-four, all on moral fubjeCts. His Natural Queftions 
extend through feven books; in which he has collect¬ 
ed the hypothefes of Arilioile and other ancient writers. 
Thefe are followed by a whimfical effufion on the death 
of Caligula. The remainder of his works comprifes 
feven Perfuafive Difcourfes, five books of Controverfies, 
and ten books containing Extracts of Declamations. 

From the multiplicity of Seneca’s productions, it is 
evident, notwithflanding the luxurious life he is faid to 
have led, that he was greatly devoted to literature ; a 
propenfitv which, it is probable, was confirmed by his 
banilhment during almoit eight years in the ifland of 
Corfica, where he was in a great degree fecluded from 
every other refource of amufement to a cultivated mind. 
But wi'ti whatever fplendor Seneca’s domeftic economy 
may have been fupported, it feems highly improbable that 
he indulged himfelf in luxurious enjovment to any vicious 
excefs. His fituation at the Roman court being honor¬ 
able and important, could not fail of being likewife ad¬ 
vantageous, not onlv from the imperial profuiion com¬ 
mon at that time, but ffom manv contingent emoluments 
which his extenfive intereft and patronage would natu¬ 
rally afford him. He was born of a refpeSable rank, 
was in habits of familiar intercourfe with perfons of the 
firft diftinCtion: and if, in the courfe of his attendance 
upon Nero, he had acquired a large fortune, no blame 



NERO CLAUDIUS C.ESAR. 489 

Could juftlv attach to his condudl, in maintaining an ele¬ 
gant hofpitality. Tite imputation of luxury was thrown 
upon him from two quarters, viz. by the diffolute com¬ 
panions of Nero, to whom the mention of fuch an ex¬ 
ample ferved as an apology for their own extreme diffipa- 
tion; and by thofc who envied him for the affluence and 
dignity which he had acquired. The charge, however, is 
fupported only by vague aflertion, and is diferedited by 
every confuleration which ought to have weight in de¬ 
termining the reality of human characters. It feems totally 
incontinent with his habits of literary induftry, with the 
virtuous fentiments which he every where ftrenuoufly 
maintains, and the efteem with which he was regarded 
by a numerous acquaintance, as a philofopher and a mo- 
ralift. 

The writings of Seneca have been traduced almofl: 
equally with his manner of living, though in both he has 
a claim to indulgence, from the fafhion of the times. He 
is more fludious of minute embellifhmcnts in flyle than 
the wi iters of the Auguftan age; and the didadlic 
{train, in which he motlly profecutes his fubjedls, has a 
tendency.to render him fententious : but the expreflion of 
his thoughts is neither enfeebled by decoration, nor in¬ 
volved in obfeurity by concilenefs.. He is not more rich 
in artificial ornament than in moral admonition. Seneca 
has been charged with depreciating former writers, to 
render himfeif more confpieuous; a chaige which, fo far 
as appears from his writings, is founded rather in negative 
than potkivc teflimonv. He has not endeavored to efla- 
blilh his fame by any afledhition of (ingularitv in doctrine; 
and while he pafies over in filence the names of iliuftrious 
autliors, he avails himfeif with judgement of the mod 
valuable ftores with which they had enriched philofophy. 

6 On 
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On the whole, he is an author whofe principles may be 
adopted not only with fafety, but great advantage; and his 
■writings merit a degree of confideration, fuperior to what 
they have hitherto ever enjoyed in the literary world. 

Seneca, beCdes his profe works, was the author of 
fome tragedies. The Medea, the Tracts, and the Hippo- 
lytus, are afciibed to him. His father is faid to have writ¬ 
ten the Hercules Furens, Thyejies, Agamemnon, and Her¬ 
cules CEtceus. The three remaining tragedies, the Thc- 
bats, CEdipus, and Ofiavia, ufually publilhed in the fame 
collection with the fevcn preceding, are fuppofed to be 
the productions of other authors, but of whom, is uncer¬ 
tain. Thefe feveral pieces are written in a neat ftyle; 
the plots and characters are conducted with an attention 
to probability and nature; but none of them is fo for¬ 
cible, in point of tragical diflrefs, as to excite in the 
reader any great degree of emotion. 


Petronius 
fiderable fort 



was a Roman knight, and apparently of con- 
tune. In his youth he feerns to have given 
great application to polite literature, in 
which he acquired a juftnefs of taile, as 
well as an elegance of compofition. Early 


initiated in the gaieties of faihionable life, he contracted 
a habit of voluptuoufaefs, which rendered him an ac¬ 


commodating companion to the diflipated and the luxu¬ 
rious. The court of Claudius, entirely governed for 


fome time by Meffalina, was then the reiidence of plea- 
fure ; and here Petronius failed not of making a confpi- 


cuous appearance. More delicate, however, than fen- 
fual, he rather joined in the diFipation, than indulged in 
the vices of the palace. To interrupt a courfe of life too 


uniform to afford him perpetual fatisfaCfion, he accepted 
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of the Proconfulinip of Bithynia, and went to that pro¬ 
vince, where he difcharged die duties of his office with 
great applatife. Upon his return to Rome, Nero, who 
had fncceeded Claudius, made him Conful, in recom- 
pcnfe of his fcrviccs. This new dignity, hy giving him 
frequent and eafy acccfs to the emperor, created an inti¬ 
macy between them, which was increafed to friendfliip 
and efleem on the tide of Nero, by the elegant entertain¬ 
ments often given him by Petronius. In a ill or t time, this 
gay voluptuary became fo much a favorite at court, that 
nothing was agreeable but what was approved by Petro¬ 
nius; and the authority which he acquired, by being um¬ 
pire in whatever related to the economy of gay diffipation, 
procured him the title of Arbiter , as one who was fovereign 
judge. Tilings continued in this date will I ft the emperor 
kept within the bounds of moderation; and Petronius a died 
as Intendant of his pleafures; ordering him lliows, games, 
comedies, niulic, feafts, and all that could contribute to 
make the hours of relaxation pafs agreeably: feafoning, 
at the fame time, the innocent delights which he procured 
for the emperor, with every pofiible charm, to prevent him 
from feeking after fucli as might prove pernicious both to 
morals and the Republic. Nero, however, giving way 
to his own difpolition, which was naturally vicious, at 
length changed his conduct, not only in regard to the go¬ 
vernment of the empire, but of himfelf; and lillening to 
other cotinfcls than thofe of Petronius, gave the entire 
reins to his paffions, which afterwards plunged him in 
ruin. The emperor’s new favorite was Tigellinus, a man 
of the mod profligate morals, who omitted nothing that 
could gratify the inordinate appetites of his prince, at the 
expence of all decency and virtue. During this period, 
Petronius gave vent to his indignation, in the fatire tranf- 
mitted under bis name by the title of Satyricon. But his 
total retirement from court fecured him not from the ar- 
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tifices of Tigellinus, who labored with all his power to 
deftroy the man whom he had indultrioufly fupplanted in 
the emperor’s favor. With this view he infinuated to 
Nero, that Petronius was too intimately connected with 
Scevinus not to be engaged in Pifo’s confpiracy , and, to 
fiipport his calumny, caufed the emperor to be prefent at 
the examination of one of Petronius’s flaves, whom he 
had fecretly fuborr.ed to fwear againft his mailer. After 
this tranfadlion, to deprive Petronius of all means of jus¬ 
tifying himfelf, they threw into prifon the greater part of 
his domeftics. Nero embraced with joy the opportunity 
of removing a man, to whom he knew the prefent man¬ 
ners of the court were utterly obnoxious, and he foon af¬ 
ter ilTued orders for arrefting Petronius. As it required, 
however, fome time to deliberate, whether they Ihould 
put a perfon of his confideration to death, without more 
evident proofs of the charges preferred againft him, he felt 
fuch difguil at living in the power of fo deteftable and ca¬ 
pricious a tyrant, that he refolved to die. For this pur- 
pofe, making choice of the fame expedient which had 
been adopted by Seneca, he caufcd his veins to be opened: 
but he clofed them again, for a little time, that he might 
enjoy the converfation of his friends, who came to fee him 
in his laft moments. He deli red them, it is faid, to en¬ 
tertain him, not with difcourfes on the immortality of the 
foul, or the confolations of philofophv, but with agreea¬ 
ble tales, aud poetic galantries. Dildaining to imitate the 
fervilitv of thofe, who, dying by the orders of Nero, yet 
made him their heir, and (luffed their tellaments with en¬ 
comiums on the tyrant and his favorite, he broke to 
pieces a goblet of precious ftones, out of which he had 
commonly drank, that Nero, who he knew would feize 
upon it after his death, might not have the pleafure of 
uling it. As the only prefent fuitabie to fuch a prince, he 
fent lum, under a fealed cover, his Satyrlcsn, written pur- 
potely 
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pofcly againft him; and then broke his fignet, that it 
might not, after his death, become the means of accufa- 
tion againfl; the perfon in whofc cuftody it fhould be 

The Salyricon of Petronius is one of the moft curious 
productions in the Latin language. Novel in its nature, 
and without any parallel in the works of antiquity, fome 
have imagined it to be a fpurious compofition fabricated 
about the time of the revival of learning in Europe. This 
conjecture, however, is not more deftitute of fupport, 
than tepugnant to the moft circumftantial evidence in fa¬ 
vor of its authenticity. Others, admitting the work to be 
a production of the age of Nero, have queftioned the de- 
fign with which it was written, and have confequentl'y 
imputed to the author a moft immoral intention. Some 
of the feenes, incidents, and characters, are of fo extra¬ 
ordinary a nature, that the defeription of them, without 
a particular application, mull have been regarded as ex¬ 
tremely whimiical, and the work, notwithftanding its in¬ 
genuity, been doomed to perpetual oblivion : but hiftory 
juftifies the belief, that in the court of Nero, the extra¬ 
vagancies mentioned by Petronius were rcalifed to a de¬ 
gree which authenticates the reprefentation given of them. 
The inimitable character of Trimalchio, which exhibits 
a perfon funk in the moft debauched effeminacy, was 
drawn for Nero ; and we are allured, that there were 
formerly medals of that emperor, with thefe words, C. 
Nero Auguji. Imp. and on the reverfe, Trimalchio. The 
various characters are well diferiminated, and fupported 
with admirable propriety. Never was fuch licentioufnefs 
of defeription united to fuch delicacy of coloring. The 
force of the fatire conftfts not in poignancy of fentiment, 
but in the ridicule which arifes from the whimfical, but 
charaCteriftic 
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cbaracteriftic and faithful exhibition of the objedts intro¬ 
duced. That Nero was ftruck with the juftnefs of the 
reprefentation, is evident from the difpleafure which he 
fhowed, at finding Petronius fo well acquainted with his 
infamous excefies. After levelling his fufpicion at all who 
could poffibly betray him, he at laft fixed on a Senator’s 
wife, named Silia, who bore a part in his revels, and was 
an intimate friend of Petronius: upon which Hie was 
immediately feut into baniinment. Amongfr the jnifcel- 
laneous materials in this work, are fome pieces of poetry, 
written in an elegant tafte. A poem on the civil war be¬ 
tween Caefar and Pompey, is beautiful and animated. 

Though the Mufes appear to have been mofrly in a 
quiefeent ftate from the time of Auguftus, we find from 
Petronius Arbiter, who exhibits the manners of the capi¬ 
tal during the reign of Nero, that poetry Hill continued 
to be a favorite purfuit amongft the Romans, and to 
which, indeed, they feem to have had a national pro- 
penfity. 

- Eeee inter pocula qu/erunt 

Romulidee faluri, quid d:a pc'entata narreni. 

Persius, Sat. I. 

It was cultivated as a kind of fafhionable exercife, in fhort 
and defultorv attempts, in which the chief ambition was 
to produce verfes extempore. They were publicly recited 
by their authors with great oflentation, and a favorable 
verdict from an audience, however partial, and frequently 
obtained either by intrigue or bribery, was conftrued by 
thofe frivolous pretenders into a real adjudication of poe¬ 
tical feme. 

The cuftom of publicly reciting poetical compofirions,- 
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with the view of obtaining the opinion of the hearers con¬ 
cerning them, and for which purpofe Auguftus had built 
the Temple of Apollo, was well calculated for the im¬ 
provement of tafte and judgement, as well as the excite¬ 
ment of emulation ; but, conducted as it now was, it led 
to a general degradation of poetry. Barbarifms in lan¬ 
guage, and a corruption of tafte, were the natural confe- 
quences of this practice, while tfje judgement of the mul¬ 
titude was either blind or venal, and while public appro¬ 
bation fandtioned the crudities of hafty compolition. 
There arofe, however, in this period, fome candidates for 
the bays, who carried their efforts beyond the narrow li¬ 
mits which cuftorn and inadequate genius preferibed to 
the poetical exertions of their contemporaries. Amongft 
thefe were Lucan and Perlius. 

Lucan was the fon of Annaaus Mela, the brother of 
Seneca, the philofopher. He was born at Corduba, the 
original refidence of the family, but came 
early to Rome, where his promifing ta- 
lents, and the patronage of his uncle re¬ 
commended him to the favor of Nero ; by whom he was 
raifed to the dignity of an Augur and Quaeftor before lie 
had attained the ufual age. Prompted by the defire of 
difplaying his poetical abilities, he had the imprudence to 
engage in a competition with his imperial patron. The 
fubjeft chofen by Nero was the tragical fate of Niobc ;■ 
and that of Lucan was Orpheus. The cafe with which 
the latter obtained the viciorv in the conteft, excited the 
jeaiouiy of the emperor, who refoived upon depreffing 
his riling genius. With this view, he expofed him daily 
to the mortification of frclh infults, until at laft the 
poet’s refentment was fo much provoked, that he entered 
into the confpiracy of Pilo for cutting off the tyrant. 
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The plot being difcovered, there remained for the unfor* 
tunate Lucan no hope of pardon : and choofing the fame 
mode of death which was .employed by his uncle, he had 
his veins opened, while he fat in a warm bath, and ex¬ 
pired in pronouncing with great emphalis the following 
lines in his Pharfalia : 

*>'«*»■ 

F.miruU Untu. r rup-.i, ur.J.m -vans ; 

D' J.urfi f.ut tnimx uivirfi. in Tnbva 

U-refill- a;*.!, k . v .7 /«j vita pnem^ii 

KJ> J nja L1E. 1 n. 

• '■ Some authors have faid that he betrayed pufilianimity 
at the hour of death ; and that, to favc himfelf from pu- 
nifluuent, he accufed his mother of being involved in the 
confpiracy. This circumftance, however, is not men¬ 
tioned bv other writers, who relate, on the contrary, 
that he died with philofophical fortitude. He.was then 
only in the twenty-iixth year of his age. 

Lucan had fcarcely reached die age of puberty whcil 
he wrote a poem on the conteft between Hector and 
Achilles. He alfo compofed in his youth a poem on the 
burning of Rome ; but his only furviving work is the 
Pharfalia, written on the civil war between Catfar and 
Pompey. This poem, confifting of ten books, is unti- 
nifhed, and its character has been more depreciated titan 
that of any other production of antiquity. In the plan 
of the poem, the author profecutes the different events in 
the civil war, beginning his narrative at the paffage of 
the Rubicon by Ctefar. He invokes not the Mufes, nor 
engages any Gods in the difpute ; but endeavors to fup- 
port an epic dignity by vigor of fentiment, and fplendor 
of defeription. The horrors of civil war, and the im- 
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portance of a Cornell which was to defprmijie the fate of 
Rome and the empire of die world, are dilplayed with 
variety of coloring, and great energy of expreffion. In 
the dcfcriptiOjTi of fioenes, and the recital of heroic ac¬ 
tions, the author difeovers ,a ilroog and lively imagina'- 
tioji; while, in thofe parts of the work which arc adr 
dreffed either to tlje underllanding or the paffions,' he is 
bold, figurative, and animated. Indulging too much 
in amplification, be is apt to tire widi prolixity ; but in 
all his excursions be is ardent, elevated, imprclfivc, and 
ofiten brilliant. His v.eiiiiication has not die fmoothnefs 
vyhicli we admire in the compofitions of Virgil, and his 
language is often involved in die intricacies of technical 
conltru&iun: but with all his defects, his beauties are 
numerous; and he difeovers a greater degree of merit 
than is commonly found in the productions of a poet of 
twenty-fix years of age, at which time he died. 

PerGqs was bom at Volaterrte, of an Equcftrian fa¬ 
mily, about die beginning of the Chriflian trra. His 
father dying when he was fix years old, he 
was left to the care of his mother, for whom ^"fLccu^'* 
and for his .fillers, lie expreffes,the warm- 
ell affeCtion. At the age of twelve he came to Rome, 
where, after attending a courfc of grammar and rhetoric 
under the refpeCtive mailers of thofe parts of education, 
he placed himfclf under the tuition of Anna;us Comucus, 
a celebrated Stoic philofopher of that time. . There fub- 
fified between him and diis preceptor fo great a fi'iend- 
jfhip, that at his death, which happened in the twenty- 
ninth year of .his age, he bequeathed to Cornutus a hand- 
fomc fum of money, and his library. The latter, how¬ 
ever, accepting only of the books, left the money to Per- 
fius’s filters. 
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Prifcian, Quintilian, and other ancient writers, fpeait 
of Perfius’s Satires as confiding of a book, without any 
divifion. They have fince, however, been generally di¬ 
vided into fix different fatires, but by fome only into five. 
The fubjefts of thefe compofitions are, the vanity of the 
poets in his time ; the backwardnefs of youth to the 
cultivation of moral fcience ; ignorance and temerity in 
political adminidration, chiefly in allufion to the govern¬ 
ment of Nero : the fifth Satire is employed in evincing, 
that the wife man alone is free; in difcufling which 
point, the author adopts the obfervations ufed by Horace 
on the fame fubjeS. The lad Satire of Perfius is di- 
re<£led agamft avarice. In the fifth, we meet with a 
beautiful addrefs to Comutus, whom the author celebrates 
for his amiable virtues, and peculiar talents for teaching. 
The following lines, at die fame time that they fhow 
how diligently the preceptor and his pupil were employ¬ 
ed through the whole day in the cultivation of moral 
fcience, afford a more agreeable picture of domedic 
comfort and philofophical conviviality, than might be 
expected in the family of a rigid Stoic. 

Et tecum primal epulrt elecerpere uoBes. 

Uaem opus, isf requiem partter e/i/por.imus amio: 

Alque ’uerecur.da laxamus feria menja. 

The Satires of Perfius are written in a free, expoftu- 
latory, and argumentative manner; poffeffing the fame 
judnefs of fentiment with thofir of Horace, but exerted 
in the way of derffion, and not with the admirable rail¬ 
lery of that facetious author. They are regarded by 
many as obfeure; but this imputation arifes more from 
unacquaintance with the characters and manners to which 
the author alludes, than from any peculiarity either in 
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his language or compofition. His verification is harmo¬ 
nious ; and we have only to remark, in addition to fimi- 
lar examples in other Latin writers, that, though Perfius 
is acknowledged to have been both virtuous and modeft, 
there are in die fourth Satire a few paflages which can¬ 
not decently admit of being tranflated. Such was the 
freedom of the Romans, in the ufe of fome expreffions, 
which juft refinement has now exploded. 

Another poet, in this period, was Fabricius Veiento, 
•who wrote a fevere falire againft the priefts of his time ; 
as alfo one againft the Senators, for corruption in their 
judicial capacity. Nothing remains of either of diofe 
productions ; but, for the latter, the author was banifhed 
by Nero. There now likewife flourilhed a lyric poet, 
Csfius Baffus, to whom Perfius has addrefted his fixth 
Satire. He is faid to have been, next to Horace, the beft 
lyric poet among the Romans: but of his various com- 
pofitions, only a few inconfiderable fragments are pre- 
ferved. To the two poets now mentioned muft be added 
Pomponius Secundus, a man of diftiuguiflied rank in the 
army, and who obtained the honor of a triumph for a 
victory over a nation of barbarians in Germany. He 
wrote feveral tragedies, which, in the judgment of Quin¬ 
tilian, were beautiful compofitions. 
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I. THE race of the Caefars became extindt in Nero ; 
an event intimated before by various figns, two of which 
are particularly remarkable for their pofitive indication. 
Formerly as Livia, after her marriage with Auguftus, was 
going to a country-feat which fhe had near Veii, an eagle 
flying by, let drop upon her lap a hen, with a fprig of 
laurel in her mouth, juft as he had feized her. Livia 
gave orders to have the ben taken care of, and the laurel 
fprig let; and there came from her fuch a numerous brood 
of chickens, that the > illa to this dav goes by the name 
of the Villa at the Hens. The laurel fpread fo confider- 
ably, that the Cffl’ars, in their triumphs, procured thence 
their laurel crowns. It was a cuftom conftantly obferv- 
ed, to plant others in the place upon that occafion ; and 
a remark was made, that, a little before the death of each 
prince, the tree which had been fet by him died. But in 
the '.aft year of Nero, the whole plantation of laurels per- 
iihed to the very roots, and the hens all died. About the 
fame time, the temple of the Caftars being ftruck witli 
lightning, the heads of all the ftatues in it fell off atonce ; 
and Auguftu5’s feeptre was dallied out of his hands. 

II. Nero was fucceeded hv Galba, who was not in 
the remote!! degree allied to the family of the Caifars, but 
without doubt of very noble e'xtradlion, being delccnded 
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of a great and ancient family, as who always ufed to put 
among!! his other titles upon the bafes of his ftatues, his 
being great-grandfon to Q^Catulus Capitolinus. And 
when he came to be emperor, he fet up the images of his 
anceftors in the atrium* of the palace; accordingto the titles 
of which he carried up his pedigree on the father’s fide to 
Jupiter ; and by die mother’s to Pafiphae, Minos’s queen. 

III. To give even a fhort account of the whole family, 
would be tedious. . I fliall therefore only flightly notice 
that branch of it from which he was defcendcd. For 
what reafon, or whence the firfl of the Sulpieit that had 
the cognomen of Galba, was fo called, is uncertain. Some 
are of opinion, that it was becaufe he fet fire to a city in 
Spain, after he had a long time attacked it to no purpofe, 
with torches dipped in the juice of the Syrian cane called 
Galbanum : others faid he was fo named, becaufe, in a 
tedious indifpofition, he made ufe of a remedy wrapped 
up in. die wool called Galbeu.m : others, becaufe he was 
a very fat man, l'uch a one being called in the Gallic 
tongue Galba; or finally,, on account of his being of 
the oppofite habjt'of body, very llender, lii.c rhofe infects 
which breed in a fort of oak, and are called Galbte. Scr r 

* The Atrium, or Aula, was the court or hall of a lioufe, 
the entrance to which was by the principal door, ft appears 
t6 have been a large oblong fquare, furrounded ■,». ith covered 
or arched galleries. Three fides of the Atrium were fcpport- 
ed by pillars, in later times, of marble. The fije oppofite to 
the gate was called Tablinum ; and the other two fides, Ahc. 
The Tablinum contained books, and the records of what any 
one had done in his magiftracy. In the Atrium the nuptial 
couch was erected; and here the miltrefs of the family, with 
her maid-fervants, wrought at fpinning and weaving; which, 
in the time of the ancient Romans, was their principal em¬ 
ployment. 

K k 3 gius 
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gius Galba, a man of Conl'ular rank, and the moll elo¬ 
quent of his time, gave a luftre to the family. Hiftory 
relates, that, when he was Pro-Praetor of Spain, he per- 
fidioully put to the fword thirty thoufand Lufitanians, 
and by that means gave occafion to the war of Viriatus. 
His grandfon being incenfed againft Julius Ctefar, whofe 
lieutenant he had been in Gaul, becaufe he was through 
him difappoir.ted of the Confulfhip, joined with Caflius 
and Brutus in the confpiracy againft him, for which he 
was condemned by the Pedian law. From him were do- 
feended the grandfather and father of die emperor Galba. 
The grandfather was more celebrated for his application 
to ftudy, than for any figure he made in the government. 
For he rofe no higher than the Prtetorftiip, but publilhcd 
a large and not uninterefting hiftory. His father attained 
to the Confullhip: he was a Ibort man and hump-back 
ed, but a tolerable orator, and an induftrious pleader. He 
was twice married : the firft of his wives was Mummia 
Achaica, daughter of Catulus, and great-grand-daugh¬ 
ter of L. Mummius, who deftroyed Corinth; and the 
other, Livia Ocellina, a very rich and beautiful woman* 
by whom it is l'uppofed he was courted'for the noblenefs 
of his defeent. They fay, that ihe was farther ftimulated 
to take him for her hulband, by an incident which evinced 
a great ingenuoufnefs in bis difpofition. Upon her preff- 
ing him in private with a propofal of marriage, he ftrip- 
ped off his Toga, and fhewed her the deformity of his per- 
fon, that he might not be thought to impofe upon her. 
He had by Achaica two fons, Caius and Sergius. The 
elder of thefe, Caius, having very much reduced his eftate, 
retired from town, and being prohibited by Tiberius from 
.landing a candidate for the Confullhip in his year, put 
an end to bis own life. 


IV. Th 
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IV. The emperor Sergius Galba was born in the Con- 
fulfhip of M. Valerius MelTala, and Cn. Lentulus, upon 
the ninth of the Calends of January, in a country-houfe 
upon a hill, near Terracina, on the left fide of the road 
to Fundi. Being adopted by his (lep-inother, he aflumed 
the name of Livius, with the cognomen of Ocella, and 
a new prtenomen ; for he afterwards made ufc of Lucius, 
inftead of Sergius, until he arrived at the imperial dignity. 
It is well known, that when he came once, amongft other 
boys of his own age, to pay his refpedts to Auguflus, the 
latter, flroaking his cheek, faidto him, “And thou, child, 
too, wilt tafte of our imperial dignity.” Tiberius likewife 
being told that he would come to be emperor, but in an ad¬ 
vanced age, faid upon it, “ Let him live then, fince that 
concerns me nothing.” When his grandfather was offer¬ 
ing facrifice to avert fome ill omen from lightning, the 
entrails of the vidtim were fnatched out of his hand by 
an eagle, and carried off into an oak-tree loaded with 
acorns. Upon this the foothfayers faid, that the family 
would cometo be matters of the empire, but not until many 
years had elapfed : at which he fmiling faid, “ Ay, when 
a mule has a foal.” When Galba firft declared againft 
Nero, nothing gave him fo much confidence of fuccefs, 
as a mule’s happening at that time to have a foal. And 
y/hilft all others expreffed their abhorrence of it as a moft 
inaufpicious prodigy, he alone regarded it as a very hap¬ 
py omen, calling to mind the facrifice and faying of his 
grandfather. When he took upon him the manly habit, 
lie dreamt that the Goddcls Fortune faid to him, “ I ftand 
hcforc your door quite tired ; and unlefs I am admitted 
forthwith, I lliall be a prey to the firft comer.” Upon 
his awaking, opening the door of his houfe, he found a 
brazen ftatue of the goddefs, above a cubit long, clofe 
by the thrcihoM, and carried it with him to Tufculum, 
K k 4 where 
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where lie ufed to pafs the Cummer feafon ; where hav¬ 
ing-confec rated it in an apartment of his lioufe, he ever 
after worfhipped it by monthly fupplications, and an an- 
nrverfary vigil. Though but a very young man, he 
kept up an ancient but obfolete cuftom, and now no where 
obferved, except in his own family, which was, to have 
his freedmen and Haves appear in a body before him twice 
a day, morning and evening, to pay their refpects to him. 

V. Amortgft other liberal Andies, he applied himfelf to 
the law. He married Lepida, by whom he had two 
fons ; but the mother and children all dving, he continued 
a widower; nor could he be prevailed upon to marry 
again, not even Agrippina herfelf, at that time left a wi¬ 
dow by the death of Dominos; who had endeavored by 
every artifice to draw him to her embraces, whilft he was 
a married man ; infomuch that his mother Lepida, in the 
prefence of feveral married women, fcoldcd her for it, 
and even proceeded to beat her. He paid 111cft of all his 
court to Livia Augufta, by whole favor, whilft flic was 
living, he made a conlidcrable figure, and had like to 
have been enriched by the will which flic left at her 
death; in which file diftinguifhed him from the reft of 
the legatees, by a legacy of fifty millions of fefterccs. 
But bccaufe the fum was exprefled in figures, and not in 
words at length, it was reduced by her heir Tiberius, to 
five hundred tfcoufand ; and even this he never received*. 

* Suetonius feems to have forgotten, that, according to 
his own teftimonv, this legaev, as well as thofe left by Tibe¬ 
rius, was paid bv Caligula. “ Lt~ma ex teftamentt Tibcrii , 
quaajqvam abolite, fed et Julies Acvvflee, quad Tiba ius fip- 
trejfcrat, cam F.de., ac fine calumnia rep erfentata perfifoit.*' 

Vita Calig. c. xvi. 

VI. Being 
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VI. Bin'ng advanced to public pods in the government, 
before the age required for it by law, in his Prsetorfhip, 
at the celebration of games in honor of the goddefs Flora, 
he entertained with a new fight of elephants walking up¬ 
on ropes. He then governed the province of Aquitain 
for near a year, and foon after had an ordinary ConfuU 
Ihip, which he held fix months. It fo happened that he 
fucceeded L. Domitius, the father ot Nero, and was fuc- 
ceeded by Salvius Otho, father to the emperor of that 
name ; which looked like a prefage of his future advance¬ 
ment to the empire, betwixt the Ions of thefc two men. 
Being appointed by C. Csefar to fucceed Gaetulicus, the 
day after his> arrival at the army, he put a flop to their clap 
ping of hands in a folemn public diverfion, by giving out 
this fcntencc for the watch-word, “ That they fhould 
keep their hands within their cloaks.” Immediately upon 
•which, the following verfe became very common in the 
camp. 

Difer, milts, militate: Galba eft, non G.eishcus. 

SuMicrt, learn the ufc of arms: ’tis Galba, not Gtetulieus. 

With equal flriiflnefs, he would allow of no petitions for 
leave to be abfent from the camp. He hardened the 
loldiers, botli old and young, with conflant exercilc ; and 
having quickly reduced within their proper bounds the bar¬ 
barians, who had made inroads into Gaul, upon Caius’s 
coming into Germany, he fo far recommended liimfclf 
ami Itis army to that emperor’s approbation, that, among ft 
the innumerable troops drawn from all the provinces of 
the empire, none met with higher commendation, or 
greater rewards from him. He likewife diftinguifhed 
hiinfelf by appearing at the head of a military procefiion, 
with a lhield in his hand, and then running by the em¬ 
peror’s chariot twenty miles together. 


VII. Up 
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VII. Upon die news of Caius’s death, though many 
earneftly prefled him to lay hold of that opportunity of 
feizing the empire, he chofe rather to be quiet. On this 
account, he was in great favor with Claudius, and being 
received into the number of his friends, flood fo high in 
his good opinion, that the Britiih expedition was for 
fome time fufpended, upon the occaflon of his being fud- 
denly feized with fome flight indifpofltion. He governed 
Africa in the quality of Pro-Conful for two years; being 
chofen out of courfe to fettle the date of that province, 
which was in great diforder from civil diflenflons, and 
the alarms of the barbarians. He difplayed upon this oc¬ 
caflon the utmoft ftri&nefs and juftice even in matters of 
fmall conflderadon. A foldier upon fome expedition be¬ 
ing charged with felling, in a great fcancity of corn, a 
modius of wheat, which was all he had left, for a hurir 
dred denarii, he forbid him to be relieved by any body, 
when he came to be in want himfelf; and accordingly he 
died of famine. In the adminiftration of juftice, a caufe 
being brought before him about fopne beaft of burden, 
the property of which was claimed by two perfons, the 
proof being on both fides trifling, and the truth uncertain, 
he ordered the beaft to be led, with his head muffled-up, tp 
a pond at which he had ufed to be watered, the covering 
to be there removed from his head, and that he fhould be 
the property of the perfon,' to whofe houfc, after drinking, 
he fhould return. 

VIII. For the achievements performed by him, both 
at that time in Africa, and formerly in Germany, hd re¬ 
ceived the triumphal ornaments, aud three prieft’s offices, 
oneamengft the fifteen, another amongft the Sodalcs Titii , 
and a third amongft the Augujialcs ; and from that time 
to the middle of Nero’s reign, he lived for the nioft part 
retired. He never went abroad fo much as to take the 
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air, without a chariot attending him, in which there was 
a million of fefterces in gold, until at laft Hifpania Tar- 
raconenfis was offered him, at that time living in the town 
of Fundi. After his arrival in the province, whilft he was 
at facrifice in a temple, a boy who attended with a con¬ 
fer, became all on a fudden grey-headed. This incident 
was regarded by fome as a token of an approaching revo¬ 
lution in the government, and that an old man would 
fucceed a young one : that is, that he would fuccced 
Nero. And not long after, a thunderbolt falling into the 
lake of Cantabria, twelve axes were found in it; a mani T 
fed figrj of the fupreme power, 

IX. He governed the province during eight years, with 
great variety and unfleadinefs of conduCt; being at fird 
brifk, and indeed exceffively fevere in the punifhment of 
delinquents. For a banker having committed fome fraud 
in the way of his bulinefs, he cut off his hands, and 
nailed them to his table. Another who had poifoned an 
orphan, to whom he was guardian, and next heir to the 
eftate, he crucified. When this delinquent implored the 
protection of the law, and cried out that he was a Roman 
citizen, as if he intended to comfort him under his afflic¬ 
tion, and alleviate his punifhment, by a mark of honor 
conferred upon him, he ordered him a new crofs, higher 
than ufual, and whitened. By degrees he gave hi uielf 
pp to a life of indolence and inactivity, from the fear of 
giving Nero any occafion of jealoufy, andbccaufe, as ho 
pled to fay, “ No body was obliged to he accountable for 
want of bufinefs.” Whilft he was holding the aftizes at 
New Carthage, he received advice of the infurreCtion in 
GauL; upon which account the lieutenant of Aquitain 
folicited his afliftance ; hut letters were foon after brought 
him from Vindcx, requefting of him “ to affert tb^-sights 
of mankind, and put hiuifelf at their head to rdievp them 
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from the tyranny of Nero.” Without demurring long 
upon the fubjcfl, he complied with- the invitation, from a 
mixture of fear and hope. For he had dilcovered that 
private orders had been fentby Nero to his procurators in 
the province to get him difpatched ; and he was encou¬ 
raged to the enterprife, as well by feveral aufpices and 
omens, as by the prophecy of a young woman of good 
quality ; and the more fo, becaufe the prieft of Jupiter at 
Ciunia, by intimation given him in a dream, had difco- 
vered in the inner part of the temple the very fame verfes 
with tliofe in which flic had delivered her prophecy ; 
which had likewife been uttered by another young woman, 
infpired about two hundred years before. The import of 
the verfes was, “ That in time, Spain ilrould give the 
world a lord and mafter.” 

X- Mounting the bench therefore,. under pretence of 
fitting for the nisnumifmg of .flaves, having fet up before 
him the ftatues of feveral who had beeu condemned and 
put to death by Nero, whilft a noble youth flood by, who 
had been baniihed, and whom he had purpoi'cly lent for 
from one of the neighboring Balearic ifles, he lamented tile 
condition of the times; and being thereupon unanimoufly 
Allured by the title of Emperor, hepublicly declared himfelf 
“ only the Lieutenant of the Senate and people of" Rome.” 
Then proclaiming a vacation, he raifed out of die com¬ 
monalty of the province legions and auxiliary troops, be- 
fldes his old army coniiAing of one legion, two bodies of 
horfe, and three Angle battalions of foor. Out of die prin¬ 
cipal men in the army, moft confideral.le forage and pru¬ 
dence, he formed a kind of Seriate, with whom to advife 
upon all matters of importance, as often as occafiou 
fhould require. He likewife chole feveral young men of 
the Equeftrian Order, who were to be allowed the privi¬ 
lege of wearing a gold ring, but, under die tide ol Eva- 
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caii, fliould keep guard before his bed-chamber, in (lead 
of the foldiers. He likewife iffued proclamations through¬ 
out the provinces of the empire, exhorting all to rife in 
arms unanimoufly, and affift the common caufe, by all 
the ways and means in their power. About the fame 
time, in fortifying a town, which he had pitched upon 
for the feat of war, a ring was found, of antique work- 
manfhip, in the ftone of which was engraved the Goddcfs 
Vidlory with a trophy. Prefently after, a (hip of Alex¬ 
andria arrived at Dertofa, loaded with arms, without any 
perfon to fleer it, or fo much as one failor or paflenger 
on board. From this incident, no body entertained the 
lead doubt, but the war upon which they were entering 
was juft and honorable, and favored likewife by the 
Gods ; when all on afudden the whole defign had like to 
have been unexpectedly blafted. One of the two bodies 
of horfe, repenting of the violation of their oath to Nero, 
attempted to defert him upon his approach to the camp ; 
and were with fome difficulty kept in their duty. And 
fome (laves who had been prefented to him by a freedman 
of Nero’s, on purpofe to murder him, had like to have 
killed him as he went through a narrow pafiage to the 
bath. Being overheard to encourage one another not to 
lofe the opportunity, they were called to an account con¬ 
cerning it; and by recourfe to the torture, a conteffion 
was extorted from them. 

XI. Thcfe dangers were followed by the death of Vin- 
dex, at which being extremely difeouraged, as if fortune 
had quite forfaken him, lie had thoughts of putting an end 
to his own life ; but receiving advice by his meffengers 
from Rome that Nero was (lain, and that all had taken 
an oath to him as emperor, he laid aiidc the title of Lieu¬ 
tenant, and took upon him that of Ctefar. Putting him- 
felf upon his march with his general’s cloak on, and a 
6 dagger 
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dagger hanging from his neck before his breaft, he d-d 
not refnme the ufe of the Toga, until Nymphjdius Sa- 
binus, commander of the guards at Rome, with the two 
lieutenants, Fonteius Capito in Germany, and Claudius 
Macer in Africa, who oppofed his eftablilhment, were all 
fupprefied. 

XII. A rumor of his cruelty and avarice had reached 
the city before his arrival; as that he had punched fome 
cities of Spain and Gaul, for not joining him readily, by 
the impofition of heavy taxes, and fome by levelling their 
walls ; and had put to death the governors and procu¬ 
rators with their wives and children : likewife that a 
golden crown, of fifteen pound weight, taken out of 
the temple of Jupiter, with which he was prefented by 
the Tarraconians, he had melted down, and had exaiflcd 
from them three ounces that were wanting in the weight. 
This report of him was confirmed and encreafed, as foon 
as he entered the town. For fome rowers belonging to 
the fleet, who had been taken into the troops by Nero, 
he would oblige to return to their former condition ; but 
they refufing to comply, and obftinately demanding to 
continue in the fervice in which they were, he not only 
difperfed them by a body of horfe let loofe upon them, 
but likewife executed every tenth man amongft them. He 
aifo broke a battalion of Germans, which had been form¬ 
ed by the preceding emperors, for the guard of their per- 
fms, and upon many occafions found very faithful, and 
fent them back into their own country, wichout giving 
them any gratuity ; pretending that they were more in¬ 
clined to favor the advancement of Cn. Dolabella, near 
whofe gardens they had their encampment, than his own. 
The following particulars likewife were related concern¬ 
ing him, in the way of ridicule; but whether with or 
without 
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without foundation, I know not: as that, upon the ferv- 
ing up of a handfome fupper, he fetched a deep groan : 
that when one of the ftewards prefented him with a 
fhort draught of his accounts, he reached him from his 
table a dilh of foop, for his care and diligence ; and 
when Canus the piper had played much to his fatisfadtion, 
he prefented him, with his own hand, five denarii taken 
out of his own pocket. 

XIII. His arrival therefore in town was not very agree¬ 
able to the people ; and this appeared at the next public 
diverfton. For when the farce-a&ors began their noted 
fong, 

Venit, io, Simus a villa: 

See Flatnofe come from rural plains ; 
all the fpe&ators, with one voice, went on with the reft, 
repeating and adling the firft verfe feveral times over. 

XIV. He acquired the empire with more favor and au¬ 
thority than he managed it, though he neverthelefs gave 
many proofs of his being an excellent prince : but thefe 
were not fo grateful to the people, as his mifconducl was 
offenfive. He was governed by three favorites, who, be- 
caufe they refided at court, and were conflantly about 
him, obtained the name of his pedagogues. Thefe were 
Titus Vinius his lieutenant in Spain, a man of a difpofi- 
tion extremely covetous ; Cornelius Laco, who, from an 
afleflbr to the prince, was advanced to be commander of 
the guards, a perfon of intolerable arrogance, as well as 
indolence; his freedman Icclus, dignified a little before 
with the privilege of wearing the gold ring, and the ufe 
of the cognomen Martianus, who was now a candidate 
for the higheft honor within the reach of any perfon of 
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the Equefraaa Order. He rejigned.himfejf fo implicitly 
into the power of ihofe three favorites, who go veined,jin 
every thing according to the capricious impulfe of their 
vices and tempers, and his authority was fo much ahufed 
by them, that the tenor of his conduct was not very con¬ 
fident with kfelf. At one rime, he . was more rigorous 
and frugal, at another, more laviih and .negligent, than 
became a prince who had been chojen bv the ..people, and 
was fo far advanced in years. He condemned fome men 
of the firft rank in the Senatorial! and Equeftrisn Orders, 
upon a very flight fufpicion, and without trial. He rare¬ 
ly granted the freedom of the city to any one ; and die 
privilege belonging to fuch as had three children, only to 
one or two; and that with great difficulty, and.only for 
a limited time. Wh?n the judges petitioned to have a fixth 
decury added to their number, he not only denied them, 
but abolished the vacation which hail been'granted them 
for the winter, and the beginning of die year. 

XV. It was thought that he likewife intended to re¬ 
duce the offices held t>y Senators and men of the Equef- 
trian Order, to a term of two years’ continuance ; and to 
difpofe of them to none but fiich as were unwilling to ac¬ 
cept of diem, and had refufed them. All the grants of 
Nero he recalled, faving only to the proprietors the tenth 
part. For this purpofe fig gave a-commifiion to fifty Ro¬ 
man knights ; with orders, that if players or wrefllers had 
fold what had been formerly given them, it fhould be ex¬ 
acted from the purchafors, fince the others, having, no 
doubt, fpent the money, were not in a condition to pay. 
But on the other hand, he fuffered his attendants and 
freedmen to fell or give away the revenue of the ftate, or 
immunities from taxes, and to punifh the innocent, or 
pardon criminals, at pleafure. Nay when the Roman 
people 
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people were Very clamorous for the punilhment of Halo- 
tus and Tigellinus, two of the mod: mifchievous amongft 
all the emiflaries of Nero, he protected them, and even 
dignified Halotus with a commiflion for one of the bell 
procurations in his difpofal. And in favor of Tigellinus, 
he, by a proclamation, reprimanded the people for their 
cruelty. 

XVI. By this conduct, he incurred the hatred of all 
Orders of the people, but efpeciaily the foldiery. For his 
commanders having promifed them in his name a dona¬ 
tive upon their taking the oath to him before his arrival 
in the city; he refufed to make it good, and now and 
then faid, “ that he ufed to choofe his foldiers at pleafure, 
not buy them.” Thus the foldiers every where became 
exafperated againft him. The guards he alarmed with 
apprehenfions of danger and unworthy treatment; cafliier- 
ing occaiionally many of them as difafFe&ed to his go¬ 
vernment, and favorers of Nymphidius. But moft of all, 
the army in Upper Germany was incenfed againft him, 
at being defrauded of the rewards due to them for the 
fervice they had rendered in the infurre&ion of the Gauls 
under Vindex. They therefore firft ventured to oppofe 
the new emperor, refilling upon the Calends of January 
to take an oath to any but the Senate; and immediately 
difpatched deputies to the Praetorian troops, to let them 
know, “ they did not like the emperor who had been fct 
up in Spain,” and to defire that “ they would make 
choice of another, fuch as might meet with the approba¬ 
tion of all the armies.” 

XVII. Upon receiving intelligence of this, imagining 
that he was flighted, not fo much on account of his age, 
as the want of children, he immediately Tingled out of a 
company of young perfons of rank, who came to pay 

L 1 thei r 
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their refpedh to him, Pifo Frugi Licinianus, a youth o 
noble defcent and fine talents, for whom he had before 
contracted fuch a regard, that he had appointed him in his 
will the heir both of his eftate and name. Him he now 
ftyled his fen, and taking him to the camp,, adopted him 
in the prefence of an affembly of troops, but without 
making any mention of a donative. This circumftance 
afforded the better opportunity to M. Salvius Otho of ac- 
complithing his defign fix days after the adoption. 

XVIII. Many remarkable prodigies, which happened 
ever fince the beginning of his reign, forewarned him of 
his approaching fare. In every town through which he 
palled in his way from Spain to Rome, victims were flain 
on the right and left of him ; and one of thefe, which was 
a bull, being frightened with the ftroke of an ax, broke the 
rope with which he was tied, and running flraight againfl 
his chariot, with his fore-feet elevated, befpattered him all 
over with blood. Likewife as he was alighting, one of 
the guard, being pufhed forward by the crowd, had very 
near wounded him with his lance. And upon his enteri ng 
the city and the palace, he was received with an earthquake, 
and a noife like the lowing of cattle. Thefe figns of ill-for¬ 
tune were followed by fome that were Hill more apparently 
fuch. Out of all his treafure he had culled a necklace of 
pearls and jewels, to adorn with it his image of Fortune at 
Tufculum. But, on a fudden, as if it deferved to be dif- 
pofed of in a more auguft place, he confecratcd it to 
Venus in the Capitol: and next night, he .dreamt that 
Fortune appeared to him, complaining diat fhe had been 
defrauded of the prefent intended her, and threatening to 
refume what ihe had given him. Terrified at this de¬ 
nunciation, about break of day he fent fome perfons be¬ 
fore him to Tufculum, 10 make preparations for a facri- 
fice which might avert the diipleafure of the Goddefs; 
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and when he himfelf arrived at the place, he found no¬ 
thing but fome hot embers upon the altar, and an old man 
in black {landing by, holding in a glafs fome incenfe, and 
fome wine in an earthen pot. It was remarked, too, that 
whiht he was facriticing upon the Calends of January, 
his crown fell from his head, and upon his confulting the 
pullets in the way of augury, they flew away. Farther, 
upon the day of his adopting Pifo, when he was to 
harangue the foldiers, the feat which he ufed upon thofe 
occafions, through the neglect of his attendants, was not 
placed, according to cuftom, upon his tribunal; and in 
the Senate-houfe, his curule chair was fet with the back 
forward. 

XIX. The day before he was flain, as he was facri- 
ficing in the morning, the footh-fayer warned him now 
and then to be upon his guard, for that he was in danger 
of being affaflinated, and that in a lliort time. Soon 
after, he was informed, that Otlio was in pofieflion of the 
camp. And though molt of his friends advifed him to 
repair thither immediately, in hopes that he might quell 
the tumult by his authority and prefence, he rel'olved to 
do nothing more than keep clofe within the palace, and 
fecure himfelf by guards of the legionary foldiers, who 
were encamped in different parts about the town. He 
put on a linen coat of defence, however; remarking, at 
the fame time, that it would avail him little againfl: the 
points of fo many fwords. But being tempted out by 
falfc rumors, which the confpirators had purpofely fpread 
to make him venture abroad, fome perfuns about him too 
haftily affuring him that the tumult was ceafcd, the mu¬ 
tineers all fuppreffed, and the reft coming to congratulate 
him, refolved to continue firm in their obedience; he 
went out to meet them with that affurance, that upon a 
LI2 fiddler’* 
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foldier’s boafting that he had killed Otho, he alked him 
“ by what authority?” and went on as far as the Forum. 
There the horfe, appointed to difpatch him, making 
their way through the crowd, upon feeing him at a di- 
ftance, halted a while; after which galloping up to him, 
now abandoned by all his attendants, they put him to 
death. 

XX. Some authors fay, that upon their firft approach 
he cried out “ What do you mean, Fellow-foldiers ? I am 
yours, and you are mine,” and promifed them a donative : 
but the generality of writers relate, that he forwardly of¬ 
fered his throat, and faidto them, “ Do your work, and 
ftrike, ft nee you are refolved upon it.” It is remarkable, 
that not one of thofe who were by, ever offered to affift 
the emperor; and all that were lent for, flighted the 
fummons, excepting only a battalion of troops from 
Germany. They, in confideraiion of his late kindnefs 
in fhow ing them particular attention during a fteknefs 
which prevailed in the camp, made all poflible hafle to 
his afliftance, but came too late; for being not fufliciently 
acquainted with the town, they bad taken a circuitous 
rout. He was flain near the Cunian Lake, and there left, 
until a common foldier returning from the receipt of corn, 
throwing down the load which he carried, cut off his 
head. There being upon it no hair, by which he might 
hold it, he put it in his lap ; but afterwards rhrufting his 
thumb into the mouth, he carried it in that manner to Otho. 
The latter gave it to the drudges and flaves that attended 
the loldiery ; and they, fixing it upon the point of a fpear, 
carried it with much abulive merriment round the camp, 
crying out as they went along, “ Enjoy thyfelf, Galha, 
now in thy old age.” They had been excited to this 
rude way of banter, by a report l'pread a few da vs before. 
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that, upon fome-body's commending liis perfon as dill 
florid and vigorous, he replied, 

Eti fiat jivio' zuitzoov zahv. 

My firength as yet feels no decay. 

A freedman of Patrobius’s, who himfelf had been Nero’?, 
pnrehafed the head from them at the price of a hundred 
gold pieces, and threw it into the place where by Galba’s 
order his patron had been put to death. At laft, after 
fome time, his fteward Argius buried'it, with the rell of 
his body, in his own gardens near the Aurelian way. 

XXI. In perfon, he was of a good fizc, bald before, 
blue-eyed, crook-nofed, and his hands and feet were lb 
diftorted with the gout, that he could neither endure a fhoc, 
nor turn over, or fo much as hold a book. He had likc- 
wife an excrefccnce in his right fide, which hung down to 
that degree, that it was with difficulty kept up by a bandage. 

XXII. He is reported to have been a great eater, and 
tifually took his breakfaft in the winter-time before day. 
At fupper he fed fo heartily, that he would give of the re¬ 
lics of his plate by handfuls to be diftributed amor.gft the 
waiters. He was in his lull more inclined to the male 
fex, and fuch of them too as were old. It is faid of him, 
that in Spain, when Icelus, an old catamite of his. 
brought him the news of Nero’s death, he not only killed 
him heartily before company, hut begged of him to re¬ 
move all impediments, and then took him afide into a pri¬ 
vate apartment. 

XXIII. He loft his life in the feventy-third year of his 
age, and the feventh month of his reign. The Senate, as 
foon as they could with fafety, oidcred a ftatue to be 
Crcflcd foi him upon the pillar called Rifirata, in that 
L 1 3 part 
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part of the Forum where he was flain. But Vcfpafian 
cancelled the decree, upon a fufpicion that he had fent 
aflaffins from Spain into Judea to murder him. 


Galba was, of a private man, the moll wealthy of any 
that had ever afpired to the imperial dignity. He valued 
himfelf upon his being defcended from the family of the 
Servii, but frill more upon his relation to Catulus 
Capilolinus, celebrated for integrity and virtue. He was 
likewife diftaptly related to Livia, the wife of Auguftus ; 
by whofe intereft he was preferred from the ftation which 
he held in the palace, to the dignity of Conful, and who 
left him a great legacy at her death. His parfimonious 
way of living, and his averfion to all fuperfluity or excefs, 
were conftrued into avarice as foon as he became empe¬ 
ror ; whence Plutarch obferves r that the pride which he 
took in his temperance and economy was unfeafonable. 
While he endeavored to reform the profufion of the pub¬ 
lic money, which prevailed in the reign of Nero, he rdn 
into the oppofite extreme ; and it is objected to him by 
fome hiilorians, that he maintained not the imperial digni¬ 
ty in a degree conftftent even with decency. He was not 
fufficiendy attentive either to his own fecurity or the tran¬ 
quillity of the State, when he refufed to pay the foldiers 
the donative which he had promifed them. This breach 
of faith feems to be the only a6t in his life that affefls 
his integrity; and it contributed more to his ruin than 
even the odium which he incurred, by the open venality 
and rapacioufnefs of his favorites, particularly Vinius. 


M. SALVIUS 
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I. THE anceftors of Otho were originally of the town 
of Ferentum, of an ancient and honorable family, and in¬ 
deed one of the moll confiderable in Etruria. His grand¬ 
father M. Salvius Otho, (whofe father was a Roman 
knight, but his mother of mean extraction, for it is not 
certain whether flie was free-born) by the favor of Livia 
Augufta, in whofe boufe he had his education, was made 
a Senator, but never rofe higher than the Pratorfhip. 
His father, L. Otho, was by the mother’s fide nobly de- 
feended, allied to feveral great families, fo dearly beloved 
by Tiberius, and fo much refemblcd him in the face, that 
mod people believed he was the father of him. He 
behaved with great ftridtncfs and feveritv, not only in the 
city-offices, but in the Proconfulate of Africa, and fomc 
extraordinary commiffions in the armv. He had the 
courage to punilh with death fome foldiers in Illyricum, 
who, in the difturbance attempted by Camillas, upon 
changing their minds, had put to the fword their com¬ 
manders, as promoters of that infurredlion againfl Clau¬ 
dius. He ordered the execution to be before his tent, 
under his own eyes ; though he knew they had been ad¬ 
vanced to higher pods in the army by Claudius, on that 
very account. By this action he acquired fame, but lcf- 
fened his intereft at court; which however he foon reco¬ 
vered, by difeovering to Claudius a defign upon his life, 
carried on by a Roman knight, and which he had learnt 
L 1 4 from 
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from fome of his Haves. For the Senate ordered a ftatue 
of him to be eredted in the palace ; an honor that had 
been conferred bur upon very few before him. And 
Claudius advanced him to the dignity of a Patrician, 
commending him at the fame time in the higheft terms, 
and concluding with thefe words, “ A man, than whom 
I don’t fo much as with to have children that fhould be 
better.” He had two fons by a very noble woman, Al- 
bia Terentia, viz. L. Tkianus, and a younger called 
Marcus, who had the fame cognomen with himfelf. He 
had alfo a daughter, whom he contracted to Drufus, 
Germanicus’s fon, before fhe was of marriageable age. 

II. The emperor Otho was bom upon the fourth of 
the Calends of May, in the Confulfhip of Camillus Ar- 
runtius and Domitius ^Enobarbus. He was from his 
earlieft youth fo riotous and wild, that he was often fe- 
verely fcourged by his father. He was laid to run about 
in the night-time, to feize upon any one he met, that was 
either drunk or too feeble to make reiiftance, and tofs 
him in a blanket. After his father’s death, to make his 
court the more effe&ually to a ftcedwoman about the 
palace, who was in great favor, he pretended to be in love 
with her, though {he was old, and almoft decrepit. Hav¬ 
ing by her means got into Nero’s good graces, he foon 
became one of his principal favorites, by the conformity 
of his difpofition to that of the emperor; or, as fome fay, 
by a cuftomary praCJice of mutual pollution. He had fo 
great a fway at court, that when a man of Confular rank 
was condemned for bribery, having tampered with him 
for a large fum of money, to procure his pardon, before 
he had quite effected it, he fcrupled not to introduce him 
into the Senate, to return his thanks. 


III. Being 
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III. Being now made privy to all the emperor’s fecrets, 
upon the dav defigned for the murder of his mother, he 
entertained them hoth at a very iplendid feaft, to prevent 
l'ufpicion. Popptca Sabina, whom Nero being in love 
with had taken from her hufband, and committed to his 
truft, he received under pretence of marrying her. And 
not fatisfied with debauching her, he loved her fo extra¬ 
vagantly, that he could not with patience bear Nero for 
his rival. It is however believed, he not only refufed to 
admit thofe fent by Nero to fetch her, but that he once 
fliut him out, and kept him Handing before the door, mix¬ 
ing prayers and menaces in vain, and demanding back 
again what was entrufted to his keeping. His pretended 
marriage therefore being diffolved, he was fent lieutenant 
into Lufitania. That treatment of him was thought fuf- 
licicntly fevere, becaufc harfher proceedings might have 
brought the whole farce to light, which notwithflanding 
broke forth at laft, and was publiftied to the world in the 
following diftich. 

Cur Otho mentito fit, quaeritis, exul honorc ? 

Uxoris ma-chus cacpcrat effe fuae. 

Ye a(k why Otho's banifl.M ? Know the caufe 

The rogue, a ftranger t-. domertic flrife. 

Had dar’d, it feems, to deep with his own wife. 

He governed the province in quality of Qtiatftor for ten 
years, with fmgular moderation and juflice. 

IV. As foon as an opportunity of revenge offered, he 
readily joined Galha in his defign, and at the fame time 
conceived hopes of procuring the imperial dignity for him* 
felf. To this he was much encouraged by the condition 
of the times, but flill more by the affuranccs given him by 
Seleuccs 
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Seleucus the aftrologer, who, having formerly told him 
that he would certainly out-live Nero, came to him at that 
juncture unexpectedly, promifing the empire again, and 
that in a very (hort time. He therefore let Hip no oppor¬ 
tunity of making his court to all about him by all manner 
of civilities. As often as he entertained Galba at fupper, 
he diftributed to every man of the battalion at that time at¬ 
tending the emperor as his guard, a gold piece ; endea¬ 
voring likewife to oblige the reft of the foldiers in one 
way or another. Being chofen an arbitrator by one that 
had a difpute with his neighbour about a piece of land, 
he bought it, and gave it him ; fo that now almoft every 
body thought and laid, that he was the only man worthy 
to fucceed the emperor. 

V. He entertained hopes of being adopted by Galba, 
and ex pe died it everyday. But finding himfelf difappoint- 
cd, by Pifo’s being preferred before him, he refolved upon 
the ufe of violence to obtain- his purpofe; and to this hd 
was inftigated, as well by the greatnefs of his debts, as the 
refentment of Galba’s behaviour towards him. For he did 
not conceal his opinion, “ that he mult fink tin lets he 
was emperor, and that it iignified nothing whether he fell 
by the hands of his enemies in the field, or of his credi¬ 
tors in the Forum.” He had a few days before fqueczed 
out of a Have of Ctefar’s a million of feftcrccs for procur¬ 
ing him a ftewardfttip; and this was the whole fund he 
had for carrying on lb great an enterprife. At firll the 
defign was entrufted to only five of the guards, but after¬ 
wards to ten others, each of the five naming two. They 
had every one ten thouiand feftcrccs paid down, and were 
promiied fifty thoufand more. By thefe, others were drawn 
in, but not many, hum a confident alfuranee, that when 



M. SALVIUS OTHO. 


523 

the matter came to the crifis, they fhould have enough to 
join them. 

VI. He had at firft an Intention, immediately after the 
departure of Pifo, to feize the camp, and fall upon Gal- 
ba, whilft he was at fupper in the palace, but was re¬ 
trained by a regard for the battalion at that time upon 
duty, left he fhould bring too great an odium upon it ; 
becaufe the fame happened to be upon the guard before, 
both when Caius was flain, and Nero deferted. For 
fome time after, likewife, he was retrained by a fcruple of 
mind about the luckinefs of the feafon, as alfo the advice 
of Seleucus. Upon the day fixed for the enterprife, hav¬ 
ing given his accomplices notice to wait for him in the 
Forum near the temple of Saturn, at the gilded Mile- 
Pillar, he went in the morning to pay his refpe&s to 
Galba ; and being received with a kifs as ufual, lie attend¬ 
ed him at facrifice, and heard the predictions of the ha- 
rufpex*. A freedman of his then bringing him word, 
that the architects were come, which was the fignal that 

* Haru/pex, Aufpcx, or Augur, denoted any perfon who 
foretold futurity, or interpreted omens. There was at Rome 
a body of priefts, or College, under this title, whofc office 
it was to foretel future events, chiefly from the flight, chirp¬ 
ing, or feeding of birds, and from other appearances. They 
were of the greateft authority in the Roman ftate; for no¬ 
thing of importance was done refpedting the public, either at 
home or abroad, in peace or war, without confulting them. 
The Romans derived the pradtice of Augury chiefly from the 
Tufcans ; and anciently their youth ufed to be inftrudted as 
carefully in this art, as afterwards they were in the Greek 
literature. For this purpofe, by a decree of the Senate, a cer¬ 
tain number of the fons of the leading men at Rome was 
fent to the twelve Rates of Etruria for inftruction. 


had 
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bad been agreed upon, he withdrew, as if it were with a 
defign to view a houfe upon fale, and went out by a 
back-door of the palace to the place appointed. Some 
fay he pretended to be feized with an ague fit, and order¬ 
ed thofe about him to make that excufe for him, if he 
was enquired after. Being then quickly put into a wo¬ 
man’s fedan, he made the beft of his way for the camp. 
But the chairmen growing tired, he got out, and began to 
run. His flioe becoming loofe, he Hopped again, but be¬ 
ing immediately taken up by his attendants upon their 
lhoulders, and unanimoufiy faluted by the title of Empe- 
por, he came araidft aufpicious acclamations and drawn 
fwords into the Principia* in the camp; all that met him 
now joining in the cavalcade, as if they had been privy 
to the defign. Upon this, fending away fome to dii'patch 
Galba and Pifo, he faid nothing eife in his addrefs to the 
foldiery, to fecure their affections, than thele few words : 
“ I fhall be content with whatever ye think fit to leave 


VII. Towards the clofc of the day, he entered the Se¬ 
nate, and after he had made a fhort fpeech to them, pre¬ 
tending that he had been feized in the ftreets, and compelled 
by violence to take the government upon him, which he 
defigned to manage in conjunction with them, he went 

* The Principia was a broad open fpace, which feparated 
the lower part of the Roman camp from the upper, and ex¬ 
tended the whole breadth of the camp. In this place was 
erefted the tribunal of the general, when he either admi- 
niftered juftice or harangued the army. Here likewife the 
Tribunes held their courts, and punifhments were inflifted. 
The principal ftandards of the army were depofited in the 
Principia ; and in it alfo Hood the altars of the Gods, and the 
images of the emperors, by which the foidiers fwore. 

to 
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to the palace. Eefides other civilities which he received from 
fuch as flocked about him to congratulate and flatter him, 
he was called Nero by the mob, and feemed not in the 
lealh offended with the appellation. Nay, fome authors 
relate, that he put the cognomen of Nero to his patents, 
and the firft letter which he fent to the governors of pro¬ 
vinces. He fuffered all his images and ftatues to be re¬ 
placed, and reftored his procurators and freedmen to their 
former ports. And the firft writing which he figned as 
emperor, was a promife of fifty millions of fefterces to 
finifti the Golden-houfe. He is faid to have been greatly 
frightened that night in his fleep, and to have groaned hea¬ 
vily j and being found, by thofe who came running in to 
fee what the matter was, lying upon the floor before his 
bed, he endeavored by every kind of atonement to paci¬ 
fy the ghoft of Galba, by whom he had feen himfelf vio¬ 
lently tumbled out of bed. The next day, as he was taking 
the omens, a great ftorm arifing, and he getting a griev¬ 
ous fall, he now and then muttered to himfelf: 

T1 yag fiot xat /xcutfoif etvXmt j 

Wretch ! what have I to do with things divine 

VIII. About the fame time, the armies in Germany 
took an oath to Vitellius as emperor. Upon intelligence of 
this arriving, he advifed the Senate to fend thither deputies, 
to inform them, that a prince had been already chofen ; 
and to perfuade them to peace and good agreement. By 
letters and meffages, however, he olfered Vitellius to be¬ 
come his partner in the empire, and his foil-in-law. But 
a war being now unavoidable, and the generals and troops, 
whom Vitellius had fent before him, advancing, he had a 
proof of the attachment and fidelity of the guards, which 
had nearly proved fatal to the Senatorian Order. It was 
judged proper to fend away fome arms to the north of Ita¬ 
ly 
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ly by fea. While people were employed in fetching 
thefe out of the camp in the evening, fome of the foldiers 
fufpedting a confpiracy, excited a tumult; and on a fud-* 
den, all of them, without any leader, ran to the palace, de¬ 
manding that the whole Senate Ihould be put to the fword ; 
and having repulfed fome of the Tribunes who endeavored 
to flop them, and flain others, they broke, all bloody as 
they were, into the banqueting room, enquiring for the 
emperor; nor would they quit the place until they had 
feen him. He now entered upon his expedition againfb Vi- 
tellius with great alacrity, but too much precipitation, and 
without any regard to the ominous circumftanccs which 
attended it. For the 'Ancilia * had been taken out of the 
temple of Mars, for the ufual proceflion, but were not 
yet replaced; during which interval it had of old been 
looked upon as very unfortunate to engage in any entcr- 
prife. He likewife fet forward upon the day when the 
worlhippers of the Mother of the Gods f begin their la- 

* The Andie was a round Ihield, faid to have fallen from 
heaven in the reign of Numa, and fuppofed to be the fliield 
of Mars. It was kept with great care in the fanftuary of his 
temple, as a fymbol of the perpetuity of the Roman empire; 
and that it might not be Itolen, eleven others were made ex- 
afily (imilar to it. 

f This ideal perfonage was the Goddefs Cybcle, the wife 
of Saturn, called alfo Rhea, Ops, Vcjla, Magna Mater, Sec. 
She was painted as a matron, crowned with towers, fitting in 
a chariot drawn by lions. A ftatue of her was brought 
from Peffinus in Phrygia to Rome, in the time of the fecond 
Punic war, and was tnere much honored. Her priefts were 
the Corybantes, who were all calfrated, and worlhipped her 
by the found of drums, tabors, pipes, and cymbals. The 
rites of this Goddefs were difgraced by great indecency of 
expreflion. 
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mentations and wailing. Befides thefe, other unlucky 
omens attended him. For, in a vidliin offered to father 
Dis # , he found the figns fuch as upon all other occalions 
are regarded as favorable; whereas, in that facriiice, the 
contrary intimations are judged the moll promiling. At 
his fil'd felting forward, he was flopped by inundations of 
the Tiber; and at twenty miles diftance from the city, 
found the road blocked up by the fall of houfes. 

IX. Though it was the general opinion that it would 
be proper to protradl the war, as the enemy were didreff- 
ed by famine and the llraitnefs of their quarters, yet he 
refolved with the like rafhnefs to come to an engagement 
as foon as pofiible; whether from an impatience under 
his prefent uneafinefs of mind, and in the hope of accom- 
plifhing his defign in a great meafure before the arrival of 
Vitellius, or becaufe he could not refill the ardor of the 
folJiers, who were all clamorous for battle. He was not, 
however, in any of the fights which enfued, but flaid 
behind at Brixellum. He had the advantage in three flight 
engagements, near the Alps, about Placentia, and a 
place called Caftor’s ; but was, by a fraudulent flratagem 
of the enemy, defeated in the lad and greatefl battle, at 
Bedriacum. For fome hopes of a conference being given, 
and the foldiers being drawn out as it were to hear the 
conditions of peace declared, very unexpectedly, and 
* Otherwife called Orcus, Pluto, Jupiter infernut, and 
Sygius. He was the brother of Jupiter, and king of the in¬ 
fernal regions. His wife was Proferpina, the daughter of 
Ceres, whom he carried off as Ihe was gathering flowers in 
the plains of Buna in Sicily. The victims offered to the in¬ 
fernal Gods were black : they were killed with their faces bent 
downwards ; the knife was applied from below, and the blood 
was poured into a ditch. 






am klft their mutual falutadons, they were obliged to (land 
to their arms. Immediately upon this he formed a refolu- 
tion to put an end to his life, more out of (hame, as many 
think, and not without reafon, to perfift in a ftruggle for 
the empire to the hazard of the public, and fo many lives, 
than out of defpair, or any diftruft of his troops ; for he 
had (fill entire thofe whom he had referved for a fecond 
trial of his fortune, and others were coming up from Dal¬ 
matia, Pannonia, and Mcefia; nor were the troops lately 
defeated fo far difcouraged, as not to be ready, even alone, 
to run any ri(k to wipe off their former difgrace. 

X. My father Suetonius Lenis was in this battle, being 
at that time an Angulliciavian Tribune in the thirteenth 
legion. He nfed frequently to fay, that Otho, before his 
advancement to the empire, hadfurh an abhorrence of ci¬ 
vil war, that, upon hearing an account given once at table 
of the death of Caffius and Brutus, he fell into a trem¬ 
bling, and that he never would have meddled with Gralba, 
but that he was confident he might fucceed in his defign 
without a war ; and that he was then encouraged to de- 
fpife life by the example of a common foldier, who 
bringing news of the defeat of the army, and finding that 
he met with no credit, but was railed at for a liar and a 
coward, as if he had run away from the field of battle, he 
fell upon his fword at the emperor’s feet; upon the fight 
of which, my father faid, Ocho cried out, ■' that he would 
expofe to no farther danger fuch brave men, who had de¬ 
ferred fo well at his hands.” Adv-ifing therefore his bro¬ 
ther, his brother’s Ion, and the reft of his friends, to provide 
for their fecurity in the beft manner they could, after he 
had embraced and killed them, he fent them away ; and 
then withdrawing into a private room by himfelf, he 
wrote a long letter of com'o’ution to his filter. He like- 
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wife fent another to Meflalina, Nero’s widow, whom he 
had intended to marry-, recommending to her his relics 
and memory. He then burnt all the letters which he had 
by him, to prevent the danger and mifchief that might 
btherwife befall the writers from the conqueror. What 
money he had left; he diftributed ambngft his domeftics. 

XI. And now being prepared and juft upon the point 
of difpatching himfelf, he was induced to fufpend his de- 
fign frotn a great uproar Which had broke out in the camp. 
Finding that fuch of the foldiers as Were making off had 
been feiied and detained as deferters, u Let us add,” faid 
he, “ this night to our life.” Thefe were his very words. 
He then gave orders that no violence (hould be offered to 
any body; and keeping his chamber-door open until late 
at night, he allowed all that pleafed the liberty to come 
and fee him. At laft; after quenching his thirft with a 
draught of cold water, he took up two poniards, and 
having examined the points of both, put one of them un¬ 
der his pillow, and /hutting his chamber-door, flept very 
foundly, until, awaking about break of day, he ftabbed 
himfelf under the left pap; Some perfons breaking into 
the room upon the firft groan he gave, one while cover¬ 
ing, and another while expofing his wound to the view 
of the by-ftanders, he fcfon died;. His funeral was di- 
fpatched immediately, according to his own order, in the 
thirty-eighth year Of his age; and ninety-fifth day of his 


XII. The perfon and appearance of Citho no way cor- 
refponded to the great refolution which he difplayed upon 
this occafion : for he is faid to have been of low ftaturc, 
fplay-footed and bandy-legged. He was however eft'e- 
Mm minatel . 
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minately nice in the care of his perfon: the hair of his Bo¬ 
dy he took away by the roots ; and becaufe he waS forae- 
what bald, won: a kind of peruke, fo exactly fitted to his 
head, that no body could have known it for fuch. He 
ufed to fhave every day, and rub his face with bread 
foaked in afles milk ; the ufe of which he began when 
f he down firft appeared upon his chin, to prevent his hav¬ 
ing any beard. It is faid likewife that he celebrated pub¬ 
licly the holy rites of Ifis*. clad in a linen garment, fuch 
as is ufed by the worlhippers of that Goddefs. All thofe 
particulars, I imagine, gave occafion to the world to 
wonder the more at his death, the manner of which was 
fo little fuitable to his life. Many of the foldiers then 
prefent, killing and bedewing with their tears his hands 
and feet as he lay dead, and celebrating him as “ a mod 
gallant man, and an incomparable emperor,” immediately 
put an end to their own lives upon the fpot, not far from 
bis funeral pile. Many of thofe likewife who were at a 
diftance, upon hearing.the news of his death, in the an- 
guilh of their hearts, fell a fighting amongft themfelves, 
until they dil'patchcd one another. To conclude : the 
generality of mankind, though they hated him whilft liv¬ 
ing, yet liighly extolled him after his death j infoinueh. 

* Jupiter, to prevent the difcoVery of his amour with Io 
the daughter of the river Inachui, transformed her into a 
heifer, in which metamorphofis (he was placed by Juno 
under the watchful infpeefion of Argus; but flying into 
Egypt, and her keeper being killed bv Mercury, fhe recover¬ 
ed her hurran fliape, and was married to Ofiris, a king of 
that country. Her hnlband afterwards became a God of thr 
Egyptians, and flie a Goddefs under the name of Ifis. She 
was reprefented with a Ccrona Trnrita on her head, an Amphora 
full of ears of com in one hand, and a Sljirum (a muficil ijr- 
ftrament) in the other. 
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that it was the common talk and opinion, “ that Galba 
had been taken off by him, not fo much from a delire to 
reign himfelf, as to reftore Rome to its ancient liberty-’* 



IT was remarkable in the fortune of this emperor, that 
he owed both his elevation and cataftrophe to the inextri¬ 
cable embarraffments in which he was involved; firft in 
refpeiS of pecuniary circumftances, and next, of political. 
He was not, fo far as we can learn, a follower of any of 
the feds of philofophers which juftified, and even recom¬ 
mended fuicide, in particular cafes: yet he perpetrated 
that a£t with extraordinary coolnefs and refolution ; and, 
what is no lefs remarkable, from the motive, as he avow¬ 
ed, of public expediency only. It was obferved of him, 
for many years after his dead), that “ none ever died like 
Otho.” 


M 


A, VITELLIUS. 



( 53* ) 


A. VITELLIUS. 


I. AUTHORS give very different accounts of the ori¬ 
gin of the Vitellian family. Some mention it as ancient and 
noble, others as recent and obfcure, nay, extremelv mean. 
Thefe feveral reprefentations, I am inclined to think, have 
been occafioned by the flatterers and detra&ors of Vitellius, 
after he came to be emperor; and that the condition of the 
family was riot fo defcribed fome time before. There is 
extant a book of Eulogius to Ch Vitellius, Quaeflor 
to Auguftus, in which it is faid, that the Vitellii were de- 
fcended from Faunus king of the Aborigines, and Vitellia, 
who was worlhipped in many places as a Goddefs, and 
that they reigned formerly over all Latium: that all who 
were left of the family removed out of the country of the 
Sabines to Rome, and were chofen amongft the Patri¬ 
cians : that fome monuments of the family continued a 
long time ; as the Vitellian way reaching from the Jani- 
culum to the fea, and likewife a colony of that name, 
which, in a very remote period of time, they delired leave 
of the government to defend again!! the AEquiculi, with a 
force raifed out of their own family only : alfo that, in 
the time of the war with the Samnites, fome of the Vitel¬ 
lii that went with the troops levied for the fecurityof 
Apulia, fetded at Nuceria-, and that their defcendents a 
long time after returned again to Rome, and were chofen 
into the Senate. On the other hand, the generality of 
writers ' 
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writers fay, that the founder of the family was a freed- 
tnan. Caffius Severus and fome others relate, that he 
was likewife a cobbler, whofe fon having made a confi- 
derable fortune by the praCtice of information, and the 
purchafe of confifcated eftates, begat, by a common 
ftrumpet, daughter of one Antiochus a baker, a child, who 
afterwards became a Roman knight. But of thefe dif¬ 
ferent accounts the reader is left to judge. 

II. It is certain, however, thatP. Vitellius of Nuceria, 
whether of an ancient family, or of fordid extraction, 
was a Roman knight, and a procurator to Auguftus. 
He left behind him four fons, all men of very great fi¬ 
gure, who had the fame cognomen, but the different pra- 
nomina of Aulus, Quintus, Publius, and Lucius. Au- 
lus died in the poffeffion of the Confuhhip, which office 
he bore jointly with Domitius the father of Nero Caefar. 
He was elegant to excefs in his manner of living, and 
notorious for the vaft expence of his entertainments, 
Quintus was turned out of the Senatorian Order, when> 
upon a motion made by Tiberius, a refolution paffed to 
purge the Senate of fuch as were in any refpedf not 
duly qualified for that honor. Publius was an intimate 
friend and companion of Germanicus, profecuted his 
enemy and murderer Cn. Pifo, and procured fentence 
againft him. After he had been made Praetor, being 
taken up amongft the accomplices of Sejanus, and deli¬ 
vered into the hands of his brother, to be confined in his 
houfe, he opened a vein, with the intent of bleeding to 
death. He fuffered the wound however to be bound up 
and cured, not fo much from any repentance of the re¬ 
folution he had formed, as to comply with the impor¬ 
tunity of his relations. He died afterwards a natural 
death in that confinement. Lucius, after his Conful- 

M m 3 fiiip, 
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fhip, was made governor of Syria, and by bis politic 
management not only brought Artabanus king of the 
Parthians to give him an interview, but to worfhip the 
ftandards of the Roman legions. He afterwards bore 
two ordinary Confullhips, and the Cenforfhip likewife 
with the emperor Claudius. Whilft that prince was ab- 
fent upon his expedition into Britain, the care of the em¬ 
pire was committed to him, being a man of great inte¬ 
grity and induftry. But he leffened his character not a 
little, by his paffionate fondnefs for a freedyvoman, with 
whofe fpittle, mixed with honey, he ufed to- anoint his 
throat and chops, by way of remedy for fome complaint, 
not privately npr feldom, but daily and publicly, He 
was extravagantly addidted to flattery. He it was 
who gave rife to the worfhipping of Caips Csefar as 
a God, when, upon his return from Syria, he would 
not prefume to accoft him any otherwife, than with his 
head covered, turning himfelf round, and then falling 
flat upon the earth. And tp leave no artifice untried to 
fecure the favor of Claudius, who was entirely goyerned 
by his wives and freedmen, he requeued as the greateft 
favor from Meffalina, that (he would be pleafed to let 
him take off her fhoes, which when he had done, he 
put up her right flioe, and wore it conftantly betwixt hi? 
Toga and his tunic, Rifling it from time to time in the 
way of adoration. He likewife yvorfliipped golden images 
of Narciffus and Pallas amongft his houfehold Gods. It 
was he too, that, when Clapdius exhibited the feculaf 
games, in his compliments to him upon that occafion, 
pfed this expreflion, “ May you often do the fame,’? 

DI. He died of a palfy the day after his fefcurq with 
Jt. leaving behind him two Tons, whom he had by a moft 
pxcelleuf and refpectable wife, Sexrilia. He had lived to 
'• ' fee 
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fee them both Confuls, the fame year and the whole 
year likewife ; the younger fucceeding the elder for the 
latter fix months. The Senate honored him after his de- 
ceafe with a funeral at the public expeuce, and with a 
ftatue in the Roftra, which had this infeription upon the 
bafe : “ A perfon of ftedfaft loyalty to his prince.” Tho 
emperor Aulus Vitellius, the fon of this Lucius, was born 
upon the eighth of the Calends of Odtober, or, as fortte 
fay, upon the feventh of the Ides of September, in the 
Confullhip of Drufus Caefar and Norbanus Flaccus. His 
parents were fo terrified with the predidtions of aftrolo- 
gers upon the calculation of his nativity, that his fa¬ 
ther ufed his utmoft endeavors to prevent his being fent 
governor into any of the provinces, whilft be was alive. 
His mother, upon his being fent to the legions, and alfo 
upon his being proclaimed emperor, immediately lament¬ 
ed him as utterly ruined. Ho fpent his youth amongft 
the catamites of Tiberius at Caprcae, was himfelf con- 
ftantly ftigmatifed with the name of Spintria, and was 
fuppoled, by tire gratification of the emperor’s unnatural 
paffion, to have been the occafion of his father’s rile. 

IV. In the fubfequent part of his life, he continued 
to be moll fcandaloufly vicious, but in great favor at 
court; being upon a very intimate footing with Cains, 
becaufe of his for.dnefs for the exercife of chariot-driv¬ 
ing, and with Claudius for his love of gaming. But he 
was in a Hill greater degree acceptable to N'eio, as well 
upon thefe fame accounts, as for a particular piece of 
fervice which he rendered him. When Nero preiided in 
the games inllitutcd by himfelf, though he was extremely 
delirous to perform amongft the harpers, yet his modefty 
would not permit him, notwithftanding the people entreat¬ 
ed much for it. Upon his quitting the theatre, Vitellius 
M m 4 fetched 
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fetched him back again, pretending to be commiffioncd 
by the people who peififled in their fuit, to requell the 
favor of his return, and fo gave the company a farther 
opportunity for effedting the accomplifhment of what 
they requefted. 

V. By the favor of thefe three princes, he was not 
only advanced to the great offices of Hate, but to the 
higheft dignities-of the facred Order; after which he held 
the Proconfullhip of Africa, and had the fuperinten- 
dency of the public works, which he managed with un¬ 
equal conduct, and a confequent diverCty of character, 
For he governed the province with fingular integrity 
during two years, in the latter of which he a died as de¬ 
puty to his brother, who fucceeded him. But in his of¬ 
fice in the city, he was faid to pillage the temples of 
their prefents and ornaments, and to have exchanged tin 
and brafs for gold and filver. 

VI. He had to wife Petronia, the daughter of a man 
of Confular rank, and by her a fon named Petronius, 
who was blind of an - eye. The mother being willing 
to appoint this youth' her heir, upon condition that he 
lhould be difcharged from under his father’s authority, 
the latter difcharged him accordingly, but Ihortly after, 
as was Relieved, murdered him, charging him with a de- 
fign upon his life, and pretending that he had, from a con- 
fcioufnefs of his guilt, drank the poifon he had prepared 
for his father. Soon after he married Galeria Fundana, 
the daughter of a man of Praetorian rank, and had by 
her both fons and daughters. Amongfl the former was 
one who had fuch a Hammering in his fpeech, that he 
was little better than if he had been dumb. 


VII. He 
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VII. 'He was fent by Galba into Lower Germany, 
contrary to his expectation. It is fuppofed- that he was 
afliftcd in procuring this appointment by the intereft of 
T. Junius, at that time very powerful at court; whofe 
friendfhip he had long before gained by his favoring the 
fame party with him in the Circenfian games. But 
Galba openly declared that none were lefs to be feared, 
than thofe who were only concerned for their bel¬ 
lies, and that his gluttony could not but be fufficiently 
fatisfied with the plenty of that province; fo that it is 
evident he was pitched upon for that government more 
out of contempt than kindnefs for him. It is certain, 
that when he was to fet forward, he had not money for 
the expences of his journey ; he being at that time fo 
much ftraitened in his circumftances, that he was obliged 
to put his wife and children whom he left at Rome, into 
a garret which he hired for them, to let his own houfe 
for the remaining part of the year ; and pawned a pearl 
taken from a pendant of his mother’s, to defray his 
charges on the road. A crowd of creditors who were 
waiting for him to flop him, and amongft them the Si- 
nueffani and Formiani, whofe taxes he had converted to 
his own ufe, he eluded, by alarming them with the ap- 
prehenfion of falfe accufation; having brought an aClion 
for damages agninft a certain freedman, who was cla¬ 
morous in demanding a debt of him, under pretence that 
the perfon had kicked him : which a&ion he would not 
relinquifh, until he had fqueezed from the defendant fifty 
thoufand fefterces. Upon his arrival in the province, the 
army which was difaffefted to Galba, and ripe for infur- 
reClion, received him with open arms, as if he had been 
fent them from the heavens. It was no fmall recommen¬ 
dation to their favor, that he was the fon of a man who had 
been thrice Conful, was in the prime of his years, and 
of 
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pf an eafy prodigal difpofition. This opinion, which 
had been long entertained of him, Vitellius confirmed by 
fame late practices : having killed all the common fol- 
diers whom he met with upon the road, and been excef- 
fively complaifant in the inns and ftables to the mule- 
drivers and travellers; alking them in a morning, if they 
had got their breakfafts, and letting them fee by belch- 
jng that he had. 

Vin. After he had got into the camp, he denied no 
man any thing he aiked for, and relieved all that Jay un¬ 
der any charge of infamy, profecution, or fentence of 
death. Before a month therefore had pafied, without re¬ 
gard to the day or time of the day, he was hurried by 
the foldiers in the evening out of his bed-chamber in an 
undrefs, and unanimoufly'faluted by the title of Empe¬ 
ror. He was then carried round all the moll confider- 
able towns in the neighbourhood, with the fword of Ju¬ 
lius Ctelar in his hand ; which had been taken by fome 
perfon out of the temple of Mars, and prefented to him 
at the beginning of the folemnity. Nor did he return to 
Ijis pavilion, until his room of entertainment was all in 
flames by the chimney’s taking fire. Upon this acci¬ 
dent, all being in confternation, and dreading it as an 
unlucky omen, be cried out, “ Courage, boys, it ihines 
upon us.” And this was all he faid to the foldiers upon 
ips advancement. The army of the upper province like— 
vyife, which had before declared again!! Galba for tho 
Senate, joining in the proceedings, he very eagerly ac¬ 
cepted the cognomen of Germanicus, offered him by the 
unanimous confent of both armies, but deferred affuming 
that of Auguftus, and for ever refufed that of Caefar, 

IX. Intelligence of Galba’s death arriving foon after, 
whet} 
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when he had fettled his affairs in Germany he divided 
his troops into two parts, intending to fend one of them 
before him, againft Otho, and to follow after with the 
other himfelf. The part he fent before had a lucky 
omen; for on a fudden an eagle came flying up to them 
on the right, and having moved round die ftandards, 
went eaftly before them in their march. But on the 
other hand, when he began to move forward, all the 
flatues on horfeback, which were ere&ed for him in fe- 
veral places, fell fuddcnly down with their legs broken ; 
and the laurel crown, which he had put on as emble¬ 
matical of aufpicious fortune, fell off his head into a river. 
.Soon after at Vienna, as he was upon the bench trying 
caufes, a cock perched upon his Ihoulder, and afterwards 
upon his head. The iffue correfponded to thefe omens; 
ftjr he was not able' to keep the empire which had beet} 
Required for hi pi by his lieutenants, 

X. He heard of the victory at Bedriacum, and the 
death of Otho, whilft he was'yet in Gaul, and without 
befitating in the lead, by one proclamation dilbanded all 
tjic Piaetorian battalions, as having given a pernicious 
precedent to the armies by thp murder of Galba, and 
commanded them to deliver up their arms to his Tri¬ 
bunes. A hundred and twenty, under whofe hands he 
had found petitions prefenred to Otho, for rewards of 
their fervice in tlj.e killing of Galba, he befides ordered to 
be fought oijt and punilhed. So far his condud defei ved 
great approbation, and was fuch as to afford hope of his 
becoming an excellent prince, had he not managed his 
ether affairs in a way more fui table to his own nature, 
and his former manner of life, than to the imperial dig¬ 
nity. For after he began his march, he rode through 
every city in his rout in a llate of tiiuinphal procefiion ; 
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and faded down the rivers in fhips delicately built, am?- 
die (Fed up with various kinds of crowns, amidft the mod 
extravagant entertainments. Such was the want of dif- 
cipline, and the licentibnfnefs both in his family and ar¬ 
my, that, not fatisfied with the provifion every where 
made for them at die public expence, they committed 
every kind of ravage and infult upon the inhabitants, 
wantonly violating all focial order, fetting flavcs at li¬ 
berty as they pleafed; and if any dared to make reOft- 
ance, they would beat and abufe them, frequently 
wound, and fometimes kill them. When he had got up¬ 
on the plains where the batde was fought, fome being 
offended at the frnell of the carcafes which lay rotting 
upon the ground, he had the audacity to hearten them 
hy a moil deteftable remark, “ That an enemy when 
ilain fmelt very well, efpecially a fellow-citizen.” To 
qualify, however, the ofFenCvenefs of the flench, he 
drank in the face of the army a large quantity of wine, 
and with equal vanity and infolencc diflributed it about 
him. Spying a done with an infeription upon it to the 
memory of Otho, he faid, “ he deferved filch a maufo- 
leum and fent the poniard with which he had killed 
himfdf to the colony of Agrippina, to be dedicated to 
Mars. Upon the hills of the Appenninc he celebrated a 
fcnngtlium. 

XL At lad he entered the city with trumpets founding, 
in his general’s cloak, and with his fword, amidd a dif- 
play of ftandards and banners; his attendants being all in 
die military habit, and the arms of the foldiers uncovered. 
After openly violating, more and more, all law, both di¬ 
vine and human, he afiumed the office of high-pried, upon 
the day of the overthrow at Allia, ordered the election of 
roagiftrates to be made at once for ten year? to come, and 
made. 
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made himfelf Conful for life. To put it out of all doubt* 
what model he intended to follow in his government of 
the empire, he made his offerings to the ghoft of Nero in 
the middle of the Field of Mars, and with a full afiembly 
of the public priefts attending him. And at a foleran en¬ 
tertainment, he dellred a harper who pleafed the company 
much, to ling fomething of Domitius ; and upon his be¬ 
ginning fome fongs of Nero’s, he ftarted up in prefence 
of- the whole affembly* and expreffcd his approbation by 
clapping his hands. 

XII. After fuch a commencement of his career, he 
condufted his affairs, during the greater part of his reign, 
entirely by the advice and di reft ion of the vileft amongfl 
die players and charioteers, and efpecially his frcedman 
Afiaticus. This fellow had, when young, been engaged 
with him in a courfe of mutual and uunatural pollution, 
but, being at laft quite tired of the occupation, ran away. 
His malier, fome time after, catched him at Puteoli, fell¬ 
ing a liquor called Pofca *, and put him in chains, but 
foon releafed him, and retained him in his former capacity. 
Growing weary, however, of his rough and.ftubborn 
temper, he fold him to a ftrolling fencing-mailer; after 
which, when die fellow was to have been brought up to 
play his part at the conclulion of an entertainment of 
gladiators, he fuddenly ftole him away, and at length, 
upon his being advanced to the government of a province, 
manumifed him. The firft day of his reign, he prefeut- 
ed him with gold rings at fupper, though in the morning, 
when all about him requeHed that favor in his behalf, he. 


* Pofca was four wine or vinegar mixed with, water. It 
- was ufed as common drink by the Roman foldiery; and has 
been found beneficial in the cure of putrid difeafes. , ; 

6 expreffed 
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expreffed the utmoft abhorrence of putting fo great a ftairf 
Upon the Equeftrian Order. 

XU!. He was chiefly addicted to tlie vices of luxury 
and cruelty. He always made three meals a day, fome- 
times four; breakfaft, dinner, and fupper, and a drunken 
repaft after all. This load of victuals he could well 
enough bear, from a cuftortt to which he had inured him- 
felf, of frequent Vomiting. For thefe fevetal meals he 
would make different appointments, at the houfes of hisf 
friends, in the fame day. None ever entertained him at 
lefs expence than four hundred thoufand fefterces. The 
fnoft famous fupper was that given him by his brother, to 
■welcome him to the city; at which, it is faid, there were 
ferved up no lefs than two thoufand choice fifties, and 
feven thoufand fowls. Yet even this entertainment he 
himfelf outdid, at a feaft which he gave upon the firft 
cfe of a difh which had been made for him, and which, 
for its extraordinary fize, he called “ The Shield of Mi¬ 
ner/a.” In this difh there were toffed up together the 
livers of fears, the brains of pheafants and peacocks, 
with the tongues of flamingos, and the guts of lampreys, 
which had been brought in fhips of war, as far as from 
the Carpathian Sea, and the Spanifh Straights. He was 
not only a man of an infatiabie appetite, but would gra¬ 
tify it likewife at unfeafonable times, and with any gar¬ 
bage that came in bis way ; fo that, at a facrifice, he 
would fnatch from the fire flefh and cakes, which he 
would eat upon the fpot. When he travelled, he would 
do the fame in the inns upon the road, whether the meat 
was ffefh drefled and hot, or what had been left the day 
before, and was half-eaten. 

XIV. He had a fining propenSty fo the inflicting of 
puaiftynears, 
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jVunifhfrtents, and thofe too which were capital, wifhoilt 
any diftinCtion of perfons or occafions. Several noble¬ 
men, his fchool-fellows and companions, invited by him 
to court, he treated with fuch flattering careffes, as 
feemed to indicate an affection fhort only of admitting 
them to ill a re the honors of the imperial dignity ; yet he 
killed them all by fome bafe means or other. To one he 
gave poifon with his own hand, in a cup of cold water 
which he called for in a fever. He fcarcely fpared one 
of all the ufurers, attorneys and publicans, that had ever 
demanded a debt of him at Rome, or any toll or cuflom up¬ 
on the road. One of thefe, in the very aCt of paying his re- 
fpeCts to him, he ordered away for execution, but imme¬ 
diately fent for him again; upon which all about him ap¬ 
plauding his clemency, he commanded him to be flain in 
his prefence, faying, “ I have a mind to feed my eyes.” 
Two fons interceding for their father, he ordered to be 
executed with him. A Roman knight, upon being 
dragged away for execution, and crying out to him, 
41 You are my heir,” he deiired him to produce his will : 
and finding that he had made his freedman joint heir 
with him, he commanded that both he and his freedman 
fhould have their throats cut. He put to death fome bf 
the common people for curfing aloud the blue party in 
the Circenfian games; fuppofing it to be done in con¬ 
tempt of himfelf, and the expectation of a revolution in 
the government. But he was againft none more fevere 
than drolls and aftrologers, of whom as foon as anv was 
' informed againft, he put him to death without the for¬ 
mality of a trial. He was enraged againft them, becaule, 
after his proclamation by which he commanded all aftro¬ 
logers to quit Rome, and Italy likewife, before the Ca¬ 
lends of October, the following words were immediately 
pofted up in town : “ That llte Chaldreans likewife pub- 
8 li.lied 
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lithed their proclamation, that the fame Vitellius Ger- 
manicus fhould' be no more, by the day of the faid Ca¬ 
lends.” He was even fufpe&ed as acceffary to his mo¬ 
ther’s death, by forbidding fuftenance to be given her 
when fhe was not well; a German witch, whom he held 
to be oracular, having told him, “ That he would reign 
fecure and for a long time, if he furvived his mother.” 
But others fay, that being quite weary of the ftate of af¬ 
fairs, and apprehenfive of the future, fhe obtained with¬ 
out difficulty a dofe of poifon from her fon. 

XV. In the eighth month of his reign, the armies both 
of Moefia and Pannonia'revolted from him ; as did like- 
wife, of the armies beyond fea, thofe in Judsa and Syria, 
part of which took an oath to Vefpafian as their empe¬ 
ror, being upon the fpot with them ; and others, where 
he was not perfonally prefent, did the fame for him. On 
this account, Vitellius, to fecure the favor and affection 
of the people, lavifhed about him all that he had, public¬ 
ly and privately, in the moil extravagant manner. He 
likewife made a levy of foldiers in town, and promifed 
all that would enter as volunteers, not only their dif- 
charge after the victory, but all the advantages due to ve¬ 
terans who had ferved their full time in the wars. The 
enemy now preffing on both by fea and land, on one 
hand he oppofed againft them his brother with a fleet, the 
new levies, and a body of gladiators, and in another quar¬ 
ter the troops and generals that were engaged at Bedria- 
cum. But being every where beaten or betrayed, he came 
to an agreement with Flavius Sabinus, Vefpafian’s bro¬ 
ther, to abdicate, upon condition of having his life and a 
hundred millions of fefterces granted him. Immediately, 
Upon the palace-fteps he publicly declared to the foldiers 
there affembled in a full body, that he refigned the govern- 
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rrient, which he had received againft his will. But they 
all remonftrating againft it, he deferred the profecution 
of the affair. Next day early in the morning he came 
down to the Forum in a very poor habit, and with many 
tears repeated the declaration from a writing which he 
held in his hand ; but the foldiers again interpofing, and 
the people likewifd, and encouraging him to have a good 
heart, prdmifing him at the fame time their fervice with 
great appearance of zeal, he recovered his courage, and 
forced Sabinus, with the reft of the Flavian party, who 
now thought themfelves fecure, into the Capitol; where 
he deftroyed them all by fetting fire to the temple of Ju¬ 
piter, whilft he beheld the battle and the fire from Tibe¬ 
rius’s houfe, where he was at an entertainment. Not 
long after, repenting of what he had done, and throwing 
the blame of it upon others, he fummoned die people to¬ 
gether, and fwore himfelf, obliging the reft likewife to 
fwear, “ to' have the utmoft regard to the peace of the 
public.” Then taking his dagger from his fide, he pre- 
fented it firft to the Conful, and, upon his refilling it, 
to the magiftrates, and then to every one of the Senators 
but none of them-being willing to accept it, he went away, 
as if he meant to lay it up in the temple of Concord ; but 
fome crying out to him, “ You-are Concord,” he came 
back again, and faid that he would not only keep his 
fword, but for die future ufe the cognomen of Concord. 

XVI. He advifed the Senate to fend deputies with the 
Veftal Virgins, to defire peace, or, at leaft, time to confi- 
der of the ftate of affairs. The day after, whilft he was 
waiting for an anfwer, he received advice by a fcour, that 
the enemy was advancing. Immediately, therefore, throw¬ 
ing himfelf into a fedan, with only two attendants, a baker 
and a cook, he privately withdrew to his father’s houfe at 
N n Aventinum, 
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Aventinum, with the view of flying thence into Campa¬ 
nia. But a groundlefs report being circulated, that the. 
enemy was willing to come to terms, he fuffered himfelf 
to be carried back to the palace. Finding however no¬ 
body there, and thofe who were with him flipping off, he 
girded about him a belt, fluffed full with gold pieces, and 
then ran into the porter’s lodge, tying the dog before the 
door, and piling up againft it the bed and bedding. . 

XVII. By this time the fore-runners of the enemy’s 
army had broke into the palace, and meeting with no¬ 
body, fearched all places, as was natural upon fuch an 
occafion. Being dragged by them out of Ills cell, and 
afked ‘f who he was,” (for they did not know him), 
“ and if - he knew where Vitellius was,” he impofed upon 
them by a lye. But at laft being difcovered, he begged hard 
to be kept, if it were in prifon, as if he had fomething to 
fay relative to the fecurity of Vefpafian’s perfon, until he 
•wa'Sjdragged half-naked into the Forum, with his hands tied 
behind, him; a rope about his neck, and his cloaths all torn, 
amidii the moft contemptuous abufe, both by word and 
deed, all along the Via Sacra ; his head being held back 
by the hair, in the manner of condemned criminals, and 
the point of a fword put under his chin, that he might 
hold up his face to public view ; feveral, in the mean 
time, pelting him with dung and other dirt, whilft others 
called him incendiary and glutton. The mob likewife up¬ 
braided him with the defects of his perfon (for he was 
monftroufly tall, and had a face ufually very red with 
hard drinking, a large belly, and one thigh weak, occa- 
fioned by a chariot’s running againft him, as he was at¬ 
tending upon Caius in his exercife of driving). At length 
upon the Seals Gemoniae he was tormented and put to 
death 
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death in a lingering manner, and then dragged by a hook 
Into the Tiber. 

XVni. He peri (lied with his brother and fon, ip the 
fifty-feventh year of his age, and verified the conjecture 
of thofe, who, from the omen which happened t,o him at 
Vienna, as hasTieen related above, foretold that he would 
be made prifoner by fomc Gaul. For he was feized by 
Antonius Primus a general of the adverfe party, who 
was horn at T ouloufe, and, when a boy, had the name 
of Beccus, which fignifies a cock’s bill. 


AFTER the extinction of the race of the Cxfars, the 
poffeffion of the imperial power became extremely preca¬ 
rious ; and great influence in the army was the means 
which now invariably led to the throne. The foldiers 
having arrogated to themfclves the right of nomination, 
they either unanimoufly eleCted one and the fame perfon, 
or different parties fupporting the interefts of their re- 
fpective favorites, there arofe between them a contention, 
which was ufually determined by an appeal to arms, and 
followed by the affafiination of the unfuccefsful competi¬ 
tor. Vitellius, by being a parafite of all the emperors 
from Tiberius to Nejo inclufivc, had rifen to a high mi¬ 
litary rank, by which, with a fpirit of enterprife, and large 
proinifes to the foldiery, it w'as not difficult to fnatch the 
reins of government, while they yet were fluctuating in 
the hands of Otho. His ambition prompted to the at¬ 
tempt, and his boldnefs was crowned with fuccefs. In the 
fervice of the four preceding emperors, Vitellius had im¬ 
bibed the principal vices of them all: but what chiefly 
N n 2 diftinguifhed 
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diftinguifhed him was extreme voracioufnefs, which, 
though he ufually pampered it with enormous luxury, 
could yet be gratified by the vileft and moA offenfive gar¬ 
bage. The pufillanimity, difcovered by this emperor at his 
death, forms a {hiking contraft to the heroic behaviour 
of Otho. 


T. FLAVIUS 
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I. THE empire, which had now been a long lime in 
a doubtful and unfettled condition, by the rebellion and 
violent death of three feveral princes, was at length re¬ 
duced to a ftate of peace and fecurity by the Flavian fa¬ 
mily, a family obfcure, indeed, and ignoble, but fuch as 
that the public had no caufe to regret its elevation; 
though it'is acknowledged that Domitian met with the 
juft reward of his avarice and cruelty. Titus Flavius Pe- 
tronius, a native of Reate, whether a Centurion or an 
EvacaUus ,of Pompey’s party in the civil war, is uncer¬ 
tain, fled cut of the battle of Pharfalia and went home; 
where having at laft obtained his pardon and difcharge, he 
became a collector of money raifed by public fales in the 
way of auction. His fon, furnamed Sabinus, was never en¬ 
gaged in the military fcrvice (though fome fay he was a 
Centurion of the firft rank, and others, that whilft lie was 
fuch, he was difcharged upon account of his bad ftate of 
health): this Sabinus, I fay, was a colle&or of the cuftom 
of the fortieth penny in Afia. And there were remain¬ 
ing, at the time of the advancement of the family, feveral 
ftatues, which had been ereffed to him by the cities of 
that province, with this infeription, “ To the honeft 
Tax-farmer.” He afterwards turned ufurer amongft the 
Helvetii, and there died, leaving behind him his wife Vef- 
pafia Polla, and two fans by her; the elder of whom, Sa- 
N a 3 binus, 
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binus, eame to be Pnefefl of die city, and the younger, 
Vefpafian, to be emperor. Polla, defcended of a good 
family at Nurfia, had for her father Vefpafius Pollio, 
thrice made Tribune of the foldiers, and at laft Praifeft 
of the camp; and her brother was a Senator of Piston an 
dignity. There is to this day about fix miles from Nur¬ 
fia, in the road to Spoledum, a place upon the top of a 
mountain, called'Vefpafiae; where are feveral monuments 
of the Vefpafii, a fufEcient proof of the fplendor and an¬ 
tiquity of the family. I mull not deny that feme have 
pretended to fay, that Petronius’s father was a native of 
Gallia Tranfpadana, whofe employment was to hire 
work-people that ufed to go yearly from the country of 
Umbria into that of the Sabines, to affift them in their 
hufbandry; but that he fetded at laft in the town of Reate, 
and there married. But of this I have not been able to 
difeover the lead proof, upon the ftri&eft enquiry. 

II. Vefpafian was bom in the country of the Sabines, 
beyond Reate, in a little country-feat called Phalacrina, 
upon the fifth of the Calends of December, in the even¬ 
ing, in the Confulfhip of Q. Sulpicius Camerinus and C. 
Poppsus Sabinus, five years before the death of Auguftus; 
and was educated under the care of Tertulla, his grand¬ 
mother by the father’s fide, upon an eftate belonging to 
the family at Cofa. After his advancement to the empire, 
be ufed very much to frequent the place where he had 
fpent his infancy; and the villa was continued in the fame 
condition, that he might fee every thing about him juft as 
he had been ufed to do. And he had fo great a regard for 
the memory of his grandmother, that, upon folemn occa¬ 
sions and feftival days, he conftantly drank out of a filver 
cup which {he had been accuftomed to ufe. After af- 
fuming the manly habit, he had a long time an averfion 
for 
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for the Senatorian tunic, though his brother had obtained 
it; nor could he be perfuaded by any body but his mother 
to fue for that badge of honor. She at lengdi drove him 
to it, more by taunts and reproaches, than by her entrea¬ 
ties and authority, calling him now and then by way of 
abufe her brother’s footman. He ferved in quality of a 
Tribune in Thrace. When made Quasftor, he got by 
lot the province of Crete and Cyrene. He was candidate 
for the Aidilefhip, and foon after for the Praetorlhip, 
not without a refufal in the former cafe; but at laft, with 
much difficulty, he came in fixth in the poll-books. But 
the office of Prtetor he carried upon the firft attempt, and 
came in with the foremoft in number of votes. Being 
incenfed againft the Senate, that he might gain by all pof- 
fible means the good graces ofCaius, he demanded of the 
houfe extraordinary games for his fuccefs in Germany, 
and advifed to add to the punifliment of the confpirators 
againft his life, the expofing of their corpfes unburied. 
He likewife gave him thanks in that auguft aflembly for 
the honor of being admitted to his table. 

III. In the mean time he married Flavia Domitilla, 
who had formerly been miftrels to Statilius CapelUi, a 
Roman knight of Sabrata in Africa, and of Latin condi¬ 
tion ; but was foon after declared a free-born citizen of 
Rome, in a trial before the judges called Rccupcratorcs , 
and brought by her father Flavius Liberalis, a native of 
Ferentinum, and no more than-a feeretary to a Quaeftor. 
By her he had the following children, Titus, Domitian, 
and Domitilla. He outlived his wife and daughter, and 
loft them both before he was made emperor. After the 
death of his wife, he took again to his bed his former 
concubine Caenis, the freedwotnan of Antonia, and her 
N11 4 amanuenfis. 
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amanuenfis.'and kept her even after he was emperor, air 
moll as if fhe had been his wife. 

IV. In the reign of Claudius, by the interefl of Nar- 
cifibs, he was fenr lieutenant-general of a legion into 
Germany; whence being removed into Britain, he en¬ 
gaged the enemy in thirty feveral battles. He reduced 
under the Roman fubjedhon two very ftroug nations, and 
above twenty great towns, with the Ille of Wight upon 
the coaft of Britain, partly under the command of Aulus 
Plautius, and partly under that of Claudius himfelf. For 
this behaviour he received the triumphal ornaments, and 
in a fhort time after tyro pripfts’ offices, befides the Con- 
fulfhip, which be held during the two laft months of the 
year. The interval between tfyat and his Proconfullhip 
he fpent in eafe and retirement, for fear of Agrippina, who 
ftad flail a great fway with her fon, and hated all thq 
friends of Narciflus, who was then death Afterwards he 
gpt by lot the province of Africa, which he governed 
with great reputation, excepting that once, in an up¬ 
roar at Adrumetum, he was pelted with turnips. It 
is certain that he returned thence nothing richer; for 
his credit tyas fo low, that he was obliged to mortgage hi§ 
whole eflare iij land to his brother, and was reduced to 
the neceffity of trading in mules, for the fupport of his 
rank: for which reafon he was commonly called, “ tbe 
Muleteer.” He is faid likewife to have been con- 
y idled of fqueezing out of a young man of fafhion two 
hundred thoufand fefterces for procuring him the Lotus 
Citrous, contrary to the will of his father, and was feverely 
reprimanded for it. In his attendance upon Nero in 
Achaia, he would frequently withdraw out of the theatre, 
yvhilft he was finging, and, when he was prefent, take a 
£r“P f which gave fo great offepce, that he was not only 
difmifled 
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difniiffed from the court, but debarred the liberty of fa- 
luting that emperor in public. Upon this he retired to a fmall 
fequeftcrcd town, where he continued until a province, with 
an army, was offered him, as he lay fkulking there ip 
conftant fear of his life. A ftrong opinion had now a long 
time prevailed through all the-’ Eaft, “ that a man 
from Judaea fhould at that time be mailer of the world.” 
This, as the event Ihowed, was a prophecy of the rife of 
a Roman emperor; but the Jews, applying it to them- 
felves, broke out into a rebellion, flew their governor, 
routed the Confular lieutenant of Syria, who was ad¬ 
vancing to his afliflancc, and took an eagle, the ftandurd 
of one of his legions. As the fupprefling of this rebellion 
appeared to require a ftronger force, and an adlivc gene¬ 
ral, fuc.h as might’be fafely trufled in an affair of fo much 
importance, he was cholen in preference to- all others, 
both as a perfon of known adlivily, and, by rcafon of the 
pbfcurjty .of his birth and name, one not to be in the leaft 
(dreaded. Two legions therefore, eight fquadrons of horfc, 
and ten battalions of foot, being added to the former troops 
in Judaea, and taking with him his eldeft fon as his lieu¬ 
tenant, as foou as he arrived in the province, lie turned 
the eyes of the neighbouring provinces upon him, by re¬ 
forming immediately the difeipline of the camp ; and en¬ 
gaging the enemy once or twice with that refolution, that, 
in the attack of a eaflle, he had his knee hurt by the flroke 
of a (lone, and received feyeral arrows in his fhield. 

V. Afcer Nero and Galba, whilfl Otho and Vitellius 
•were contending for the fovereignty, he entertained hopes 
of obtaining the empire, with the profped of which he 
had long before flattered himfelf, from the following 
omens. Upon an cflate belonging to the Flavian family 
in the neighbourhood of Rome, there was an old oak, 
facred 
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facrtd to Mars, which, at die three feveral deliveries of 
Vefpafia, put out each time a new branch ; evident inti¬ 
mations of the future fortune of each child. The firft 
■was but a flender one, which quickly widiered away ; 
and accordingly the girl that was bom did not live out a 
twelvemonth. The fecond was ftrong and tall, which 
portended great good-fortune; but the third was like a 
tree. His father Sabinus, encouraged by thefe omens, 
and likewife by fome obfervations of the Harufpices, told 
his mother, “ that fhe had got a grandfon who would be 
emperor of Romeat which fhe laughed heartily, and 
wondered, Ihe faid, “ that her fon fhould doat already, 
tvhilrt fhe continued ftill fenfible.” Afterwards in his 
AEdilefhip, when C. Csefar, being in a rage at him for 
not taking care to have the ftreets kept clean, ordered the 
bofom of his gown to be fluffed with dirt, fome at that 
time conftrued it into a fign, that the government, being 
trampled under foot and deferted in fome civil commotion, 
would fall under his protection, and as it were into his 
lap. Once as he was at dinner, a ftrange dog brought a 
man’s hand out of the ftreet, and laid it under the table. 
And as he was at fupper another time,'an ox at plough, 
throwing the yoke off his neck, broke into the l oom, and 
after he had frightened away all the attendants, on a fud- 
den, as if he was tired, fell down at his feet, as lie lay ftill 
upon his couch, and hung down his neck. A cyprcfs- 
tree likewife, in a field belonging to the family, was torn 
up by the roots, and laid flat upon the gi ound, without 
any ftorm of wind to have occaGoned it; but next day it 
rofe again ffefher and ftronger than before. He dreamt 
in Achaia, that the good fortune of himlelf and family 
fhould begin when Nero had a tooth drawn; and it hap¬ 
pened that the day after, a furgeon coming out of the 
atrium of the houfe wheie the emperor then lived, fhowea 
him 
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him a tooth which he had juft then extra&ed from Nero. 
In Juchea,upon his confulting the oracleofCarmel, the an- 
fwer was fo encouraging as to affure him of fuccefs in any 
thing he projected, however great or important it might 
be. And when Jofephus, one of the prifoners of quality, 
was put in chains, he confidently affirmed, that he ftiould 
be releafed in a very fhort time by the fame Vefpafian, 
but he would be emperor firft. Some prefages likewife 
Were brought in the news from Rome, that Nero, towards 
the clofe of his days, was commanded in a dream to car¬ 
ry Jupiier’s holy chariot out of the facred apartment where 
it ftood, to Vefpafian’s houfe, and conduit it thence into 
the Circus. Not long after, as Galba was going to the elec¬ 
tion in which he was made a fecond time Conful, a ftatue 
tof Julius Cffifar turned towards the Eaft. And in the field 
of Bedriacum, before the battle began, two eagles engaged 
in the fight of the army; and one of them being beaten, a 
third came from the Eaft, and drove away the conqueror. 

VI. He made however no attempt upon the fovereign- 
ty, though his friends were very ready to fupport him, 
and even p re fled him to the entcrpriie, until he was en¬ 
couraged to it by the accidental favor of fome perfons un¬ 
known to him and at a diftance. Two thoufand men, drawn 
out of three legions in the Median army, had been fent to 
the affiftance of Otho. Whilft they were upon their 
march, news came that he had been defeated, and put an 
end to his own life ; notwithftanding which they conti¬ 
nued their march as far as Aquilefa, pretending that they 
gave no credit to the report. There, tempted by the op¬ 
portunity which the diforder of the times afforded them, 
they ravaged and plundered the country at diferetion ; 
until at length, fearing to be called to an account upon 
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their return, and punilhed for it, they refolved upon 
choofing and fetting up an emperor. “ For they were no 
ways inferior,” they faid, “ to the army that made Galba 
emperor, nor the Praetorian troops, which had put up 
Otho, nor thofe of Germany, which had done the fame 
by Vitellius.” The names of all the Confular lieutenants, 
therefore, being offered to confide rati on, and one rejecting 
one, and another another for various reafons, at laft fome 
of the third legion, which a little before Nero’s death had 
been removed out of Syria into Mcetia, extolled Vef- 
pafian in high terms; and all the rell affenting, 
his name was immediately infcribed in their banners. 
The defign however upon that occafion was quafhcd, the 
troops being brought to fubmit to Vitellius for a little 
time. But the incident being noifed aboad, Tiberius 
Alexander, governor of Egypt, firft obliged the legions 
under his command to fwear obedience to Vefpalian as 
their emperor, upon the Calends of Ju'y, which was ob- 
ferved ever after as the day of his acceflion to the empire; 
and upon the fifth of the Ides of the fame month, the army 
in Judaea, where he then was, took like wife the oath to his 
government. What contributed greatly to forward the 
affair, was a copy of a letter, whether real or counterfeit, 
which was circulated, faid to be written by Otho to Vel- 
pafian, recommending to him in the moll urgent terms 
the revenge of his caufe, and entreating him to relieve the 
commonwealth; as alfp a rumor which was fpread 
abroad, that Vitellius, after his fuccefs againlt Otho, pro- 
pofed to change the winter-quarters of the legions, and 
remove thofe in Germany to a more fecure and eafy fer- 
vice in the Eaft. Befides, atnongft the governors of the 
provinces, Licinius Mucianus dropping the grudge which, 
fiom a fpirit of emulation, he had hitherto evidently borne 
him, 
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Him, pro mi fed to join him with the Syrian army; and Vo-i 
lugefus king of theParthians offered forty thoufand bow¬ 
men in fupport of his caufe. 

VII. The civil war being therefore begun, fending be¬ 
fore him his generals and forces into Italy, he in the 
mean time went over to .Alexandria, to poffefs himfelf 
of the barriers of Egypt. Here having entered alone, 
without any attendants, the temple of Serapis, to take an 
aufpice about the future fettlement of his imperial autho¬ 
rity, and having propitiated the deity with many facri- 
fices, upon turning himfelf about, appeared his freedman 
Bafilicus to prefent him with facred leaves, crowns and 
cakes, according to the ufagc of the place. Immediately 
after this, arrived letters with advice, that Vitellius’s troops 
had been defeated at Cremona, and he himfelf flain in the 
city. But Vefpafian, as being raifed unexpe&edly from 
a low condition, wanted the authority and majefty of an 
emperor. This likewife he now received. A poor man 
who was blind, and another who was lame, came both 
together up to him, as he was fitting upon the bench in a 
court of jullice, begging of him a cure, which they faid 
they did by the admonition of the God Serapis in a dream, 
who allured them, that he might reftore one to his light 
by fpitting upon his eyes, and give ftrength to the leg of the 
other, if he vouchfafed but to touch it with his heel. He 
could fcarcely believe that fuch a method of cure would 
fucceed, and therefore durft not venture upon making the 
experiment. At laft, by the advice of his friends, he open¬ 
ly attempted both, and with fuccefs*. About the fame 
time, 

* This impofture bears ftrong marks of being founded up¬ 
on the miracles of our Saviour, which Vefpafian muft have 
8 heard 
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time, at Tegea in Arcadia, by the direction of fome pro* 
phets, fome veflels of ancient workmanfliip were dug out 
of a confecrated place, and amongft them a ftatue rcfem- 
bling Vefpaflan. 

VIII. Returning now to Rome in great celebrity for 
the miraculous cures he had performed, after a triumph 
for the reduction of the Jews, he added eight Confulfhips 
to the former. He likewife took upon him the Cenfor- 
fhip, and made it his principal concern, during the whole 
of his reign, to fettle the commonwealth which had been 
almoft ruined, and was in a tottering condition, upon a 
firm bafis; in the firft place, and then to improve it. The 
foldiers, one part of them emboldened by their victory, 
and the other from a concern at their difgrace, had aban* 
doned themfelves to every fpecies. of iicentioufnefs and 
infolence. Niy the provinces too, with fqme free cities, 
and fome kingdoms likewife under the Roman protection, 
■were all in an uproar. He therefore difbanded many of 
Virellius’s foldiers, and others of them he puniftied ; and 
fo far was he from granting any extraordinary favors to 
the iharers of his victory, that it was late before he paid 
them their premiums due by law. That he might let flip 
no opportunity of reforming the dicipline of the army, 
upon a young man’s coming finely perfumed to return 
him thanks for a commiffion to command a fquadron of 
horfe, he turned away his head in difdain, and reprimand¬ 
ed him with this fevere declaration, “ I had rather you 
had fmelt of garlic,” and revoked his commifflon. The 
men belonging to the fleet, who ran by turns from Oflia 

heard currently reported when he was in Judaea. It was a 
new ftratagem to pave the way to empire, and, amongft a cre¬ 
dulous people, fuperior to a thoufand omens. 
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and Puteoli to Rome, petitioning for an addition to their 
pay, under the name of (hoe-money, as if it would be but a 
fmall grievance to difmifs them without an anfwer, he or¬ 
dered them for the future to run without flioes, andfo they 
have done ever fmce. He divefted of their liberty Achaia, 
Lycia, Rhodes, Byzantium and Samos, and reduced theut; 
into the form of provinces ; doing the fame by Thrace, 
Cilicia and Comagene, which until that time had beep 
under the government of kings. He placed fome legions, 
in Cappadocia on account of the frequent inroads of the 
barbarians, and, inftcad of a Roman knight, appointed as 
governor of it a man of Confular rank. The city was 
much deformed by the rubbilli of houfes which had been 
burnt down long before: to'remedy which, he gave leave 
to any one that would, to take pofleflion of the void 
ground and build upon it, if the proprietors fhould hefitate 
to perform the work for themfelves. He rcfolved upon 
rebuilding the Capitol, and was the foremoft to put his 
hand to the clearing the ground of the rubbilli, by car¬ 
rying away fome of it upon his own (boulder. And he 
undertook likewife to reftore the three thoufand brazen, 
plates, which had been burnt at the fame time, by. 
fearching in all places for copies of them, and thus again 
furnilhed the government with a collection of curious and 
ancient records, in which were contained the decrees of 
the Senate, almoft from the building of the city ; as alfo 
advts of the commons, relative to alliances, treaties, and 
privileges which had been granted to any perfon. 

IX. He likewife ereefted fcvcral public buildings, as the 
temple of Peace near the Forum, that of Claudius on the 
Ccelian mount, which had been begun by Agrippina, 
hut almoft entirely demolilhed by Nero. He built an. 
amphitheatre in the middle of the city, upon finding that 
Auguftus 
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Auguftus had projected foch a work. He purged the' Se- 
natorian and Etjueftrian Orders, which had been much 
reduced by the havoc made amongftthem atfeveral times, 
anddifparagcd by the undne admiffion, for a long time paft, 
of fuch as were unworthy of that rank. Having ex¬ 
pelled the moft unworthy, he chofe in their room thd 
moft honorable perfons in Italy, and the provinces. And 
to let it be known, that thofe two Orders differed not fa 
much in privileges as dignity, upon occafion of fome al¬ 
tercation that pafled between a Senator and a Roman 
knight, he declared publicly, “ that Senators ought not 
to be treated with fcurrilous language, unlefs they werd 
the aggreffors, and then it was fair and lawful to return it.” 

X. Law-fuits had then accumulated to a prodigious 
number, partly from old litigations which, on account of 
the interruption that had been given to the courfe of juft- 
ice, ftill remained undecided, and partly from the accef- 
Con of a new mafs, occafioned by the diforder of the 
times. He chofe commiffioners by lot to provide for the 
reftitution of what had been feized by violence during the 
•war, as alfo fome extraordinary commiffioners to judge 
of centumviral canfes, and reduce them to as fmall a 
number as poffible, for the difpatch of which otherwife, 
die lives of the parties concerned could fcarcely allow fuf- 
ficient time. 

XI. Luft and luxury, from the impunitv which had 
loDg prevailed, were grown to an enormous height. He 
therefore moved the. Senate to decree, that a woman who 
had to do with the Have of another perfon, fhould herfetf 
become a flare ; and that ufurers fhould be allowed no 
adiion at law for the recovery of money lent to young 
men whilft they lived in their father’s family, not even 
after their fathers were dead. 


XII. In 
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XII. In the other parts of his adminiftration, from the 
beginning to the end of his reign, he conduced himfelf 
with great moderation and clemency. He was fo far 
from diflembling with regard to the obfcurity of his ex- 
ti a cl ion, that he frequently made mention of it himfelf. 
When fame would aifedl to trace his pedigrte to the 
founders of Reate, and the companion of Hercules, whofe 
monument is ftill to befeen in the Salarian way, he laugh¬ 
ed at them for it. And he was fo little fond of external 
and adventitious ornaments, that, upon the day of his tri¬ 
umph, being quite tired with the length and tedioufnefs of 
fhe proceffion, he could not forbear faying, “ he was 
rightly fervcd, for having in his old age been fo filly as to 
defire a triumph, as if it was cither due to his anceftorsj 
or had ever been expe&ed by himfelf.” Nor would he 
for a long time accept of the Tribunitian authority, of 
the title of Father of his Country. And in regard to the 
cuflom of fearching fuch as came to pay their refpedds to 
him, he dropt it even in the time of the civil war.- 

XIII. He bore with great mildnefs the freedom ufed by 
his friends, the fatirical allufions of pleaders, and the pe¬ 
tulance of philofophers. ticinius Mucianus, who had 
been guilty of notorious adds of lewdnefs, but,- prefuming 
upon his great lerviccs, treated him very rudely, he re¬ 
proved only in private, and fo as, in complaining of his 
behaviour to a common friend of theirs, he concluded 
with tliefe words, “ However, I am a man.” Salvius Li¬ 
berals, in pleading the caufe of a i ich man under profe- 
cution, prefuming to fav, “ What is it to Crefar, if Hip¬ 
parchus lias an eftate of a hundred millions of fefterces ?’* 
he commended him for it. Demetrius the Cvnic philofo- 
pher meeting him upon a journey, after he came to be 
emperor, and refilling to fife up to him, or falute him, 

O o nay, 
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nay,fnarling at him in fcurrilous language,he only called 
him a dog. 

XIV. He never kept in mind affronts or quarrels, nor 
harbored - any refcntment of them. He married the daugh¬ 
ter of his enemy Vitellius very nobly, and gave her, be- 
fides, a fuitable fortune and equipage. Being in a great 
confternation after he was forbid the court by Nero, and 
afking thofe about him, what he fliould do ? or, whither 
he fhould go ? one of thofe whofc office it was to intro¬ 
duce people to the emperor, thrufting him out, bid him 
go to Morbonia. But when this fame perfon came after¬ 
wards to beg his pardon, he expreffed his refentment only 
in alcnoft the fame words. For he was fo far from being 
influenced by any fufpicion or fear, to feek the deftrudtiou 
of anv body, that, when his friends advifed him to beware 
of Metius Pompofianus, becaufe it was commonly believ¬ 
ed that he was dellined by his nativity to the empire, he 
made him Conful, engaging for him, that he would be 
mindful of the favor. 

XV. It will fcarcely he found, that fo much as one in¬ 
nocent perfon fuffered in his reign, unlcfs in his abfcncc, 
and without his knowledge, or at leaft contrary to his in¬ 
clination, and when he was impofcd upon. Though 
Helvidius Prifcus was the only man that prefumed to 
falutehim at his return from Syria, by his private name 
of Vefpafian, and, when he came to be Praetor, paffed 
him by in his edicts, without the leaft rcipeift or men¬ 
tion of him, vet he was not angry, until the latter pro¬ 
ceeded to treat him with the nioft abuiive language. 
Though he did indeed banith him, and afterwards or¬ 
dered him to be put to death, yet he would gladly have 
laved him notwithstanding, and accordingly difpatc lied 



T. FLAVIUS YESPA 9 IANU 9 AUGUSTUS. § 6 $ 
away meffengers to fetch back the perfons who had been 
engaged for the execution ; and he would have faved him, 
had he not been impofed upon by a falfe account brought, 
that he was already executed. He never rejoiced at 
the death of any man ; nay would flied tears, and figb, at 
the juft punifhment of the guilty. 

XYI. The only thing defervedly blameable in his cha* 
rafter was his love of money. For not fatisfied with 
reviving the imports which had been dropped under Gal- 
ba, he impofed new taxes, burdenfome to the fubjefts, 
augmented the tribute of the provinces, and doubled that 
of fome. He likewife openly praftifed a fort of traffic, 
which would have been fcandalous even in a perfon be¬ 
low the dignity of an emperor, buying great quantities of 
goods, for the purpofe of retailing them again to advan¬ 
tage. Nay he made no fcruple of felling the great offices 
of ftatc to the candidates, and pardons likewife to perfons 
under profecution, as well the innocent as the guilty. It is 
believed, that he advanced all the mod rapacious amongft 
the procurators to higher offices, with the view offqueez- 
ing them after they had acquired great riches. He was 
commonly faid, “ to have made ufe of them as fpunges,” 
becaufe he did, as one may fay, wet them when dry, and 
fqueeze them when wet. Some fay that he was natural¬ 
ly extremely covetous, and that he was upbraided with it 
by an old herdfman of his, who, upon the emperor’s re- 
fuftng to enfranchife him gratis, which at his advance¬ 
ment he humbly petitioned for, cried out, “ That the fox 
changed his hair, but not his nature.” There are fome, 
on the other hand, of opinion, that he was urged to his 
rapacious proceedings by neceffity, and the extreme po¬ 
verty of the treafury and exchequer, of which he pub¬ 
licly took notice in the beginning of his reign ; declaring 
O o 2 that 
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that “ no left than forty thoufand millions of fefterces 
was neceffary for the fupport of the government.” This 
is the more likely to be true of him, beeaufe he applied to 
the beft purpofes what he procured by bad means. 

XVII. His liberality to all ranks of people was parti¬ 
cularly eminent. He made up to feveral Senators the eftate 
required by law to qualify them for that dignity; reliev¬ 
ing likewife fuch men of Confular rank as were poor, 
with a yearly allowance of five hundred thoufand fefter- 
ces ; and rebuilt, in a better manner than before, feveral 
cities ,in different parts of the empire, which had been 
much damaged by earthquakes or fires. 

XVIII. He was a great encourager of learning and 
learned men. He firft appointed the Latin and Greek 
profeffors of rhetoric the yearly ftipend of a hundred thou¬ 
fand fefterces each out of the exchequer. He was like¬ 
wife extremely generous to fuch as excelled in poetry, or 
even the mechanic arts, and particularly to one that 
brufhed up the pidhire of Venus at Cos, and another 
who repaired the Colofius. A mechanic offering to con¬ 
vey fome huge pillars into the Capitol at a fmall expence, 
he'rewarded him very handfomely for his invention, but 
would not accept of his fervice, faying, “ You muff al¬ 
low me to take care of the poor people.” 

XIX. In the games celebrated at the revival of the ft age 
in Marcellus’s theatre, he reftored the old mufical enter¬ 
tainments. He gave Apollinaris the tragedian four hun¬ 
dred thoufand fefterces ; Terpnus and Diodorus the 
harpers two hundred thoufand; to fome a hundred thou- 
land; and the leaft he gave to any of the performers was 
forty thoufand, befides many golden crowns. He had 


company 
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company conftantly at his table, and entertained them in 
a plentiful manner, on purpofe to help the fhambles. As 
in the Saturnalia he made prefents to the men at his table 
to carry away with them ; fo did he to the women upon 
the Calends of March ; notwichftanding which he could 
not wipe off the infamy of his former covetoufnefs. The 
Alexandrians called him conftantly Cybiofafics ; a name 
which had been given to one of their kings who was for- 
didly covetous. Nay, at his funeral, Favo the archmimic, 
reprefenting his perfon, and imitating, as ufual, his be¬ 
haviour both in fpeech and gefture, a Iked aloud of the 
procurators, “ how much his funeral pomp would coft ?” 
And being anfvvered “ ten millions of fefterces,” he cried 
out, that, “ give him but a hundred thoufand fefterces, 
and they might throw his body into the Tiber, if they 
would.” 

XX. He was broad-fet, ftrong-limbed, and had the 
countenance of a perfon who was ftraining. On this ac¬ 
count, one of the buffoons at court, upon the emperor’s 
defiring him “ to fay fomething merry upon him,” face- 
tioufly anfvvered, “ I will, when you have done eafing 
yourfelf.” He enjoyed a good ftate of health, though he 
ufed no other means to preferve it, than rubbing his jaws 
and other parts of him a certain number of times in the 
tennis-court, and falling one day in every month. 

XXI. His method of life was commonly this. After 
he came to be emperor, he ufed to rife very early, often 
before day-break. Having read over his letters, and the 
breviaries of all the offices about court, he ordered his 
friends to be admitted ; and whilft they were paying him 
their compliments, he would put on his (hoes and drefs 
himfelf. Then, after the difpatch of fuch bulinefs as was 

O o 3 brought 
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brought before him, he rode out in his chaife or chair ; 
and, upon his return, laid himfelf down upon his couch to 
fleep, accompanied by fome of his concubines, of whom 
he had taken a great number into his fervice upon the 
death of Gsenis. After riling from his couch, he entered 
the bath, and then went to fupper. They fay he never 
■was more eafy or obliging than at that time ; and there¬ 
fore thofe about him always feized that opportunity, 
when they had any favor to requeft of him. 

XXII. At fupper and at play, he was extremely free 
and jocofe. For he had humor, but of a low kind, and 
would fometimes fpeak very indecently. Yet there are 
fome things related of him not void of ingenious pleafant- 
ry 5 amongft which are the following. Being told once 
by Meftrius Floras, that plaujlra was more proper than 
ploftra , he the next day faluted him by the name of Flau- 
rus. A certain lady pretending to be defperately in love 
•with him, he was prevailed upon to gratify her inclina¬ 
tion ; after which he gave her four hundred thoufand fef- 
. terces. And when his Reward delired to know how he 
would have the fum put down in his accounts, he replied, 
f‘ For a lady’s being in love with Vefpaftan,” 

XXITI. He ufed feveral Greek verfes not unfeafonably; 
as of a certain tall man well furnilhed: 

Maurfa CiSaf xjaJ-tav JbM;eotrxiov sy%c;. 

Still thaking, as he flrodc, a vaft long fpcar. '"• r 1 

And of the freedman Cerylus, who being very rich, to 
elude the exchequer at his decease, had begun to pafs him¬ 
felf upon the world as free-born, under the name of 
LacheSj he made this remark: 

n a«»i. 
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SI Aax"Sj Aaxi5> ettot amBavy;, 

AuOli 4 EI5J15T1 Ki)5«/A0{. 

Ah, Laches, Laches ! when ihou an no more, 

Thou'lt Cerylus be cail’J, juft as before. 

He chiefly affeiflcd wit upon his own 111 a rueful means of 
railing money, to wipe off the odium by means of a little 
jocularity. One of his ininilters, who was much in his 
favor, requelling of him a fiewardfhip for fome perfon, 
under pretence of his being his brother, he put off the af¬ 
fair, but fent for the perfon who was die candidate, and hav¬ 
ing fqueczed out of him as much money as he had agreed 
to give his folicitor, he appointed him immediately to the 
place. The minifler foon after renewing his application, 
“ You rouft,” faid he, “ make a brother of fome body 
elfe; for he whom you took for yours, is really mine.” 
Once upon a journey fufpcifling that his mule-driver had 
alighted to fhoe his mules, only to give time and opportu¬ 
nity to one that had a law-fuit depending to fpeak to him, 
he alked him, “ how much he had for (hoeing ?” and 
would have a (hare of the profit. \V hen his fon Titus 
blamed him for the tax he had laid upon urine, he applied 
to his hole a piece of the money received in the firft pay¬ 
ment, and alked him, “ if it flunk?” And he replying 
no, “ And yet,” faid he, “ it comes from urine.” Some 
deputies having come to acquaint him that a large ftatue, 
which would cod a vail l'um, was ordered to be ereeled 
for him at the public charge, he hid them erect it immedi¬ 
ately, (bowing them his hand hollowed, and laying, “ there 
was a hafe ready for it.” Nay when he was under the ap- 
prehenflons and danger of death, he would not forbear his 
jefls. For when, amongfl other prodigies, the maulo- 
leum of the Ctefars flew open on a fudden, and a blazing 
ftar appeared in the heavens ; one of the prodigies, he faid, 
concerned Julia Calvina, who was of the family of Au- 
gufl us; and the othpr, the king of the Parthtans, who 
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wore his hair long. And when his diftemper firft feizcd 
him, “ I fuppofe,” feid he, “ I am going to be a God.’’ 

XXIV. In his ninth Confulfliip, being feized in Cam¬ 
pania with fome flight indifpoiition, and immediately re¬ 
turning to town upon it, he foon after went thence for 
Cutilise, and the country about Reate, where he ufed 
every year to fpend the fummer. Here, though his dif¬ 
temper incommoded him much, and he had hurt his 
bowels by the ufe of cold water, he neverthelefs attended 
to the difpatch of bufinefs, and would give audience to 
ambafiadors in bed. At laft being taken il} of a diarrhoea, 
to fuch a degree that he was ready to faint, he cried out, 
“ Ah emperor ought to die (landing.” In endeavoring 
to rife, he died in the hands of thofe who were helping 
him up, upon the eighth of the Calends of July, being 
fixty-nine years, one month, and fercn days old. 

XXV. It is agreed amongft all, that he had fuch confi¬ 
dence in his own nativity and that of his fons, that, after fe- 
veral confpiracies againft him,he told the Senate, tha t either 
his fons would fucceed him, or no body. It is faid likcwife, 
that he once faw in a dream a balance in the middle of 
die porch of the palatine houfe exadily poifed; in one 
fcale of which flood Claudius and Nero, in the other, 
himfelf and his fons. The event correfponded to the fym- 
bol; for the reign of . both parties was precifely of the 
fame duration. 


NEITHER confenguinity nor adoption, as formerly, but 
great influence in the army, having now become the pa¬ 
tent road to the imperial throne, no perfon could claim a 
fetter 
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better title to that elevation than Titus Flavius Vefpafian* 
He had not only ferved with great reputation in the wars 
both in Britain and Judaea, but feemed as yet untainted 
with anv vice which could pervert his condu£t in the ci¬ 
vil adminiftration of the empire. It appears, however, 
that he was prompted more by the perfuafion of friends, 
than by his own ambition, to profecute the attainment of 
the imperial dignity. To render this enterprife more fuc- 
cefsful, recourfe was had to a new and peculiar artifice, 
which, while well accommodated to the fuperftitious cre¬ 
dulity of the Romans, imprefled them with an idea, that 
Vefpafian’s deftiny to the throne was confirmed byfuper- 
natural indications. But, after his elevation, we hear no 
more of his miraculous atchievements. 

The profecution of the war in Britain, which had been 
fufpended for fome years, was refumed by Vefpafian ; and 
he font thither Petilius Cerealis, who by his bravery ex¬ 
tended the limits of the Roman province. Under Julius 
Frontinus, fucceflor to that general, the invaders conti¬ 
nued to make favther progrcfs in the reduction of the 
ifland: but the commander who finally eftablilhed the 
dominion of the Romans in Britain, was Julius Agricola, 
not lefs diftinguifhed for his military atchievements, than 
for his prudent regard to the civil adminiftration of the 
country. He began his operations with the conquefi: of 
North Wales, whence palling over into tire ifland of An- 
glefey, which had revolted fince the time of Suetonius, 
he again reduced it to fuhjedtion. Then proceeding 
northwards with his victorious army, he defeated the Bri¬ 
tons in every engagement, took poffeffion of all the ter¬ 
ritories in the fouthem parts of the ifland, and driving be¬ 
fore him all who refufed to fubmit to the Roman arms, 
penetrated even into the forefts and mountains of Caledo- 
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nia. He defeated the natives under Galgacus their leader, 
in a decifive battle; and fixing a line of garrifons be¬ 
tween the friths of Clyde and Forth, he fecured the Ro¬ 
man province from the incurfions of the people who oc¬ 
cupied the parts of the illand beyond that boundary. 
Wherever he efrablifhed the Roman power, he intro¬ 
duced laws and civilization amongfl the inhabitants, and 
employed every means of conciliating their affection, as 
well as of fecuring dieir obedience. 

The war in Judaea, which had been commenced under 
die former reign, was continued in that of Vefpafian ; 
but he left the fiege of Jerufalem to be conducted by his 
fon Titus, who difplayed great valor and military talents 
in the profecution of the enterprile. After an obftinate 
defence by the Jews, that city, fo much celebrated in the 
iacred writings, was finally demoliihed, and the glorious 
temple itfelf, the admiration of the world, reduced to 
afhes ; contrary however to the will of Titus, who ex¬ 
erted his utmofl efforts to extinguilh the flames. 

The manners of the Romans had now attained to an 
enormous pitch of depravity, through the unbounded li- 
eentioufnefs of the times ; and, to the honor of Vefpa- 
lian, he difcovered great zeal in his endeavors to effect a 
national reformation. Vigilant, active and perfevering, 
he was indefatigable in the management of public affairs, 
and rofe in the winter before day-break, to give audience 
to his officers of ftate. But if we give credit to the whim- 
fical impofition of a rax upon urine, we cannot entertain 
any high opinion, either of his talents as a financier, or 
of the rei'ources of the Roman empire. By his encou¬ 
ragement of fcience, he difplayed a liberality, of which 
there occurs no example under all the preceding emperors, 
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from the time of Auguftus. Pliny the elder was now in 
the height of reputation, 'as well as in great favor with 
"Vefpafian ; and it was probably owing not a little to the 
advice of that minifter, that the emperor fliowed him- 
felf fo much the patron of literary men. A writer men¬ 
tioned frequently by Pliny, and who lived in this reign, 
was Licinius Mucianus, a Roman knight: he treated of 
the hiftory and geography of the eaftern countries. Juve¬ 
nal, who had begun his Satires feveral years before, con¬ 
tinued to inveigh againft the flagrant vices of the times ; 
but the only author whofe writings we have to notice in 
the prefent reign, is a poet of a different clafs. 

Flaccus has written a poem in eight books, on the Expe¬ 
dition of the Argonauts; a fubjeiSt which, next to the wars 
of Thebes and Troy, was in ancient times 
the moft celebrated. Of the life of this au- 
thor biographers have tranfmitted no par¬ 
ticulars ; but we may place his birth in the reign of Ti¬ 
berius, before all the writers who flourifhed in the Au- 
guftan age were extindd. He enjoyed the rays of the Pet¬ 
ting Sun which had illumined that glorious period, and he 
difeovers the efforts of an ambition to recall its meridian 
fpleudor. As the poem was left incomplete by the death 
of the author, we can only, judge imperfectly of the con- 
dud! and general confiflency of the fable: but the moll 
difficult part having been executed, without any room for 
the cenfure of candid criticifm, we may prefume that the 
fcquel would have been finifhed with an equal claim to 
indulgence, if not to applaufe. The traditional anecdotes 
relative to the Argonautic expedition are introduced with 
propriety, and embellifhed with the graces of poetical 
hdtion. In deferibing feenes of tendernefs, this author is 
happily pathetic, and in the heat of combat, proportion- 
ably 
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ably animated. His Smiles prefent the imagination with 
beandfhl imagery, and not only illuftrate, but give ad¬ 
ditional force to the fubjeCt. We find in Flaccus a few 
expreflions not countenanced by the authority of the mod 
celebrated Latin writers. His language, however, in 
general, is pure; but his words are perhaps not always 
the.bed that might have been chofen. The verification 
is elevated, though not uniformly harmonious ; and there 
pervades the whole poem an epic dignity, which renders 
it fuperior to the production afcribed to Orpheus, or to 
that of Apollonius, on the fame fubjeCt. 


TITUS 
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TITUS FLAVIUS VESPASIANUS 

AUGUSTUS. 


I. TITUS, who had the fame cognomen with his fa¬ 
ther, was the darling and delight of mankind, (fo much 
did he poffefs of happy endowments, addrefs, or good for¬ 
tune, to conciliate die favor of all; and what is extremely 
difficult indeed, after he came to be emperor: for before 
that period, even during the reign of his father, he lay 
under the difpleafure and cenfure of the public.) He was 
born upon the third of the Calends of January, in the year 
remarkable for the death of Caius, near the Septizonium, 
in a mean houfe, and a fmall dark chamber: for it dill 
exids, and is diown to die curious. 

II. He wps educated at court with Britannicus, in- 
drufted in the fame parts of literature, and under the 
fame maders with him. During this time, they fay, that 
a phyfiognomift being brought by Narciffus, the freed- 
man of Claudius, to infpeCt Britannicus, podtively af¬ 
firmed that he would never come to be emperor, but that 
Titus, who dood by, would. They were fo familiar, 
that Titus being next him at table, is thought to have 
faded of the fatal potion which put an end to Britannicus’s 
life, and to have contracted from it a didemper which re¬ 
mained with him a long time. The remembrance of all 
thefe circumdances being frefli in his mind, he ereCted a 
golden datue of him in the palace, dedicated to him an- 
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other on horfeback, of ivory, and attended it in the C;r~ 
cenfian proceffion, in which it is {kill carried to this day. 

Ilf. He was, when a boy, remarkable for fine a'ccom- 
plifhments both of body and mind; and as he advanced in 
years, they became {kill more confpicuous. He had a 
graceful perfon, combining an equal mixture of majefty 
and fweetnels; was very‘ftrong, though not tall, and 
fomewhat big-bellied. He was endowed with an excel* 
lent memory, and a capacity for all the arts of peace and 
war; was a perfect matter in (he ufe of arms, and iti 
riding the great horfe ; very ready in the Latin and Greek 
tongues, as well in verfe as profe; and fuch was the fa¬ 
cility he poSefled in both, that he would harangue and 
vcrfify extempore. Nor was he unacquainted with mufic, 
but would both fing and plav upon the harp very finely, 
and with judgement. I have likewife been informed by 
many, that he was remarkably quick in the writing of 
ihort-hand, would in merriment and jeft engage with his 
fecretaries in the imitation of any hands he faw, and of¬ 
ten fay, “ that he was admirably qualified for forgery.” 

IV. In the quality of a military Tribune both in Ger¬ 
many and Britain, he conduded himfelf with the utmoft 
activity, and no lefs modefty and reputation; as appears 
evident from the great number of lkatucs with honorable 
inferiptions, erected for him in various parts of both thofe 
provinces. After feme campaigns he applied himfelf to 
the bufinefs of pleading, but with 1 ' afinluity than ap- 
p la ufe. About the fame time he ma.ried Arricidia, the 
daughter of Tertulius, who was only a knight, but had 
formerly been commander of the guards, and, after her 
deceal’e, Marcia Furnitta, of a very noble family, by 
whom he had a daughter, but afterwards divorced her. 

Upon 
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tJpon tlie expiration of his Quzeftorlhip, he was made 
commander of a legion, and took the two ftrong cities of 
Tarichsa and Gamala in Judaea ; and in a battle having 
his horfe flain under him, he mounted another, whofe 
rider he was engaged with, and killed. 

V. Soon after, when Galba came to be emperor, he 
was difpatched away to congratulate him upon the occa- 
fion, and turned the eyes of all people upon him, wher¬ 
ever he came, it being the general opinion amongfl them, 
that the emperor had fent for him with a defign to adopt 
him for his fon. But finding all things again in confu- 
lion, he turned back upon the road ; and going to con- 
fult the oracle of Venus at Paphos about his voyage, he 
received affurances of obtaining the empire for himfelf. 
In this prediction he was foon after confirmed ; and be¬ 
ing left to finilh the reduction of Judaea, in the laft af- 
fault upon Jerufalem, he flew fevcn of the men that 
defended it, with juft fo many arrows, and took it 
upon his daughter’s birth-day. Upon this occafion, 
the foldiers expreffed fo much joy and fondnefs for him, 
that, in their congratulation of him, they unanimoufly 
faluted him by the title of Emperor ; and, upon his quit¬ 
ting the province foon after, would needs have detained 
him, earneftly begging of him, and that not without 
threats, “ either to ftay, or take them all with him.” 
This incident gave rife to a fufpicion of his being engag¬ 
ed in a delign to rebel againft his father, and claim for 
himfelf the government of the Eaft ; and the fufpicion en- 
creafcd, when, in his way to Alexandria, he wore a di¬ 
adem at the confeeration of the ox Apis at Memphis; 
which though he did only in compliance with an ancient 
religious ufage of the country, yet there were fome who 
put a bad conftruflion upou it. Making therefore what 
8 halte 
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bafte he could into Italy, he arrived firft at Rhegium, and 
failing thence in d merchant fhip to Puteoli, went to 
Rome with all poffible expedition. Prefenting himfelf 
unexpectedly to his father, he laid, by way of reflection 
upon the rafhnefs of the reports raifed againft him, “ I 
am come, father, I am come;” 

VI. From that time he conftantly a died as partner 
with his father in the government, and indeed the guar¬ 
dian of it. He triumphed with his father, bore jointly 
■with him the office of Cenfor; and was, behdes, his col¬ 
league not only in the Tribunitian authority, but feven 
Confullhips. Taking upon himfelf the care and infpec- 
tion of all offices, he dictated letters, wrote proclama¬ 
tions' in his father’s name, and pronounced his fpeech.es 
in die Senate, in room of the Quseftor. He likewife took 
upon him the command of the guard, which before that 
time had never been held by any but a Roman knight, 
and behaved with great haughtinefs and-violence, taking 
off without fcruple or delay all thofe of whom he was 
mod jealous, after he had fecredy engaged people to di- 
fperfe themfelves in the theatres and camp, and demand 
them as it were by general confent to be delivered up to 
punifbment. Amongft thefe he invited to fupper A. 
Csecina, a man of Confular rank, whom he ordered to be 
ftabbed at his departure, immediately after he had got out 
of the room. To this act he was provoked by an imminent 
danger: for he had difeovered a writing under the hand of 
Cscina, containing an account of a plot carried on 
amongft the foldiery. By this means, though he pro¬ 
vided indeed for the future fecurity of his family, yet for 
the prefent he fo much incurred the hatred of the people, 
that fcarcely ever any one came to the empire with a more 
odious charadcr, or more univerfally difliked. 

VII. Befides 
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VII; Befides his cruelty, he lay under the fufpicion of 
luxury, becaufe he would continue his revels until mid-' 
night with the mod riotous of his acquaintance. Nor 
was he lefs fufpetted of exceffivc lewdnefs, becaufe of the 
fwarms of catamites and eunuchs about him, and his 
•well-known intrigue with queen Beronice, to whom he 
■was likewife reported to have promifed marriage. He 
was fuppofed, befides, to be of a rapacious difpofitiou : 
for it is certain, that, in caufes which came before his fa¬ 
ther, he ufed to offer his interefl: to fale, and take bribes. 
In fhort, people openly declared an unfavorable opinion 
of him, and faid he would prove another Nero. This 
prejudice however turned out in the end to his advantage# 
and enhanced his praifes not a little, becaufe he was 
found to poffcfs no vicious propenfities, but on the con¬ 
trary the noblcft virtues. His entertainments were plea- 
fant rather than extravagant; and he chofc fuch a fet of 
friends, as the following princes acquicfced in as neceffary 
for them and the government. He fent away Beronice 
from the city immediately, much againft both their in¬ 
clinations. Some of his old catamites, though fuch adepts 
in dancing, that they bore an uncontrolable fway upon the 
ftage, he was fo far from treating with any extraordinary 
kindnefs, that he would not fo much as fee them in any 
public aflemblv of the people. He violated no piivate 
property ; and if ever man refrained from injuftiee, he 
did ; nay he would not accept ot the allowable and cuf- 
turaary contributions. Yet he was inferior to none of the 
princes before him, in point of gcncrofity. Having open¬ 
ed his amphitheatre, and built force warm baths clofe by 
it with great expedition, he entertained the people with a 
mod magnificent public diverfion. He likewife exhibited 
.a naval-fight in the old Naumachia, betides a combat of 
gladiators; and in one day brought into the theatre five 
thoufand wild beads of all kinds. 

P P 
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VTII. He was by nature extremely benevolent. For 
whereas the emperors after Tiberius, according to the 
example he had fet them, would not admit the grants 
made by former princes to be valid, unlefs they received 
their own fanftion, he confirmed them all by one gene¬ 
ral proclamation, without waiting until he fhould be 
addrefled upon the fubjedt. Of all who exprefled a de¬ 
fire of any favor, it was bis conftant pra£tice to fend 
none away without hopes. And when his minifters in- 
finuated to him, as if he promifed more than he could 
perform, he replied, “ Nobody ought to go away fad 
from an audience of his prince.” Once at fupper, rcfledt- 
ing that he had done nothing for any that day, he broke 
out into that memorable and juftly admired faying, 
“ Friends, I have loft a day.” He treated in particular 
the whole body of the people upon all occafions with fo 
much complaifance, that, upon promifing them an enter¬ 
tainment of gladiators, he declared, “ He ihould ma¬ 
nage it, not according to his own fancy, but that of the 
fpeftators,” and did accordingly. He denied them no¬ 
thing, and very frankly encouraged them to alk what 
they pleafed. Being a favorer of the gladiators called 
Thraccs, he would, as fuch, frequently indulge a free¬ 
dom with the people both in his words and geftures, but 
always without the lead violation either of his imperial 
dignity or juftice. To omit no occafion of acquiring 
popularitv, he would let the common people be admitted 
into his bath, even when he made ufe of it himfelf. There 
happened in his reign fome dieadful accidents, as an 
eruption of mount Vefuvius in Campania, and a fire in 
Rome which continued during three days and three nights, 
beildes a plague, fuch as was fcarcely ever known be¬ 
fore. Amidft thefe difmal calamities, he not only dif- 
covered all die concern that might be expected from a 
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prince, but a paternal affediion for his people ; one while 
comforting them by his proclamations, and another while 
aflifting them as much as was in his power. He chofe by 
lot, from amongft the men of Coufular rank, commiflion- 
ers for the relief of Campania. The eftates of thole 
who had perifhed by the eruption of Vefuvius, and who 
had left no heirs, he applied to the repair of fuch cities 
as had been damaged by that accident. In refpedf of the 
public buildings deftroyed in the fire of the city, he de¬ 
clared that nobody fhould be a lofer by them but him- 
felf. Accordingly, he applied all the ornaments of his 
palaces to the decoration of the temples, and purpofes 
of public utility, and appointed feveral men of the Eqtief- 
trian Order to fuperintend the work. For the relief of 
the people during the plague, he employed, in the way of 
facrifice and medicine, all means both human and divine. 
Amongft the calamities of the times, were informers, 
and thofe who employed them ; a tribe of mifereants 
who had grown up under the licence of former reigns. 
Thefe he frequently ordered to be lafhed or well cudgel¬ 
led in the Forum, and then, after he had obliged them to 
pafs through the amphitheatre as a public fpedlaclc, com¬ 
manded them to be fold for flaves, or elfe banifhed them 
into fome rocky iflands. And to difeourage the like 
practices for the future, amongft other things, he forbid 
any one to be proceeded againft upon feveral laws for 
the fame fact, and that the condition of perfons deceafed 
fhould, after a certain number of years, be exempt from 
all enquiry. 

IX. Having avowed that he accepted the office of 
high-prieft for the purpofe of preferving his hands un¬ 
defiled, he faithfully adhered to his promife. For after 
that time he was neither chrcCtly nor indirectly concerned 
P p 2 in 



THE LIFE OF 


580 

in the death of any perion, though he fometirries \v4s- 
fufficientlv provoked. He fwore “ that he would perifh 
himfelf, rather than prove the deftru&ion of any man.” 
Two men of Patrician quality being convicted of afpir- 
ing to the empire, he only advifed them to debit, faying, 
“ that fovercign power was difpofed of by fate,” and 
promifed them, that, if they had any thing elfe to delire 
of him, he would gratify them. Upon this incident, he 
immediately fent meflengers' to the mother of one of 
them, that was at a great diftance, and concerned about 
het fon, to fatisfy her that he was fafe. Nay he not 
only invited them to fup with him, but next day, at a 
(how of gladiators, purpofely placed them clofe by him; 
and when the arms of the combatants were prefenfed to 
him, he handed them to the two aflociates. It is faid like- 
wife,that upon being infoimed of their nativities, he affured 
them, “ that fome great calamity would fome time befal 
them, but from another hand, not his.” Though his bro¬ 
ther was perpetually plotting againlt hint, aim oft openly 
fpiriring up the armies to rebellion, and contriving to leave 
the court with the view of putting himfelf at their head ; 
yet be could not endure to put him to death. So far 
was he from entertaining fuch a fentiment, that he would 
not fo much r.s hanilh him the court, nor treat him with 
lefs refpect than before. But from his firfl: acceffion to ■ 
the empire, he conftantly declared him his partner in it, 
and that he Ihould be his fucceffoi ; begging of him 
fometimes in private with tears, “ to make him a return 
of che like affection.” 

X. Meanwhile he was taken off by an untimely death, 
more to the lots of mankind than himfelf. At the clofe 
of the public directions with which he entertained the 
people, he wept bitteth before them all, and then went 
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away for the country of the Sabines, very melancholy, 
becaufe a vidtim, when about to be facrificed, had made 
its efcape, and loud thunder had been heard during a fe- 
rene ftate of the atmofpherc. At the firft ftage on the 
road, he was feized with a fever, and being carried 
thence in a fedan, they fay that he put by the curtains, 
and looked up to heaven, complaining heavily, “ that 
his life was taken from him, though lie had done no¬ 
thing to deferve it: for there was no adlion of his that 
he had occalion to repent of, but one.” What that was, 
he neither intimated himfelf, nor is it cafy for any to con- 
jedhne. Some imagine that he alluded to the unlawful 
familiarity which he had formerly had with his brother’s 
wife. But Domitia folemnly denied it with an oath; 
which file would never have done, had there been any 
truth in the report; nay, flie would certainly have 
boafted of it, as flic was forward enough to do in regard 
to all her fhameful intrigues. 

XI. He died in the fame villa where his father had 
done before him, upon the Ides of September; two 
years, two months and twenty days after he had fuc- 
cecdcd his father ; and in the one and fortieth year of his 
age. As foon as the news of his death was publilhcd, 
all people mourned for him, as for the lofs of fomc near 
relation. The Senate, before they could be fummoned 
by proclamation, drew together, and locking the doors 
of their houfe at firft, but afterwards opening them, 
gave him fuch thanks, and heaped upon him fuch praifes, 
now he was dead, as they never had done whilft he was 
ajive and prefeat amongft them. 


TITUS 




582 THE LIFE OF 

TITUS Flavius Vefpafian, the Younger, was the 
firft prince who afeended the Roman throne by here¬ 
ditary fucceflion; and having conftantly adted, after 
his return from Judaea, as partner with his father in the 
adminiftration, he feemed to be well qualified, in point 
of abilities and experience, for conducing the affairs of 
the empire. But in refpedt of his natural difpofition, and 
moral behaviour, the expeditions entertained by the pub¬ 
lic were not equally flattering. He was immoderately 
addicted to luxury ; he had betrayed a firong inclination 
to cruelty ; and he lived in the habitual practice of lewd- 
nefs, no lefs unnatural than intemperate. But, with a 
degree of virtuous refolution unexampled in hiftory, he 
had no fooner taken into his hands the entire reins of go¬ 
vernment, than he renounced every vicious attachment. 
Inftead of wallowing in luxury, as before, he became a 
model of temperance; inftead of cruelty, he difplayed 
the ftrongeft proofs of humanity and benevolence; and 
in the room of lewdnefs, he exhibited a tranfition to the 
moft unblemifhed chaftity and virtue. In a word, fo 
fudden and great a change was never known in the cha- 
racler of mortal ; and he had the peculiar glory to re¬ 
ceive the appellation of “ the darling and delight of man¬ 
kind.” 

Under a prince of fuch a difpofitjon, the government 
pf the empire could not but be conducted with the ftridt- 
eft regard to the public welfare. The reform, which 
was begun ip the late reign, he profecuted with the moft 
ardent application ; and, had he lived for a longer time, 
)t is probable that his authority and example muft have 
produced the moft beneficial effedts upon the manners of 
the Romans, 


During 
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During the reign of this emperor, in the feventy-ninth 
year of the Chriftian aera, happened the firft eruption of ■ 
mount Vefuvius, which has ever fince been celebrated 
for its volcano. Before this time, Vefuvius is fpoken of, 
by ancient writers, as being covered with orchards and 
vineyards, and of which the middle was dry and barren. 
The eruption was accompanied by an earthquake, which 
deftroyed feveral cities of Campania, particularly Pom¬ 
peii and Herculaneum ; while the lava, pouring down 
the mountain in torrents, overwhelmed, in various direc¬ 
tions, the adjacent plains. The burning allies were car¬ 
ried not only over the neighbouring country, but as far 
as the fhores of Egypt, Libya, and even Syria. Amongft 
thofe to whom this dreadful eruption proved fatal, was 
Pliny, the celebrated naturalift, whofe curiofity to exa¬ 
mine the phenomenon led him fo far within the verge 
of danger, that he could not afterwards efcape. 


Pliny, furnamed the Elder, was born at Verona, of a 
noble family. He diftinguilhed himfeif early by his mi¬ 
litary atchievements in the German war, 
received the dignity of an Augur, at Rome, Semuiu"/ 
and was afterwards appointed governor of 
Spain. In every public charadler, he acquitted himfeif 
with great reputation, and enjoyed the efteem of the fe¬ 
veral emperors under whom he lived. The affiduity 
with which he applied himfeif to the collecting of infor¬ 
mation, either curious or ufeful, furpaffes all example. 
From an early hour in the morning, until late at night, 
he was almoffc conftantly employed in difeharging the 
duties of his public ftation, in reading or hearing books 
read by his amanuenfis, and in extracting from them 
whatever feemed worthy of notice. Even during his 
meals, and while travelling in his carriage upon bufmefs, 
P p 4 he 
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he profecuted with unremitting zeal and diligence his tails 
for enquiry and compilation. No man ever difplayed fo 
ftrong a perfuafion of the value of time, or availed him- 
felf fo induftrioufly of it. He confidered every moment 
as loft which was not employed in literary purfuits. The 
books which he wrote, in confequence of this indefati¬ 
gable exertion, were, according to the account tranf- 
mitted by his nephew, Pliny the Younger, numerous, and 
on various fubjedts. The catalogue of them is as fol¬ 
lows : a book on Equeftrian Archery, which difeovered 
much fkill in the art; the Life q{ Ch Pomponius S.ecun- 
dus; twenty books of the Wars of Germany; a com¬ 
plete treatife on the Education of an Orator, in fix 
volumes; eight books of Doubtful Difcourfes, written 
in the latter part of the reign of Nero, when every kind 
of fentimental difeuflion was attended with danger ; with 
a hundred and fixty volumes of remarks on the writ¬ 
ings of the various authors which he had peiufed. For 
the laft mentioned production only, and before it was 
brought near to its accomplilhment, we are told, that he 
was offered by Largius Licinius, four hundred thoufand 
fefterces, amounting to upwards of three thoufand two 
hundred pounds flerling ; an enormous fum for the copy¬ 
right of a book before the invention of printing! But 
the only furviving work of this voluminous author is his 
Natural Hiilory, in thirty-feven books, compiled from 
the various writers who had treated of that extepfive 
and interefting fubjedt. 

To eftimate this great work either by the authenti¬ 
city of the information which it contains, or its utility 
towards the advancement of arts and fciences, we fhould 
not now confider it as an objeft of any extraordinary 
pneomiums ; but when we view it as a literary monu- 
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jnent, which difplays the whole knowledge of the an. 
cients, relative to Natural Hiftory, colledled during a pe. 
jiod of about feven hundred years, from the time of 
Thales the Mifefian, it has a juft claim to the attention 
of everv fpeculative enquirer. It is not furpriiing, that 
the progrefs of the human mind, which, after rhe firft 
dawn of enquiry, was rapid both amongft the Greeks 
and Romans, in moral fcience, fhould be flow in the 
improvement of fuel) branches of knowledge as depend¬ 
ed entirely on obfervation and facts, which were pecu¬ 
liarly difficult of attainment. Natural knowledge can 
only be brought to perfection by the profecution of en¬ 
quiries in different climates, and by a communication 
of difeoveries amongft tliofe by whom it is cultivated. 
But neither could enquitics be profecuted, nor difeove¬ 
ries communicated, with fucccfs, while the greater part 
of the world was involved in barbarifm, while naviga¬ 
tion was flow and limited, and the art of printing un¬ 
known. The conlideration of thefc circumflances will 
afford fufficicnt apology for the imperfedl ft ate in which 
the fcience of Phyfics, and Natural Hillory, exifted 
amongft the ancients. But we proceed to give an ab- 
firact of their extent, as they appear in the compilation 
of Pliny. 

This work is divided into thirty-feven books; the 
full of which contains the Preface, addreffed to the 
emperor Vefpaftan, probably the father, to whom the 
author pays high compliments. The fccond hook treats 
of the world, the elements, and the ftars. In refpeft to 
the world, or rather the univerfe, the author’s opinion 
is the fame with that of feveral ancient philofophers, that 
it is.a Deity, uncreated, infinite, and eternal. Their 
potions, however, as might be expected, on a fubjedt fo 
incomprehenllble, 
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ineomprehenilble, are vague, confufed, and imperfect. 
In a fubfequent chapter of the fame book, where the na¬ 
ture of the Deity is more paiticularly confidered, the au¬ 
thor’s conceptions of infinite power are fo inadequate, 
that, by way of confutation for the limited powers of 
man, he obferves that there are many things even beyond 
the power of the Supreme Being; fuch, for inftance, as the 
annihilation of his own exiflence ; to which the author 
adds, the power of Tendering mortals eternal, and of railing 
the dead. It deferves to be remarked, that, though a fu¬ 
ture ftate of rewards and puniihments was maintained by 
the moft eminent among the ancient philofophers, the 
refurreSion of the body was a doctrine with which they 
were wholly unacquainted. 

The author next treats of the planets, and the periods 
of their refpective revolutions ; of the ftars, comets, 
winds, thunder, lightning, and other natural pheno¬ 
mena ; concerning all which he delivers the hypothetical 
notions maintained by the ancients, and mentions a va¬ 
riety of extraordinary incidents which had occurred in 
different parts of the world. The third book contains 
a general fyftem of ancient geography, which is con¬ 
tinued through the fourth, fifth, and fixth books. The 
feventh treats of conception, and the generation of tire 
human fpecies, with a number of mifceilaneous obfer- 
vations, unconnected with the general fubjeft. The 
eighth treats of quadrupeds; the ninth, of aquatic ani¬ 
mals ; the tenth, of birds ; the eleventh, of infects and 
reptiles ; the twelfth, of trees ; the thirteenth, of oint¬ 
ments, and of trees which grow near the fea-coaft ; the 
fourteenth, of \ines ; the fifteenth, of fruit-trees; the 
lixfcenth, of fereft-trecs; the feventeenth, of the cultiva¬ 
tion of trees; the eighteenth, of agriculture ; the nine- 
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teenth, of the nature of lint, hemp, and Gmilar produc¬ 
tions ; the twentieth, of the medicinal qualities of vege¬ 
tables cultivated in gardens ; the twenty-firft, of flowers; 
the twenty-fecond, of the properties of herbs ; the twen¬ 
ty-third, of the medicines yielded by cultivated trees; the 
twenty-fourth-, of medicines derived from foreft-trees ; 
the twenty-fifth, of the properties of wild herbs, and the 
origin of their ufe ; the twenty-fixth, of other remedies 
for difeafes, and of fome new difeafes; the twenty-feventh, 
of different kinds of herbs; the twenty-eighth, twenty- 
ninth, and thirtieth, of medicines procured from ani¬ 
mals ; the thirty-firft, and thirty-fecond, of medicines 
obtained from aquatic animals, with fome extraordinary 
facts relative to the fubjedt; the thirty-third, of the na¬ 
ture of metals; the thirty-fourth, of brafs, iron, lead, 
and tin ; the thirty-fifth, of pictures, and obfervations re¬ 
lative to painting; the thirty-fixth, of the nature of 
Hones and marbles ; the thirty-feventh, of the origin of 
gems. To the contents of each book, the author fub- 
joins a lift of the writers from whom his obfervations 
have been colledled. 

Of Pliny’s talents as a writer, it might be deemed pre- 
fumptuous to form a decided opinion from his Natural 
Hiffory, which is avowedly a compilation from various 
authors, and executed with greater regard to the mat¬ 
ter of the work, than to the elegance of compofition. 
Abftracting, however, from a degree of credulity, com¬ 
mon to the human mind in the early ft age of phy- 
fical refearches, he is far from being deficient in the 
effential qualifications of a writer of Natural Hiftory. 
His deferiptions appear to be accurate, his obfervations 
precife, his narrative in general perfpicuous ; and he of¬ 
ten illuftrates his fubjeift by a vivacity of thought, as 
§ well 
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well as a happinefs of expreffion. It has been equally his 
endeavor to give novelty to llale difquifitions, and au¬ 
thority to new obfervations. He has both removed the 
rull, and difpelled the obfeurity, which enveloped the 
doctrines of many ancient naturalifls ; but, with all his 
care and ipduftry, he has exploded fewer errors, and 
fancrioned a greater number of doubtful opinions, than 
was confident with the exercife of unprejudiced and fe- 
vere inveftigation. 

Pliny was fifty-fix years of age at the time of his 
death ; the manner of which is accurately related by his 
pephew, the elegant Pliny the Younger, in a letter to 
Tacitus, who entertained a defign of writing the life of 
(he naturalifl. 


FLAVIUS 
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TITUS FLAVIUS DOMITIANUS. 


I. DOMlTIAN was born upon the ninth of the Ca¬ 
lends of November, when his father was Conful clefl, 
being to enter upon his office the month following, in 
the fixth ward of the city, at the Pomegranate, in the 
houfe which he afterwards converted into a temple of 
the Flavian family. He is faid to have fpent the time of 
his youth in fo much want and infamy, that he had not 
one piece of plate belonging to him. And it is well 
known, that Clodius Pollio, a man of Praetorian rank, 
againft whom there is a poem of Nero’s extant, entitled 
Lufcio, kept a note under his hand, which he fometimes 
produced, in which Domitian promifed him an affig- 
nation. Some likewife have faid, that he was catamite 
to Nerva who fucceeded him. In Vitcllius’s war, he 
Hed into the Capitol with his uncle Sabinus, and a part 
of the troops which they then had in town. But the 
enemy breaking in, and the temple being fet on fire, he 
hid himfelf all night with the keeper of the temple; 
and r.ext morning, a {Turning the difguife of a wor- 
fhipper of Ills, and mixing with the priefts of that idle 
fuperftition, he got over the Tiber, to the houfe of a 
woman, the mother of a young man who had formerly 
been his fchool-fellow, with only one attendant, and con¬ 
cealed himfelf there fo clofe. that, though the enemy, who 
were at his heels, fearched the houle very briefly, they could 
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not find him. At lift, after the fuccefs of his party, ap¬ 
pearing in public, and being unanimoufly faluted by the 
tide of Csefar, he took upon him the office of City- 
Prator with Confular authority, but in effeCt had no¬ 
thing but the name; for the jurifdidtion of the place he 
transferred to his next colleague. He domineered, how¬ 
ever, upon the occafion, in fo licentious a manner, that 
he even then fufficiently difcovered what fort of a prince 
he was likely to prove. After he had made free with 
die wives of many men of diftin&ion, he took Domitia 
Longina from her bulb and Ailius Lamia, and married 
her ; and in one day difpofed of above twenty offices in 
the city and the provinces together ; upon which Vefpa- 
fian faid feveral times, “ he wondered he did not fend him 
a fucceffor too.” 

II. He likewife defigned an expedition into Gaul and 
Germany, without the leaft neceffity for it, and contrary 
to the advice of all his father’s friends; and this he did 
only with the view of equalling his brother in military 
atchievemcnts and glory. But being feverely reprimanded 
for it, that he might the more effectually be kept to a 
fenfe of his age and condition, he lived with his father, 
and followed his and his brother’s chair, as often as they 
went abroad, in a litter ; attending them in their triumph 
for the reduction of Judsea, mounted upon a white horfe. 
Of the fix ConfuHhips which he held, only one was 
ordinary ; and that he obtained by the ceffion and in- 
tereft of his brother. He affedted greatly a modefi: 
behaviour, and above all a tafte for poetry ; infomuch 
that he rehearfed his performances of that kind in pub¬ 
lic, though it was an art which had formerly been as 
little pra&ifed, as it was afterwards defpifed and reject¬ 
ed by him. Devoted however as he was at this time to 
poetical 
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poetical purfuits, yet when Vologefus king of the Par- 
thians defired fuccours againft the Alani, and one of 
Vefpaiian’s fons to command them, he labored hard to 
procure for himfelf that appointment. But the execu¬ 
tion of that projeiSt foon becoming unneceflary, he at¬ 
tempted to engage by prefents and promifes other kings 
of the Eaft to make the like requeft. After the death of 
his father, he was for fotne time in doubt with himfelf, 
whether he (hould not offer the foldiery a donative double 
to that of his brother, and made no fcruple to fay fre¬ 
quently, “ that he had been left his partner in the em¬ 
pire, but that a fraud had been pradlifed with regard to his 
father's will.” From that time forward, he was continu¬ 
ally forming defigns againft his brother as well publicly 
as privately, until, upon his falling dangeroufly ill, he 
ordered all his attendants to leave him, under pretence of 
his being dead, before he really was fo ; and, at his de- 
ceafe, paid no other honor to his memory, than that of 
enrolling him amongft the Gods ; notwithftanding which, 
he would often, both in his fpceches and edicts, traduce 
his memory by invidious and unfavorable allufions. 

III. In the beginning of his reign, he ufed to fpend 
daily an hour by himfelf in private, during which time 
he was wholly employed in the catching of flies, and 
flicking them through thehody with a bodkin. When 
fomebody therefore enquired, “ whether any one was 
with the emperor,” it was fignificantly anfwcred by Vi- 
bius Crifpus, “ Not fo much as a fly.” Soon after his 
advancement, his wife Domitia, by whom he had a 
fon in his fecond Confulfliip, and whom the year fol¬ 
lowing he complimented with the title of Augufta, being 
defperately in love with the player Paris, he divorced 
her ; but in a fliort time after, being unable to bear the 
reparation, 
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-feparation, he took her again, under pretence of comply¬ 
ing with the people’s importunity in her favor. During 
fome time, there was in his adminifl: ration a ft range mix¬ 
ture of virtue and vice, until at laft his virtues themfclves 
degenerated into vices; being, as we may reafonably con- 
jedhire refpedting the nature of his difpofition, inclined to 
avarice through want, and to cruelty through motives of 
fear. 

IV. He frequently entertained the people with moil 
magnificent and coftly (hows, not only in the Amphi¬ 
theatre, but the Circus; where, befides rhe ufual races 
with chariots drawn by two or four horfes a-breaft, he 
exhibited the reprefentation of an engagement betwixt 
both liorfe and foot, and a fea-fight in the Amphitheatre. 
The people were alfo entertained with the chafe of wild 
beads and the combats of gladiators, even in the night¬ 
time, by the light of lamps. Nor did men only fight 
upon thofe occalions, but women too. He conftantly 
attended at the games given by the Quscftors, which had 
been difufed for fome time, but were revived by himfclf; 
and upon thofe occalions, always gave the people the 
liberty of demanding two pairs of gladiators out of his 
own fchool, who came laft in the court-livery. During 
his attendance upon this diverfion, there flood at his 
fee: a little boy in fcarler, with a monftrous fmall head, 
with whom he ufed to talk very much, and fometimes 
gravely too. It is certain, that he was overheard afleing 
him, “ if he knew for what reafon he had in the late 
promotion of public officers, made Mettius Rufus go¬ 
vernor of Egvpt.” He prefented the people with naval 
fights, performed by fleets almoft as numerous as what 
are ufuallv employed in real engagements; making a vaft 
lake near the Tiber, and building it round w ith feats rot 
. . S die 
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the purpofe. And he attended in perfon at the diverfion, 
during a very rainy feafon. He likevvife celebrated the 
Secular Games, reckoning not from the year in which 
they had been exhibited by Claudius, but from the time 
of Augudus’s celebration of them. In thefe, upon the day 
of the Circenfian diverfions, to have a hundred races per¬ 
formed, he reduced each from feven rounds to five. He 
likewile infiitutcd, in honor of Jupiter Capitolinus, a 
folemn contcd in mu lie to be performed every five years; 
befides horfe-racing and the exercifes of the Gymnafium, 
with more prizes than arc atprefent allowed. Nay there 
was likewile a public performance in eloquence, both 
Greek and Latin ; and befides the harpers who fung to 
that inftrhmcnt, others who played in concert, or tingle, 
without uling their voice. Virgins alfo ran races in the 
Stadium, at which he prefided in his Crepidtc, dreffed in 
fcarlet after the Grecian falliion, and wearing upon his 
head a golden crown with the effigies of Jupiter, Juno, 
and Minerva, with the pried; of Jupiter, and the whole 
company of thofe appointed for the Flavian family, fitting 
by him in the like drefs; excepting only that their crowns' 
had his picture likewife upon them. He celebrated alfo 
upon the Alban mount every year the feltivai of Minerva, 
for whom he had appointed a college of priefis, out of 
which were cliofen by lot perfons to prefide as governors 
over the college; who were obliged to entertain the peo¬ 
ple with extraordinary chafes of wild-beads, and fcage- 
plays, befides co'nteds for prizes in oratory and poetry. 
He thrice bedowod upon the people a largefs erf tin cc hun¬ 
dred federces each man; and, at a public diverfion of gladi¬ 
ators, a very plentiful fead. At the Septimontial fetlival, 
diftrib’uting large balkets of provilions to the Senatorial! 
and Equcdiian Orders, he encouraged them to eat by 
fetiing them an example. The day alter, for the purpofe 
0.4 ^ 
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of fcrambling, he difperfed a variety of cakes and other 
delicacies amongft the people; and becaufe the greater 
part of them fell into the feats of die commonalty, he 
ordered five hundred tickets to be thrown into each range 
of feats belonging to the Senatorian and Equeftrian Orders, 

V. He likewife rebuilt many noble edifices that had 
been deftroyed by fire, and amongft them the Capitol, 
which had been burnt down a fecond time; but all in his 
own name ; and without the leaft mention of the original 
founders. He likewife erected a new temple in the Ca¬ 
pitol to Jupiter Cuftos, and a Forum, which is now 
called Nerva’s, as alfo the'temple of the Flavian family, 
a Stadium*, an Odeum f, and NaumachiaJ; out of 
the ft one of which the lides of the great Circus being 
burnt down were rebuilt. 

VI. He undertook fome expeditions, partly from 
choice, and partly from neccffity. The expedition againft 
the Catti was voluntary, but that againft the Sarmatians 
was other wife; an entire legion, with a lieuterfant-gene- 
ral, having been cut off by that people. He made two ex¬ 
peditions againft the Dacians ; the former upon the over¬ 
throw of Oppius Sabinus, a man of Confular rank, by 
them ; and the other, upon that of Cornelius Fufcus 
commander of the Prsetorian battalions, to whom he had 

* A place nearly in the form of a Circus, for the running 
pf men ar.d horles. 

f A building, where mnficians and aftors rehearfed, or 
privately esc toiled themfc'ives, before their appearing upon 
the ftage. 

X A place for exhibiting naval engagements, built nearly 
in the form of a Circus. 


committed 
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Committed the management of that war. After feveral 
battles with the Catti and Daci, he had* for his fuccefs 
againft them, two triumphs. But for his achievements 
againft the Sarmatians, he only made an offering of a 
laurel crown to Jupiter Capitolinus. The civil war, be¬ 
gun by L. Antonius governor of Upper Germany, he 
quelled, without being obliged to be perfonally prefent at 
it, with remarkable good fortune. For at the time of the 
engagement, the Rhine fuddenly breaking its banks, put 
a flop to the troops of the barbarians which were ready 
to go over to Antony. Of this victory he had notice by 
.fome prefages, before the meflengers who carried the 
news of it arrived. For upon the very day the battle 
Was fought, a large eagle, fpreading its wings round his 
ftatue at Rome, made a moft joyful noife over it. And 
fhortly after, a rumor became common, that Antony was 
flain ; nay many pofitively affirmed, that theyfaw his head 
brought to the ciy. 

VII. He made many innovations in the public ufage of 
his country. He abolifhed the Sportula, and revived the 
old practice of formal fuppers. To the four former 
parties in the Cifcenllan games, he added two new, in 
gold and fcarlet. He prohibited the players from a&ing 
in the theatre, but permitted them the practice of theii 
art in private houfes. He forbid the caftration of 
males; and reduced the prices of eunuchs who were 
left in the hands of the dealers in flaves. Upon the oc- 
cafion of a great plenty of wine, but a fcarcity of corn, 
fuppoling the tillage of the ground was negledted on ac¬ 
count of too great application to the cultivating of vine¬ 
yards, he publifhed a proclamation forbidding the planting 
of any new vines in Italy, and ordering the vines in the 
provinces to be cut down, no where permitting more than 
Q_ q 2 onft 
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one half of them to remain. But he did not perfift in the 
execution of this project. Some of the greateft offices 
about court he conferred upon his freedmen and foldiers. 
He forbid two legionsany where to encamp together, and 
more than a thoufand fefterces to be depolited by any 
foldier at the ftanuard; hecaufe it was thought that L, 
Antonius had been encouraged in his late rebellious de- 
fign, by the large fum depofited in the military cheft, by 
the two legions wliich he had in the fame military-quar¬ 
ters. He made an addition to the foldiers’ pay, of three 
gold pieces a year. 

VIII. In the adminiftration of juftice he was diligent 
and affiduous; and frequently fat in the Forum out of 
courfe, to cancel the judgements of .the Centumviral 
court, which had been procured through favor or in- 
tereft. He now and then cautioned the judges called Re- 
coverers, to beware of being too eafy in favor of claims 
for liberty brought before them. He fet a mark of infa¬ 
my upon judges who were convi&ed of taking bribes# 
as well as their afleffors. He likewife inftigated the 
Tribunes of the commons to profecute a corrupt atEdile 
for extortion, and to defire from the Senate judges for his 
trial. He likewife took fuch effeftual care in punilhing 
the citv-magiftrates, and governors of provinces, guilty of 
mal-adminiftration, that they never were at any other 
time more modeft or more juft.- Tvloft of thefe, fince his 
reign, we have feen profecuted for crimes of various 
kinds. Having taken upon himfelf the reformation of 
the public manners, he reftrained the licence of the popu¬ 
lace in fitting promifcuoufly with the knights in the the¬ 
atre. Scandalous libels, publilhed to defame perfons of 
rank, of either fex, he fupprefied, and imiicled upon their 
authors a mark of infamy. He turned a man of Quasf- 
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torian rank out of the Senate, for the practice of mimicry 
and dancing. He debarred infamous women the ufe of 
the fedan ; as alio the right of receiving legacies, or. in¬ 
heriting eftates. He (truck out of the lift of judges a 
Roman knight for taking again his wife whom he had 
divorced, and profecutedforaduitery. He condemned fe- 
veral men of the Senatorian and Equeftrian Orders, upon 
the Scantinian law. The lewdnefs of the Veftal Virgins, 
which had been overlooked by his father and brother, he 
punilhed differently and fevercly ; viz. offences committed 
before his reign, with death, and thofe fince its commence¬ 
ment, accoi ding to ancient cuftom. For to the fillers called 
Ocellata: he gave liberty to choofe the mode of death 
which they preferred, and baniflied their paramours. 
But Cornelia, the eldeft of the Yeftals, who had formerly 
been acquitted upon a charge of incontinence, being a 
long time after again profecuted and condemned, he or¬ 
dered to be buried alive; and her gallants to be whipped to 
death with rods in the Comitiuin, excepting only a man 
of Pretoria)) rank, to whom, becaufe he confeffed the fail, 
whilft his caufe was dubious, and the truth of the cafe 
not afeertained againft him, though the evidences had 
been put to the torture, lie granted the favor of banifli- 
ment. And to preferve the religious refpedt due to the 
Gods pure and undefiled, he ordered the foldiers to de- 
molifti a monument, which a freedman of his had ere died 
for his fon, out of the flones defigned for the temple of 
Jupiter Capitolinus, and funk the bones and relics buried 
under- it in the fea. 

IX. Upon the firft advancement of the family, he felt 
fuch an abhorrence for the (bedding of blood, that, be¬ 
fore his father’s arrival in Rome, calling to mind the 
verfc of Virgil, 

Impia 


Qjl 3 
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Impia quam e$fis gens eft epulata juvends. 

Ere impious man, |reftrain’d from blood in vain, 

Began to feaft on flefli of bullocks flam, 

he defigned to have publifhed a’proclamation, “ to for¬ 
bid the Sacrifice of oxen.” Before his advancement to the 
empire, and during forne time after it, he fcarcely ever 
gave the Ieafi: occafion to fufpetft him of covetoufnefs or 
avarice; nay, on the contrary, he often gave proofs, not 
only of his juftice, but generality. To all about him, 
he was liberal even to profufion, and recommended no¬ 
thing more eameftly to them than the avoiding of' fordid 
behaviour. He would not accept of the eftates left him 
by fuch as had children. He liketyife fet afide a legacy 
left by die will of Rufcus Cspio, who had ordered “ his 
heir to make a prefent yearly to every Senator upon their 
firft aflembling.” He difebarged all thofe who had been 
under a profecution from the treafury for above five years 
before, and would not fuffer the fuits to be renewed 
againft them, unlefs it was done within a year after, and 
upon the condition, that the profecutor Ihould be banilh- 
ed, if he could not make good his caufe. The fecre- 
taries attending the Quatftors trading according to cuftoin, 
but contrary to the Clodian law, he pardoned for their 
pall: behaviour. Such portions of land as had been left 
upon any partition made amongft the veteran foldiers, 
he granted to the ancient pofleflors, as belonging to them 
by prefeription. He put a flop to falfe profecutions in 
the exchequer, by feverely punilhing the profecutors ; 
and this faying of his was much taken notice of: “ that 
a prince who does npt puriifh fuch as make a pra(Slice 
of informing, encourages them.” 


X. But 
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X. But he perfevered not long in this courfe of cle¬ 
mency and juftice, yet fooner abandoned himfelf to the 
practice of cruelty than avarice. He put to death a dif- 
ciple of Paris the pantomimic, though a minor, and 
then fick, only becaufe, both in perfon and the practice 
of his art, he refembled his mailer; as he did likewife 
Hermogenes of Tarfus for fomc oblique reflections in 
his hiftory ; crucifying, befides, the feribes who had co¬ 
pied the work. One that was mailer of a family hap¬ 
pening to fay, that a Thvax was a match for a Mir- 
millo, but not fo for the exhibitor of the games,” he 
ordered him to be dragged out of his feat into the thea¬ 
tre, and expofed to the dogs, with this label upon him, “ A 
Parmularian guilty of talking impioufly.” He put to 
death many Senators, and amongft them feveral men of 
Confular rank. In this number were, Civica Cerealis, 
when he was Pro-Conful in Africa, Salvidicnus Orfitus, 
and Acilius Glabrio in exile, under pretence of their de¬ 
fining an infurreftion againll him. The reft he pu- 
nilhed upon very trivial occafmns ; as ^Elius Lamia for 
fome jocular expreffions, which were of old date, and 
perfectly harmlcfs; bccaulc, upon his commending his 
voice after he had taken his wife from him, he replied, 
“ Alas ! I hold my tongue.” And when Titus advifed 
him to take another wife, he anfwcred him thus, “ What! 
have vou a mind to marry r” S.ilvius Cocceianus was con¬ 
demned to death for keeping the birth-day of his uncle Otho 
the emperor: Metius Pompofianus becaufe he was com¬ 
monly reported to have an imperial nativity, and to carry 
about with him a map of the world upon parchment, with 
the fpeeches of kings and generals extracted out of Titus 
Livius ; and for giving his flaves the names of Mago and 
Annibal: Salluftius Lucullus, lieutenant of Britain, for fuf- 
fering fome lances of a new invention to be called “ Lu- 
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cullean.” Junius Ruftjcus, for publifliing a treatife in 
praife of Psetus Thrafea and Hclvidius Prifcus, and call¬ 
ing them both “ nioft upright men.”. Upon this occa- 
fion, he likewife banifhed all the philofophers from thp 
city and Italy. He put to death the younger Helvidius, 
for reflecting, in a farce prepared by him for die ftage, 
under the perfons of Paris and CEnone, upon his divorcing 
his wife; and alfo Flavius Sabinus, one of his coufins, 
becaufe, upon his being chofen at die Confular elect ion 
into that office, the public crier had, by a blunder, de¬ 
clared him to the people not Conful, but Emperor. Be¬ 
coming ftill more favage, after his fuccets in the civil war, 
he employed his ucmoft induftry to difcover thofe of the 
adverfc party that abfconded: many of them he racked with 
a new invented torture, by introducing fire iito their 
bowels; and from fome, he cut off their hands. It is 
certain, that only two of any note were pardoned; a 
Laticlayian Tribune and a Centurion, who, to clear 
tkemfelves fjom the charge of being concerned in any 
rebellious defign, proved themfelves to have been guilty 
of proftitution, and therefore fuch as could have no fway 
either with the general or foldiers. 

XI. His cruelty was not only exceffive, but fuhtle and 
unexpected. The day before he crucified a collector of 
his rents, he fent for him into his bed-chamber, made him 
fit down upon the bed by him, and fent him away well 
pleafed, and, fo far as could be inferred from his treat¬ 
ment, in a Hate of perfect fecurity ; having vouchfafed 
him the favor of a plate of meat from his own table; 
When he was upon the point of condemning, to death 
Aretinus Ciemens, a man of Confular rank, and one of 
his friends and fpies, he retained him about his perfon in 
the fame or greater favor than ever ; until at laft, as they 
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were riding together in the fame chair, upon feeing the 
man that had informed againft him, « Shall we hear,” 
faid he, “ this wicked Have tomorrow?” To abufe the 
patience of men in a way that difcovered his contempt of 
them, he never pronounced fentrnce of death, without 
prefacing it by fuch a difeourfe as gave hopes of mercy ; 
fo that, at laft, there was not a more certain token of 
a fatal conc|ufion, than a m.ild commencement. He 
brought before die Senate fomc perfons acculed of trea- 
fon, and declared, “ that he Ihould that day evince 
how dear he was to the Senate.” The rcfult was, he fo 
influenced the houfc, that they quickly condemned them 
to be punifhed according to ancient uiage. Then, as if 
alarmed at the difmal feverity of the punidimeut, to qua¬ 
lify the odioufnefs of the proceeding, he interpofed in 
tbefe words ; for I think it proper to give them precifely as 
they were delivered: “ Permit me, Confcript Fathers, 
fo far to prevail upon your affedtion for me, however 
extraordinary the requeft may feem, as to grant the con¬ 
demned criminals the favor of dying in the manner they 
like-hcft. For by fo doing, ye will fpare your own eyes, 
and the world will underhand that I was prefent in the 
houfe at their condemnation.” 

XII. Having exhaufted the exchequer by the cxpence 
of his buildings and public divcrfions for the entertain¬ 
ment of the peopic, with the augmentation of pay lately 
granted to rhe foldierv, that he might alleviate this charge, 
he made an attempt at the reduction of the army. But 
reflecting, that he fliould, by this meafurc, be more ex- 
pofed to the infults of the barbarians, and vet not fuffi- 
ciently enabled to extricate himfelf from his embarrafs- 
ment, he had rccourfe to the plundering of his fubjects 
by every mode of exaction. The effaces of the living 
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and the dead were feized, upon any’accufation, and fcy 
whomfoever produced. The unfupported allegation of 
any one perfon, relative to a word or action conftrued to 
a fiedt the dignity of the emperor, was fufficient. Eflatcs, 
belonging to fuch as were no ways allied to him, were 
brought into the exchequer, if thete was found fo much 
as one perfon to fay, he had heard from the deceafed 
•when living, “ that he had made the emperor his heir.” 
Above all others, the Jews were miferably harafled by the 
confifcation of their effaces; thofe in particular, who, declin¬ 
ing to give in their names to the exchequer as Jews, yet 
lived after the manner of Jews ; or who, concealing their 
original, did not pay the tribute which had been impofed 
npon that nation. I remember, when I was a youth, to 
bare been prefent, where a man of ninety years of age 
was turned up to view by a procurator in a full court, 
to fee whether he was circumcifed. He was from his 
earlieft years of a forward affuming difpolition, and ex¬ 
travagant both in words and actions. When Ctenis, his 
father’s concubine, upon her return from Iftria, offered 
him a kifs, as fhe had been ufed to do, he prefented her 
with his hand. Taking it as a dil'paragement of his own 
dignity, that his brother's fou-in-law fhould be attended 
at table by waiters dreffed in white, he cried out, “ Let 
us have no more princes than one.” 

Xm. After he came to be emperor, he had the aflur- 
ance to boaft in the Senate, “ that he had given the em¬ 
pire to his father and brother, which they had returned 
him. And upon taking his wife again, after the divorce, 
he declared by proclamation, “ that he had recalled her 
to his pulvinar.” He was not a little pleafed too, to 
hear the people cry out in the amphitheatre upon a feaft 
day, “ All happinefs to our Lord and Lady.” At the 
8 celebration 
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celebration of the Capitoline folemnlty, though the whole 
body of the people begged of him with one voice to 
reflore Palfurius Sura, who had long before been ex¬ 
pelled the Senate, but then carried away the prize of elo¬ 
quence from all the orators who had contended; he did 
not fo much as vouc hfafe to give them any anfwer, but 
only commanded them by means of the crier to be 
filent. With the like arrogance, when he di&ated the 
form of a letter to be ufed by his procurators, he began 
it thus : “ Our Lord and God commands fo and fo 
whence it became a cuftom to ftyle him conllantly in the 
fame manner, both in writing and converfation. He 
fuffered no ftatues to be ere&ed for him in the Capitol, 
but of gold and filver, and of a certain weight. He 
built fuch large pods and arches, and fo many of them, 
with chariots and four, and other triumphal ornaments 
upon them, in different quarters of the city, that one of 
them had inferibed upon it, “ Enough.” He bore the 
office of Conful feventeen times, which nobody had ever 
done before him, and for the feven middle turns fuccef- 
fively ; but fcarcely in any of them had he more than 
the title ; for he never continued in office beyond the Ca-, 
lends of May, and for the moll part only to the Ides of 
January. After his two triumphs, a funning the name of 
Germanicus, he called the months of September and 
Q&ober from himfelf Germanicus and Domitian, be T 
caufe lie commenced his reign in one, and was born in 
the other. 

XIV. Becoming by thefe means terrible and odious to 
every body, he was it lafi: taken off by a confpiracy of 
his friends and favorite freedmen, in concert with his 
wife. He had for a long time a fufpicion of the year 
apd dav when he fliould die, nay of the very hour anti 
planner 
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manner of his death; all which he had learned from the 
Chaldseans, when he was a yen' yourfg man. His father 
cnee at flipper laughed at him for refufingto eat foine mnfh- 
rooms before him, as ignorant of his fate, in not rather 
fearing the fword. Being therefore in perpetual appre- 
henCon and anxiety, he was extremely alarmed with 
every little fufpicion, infomuch that he is thought to have 
dropped tire proclamation which he intended, relative to 
the deflrn£tion of the vines, chiefly becaufe Ire under- 
flooa iha tire allowing diftich was written upon the edid: 

K.>tj /is ?a7J>5 Em pifav o/xaf iti xaprcpopmi, 

‘Otrr:7 nrin rntrai Kscrafi Suopirp. 

Gnaw thou ray root, yet (hall ray ja:ce fufnee 

To pour on Csel'ar’s head in facrifice. 

It was from the fame principle of fear, that he refufed 
a new honor, devifed and offered him by the Senate, 
though he was fond of all fuclr. It was this, “ that as 
often as he held the Confulihip, Roman knights chofen 
by lot ihould walk before him, amongft his officers and 
ferjeants, dreffed in the Trabear, witli lances in their 
hands.” As tiie time of t .e danger which he apprehend¬ 
ed drew near, he became daily more and more difhirbcd 
in mind ; infomuch that he lined, in various places, the 
walls of the portico where he ufed to walk, with the 
flonc called Phcngites, by the reflection of which he 
could fee every object behind him. He feldom gave any 
piifoncrs an audience hut in private, and alone, holding 
their chains in his hand. To convicc his domeftics, that 
the life of a patron was not to be attempted upon any 
pretext, however plaunble, he condemned to death Epa- 
phroditus his Malter of Requefls, becaule it was believ¬ 
ed that Nero, in his forlorn condition, had been allifixd 
by his hand to kill himfelf. 


XV. Finally 
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XV. Finally, Flavius Clemens his couGn-german, a 
man contemptible for his indolence, whole fens, then of 
very tender age, he had avowedly detuned for his fuccef- 
furs, and, taking from them their former names, had or¬ 
dered one to be called'Vefpafian, and the other Domi- 
tian, he fuddenly put to death upon fontc ver y flight fuf- 
picion, almoft before the father was well out of his Con- 
fulfhip. By this violent act he very much haftened his 
own deftruction. During eight months together there 
was fo much lightning at Rome, and accounts of tire 
- phenomena from other parts, that at laft he cried out, 

“ Let him now ftrike whom he will.” The Capitol 
was damaged by lightning, as alio the temple of the 
Flavian family, with the Palatine-houfe, and his own 
bed-chamber. The title too upon the bafe of a trium¬ 
phal flattie of him was taken off' by a ilorrn, and fell 
upon a neighbouring monument. The tree, which, be¬ 
fore the advancement of Vefpafian, had been overthrown, 
and role again, then all on afuddeufell down once more. 
The Gouaefs Fortune at Pramefte, who, upon his implor¬ 
ing on the Gi ft of January her favor for the enfuiiig year, 
had ever been uled to give him an acceptable anfwer, at 
laft returned him one of the oppofitc nature, not without 
mention of blood. He dreamt that Minerva, whom he 
worlliipped even to a fuperftitious excefs, was withdraw¬ 
ing from her chapel, declaring file could piotedt him no 
longer, becaufe fhe was difarmed by Jupiter. Nothing 
however fo much affe&ed him as an anfwer given him by 
Afcletario the aftrologer, and a fublequeut difafter. Tiiis 
perfon had been informed againft, and did not deny his 
having fpoken of fome future events, of which, from the 
principles of his art, he confeifcd he had a tore-know¬ 
ledge. Domkian alked him, what eud he thought he 
. jLhouid 
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ihould come to himfelf? to which he replying, “ I fhail 
in a fhcrt time be tom to pieces by dogs,” he ordered 
him immediately to be llain, and, to demonftrate the va¬ 
nity of his art, to be carefully buried. But during the 
preparations for executing this order, it happened that the 
funeral pile was blown down by a fudden ftorm, and his 
body, half-burnt, was tom to pieces by dogs ; which be¬ 
ing obferved by the mimic Latinus, as he chanced to 
pafs that way, he told it, jiniongft other occurrences of 
the day, to the emperor at fupper. 

XVI. The day before his death, he ordered fomc 
mulhrooras, ferved up at table, to be kept until the next 
day, adding, “ If I may be permitted to ufe them.” And 
turning to thofe who were neareft him, he faid, “ To¬ 
morrow the moon will be all bloody in Aquarius, and 
an a&ion will happen, that will be much talked of all 
the world over.” About midnight, he was fo terrified 
that he leaped out of bed. That morning he heard the 
caufe of a foothfayer, fent from Germany, who being 
confulted about the great lightning that had happened* 
predicted from it a change of government, and palled 
lentence of death upon him. The blood running down 
his face upon his fcratching an ulcerous tumor on his 
forehead, he faid, “ Would this was all that is to befal 
me 1” Then upon his alking the time of the day, inftcad 
of five o’clock, which was the hour he dreaded, they pur- 
pcfelv told him it was fix. Overjoyed at this information, 
as if all danger was now pafied, and battening to the 
bath, Parthenius who had the charge of his bed-chamber 
prevented him, by telling him-, that there was one come to 
wait upon him about a matter of great importance, 
which would admit of no delay. Upon this, ordering 
all 
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all perfons to withdraw, he retired into his bed-chamber, 
and was there flain. 

XVII. With re Ip eel to the contrivance and execution 
of his death, the common account is this. The confpi- 
rators being in fome doubt when and where they fliould 
attack him, whether while he was in the bath, or at flip¬ 
per, Stephanus, a fteward of Domitilla’s, then under a 
profecution for defrauding his miftrefs, offered them his 
advice and affifiance; and wrapping up his left arm, as 
if it was hurt, in wool and bandages for fome days, to 
prevent fufpicion, at the very hour appointed for the 
execution of the plot, he made ufe of this farther ftrata- 
gem. He pretended to make a difeovery of a plot, and 
being for that reafon admitted, he prefented to the em¬ 
peror a writing, which whilfl the latter was reading 
with the appearance of one aflonifhed, he flubbed him 
in the groin. But Domitian making refiflance, Clodi- 
anus, one of his chamberlains, Maximus a freedman of 
Parthenius’s, Saturius a fuperintendent of his bed-cham¬ 
ber, with fome gladiators, fell upon him, and flabbed 
him in feven places. A boy that had the charge of the 
Lares in his bed-chamber, then in attendance as ufual, 
when the tranfadlion was over, gave this farther account 
of it: that he was ordered by Domitian, upon receiving 
his firft wound, to reach him a dagger which lay under 
his bolder, and call in his fervants ; but that he found 
nothing at the head of the bed, excepting the hilt of a 
poniard, and that all the doors were fecured : that the 
emperor in the mean time got held of Stephanus, and 
throwing him upon the ground, fliuggled a long time 
with him ; one while endeavoring to wrench his i'word 
from him, another while, though his fingers were mifera- 
bly mangled, to pull out his eyes. He was flain upon 
the 
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the fourteenth of die Calends of October, in the forty-; 
fifth year of his age, and the fifteenth of his reign. His 
corpfe was carried out upon a common bier by the pub¬ 
lic bearers, and buried by his nurfe Pliyllis, on an- eftate 
which had belonged to him by the Latin way, not far 
from Rome. But his remains were afterwards privately 
conveyed into the temple of the Flavian family, and 
mixed with the allies of Julia, Titus’s daughter, whoni 
the fame woman had likcwife nurfed. 

XVIII. He was of a tall ftature, a modeft counte¬ 
nance, and very ruddy ; had large eyes, but dim-lighted. 
His perfon was graceful, and in his youth completely 
fuch, excepting only that his toes were bent fomcwhat 
inward. He was at la ft disfigured by baldnefs, a fat 
belly, and the fienderrrefs of his legs, which were reduced 
by a long illnefs. He was fo fenfible how much the mo- 
defty of his countenance recommended him, that lie 
once made this boaft to the Senate, “ Thus far you have 
approved of my difpofition and countenance too.” He 
was fo much concerned at his baldnefs, that he took it as 
an affront upon himfelf, if any other perfon was up¬ 
braided with it, either in jeft or earned ; though in a 
fmall tract he published, addrefled to a friend, “ con¬ 
cerning the prefervarion of the hair,” he ufes for their 
common confolation the words following : 

Oux olos laiya «kxX-;te fJLlyct'Te ; 

Look, and behold my noble, graceful frate : 

In lhape how handfome ! and in Gze how great f 

«* arid yet my hair lias had the fame fate : however, I 
bear with fortitude this early declining Irate of my hair, 
confidering that nothing is more agreeable than beauty, 
but nothing of fhorter continuance.” 


XIX. He 
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XIX. He was fo incapable of bearing fatigue, that he 
fcarcely ever walked the city on foot. In his expeditions 
and on a march, he feldom made ufe of a horfe, riding 
generally in a chair. He had no inclination for the exer- 
cife of arms, but was fond of the bow. Many have feen 
him kill a hundred wild beafts, of various kinds, at his 
feat near Alba, and ftrike his arrows into tbeir heads 
with fucli dexterity, that he would, at two diicharges of 
his bow, plant as it were a pair of horns upon them. He 
would fometimes diredl his arrows againft the hand of a 
boy {landing at a diflancc, and expanded ns a mark for 
him, with fucli exadtnefs, that they all pafled betwixt his 
fingers without hurting him. 

XX. In the beginning of his reign, he laid afide the 
fludy of the liberal fciences, though lie took care to. re- 
flore, at a vafl expcnce, the libraries which had been 
burnt down, by collecting copies from all parts, and fend¬ 
ing feribes to Alexandria, either to copy or correct from 
the repofitory of books at that place. Yet he never ap¬ 
plied himfelf to the reading of hiftory or poetry, or to cx- 
ercife his pen for his own improvement. He read nothing 
but the commentaries and acts of Tiberius Caifar. His 
letters, fpeeches, and proclamations, were all drawn up 
for him by others, though he would talk fpceioufly, and 
fometimes exprefs himfelf in fentiments worthy of notice. 
“ I could wifli,” faid he once, “ that I was but as luind- 
fome as Metius fancies himfelf to be.” And the head of 
one whofe hair was part yellow and part grev, he. laid 
“ was fnow'fprinkled with mead.” 

XXI. He faid “ the condition of princes was very mi- 

ferable, who were never credited in the difeovery of a 
plot, until thev were murdered.” When he had no bu¬ 
ll r finds, 
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finefs, he diverted himfelf at play, even upon days that 
were not festivals, and in the morning. He entered the 
bath by noon, and made a plentiful dinner, infomuch 
that he feldom ate more at fupper than a Matian apple, 
to which he added a fmall draught of wine, out of a 
round-bellied jug which he ufed. He gave frequent and 
fplendid entertainments, but commonly in a hurry, for he 
never protracted them beyond fun-fet, and had no drink¬ 
ing repaid after. For, until bed time, he did nothing 
dfe but walk by himfelf in private. 

XXII. He was extremely addicted to lewdnefs. Fre¬ 
quent commerce with women, as if it was a fort of exer- 
eife, he called bed-wreftling ; and he was reported to 
have connexion with the vileft proftitutes, as well as to 
fwim amongft them. His brother’s daughter was offered 
him in marriage when fhe was a virgin ; but he being a 
that time engaged with Domitia, obftinately refufed her. 
Yet not long after, when fhe was given away to another, 
he debauched her, and that whilft Titus was living. But 
after (lie had loft both her father and her hufband, he 
loved her moll paflionately and avowediv ; infomuch that 
he was the occafion of her death, by obliging her to have 
recourfe to violent means for promoting the mifearriage 
of a child which fhe had conceived by her late hufband. 

XXIII. The people bore his death with much uncon¬ 
cern, but the foldierv with great indignation, and imme- 
diatelv endeavored to have him ranked amongfl the Gods. 
Though reaav to revenge his death, however, they want¬ 
ed fume perfon to head them ; but ibis they elTeflcd foon 
after, by refolutelv demanding tile punifhment of all 
thofe that had been concerned in his affiflination, On the 
other hand, the Senate was fo overjoyed, that they afletn- 
bkd 
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bkd in all hade, and in a full houfe reviled his memory in 
the mod bitter terms; ordering ladders to be brought in, 
and his diields and images to be pulled down before their 
eyes, and dallied in pieces upon the fpot againd the ground; 
palling at the fame time a decree to obliterate his titles 
every where, and abolidi all memory of him for ever. 
A few months before he was dain, a crow fpoke in the 
Capitol thefe words, “ All things will be well.” Upon 
this prodigy, fomc peifon put the following condruclion : 

Nupcr Tarpcio qua; fedit culminc corir.x, 

‘ Eft bene,’ nc.n potuit diccre ; dixit, ' Iirit.’ 

Tile crow, wlrch fcte on Turpej- rne might fee, 

Could no: ray, all was wsH, but laid, ’twill be. 

They fay likewife that Domitian dreamt he had a golden 
hump grow out of the back of his neck, which he Conii- 
dered as a certain lign of happy days for the empire after 
him. Such an aufpicious change indeed Shortly after hap¬ 
pened, by the judice and moderation of the following era- 


IF we view Domifian in the different lights in v?h;elr 
he is reprefented, duting his life-time and after his de- 
ceafe, his character and conduit difeover a gieater diver- 
fity than is commonly ohferved in the objects of hidori- 
cal detail. But as podhumous character is always the' 
modjud, its decidve verdift afFtud's the fined criterion 
by which this' variegated emperor mud be edimated by 
impartial podcrltv. According to this rub:, it is beyond 
a doubt, that his vices woe more predominant than his' 
virtues : and when we follow him into ids clofet, for 
R r 2 fomc 
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fome time after his acceffion, when he was thirty years 
of age, the frivolity of his daily employment, in the 
tilling of flies, exhibits an inftance of diffipation, which 
furpafies all that has been recorded of his imperial pre- 
deceflors. The encouragement, however, which the 
firft Yefpafian had fhown to literature, continued to 
operate during the prefent reign ; and we behold the firft 
fruits of its aufpicious influence in the valuable treatife 
of Quintilian. 

Of the life of this celebrated writer, little is known 
upon any authority that has a title to much credit. Wc 
learn, however, that he was the fon of a 
lawver in the fervice of fome of the pre¬ 
ceding emperors, and was born at Rome ; 
though in what Confulfhip, or under what emperor, it is 
impoffible to determine. He married a woman of a no¬ 
ble family, by whom he had two fons. The mother 
died in the flower of her age, and the fons, at the di- 
ftance of fome time from each other, when their father 
was advanced in years. The precife time of Quintilian’s 
own death is equally inauthenticated with that of his 
birth ; nor can we rely upon an author of fufpicious 
veracity, who fays that he palled die latter part of his 
life in a ftate of indigence, which was alleviated by the 
liberality of his pupil Pliny the Younger. Quintilian 
opened a fchool of Rhetoric at Rome, where he not 
only uncharged that laborious employment with great 
applaufe, during more than twenty years, but pleaded at 
the bar, and was the firft who obtained a fatary from 
the ftate, for executing the office of a public teacher. 
He was alio appointed by Domitian, preceptor to the 
two young primes, who were intended to fuccced him 
on the throne. 


After 





TITUS FLAVIUS DOMITIANU&. 6 1 3 

After his retirement from the fituation of a teacher, 
Quintilian devoted his attention to the fludy of literatures 
and compofed a treatife on the Caufes of the Corruption 
of Eloquence. At the earned folic itation of his friends, 
he was afterwards induced to undertake his Injluutioncs 
Oratorio;., the mod elaborate and mod perfed fvftcm of 
oratory extant in any language. This work is divided 
into twelve books, in which the author treats with great 
precifton of the qualities of a perfect orator ; explaining 
not only the fundamental principles of eloquence, as 
connected with the conditution of the human mind, but 
evincing, both by argument and obfervation, the mod 
fuccefsful method of excrcidng that admirable art, for 
the accomplifnment of its purpofe. So minutelv, and 
upon fo extenlive a plan, lias he profecuted the fubjed, 
that he delineates the education fuitable to a perfed ora¬ 
tor, from the dage of infancy in the cradle, to the cOn- 
fummation of rlietorical fame, in the purfuirs of the bar, 
or thofe, in general, of any public aflembly. It is fuffi- 
cient to fay, that, in the execution of this elaborate work, 
Quintilian has called to the aflldance of his own acute 
and comprehensive underdanding, the profound pene¬ 
tration of Aridotle, the exquifite graces of Cicero ; all 
the dores of obfervation, experience and practice ; 
and in a word, the whole accumulated exertions of an¬ 
cient genius on the fubjed of oratory. 

It may judly be regarded as an extraordinary circum- 
dance in the progrefs of fcicntific improvement, that the 
endowments of a perfed orator were never fully exhi¬ 
bited to the world, until it had 'veome dangerous to ex- 
crcife them for the important purpoies for which they 
were originally-cultivated. And it is no lei's rem irk aide, 
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that, under all the violence and caprice of imperial defpo- 
tifm which the Romans had now experienced, their fen- 
fibility to the enjoyment of poetical compofitions remain¬ 
ed ftill unabated ; as if it ferved to confole the nation for 
the irretrievable lofs of public liberty. From this fource 
of entertainment, they reaped more pleafure during the 
prefent reign, than they had done fince the time of Au- 
guftus. The poets of this period were Juvenal, Statius, 
and Martial. 

Juvenal was bora at Aquinum, but in what year is 
uncertain ; though, from fome circumhances, it feems 
to have been in the reign of Auguftus, 
^Jirjmcu‘s‘ 5 Some fay that he was the fon of a frced- 
man, while others, without fpecifying the 
condition of his father, relate only that he was brought 
up by a ffeedman. He came at an early age to Rome, 
where he declaimed for many years, and pleaded caufcs 
in the Forum with great applaufc ; but at laft, he betook 
himfelf to the writing of Satires, in which he acquired 
great fame. One of the firft, and the moft conftant ob¬ 
ject of his fatirc, was the pantomime Paris, the great fa¬ 
vorite of the emperor Nero, and afterwauls of Dorni- 
tian. During the reign of the former of thefc emperors, 
no refentment was ihown towards the poet; but he ex¬ 
perienced not the fame impunity after the accclfton of 
the latter ; when, to remove him from the capital, he was 
font as governor to the frontiers of F.gypt, but in reality, 
into an honorable exile. According to fomc authors, lie 
died of chagrin in that province : but this is not authenti¬ 
cated, and feems to be a miftake : for in fome of Martial’s 
Epigrams, which appear to have been written after the 
death of Dosnitian, Juvenal is fpoken of as redding at 
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Rome. It is laid that he lived to upwaids of eighty years 

The remaining compofitions of this author are fifteen 
Satires, all written againft the diflipation and enormous 
vices which prevailed at Rome in his time. The various 
objects of animadverfion are painted in the ftrongeft co¬ 
lors, and placed in the moll confpicuous points of view. 
Giving loofe reins to juft and moral indignation, Juvenal 
is every where animated, vehement, petulant, and incefiant- 
Jy acrimonious. Difdaining the more lenient modes of 
corrcdtion, or defpairing of their fuccefs, lie neither 
adopts the raillery of Horace, nor the derilion of Pcrfius, 
hut profccutes vice and folly with all the feverity of fen- 
timent, paflion, and exprcilion. He fometiines exhibits 
a mixture of humor with his invectives ; but it is a hu¬ 
mor which partakes more of virulent rage than of plca- 
fantry ; broad, hoftile, unchaftifcd, and equalling, in 
refpedt of indelicacy, the profligate manners which it 
aflails. The Satires of Juvenal abound in philofophi- 
cal apophthegms ; and, where they arc not l'ullicd by ob- 
fccne defeription, are fuppurted with a uniform air of 
virtuous elevation. Amidft all the intemperance of lar- 
cafm, his numbers are harmonious. Hail his zeal permit¬ 
ted him to direct the current of l.is impetuous genius in¬ 
to the channel of ridicule, and endeavor to put to 
ihame the vices and follies of thole licentious times, as 
much as he perhaps exafperated convidlion, rather than 
excited contrition, he would have carried fati'.c to the 
higheft pofiible pitch, both of literary excellence and 
moral utility. With every abatement ot attainable per¬ 
fection, \vc heiitate not to place him at the head ot lilts 
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Biography has preferred no farther particulars of Sta¬ 
tius than that he was born at Naples ; that his father’s 
name was Statius, of Epirus, and his 
mother’s Agelina, and that he died about 
the year one hundred of the Chriftian ara. 
Some hare conjedturcd that he maintained himlelf by 
writing for the ftage : but of this there is no fufficient 
evidence ; and if he ever compoled dramatic productions, 
they have perilhed. The works of Statius, now extant, 
are two poems, viz. t’ne Theban, and the Achillcis, be¬ 
tides a collection, named Silver. 

The n.cbais confifts of twelve books, and the fubject 
of it is the Theban war, which happened 1236 years 
before the Ghriltian aera, in conference of a difpute 
between Eteocles and Polynices, the fons of CEdipus and 
Jocafta. Thefe brothers had entered into an agreement 
with each other to reign alternately for a year at a time ; 
and Eteocles being the elder, goc firft pofieffion of the 
throne. This prince refuting to abdicate at the expira¬ 
tion of the year, Polynices fled to Argos, where marry- 
ing Argia, die daughter of Adraftus, king of that coun¬ 
try. he procured the afliflance of his father-in-law, to 
enforce the engagement itipulated with his brother Eteo¬ 
cles. The Argives marched under the command of fe- 
ven able generals, who were to attack feparately the fe- 
yen gates of Thebes. After much blood had been fpilt 
without any effect, it was at lad agreed between the two 
parties, that the brothels ihould determine the difpute by 
tingle combat. In die desperate engagement which cn- 
l'ucd, they both fell ; and being burnt together upon the 
funeral pile, it is faid diet their aib.es feparated, as if ac¬ 
tuated by the implacable refentment which they had 
borne to each other. 

If 
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If we except the iEneid, this is die only Latin pro¬ 
duction extant which Is epic in its form ; and it likewife 
approaches neareft in merit to that celebrated poem, 
which Statius appears to have been ambitious of emu¬ 
lating. In unity and greatnefs of action, the Theba'is 
correfponds to the laws of the Epopea; but the fable may 
be regarded as defective in fomc particulars, which, 
however, arife more from the nature of the fubjeit, 
than from any fault of the poet. The dirtinclion of the 
hero is not fufficicntly prominent; and the poem poflefles 
not tiiofe circumllanccs which are requirtte towards in¬ 
terceding the reader’s a flections in the ifTue of the con¬ 
tort. To this it may be added, that the unnatural com¬ 
plexion of the inctftuous progeny difFufcs a kind of 
gloom, which obfcuics the fplendor of thought, and 
rertrains the fympathetic indulgence of fancy to fome 
of the boldeft excurlions of the poet. For grandeur, 
however, and animation of fentiment and defeription, 
as well as for harmony of numbers, the Thcha'is is 
eminently confpicuous, and deferves to be held in a much 
higher degree of ertimntion than it has generally obtain¬ 
ed. In tbe contrivance of fomc of the cpifodcs, and 
frequently in the modes of expreffion, Statius keeps an 
attentive eye to the conduct of Virgil. It is faitl that he 
was twelve vears employed in the- coinpofmg of this 
poem ; and we have his own authority for affirming, 
that be polirtied it with all rite care and afliduity praeflifed 
by the poets in the A.tgurtan age : 

£•«//'' > c-fita 


The 
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The Achillas relates to the feme hero who is celebrat¬ 
ed by Homer in the Iliad : but it is the previous hiftory 
of Achilles, not his conduct in the Trojan war, which 
forms the fubjeet of this poetn. While the young hero 
is under the care of the Centaur Chiron, Thetis makes 
a vifit to the preceptor’s fequeftered habitation, where, 
to feve her fon from the fete which, it was predicted, 
would befal him at Trov, if he fhould go the fiege of 
that place, Ihe orders him to be dreffed in the dilguile of 
a woman, and lent to live in the family of Lycumedes, 
king of Scyros. Bat as Troy could not be taken with¬ 
out the aid of Achilles, Ulyflies, accompanied b\ Dio- 
med, is deputed by the Greeks to go to Scyros, and bring 
him thence to the Grecian camp. The artifice by 
which the fegacious ambaflador detected Achilles amougflr 
his female companions, was by placing before them va¬ 
rious articles or merchandife, anmngft which was foinc 
armor. Achilles no footicr perceived the latter, than he 
eagerly feized in his hand a fword and ihield, and mani- 
lefiing rhe firongeft emotions of heroic enthuiiafm, dif- 
covercd his fcx. After an afl'eclionate parting with Lv- 
cumcdes’s daughter Deidamia, whom he left pregnant 
of a fon, he fet fail witii the Grecian chiefs, and, dur¬ 
ing the voyage, gives them an account of the man net 
of his education with Chiron. 
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Halienus anmrum, comiles, clcmenla meortim 

That any confequential reference was intended by 
Haficmts, feems to be plainly contradicted by the words 
which immediately follow, Scit emtera mater. Statius 
could not propofc the giving any farther account of 
Achilles’s life, becaufc a general narrative of it had 
been given in the firft book. The voyage from Scyros 
to the Trojan coaft, conducted with the celerity which 
fuited the purpofe of the poet, admitted of no incidents 
which required defeription or recital; and after the voy- 
qgers had reached the Grecian camp, it is reafunable to 
fuppofe, that the aCtion of the Iliad immediately com¬ 
menced: Buf that Statius had no delign of extending the 
plan of the Achillcls beyond this period, is exprcfsly de¬ 
clared in the exordium of the poem : 

Mazn.wvrm Madden, form:dalanrruc Tw.vm 

M.conio ; fed flat a -Meant. Nos ,re j;r 0 mm /••; 

(Sic amor ,ft) hero.: -alts, S,y:oy.<r <il,m 

Duhcbid firotem tuba : kic in her lore ;r,i3o 

The Sihiat is a collection of poems, almoft entirely in 
heroic verfe, divided into five books, and for the mod 
part written extempore. Statius himfelf affirms, in His 
Dedication to Stella, that the production of none of 
them employed him more than two days ; yet many of 
them conlifc of between one hundred and two hundred 
hexameter lines : we meet with one, of two hundred and 
jixtecn lines ; one, of two hundred and thirty-four; one, 
of two hundred and fixty-two ; and one of two hundred 
and feventv-feven ; a rapidity of compof.tion approach¬ 
ing 
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ing to -what Horace mentions of the poet Lucilius. It is 
no ftnall encomium to obferve, that, confidered as extem¬ 
poraneous productions, the meaneft in the collection is 
far from meriting cenfure, either in point of fentiment 
or expreffion ; and many of them contain paffages which 
extort our applaufe. 

This poet, fumamed likewife Coquus, was bom at 
Bilbilis, in Spain, of obfcure parents. At the age of 
twenty-one, he came to Rome, where he 
5 ^Martial ™ li v ed durin., five and thirty years, under 

the emperors Galba, Otho, Vitellius, the 
two Vefpafans, Domitiun, Nerva, and the beginning 
of the reign of Trajan. He was the panegyrift of fe- 
veral of thofe emperors, by whom he was liberally re¬ 
warded, railed to tbc Equcltrian Order, and promoted 
by Domitian to the Tiihunelhip : but being treated with 
coldnefs and neglect by Trajan, he returned to his native 
country, and, a few years after, ended his days, at the 
age of leveniv-five. He had lived at Rome in great 
fplcndor and affluence, as well as in high eilcem for his 
poetical talents ; but upon bis return to Bilbilis, it is faid 
that he experienced a great reverie of fortune, and was 
chiefly indebted, for his fupport, to the gratuitous bene¬ 
factions of Pliny the Younger, whom he had extolled 


The poems of Martial conin'! of fourteen books, all 
written in the epigrammatic form, to which fpecies ot 
compofition, introduced bv the Greeks, lie had a pecu¬ 
liar propensity. Amidft fuch a multitude of vcrl’c'., on 
a vatietv o| Subjects, oiten compelled extempore, and 
many of them, probably, in the moments of fa'l.jor.aMe 
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tier unworthy the genius of the author. Delicacy, and 
even decency, is often violated in the productions of 
Martial. Grafping at every thought which afforded even 
the fliadow of ingenuity, lie gave unlimited lcope to the 
exercife of an adive and fruitful imagination. In re- 
fped to compofition, he is likewife liable to confute. At 
one time he wearies, and at another, tantalifes the read¬ 
er, with the prolixity or ambiguity of his preambles. 
His preluiive fentiments are fometimes far-fetchcd, and 
converge not with a natural declination into the focus of 
epigram. In the difpenfation of prail'c and cenfure, he 
often l’cerns to be governed more by prejudice or policy, 
than by jullice and truth ; and he is more conflantly at¬ 
tentive to the production of wit, than the improvement 
of morality. 

But while we remark the blcmifhcs and imperfedions 
of this poet, we mull acknowledge his extraordinary 
merits. In compofition he is, in general, elegant and 
corred ; and where the fubjed is capable of connection 
with fentiment, his inventive ingenuity never fails to ex- 
trad from it the e[fence of delight and furprife. His 
fancy is prolific of beautiful images, and his judgement 
expert in arranging them to the grcateft advantage. He 
bellows panegyric with inimitable grace, and fatirifes with 
equal dexterity. In a fund of Attic fait, he furpaffes 
every other writer ; and though he feems to have at 
command all the varied ftores of gall, he is not dcflirure 
of candor. With almofl everv kind of verification lie 
appears to be familiar ; and amidfl a facility of temper, 
too accommodating, perhaps, on many occafions, to the 
licentioufnefs of the times, we may venture from llrong 
indications to pronounce, that, as a moralitf, his princi¬ 
ples were virtuous. It is obferved of this author, by 
Pliny 
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Pliny the Younger, that, though his compofitions might, 
perhaps, not obtairuiimmortahty, he wrote as if they 
would. JEterna, qurs [cripfit, non crunt fortaffe : ille 
tanim fcripfit tanquam futura. The character which 
Martial himfelf gives of his Epigrams, is juft and conr- 
prehenfive: ■* 

Sun! toxa, fmt qxadars mrd'.o*no, fiat! ixa!\ phaoi 
U s is : Kc other r.ox Jh, A j:U, Ubcr. 


THE END. 



